
  

Gathering ________________________________________  
 

Those who are willing and able may assemble in the church 
community garden at 9:00 A.M. to begin worship. Others 
may choose to remain in their pews and listen to the rite of 
blessing the garden.  
 

THE INTRODUCTION 
P  Let us bless God, the creator of  all things.  God has given us the earth 

to cultivate, so that we might receive the bounty of  its fruits.  Just as the 
rain falls from heaven and waters the earth, bringing forth vegetation, 
so Godõs word will flourish and will not return empty.  

 

THE READING  Mark 4:26-32  
26[Jesus] also said, "The kingdom of  God is as if  someone would scatter 
seed on the ground,  27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 
would sprout and grow, he does not know how.  28The earth produces of  
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.  29But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the har-
vest has come." 
30He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of  God, or what 
parable will we use for it?  31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 
upon the ground, is the smallest of  all the seeds on earth;  32yet when it is 
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of  all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of  the air can make nests in its shade." 

 

The Fifth Sunday of EasterThe Fifth Sunday of EasterThe Fifth Sunday of EasterñññMay 2, 2010May 2, 2010May 2, 2010   
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion  

Blessing of  the Community Garden 
The Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand preaching and presiding   

Welcome! ________________________________________  
  

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If  this your first visit here, please fill 
out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering plate. 
All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet bap-
tized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching). 
 This morning we commune at the rail in continuous fashion. Take an 
empty cup from the tray at the head of  the aisle or if  you prefer grape juice, 
take a preðfilled cup from the center of  the same tray. Ushers will guide you 
to an empty space beginning at the back of  the rail. You are free to return 
by the side aisles as soon as you are ready. 
 Please join us after church for coffee downstairs in Fellowship Hall. 
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THE PRAYERS  
L  Let us pray. 
 For favorable weather, temperate rains and fruitful seasons, and that there 

may be food and drink for all your creatures, we pray to you, O Lord.   
C  Amen  
 

L  For your blessing upon the lands and waters, and all who work upon 
them to bring forth food and all things needful for your people, we 
pray to you, O Lord.   

C  Amen  
 

L  For all who care for the earth, the water and the air that the riches of  
your creation may abound from age to age, we pray to you, O Lord.   

C  Amen  
 

L  Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of  all things and giver of  all life, 
let your blessing be upon this garden, and grant that it may serve to 
your glory and the welfare of  your people;  through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   

C  Amen  
 

THE SONG In the Garden Below 
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THE BELL CHOIR Amazing Grace  American/Callahan 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P  Alleluia! Christ is risen.   
C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The greeting continues: 
P  The grace of  our risen Savior, the love of  God, and the communion 
of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C  And also with you. 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast Page 169, front of hymnal 
 

THE SALUTATION 
P  The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray. 
C  O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain 

nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of  love, 
that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and 
peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 
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Word ____________________________________________  
 

THE FIRST READING  Acts 11:1ð18 
In defense of his earlier baptism of pagan believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the 
Jerusalem church that God's intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus' own 
testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
A  A reading from Acts: 
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gen-
tiles had also accepted the word of  God.  2So when Peter went up to Jeru-
salem, the circumcised believers criticized him,  3saying, "Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?"  4Then Peter began to explain it to 
them, step by step, saying,  5I was in the city of  Joppa praying, and in a 
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.  
6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of  prey, reptiles, 
and birds of  the air.  7I also heard a voice saying to me, 'Get up, Peter; kill 
and eat.'  8But I replied, 'By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.'  9But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, 'What God has made clean, you must not call profane.'  10This hap-
pened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.  11At that 
very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were.  12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, 
and we entered the man's house.  13He told us how he had seen the angel 
standing in his house and saying, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 
called Peter;  14he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.'  15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning.  16And I remembered the 
word of  the Lord, how he had said, 'John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  17If  then God gave them the same gift 
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?"  18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repen-
tance that leads to life." 
A  The word of  the Lord.   
C   Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM 148  Sung antiphonally 
REFRAIN (sung by choir, then by all; then at each R by all) 

VERSES (light=choir; bold=all) 

1Hallelujah!  Praise the LORD | from the heavens; 
 praise God | in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, |  all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you |  hosts of  heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heav- |  en of  heavens, 
 and you waters a- |  bove the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name | of  the LORD, 
 who commanded, and they | were created, 
6who made them stand fast forev- |  er and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not |  pass away.   R  
7Praise the LORD | from the earth, 
 you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, |  snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, do- |  ing God's will; 
9mountains | and all hills, 
 fruit trees | and all cedars; 
10wild beasts |  and all cattle, 
 creeping things and |  flying birds; 
11sovereigns of  the earth | and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers | of  the world; 
12young |  men and maidens, 
 old and |  young together.   R  
13Let them praise the name | of  the LORD, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all |  
faithful servants, 
 the children of  Israel, a people who are near the LORD. |  Halle-
lujah!   R  
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We gather participants for CHILDRENõS WORSHIP 
 

