The Seventh Sunday of Easter—May 16, 2010
: 9:00 A.M. Holy Communion
The Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand preaching and presiding

Welcome!

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If this your first visit here, please fill
out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering plate.
All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet bap-
tized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching).

This morning we commune at the rail in continuous fashion. Take an
empty cup from the tray at the head of the aisle or if you prefer grape juice,
take a pre—filled cup from the center of the same tray. Ushers will guide you
to an empty space beginning at the back of the rail. You are free to return
by the side aisles as soon as you are ready.

Please join us in welcoming our new members in Fellowship Hall.

Gathering
THE BELL CHOIR God of Our Fathers Roberts/Warren

THE THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. @ Amen.

P Joined to Christ ... Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, ... of your promise and servants of all

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace,
and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ
our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

THE OPENING HYMN Soon and Very Soon #439

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
®  Alleluial Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The greeting continues:
P The grace of our risen Savior, ... be with you all.
And also with you.
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE  This Is the Feast ~ Page 169, front of hymnal

THE SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you. @ And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will.
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise,
that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed
where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

Word

THE FIRST READING Acts 16:16-34
The owners of 3 slave-girl who used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail
for "healing” her and, consequently, ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the
good news of the gospel to the jailer and his family.

A A reading from Acts:

1One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-gitl who
had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by
fortune-telling, "While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These
men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salva-
tion." 1sShe kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed,
turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her." And it came out that very hour.

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace
before the authorities. 2When they had brought them before the magis-
trates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 2and are
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt ot ob-
serve." 2The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them
stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. »After
they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. »Following these instructions, he
put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

»About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 2Suddenly there was an
carthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and




3

immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfas-
tened. #When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here." »The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he
fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. *Then he brought them outside
and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" *'They answered, "Believe on
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." sThey
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At
the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then
he and his entire family were baptized without delay. *He brought them up
into the house and set food before them; and he and his entite household
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

A The word of the Lord. @ Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM 97 Sung antiphonally
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Re - joice in the LORD, you righ - teous.

REFRAIN (sung by choir, then by all; then at each @ by all)

VERSES (light=choir; bold=all)
The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the | isles be glad.
2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God's throne.
sFire goes be- | fore the LORD,
burning up enemies on | every side.
+Lightnings light | up the world,
the earth | sees and trembles.
sThe mountains | melt like wax
before the Lord of | all the earth.
sThe heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O LORD,
and all the peoples | see your glory.
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"Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in false gods!
Bow down before the LORD, I all you gods.
sZion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah rejoice,
because of your judg- | ments, O LORD.
’For you are the LORD, most high over | all the earth;
you are exalted far a- | bove all gods.
©wYou who love the | LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the
hand | of the wicked.
nLight dawns | for the righteous,
and joy for the hon- | est of heart.
1zRejoice in the | LORD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God's | holy name.

We gather participants for CHILDREN'S WORSHIP

THE SECOND READING Revelation 22:12-14, 1617, 20-21

The ascended Christ hidden from our sight. promises to come again. We eagerly pray,
Come, Lord Jesus, " with all who respond to this invitation.

A A reading from Revelation:
12See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to every-
one's work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the be-
ginning and the end."
1Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the
right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. It is I, Jesus,
who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."
1"The Spirit and the bride say, "Come."
And let everyone who hears say, "Come."
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift."

»The one who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon."
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 2The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the
saints. Amen.

A The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 17:20-26
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity
with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God's mission: to proclaim the
word that will bring others into this same unity.

P 2] ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who
will believe in me through their word, »that they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. »The glory that you have given me 1
have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, »I in them and
you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may
know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved
me. 2Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you
loved me before the foundation of the world.

»Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and
these know that you have sent me. *I made your name known to them,
and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me
may be in them, and I in them."

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

sit

THE SERMON Pastor Elisabeth Aurand
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Stand
THE HYMN OF THE DAY Christians, While on Earth Abiding
This was the closing hymn on May 16, 1906 during our church’s 25th anniversary celebration.
This building had just been completed.
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Christ-ians, while on earth a-bid-ing, Let wusev - er praise and pray,
Bless us, Fa - ther, and pro-tectus, Be our souls’ sure hid - ing place,
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Firm -ly in  our God con-fid-ing, As our fa - thers in  their day;
Let thy wis - dom still di - rect us, Light our dark-ness with thy grace!
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Let thy count-'nance on us shine  Fill wus all with peace di-vine.
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Let his bount-y, fail-ing ne-ver, Be on wus and all for -ev-er

Praise the Fa-ther, Son, and Spi-rit, ~Praise him all that life  in - her-it.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Presentation
Gandidates for affirmation gather with the ministers 3¢ the font.

The presiding minister continues with prayer:

P Letus pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for this sister and brother, whom you have
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called
them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and
nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in
the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom
you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

Stand

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses candidates. The assembly may join in the responses.

