e Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010
;.{._-"-.i' 12:00 and 7:00 PM. Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion

o Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting Six
The Reverend A. Elisabeth Aurand preaching and presiding

Welcome!

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If this your first visit here, please fill
out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering plate.

All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet
baptized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching).

Today we commune in continuous fashion at the head of

the center aisle. Take an empty cup from the tray at the head of the
aisle or if you prefer grape juice, take a pre—filled cup from the cen-
ter of the same tray.

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to
the baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in today’s readings, now is the acceptable
time to return to the Lord. During Lent the people of God will reflect on the mean-
ing of their baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests
our human mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to
make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God's mercy and for-
giveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows
from the springtime Easter feast to come.

Gathering

The assembly gathers in silence.

Stand, as able
THE PSALM 51:1-10 Sung antiphonally
REFRAIN (sung by all):

— =7
® Have mer -cy on me, O__ God, accord-ing to your stead -fast love.

VERSES (sung by cantor at 12:00, choir at 7:00):

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.

?Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.

sFor I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me. &
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+Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
sIndeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother's womb. &
sIndeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. [
sLet me hear | joy and gladness,
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
vHide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
wCreate in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me. &

THE GREETING
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made,
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new
and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may
receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgive-
ness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen

Word

Sit

THE FIRST READING Joel 2:1-2,12-17

Because of the coming Day of the Lord. the prophet Joel calls the people to 3 community
lament. The repentant community reminds God of his gracious character and asks God to

spare the people, lest the nations doubt God's power to save.
A A reading from Joel:
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near —



2a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains
a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them
in ages to come.

12Yet even now, says the LORD,
return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

irend your hearts and not your clothing;
Return to the LORD, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing,

1u\Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LORD, your God?

1sBlow the trumpet in Zion;
sanctify a fast;
call a solemn assembly;

isgather the people.
Sanctify the congregation;
assemble the aged;
gather the children,
even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her canopy.

7Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep.
Let them say, "Spare your people, O LORD,
and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
"Where is their God?"

A The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE PSALM 103 Sung antiphonally
REFRAIN (sung by all):

D) adf I I ' I
You know full wellhow we are formed; you re-mem-ber that we are but dust.

VERSES (sung by cantor at 12:00, choir at 7:00)
sLord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
syou will not al- | ways accuse us,

nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,

nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. [
11For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12As far as the east is | from the west,

so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
13As a father has compassion | for his children,

so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.
1“For you know well how | we are formed,

you remember that we | are but dust. &

THE SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Out of love for humankind, the Sinless One experienced sin and suffering so that the redemp-
tive power of God could penetrate the darkest most forbidding, and tragic depths of human
experience. No aspect of human life is ignored by the presence of God's grace. Because of this,
Paul announces that this day is a day of God's grace, an acceptable time to turn toward God's
mercy.
A A reading from Second Corinthians:
2 We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2 For our sake
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.

1 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the
grace of God in vain. 2 For he says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3 We are
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our
ministry, ¢ but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every
way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings,
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imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ¢ by purity, knowl-
edge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech,
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right
hand and for the left; s in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute.
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; © as unknown, and yet are well
known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed;
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing everything,

A The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand

THE LENTEN ACCLAMATION Page 187 (bottom), front of hymnal
Na Choir: Repeat Refrain

6t — — | =
D) hd ] ol

Return to the | LORD, your God,* who is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in| stead - fast love.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

THE GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
In this passage Matthew sets forth g vision of genuine righteousness illustrated by three basic
acts of Jewish devotion: almsqiving, prayer, and fasting. Jesus does not denounce the acts—in
the New Testament they are signs of singular devotion to God. Rather, he criticizes those
who perform them in order to have a sense of self-satisfaction or to gain public approval.
Gare for the poor, intense praver, and fasting with a joyous countenance are signs of loving
dedication to God.

[Jesus said:] Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypoctites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. >But
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, ¢so that your alms may be done in sectet; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.

s And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypoctites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. ¢But
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your



6

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

15 And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting, Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward. "But when you fast, put oil on
your head and wash your face, sso that your fasting may be seen not by
others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; »but store up for your-
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. 2 For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.
®  The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit

THE SERMON Pastor Elisabeth Aurand
Stand

THE HYMN OF THE DAY Light Dawns on a Weary World #726
Sit

THE INVITATION TO LENT Pastor Elisabeth Aurand

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent with ash on our foreheads. This cross
echoes our baptismal anointing, when we were buried with Christ. The ash is a chill-
ing reminder of our mortality, but because our death is now in Christ, our endings
are beginnings. The Lenten disciplines of acts of kindness, prayer, and fasting are
tools of discipleship that can lead us to renewal as we bury all that is holding us back
from being truly alive.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
The presiding minister leads the confession.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole com-
pany of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own
fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

P We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.
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We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have
not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypoctisy, and apathy that have
infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other
people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith
that is in us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to in-
justice and cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we
confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for
those who come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

The Imposition of Ashes

People may come forward and kneel or stind to receive the ashes.
Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
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During the Imposition of Ashes, please join the cantor or choir in singing:
MUSIC DURING THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Remember That You Are Dust Mark Mummert

Ostinato
L |

P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

P By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

P Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

Stand
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for

the church, the world, and all who yearn for new life.
A briefsilence.