THE SECOND READING  Revelation 21:1ð6 
John's vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us 
already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. 
Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
A  A reading from Revelation: 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  2And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of  heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, 
 "See, the home of  God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself  will be with them; 
  4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away." 
  5And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all 
things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true."  6Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of  the water of  life. 
A  The word of  the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 13:31ð35 
After washing the disciples' feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus 
speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on 
the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus' community. 
P  31When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of  Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  32If  God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself  and will glorify him at once.  33Lit-
tle children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  
34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.  35By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one another." 
P  The Gospel of  the Lord.  C  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sit 
THE SERMON  Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 

Stand 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love #708 
 

THE NICENE CREED  Page 104, front of hymnal 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  

heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally 

begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our sal-
vation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the liv-
ing and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resur-
rection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 
 

A  Lord, in your mercy,  C   hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 
THE PARISH CONCERNS and WELCOME TO VISITORS 
 

THE OFFERING is received as the Lordõs table is prepared. 
 

THE CHOIR In Josephõs Lovely Garden Clarence Dickinson 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 
 

Stand 
THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #183 
 

Meal _____________________________________________  
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A  Blessed are you, 
C  O God, ruler of  heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
We welcome Hannah Nicholle Farr & Alexus Brielle Farr to the Lordõs Table. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 THE INITIAL DIALOG 



9 

 THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING 
 THE HOLY  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  éAs we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
P  éGrace our table with your presence. 
C Come, Holy Spirit.  
P  éburning with justice, peace, and love. 
C Come, Holy Spirit.  
P  éblessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.   
C  Amen.  
 

THE LORDõS PRAYER 
Sit 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
The Disciples Knew the Lord Jesus   
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THE COMMUNION HYMNS  
 All Creatures, Worship God Most High! #835
 Ubi caritas et amor  #642 
 

Sending __________________________________________  
 

Stand 
THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
C Amen 
 

THE POSTðCOMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of  Christ's resurrection 

you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the 
bread of  life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 
Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen 
 

THE PEACE 
P  The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Peace be with you.  R  Peace be with you. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lordõs face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and +  give you peace. 
C  Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE In the Garden Arr, WLH 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK _____  
 

Sunday, May 2ñAthanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was 
fully God against those who taught otherwise, Athanasius was 
an influential church leader around the time of  the Council of  
Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his 

forthright views. 
 

Tuesday, May 4 
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387 
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaith-
ful, but whom she helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the 
influence on her son Augustine, who went on to become one of  the great-
est church teachers. 

 
Saturday, May 8 
Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416 
When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions 
that she later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of  Divine Love, 
now a classic of  medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was the 
meaning of  religious experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the 
purpose of  love. 

 
Saturday, May 8 
Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF) 
Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of  the northwest African nation 
of  Mauritania was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the 
persecution of  Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan. 

 
Sunday, May 9 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, d. 1760 
When he was 22, a group of  Moravians asked permission to live on 
Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions 
emanated from this community. Zinzendorf  participated in these missions, 
and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of  his Pietistic 
faith. 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26209. 
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We celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday at 9 A.M. & 6:30 P.M. 

IN NEED OF PRAYER ____________________________  
 

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow. 
 Adam & John (Wendell Wood), the Johnson family (Pat Brown), 
Irene Lukasiewski (Pat Brown), Laura Dion (Pat Brown), Mae  
Eisenhardt, Mike Armando (Louis Sacco) Dale Foberg (Don 
Fobergõs wife), the Clark family (Pat Brown), the Dubois family (Pat 
Brown), Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord (Pat Brown), Penny 
Kinney (Pat Brown), Joe Pavano (Cindy Pavano), Rose Huie (Pat 
Brown), Rita & Keenen Black (Pat Brown), the Bradley family 
mourning death of  Tyrone Bedell (Jessica Sierra), Rick Guinness, 
Sister & Mom of  the Chamber family (Pat Brown), Lois Arena 
(Ralph Holmstrom), Kathy G. (Pat Brown), Lori (Pat Brown), Pat 
Hamilton (Gail Bates), Gale Anderson (Pat Brown), Julia (Pat 
Brown), Craig (Pat Brown), Karen, Donald, Maria P. (Pat Brown), 
Jamie Botteon & her family, Bill & Linda Matson (Bre Johnson), 
Dottie Nelson, Dennis & Susan Malone,  Phyllis Bruce (Bill Hively), 
Alexis Zweibleson (Louis Sacco),  the Sacco family (Louis Sacco), 
Lorraine Carlson, family & friends mourning the death of  Ray Turner (Jill 
Pfister). 

 __________________________________________________________ OUR VISION  

 

FIRST in outreach to youth and families 
 

FIRST with in-reach  
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs  

 

FIRST by reaching out to new members of our community 

First Lutheran Church of  the Reformation 
A community of believers in Jesus Christ 
77 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut 
(860) 224-2475 + www.1stlutherannb.org  