P Task you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.



® Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
® I renounce them.

®» Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
® I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assermbly.
® Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

® Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate,was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY
The presiding minister addresses the candidates:
P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to con-
tinue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s suppet,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Each person responds:

I'do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

® &

The minister addresses the assembly:

P People of God, do you promise to support this sister and brother and
pray for them in their life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

The presiding minister prays over each candidate:

P Letus pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
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The presiding minister prays over each candidate:

P Stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever.

Amen.

Stand

Those making public affirmation face the assembly. A representative of the congregation
address the assembly:

A Let us rejoice with this sister and brother in Christ..
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. @ And also with you.
The ministers and people exchange 3 sign of God's peace.
Peace be with you. @ Peace be with you.

THE PRAYERS

A Lord, in your mercy, @ hear our prayer.

Sit

THE PARISH CONCERNS and WELCOME TO VISITORS
THE OFFERING is received as the Lord’s table is prepared.

THE CHOIR Savior, Lead Us  Sonja and Berta Porrman
TIME WITH CHILDREN Pastor Elisabeth Aurand
Stand

THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #183
Meal

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Blessed are you,

O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
THE INITIAL DIALOG
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING
THE HOLY Page 173, front of hymnal

THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P ...As we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P ...Grace our table with your presence. @ Come, Holy Spirit.
P ...burning with justice, peace, and love. @ Come, Holy Spirit.
P ...blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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Sit
THE DISTRIBUTION
The Disciples Knew the Lord Jesus
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The dis - ci-ples knew the Lord Je - sus in the break-ing of the bread.

Cantor or Choir

0 # | [ "
o | | | 1 | [ | | [ [T | i
| | I | I — 1 | [
I & o o | | [
[ | [ | 1 ~ ¥ il =1
J ' — | [ =
The breadwhich we break, al-le - lu-ia, isthecom-mu-nionof the bod -y of Christ.
Assembly
# p— p— |
(D" AN . 3N — | | | I | | | T | [ [ T |

ég"ﬁ | | o | | I | | I |
J =

The dis - ci-plesknew the Lord Je - sus in the break-ing of the bread.

Cantor or Choir
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One bo-dy are we, al-le - lu - ia, though man-y we share one bread.

Assembly

0 4 pm—

T

EES=s=

S~
The dis - ci-ples knew the Lord Je - sus in the break-ing of the bread.

THE COMMUNION HYMNS

The Church’s One Foundation #654
Crown Him with Many Crowns #391
Sending
Stind

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lotd Jesus Chirist strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen
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THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Now, Lord #200

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the
bread of life to noutish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your
Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen

THE BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
THE DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE He Is Exalted Twila Paris, arr. Stan Pethel

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Tuesday, May 18, 2010

Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160

Erik is considered the patron saint of Sweden. As king of that
nation, he tried to bring peace in the region, and to spread
Christianity in Scandinavia. He was also known for his attempts
to make fair laws and to protect those who were poor or sick.

Friday, May 21

Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330 <
Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) [ e
lived an exemplary life of faith. She is also remembered for [(2 "2
traveling through Palestine building churches on the sites she | g€
believed to be associated with Christ's life.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26209.



We celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday at 9 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.

IN NEED OF PRAYER

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow.
Kathy G. (Pat Brown), Lot (Pat Brown), Pat Hamilton (Gail Bates), Gale
Anderson (Pat Brown),Julia, Craig, Karen, Donald, Maria P. (Pat Brown),
Jamie Botteon & her family (Alyssa Hughes), Bill & Linda Matson (Jen
Kilps), Dottie Nelson, Dennis & Susan Malone (Bre Johnson), Phyllis
Bruce (Bill Hively), Alexis Zweibleson (Louis Sacco), the Sacco family
(Louis Sacco), Lorraine Carlson, family & friends mourning the death of
Ray Turner (Jill Pfister), the Johnson family (Pat Brown), Irene Lukasiewski
(Pat Brown), Laura & David Dion (Pat Brown), Mae Eisenhardt, Shitley,
Troy, Marilyn, David C., the Chamberlain family, Adele (Pat Brown), Jessy
and Trevor Matthews, the Clark family (Pat Brown), the Dubois family (Pat
Brown), Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord (Pat Brown), Penny Kinney
(Pat Brown), Joe Pavano (Cindy Pavano), Rose Huie (Pat Brown), Rita &
Keenen Black (Pat Brown), Rick Guinness, Lois Arena (Ralph Holmstrom),
Nancy Gentry.

OUR VISION
FIRSTin outreach to youth and families

FIRST with in-reach
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs

FIRSTby reaching out to new members of our community

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation
A community of believers in Jesus Christ
77 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut

OJA b\()
OS '30 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
N» God'’s work. Our hands.