A Merciful God, lead your church to true repentance, restore all that is
broken, and reconcile all people to you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A Guard us from careless disregard of the earth and its treasures. Guide
us in faithful stewardship of the soil, the water, the air, and all living
things. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

A Instll within the leaders of all nations a passion for peace and justice,
and be with those who live or work in harm's way, especially firefighters,
police officers, and emergency medical personnel. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

A Have mercy on those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, especially
Crystal & Shawn, the Johnson Family, Irene, Latisha, Flourine, Wayne,
Dean, Penny, Joe, Rose, Rita & Keenen, Audrey, all persecuted
Christians, C.J., all affected by the Haiti earthquake, Kathy, Lori, Pat,
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the grieving family of Toni Krepps, Tom, Russell, Karen, Donald,
Maria, Daniel, Dan Jr. and Anthony, Richard, Jamie & his family,
Henry, Betty, Sharon, Wallace, Kswame, our human family, all creatures
great and small, Ed, Daniel, Paul, Nina, and those we name in our
hearts or on our lips (a brief silence), and all we name in our hearts or
on our lips (a brief pause). Sustain them with your healing presence
and give them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless those preparing for baptism and those who guide their way.
Grant that in all things we bear witness to your abiding love. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

>

Al

We give you thanks for the communion of saints who lived and died in
you. Give us grace to trust in your promise of eternal life with those
who have gone before us. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to
hear us. Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we need,
for the sake of the one in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. @ Peace be with you.

Sit

THE PARISH CONCERNS
THE OFFERING is received as the Lord’s table is prepared.
(7:00) THE ADULT CHOIR introduces THE LENTEN HYMN

The Time of Lent Text: Mildred Benke, to Just As | Am, #592
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Meal

Stand

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray. Merciful God,

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the
earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
THE INITIAL DIALOG
[ Q &u 1T ]
- ~ ~— S ~— [ S~
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
[ Q ﬁu T ]
(o — | . |
~ ~— N ~— — N
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0 4
P.&Z n
¥,/ 4 N ~—
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
[ Q #u 1|
mE— |
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PREFACE
THE HOLY Page 173, front of hymnal
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER Page 173, Right column
Sit
THE DISTRIBUTION
Please come forward by the center aisle for Communion as we sing:
LAMB OF GOD Page 174, front of hymnal

THE COMMUNION HYMN Jesus Loves Me #595
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The Sending

Stand

THE COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A& Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew
us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor,
pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we
may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen

THE BENEDICTION

P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen

THE DISMISSAL
A& Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly departs in silence.

Commemorations for the Week

Thursday, February 18, 2010: Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546
Though he began his adult church life as a simple Augustinian
) monk, Luther challenged the abuses he saw in the church, and
| his work eventually led to the Protestant Reformation. Lu-
ther's accomplishments included liturgical reform, translation
of the Bible, and creation of the Small and Large Catechisms.

Tuesday, February 23: Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, 4 156

Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of
Revelation, as well as the important eatly church fathers Irenaeus
and Ignatius, Polycarp serves as a vital link in church history. He 3
was burned at the stake at age 86 for refusing to renounce his faith.
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IN NEED OF PRAYER

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names tt
Crystal & Shawn Dubois (Pat Brown), the Johnson Family (Pat Brown),
Irene Lukasiwewski (Pat Brown), Latisha Francis Tucker (LLola Tucker),
Flourine Macintosh (Lola Tucker), Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord
(Pat Brown), Penny Kinney (Pat Brown), Joe Pavano (Cindy Pavano), Rose
Huie (Pat Brown), Rita & Keenen Black (Pat Brown), Audrey Brolin
(former FLCR min. of music), All Persecuted Christians (Pat Brown), CJ
Farr, All Affected by the Haiti Earthquake, Kathy (Pat Brown), Lori (Pat
Brown), Pat Hamilton (Gail Bates), Grieving family of Toni Krepps
(former member), Tom Abucewicz, Russell Magnuson, Karen, Donald,
Maria P. (Pat Brown), Daniel, Dan Jr. and Anthony Walentukonis, Richard
Buys, Jamie Botteon & his family, Henry Marchesi, Betty Marchesi, Sharon
Woijcik, Wallace Peterson, Kwame Ahaligah (Bre Johnson’s fiancé), our
human family, all creatures great and small, Ed Linn, Daniel, Paul & Nina
Kretschmer.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Easter Garden envelopes are in the pews and on the back tables in the
church. Please indicate your dedication either on the envelope, or by enclos-
ing a note with your check. Deadline for dedications is Palm Sunday, Mar. 28.

OUR VISION
FIRSTn outreach to youth and families

FIRS Twith in -reach
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs

FIRS By reaching out to new members of our community
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