16th Sunday after Pentecost—September 20, 2009
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion Setting Six
The Rev: A. Elisabeth Aurand preaching and presiding

Welcome!

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If this your first visit here, please fill
out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering plate.

All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet
baptized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching).

This morning we commune at the rail in continuous fashion. Take an
empty cup from the tray at the head of the aisle or if you prefer grape juice,
take a pre—filled cup from the center of the same tray. Ushers will guide you
to an empty space beginning at the back of the rail. You are free to return by
the side aisles as soon as you are ready.

Please join us after church downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee and
fellowship.

Gathering

DUET: Children of the Heavenly Father Martha Sobaje, b. 1948
Cindy Pavano, keyboard

THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity,...endures forever. Amen.

P Let us approach...God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

® God of truth,

we have all sinned and fallen short of your glory. We have turned
away from you. We have not kept your commandments. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have neglected the poor,
and we have not welcomed all people in your name. You know
the fullness of our sin. Forgive us, and turn us again to you, so
that we may receive the fullness of your mercy. Amen.

P Our great high priest, Jesus Christ, sactificed himself for us and for our
sins. In Christ, you are freed from your sins and given a place in God’s

household forever.
Amen.

THE ENTRANCE HYMN All Are Welcome #641
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING Page 165, front of hymnal
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

THE KYRIE Page 165, front of hymnal

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and
welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and
selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and

understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Word

THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 11:18-20
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God's word to
Judah but was met with intense opposttion and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in
God in the midst of his suffering.

A A reading from Jeremiah:
18]t was the LORD who made it known to me, and 1 knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
vBut I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
"Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!"
2But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
A The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




THE PSALM 116:1-9
REFRAIN: Choir, then all
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Sung antiphonally
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choir) 1Save me, O God, | by your name;

in your might, de- | fend my cause.
m 2Hear my | prayet, O God,

give ear to the words | of my mouth.
sFor strangers have risen up against me,
and the ruthless have | sought my life,

those who have no re- | gard for God.
‘Behold, God | is my helper;

it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life.
sRender evil to those who | spy on me;

in your faithful- | ness, destroy them.
s will offer you a | freewill sacrifice

and praise your name, O LORD, for | it is good.

"For you have rescued me from | every trouble,
and my eye looks down | on my enemies. @

We gather participants for CHILDREN'S WORSHIP
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THE SECOND READING James 3:13-4.3;4.7-83
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and
desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others.
A A reading from James:
15Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. “But if you have
bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false
to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition,
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. "But the wisdom
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. #And a
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
+'Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from?
Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You
want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive,
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. sDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
A The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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God has called us that we may obtain

through the proclamation of | the good news,* o glory of our Lord | Je - sus Christ.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the
world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such 3
concern for greatness is servanthood.

P They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not
want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them,
"The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill
him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again." *But they did not
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

%Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he
asked them, "What were you arguing about on the way?" »But they wete
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the great-
est. »He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants to
be first must be last of all and servant of all" *Then he took a little child
and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ¥Who-
ever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever wel-
comes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

?If—lE SERMON Pastor Elisabeth Aurand
Stand

THE HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father #781
THE APOSTLES' CREED Page 105, front of hymnal
THE PRAYERS Page 172, front of hymnal

@ ...Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

?I:E PARISH CONCERNS and WELCOME TO VISITORS

THE CHOIR In One Accord  Dick and Melodie Tunney
THE OFFERING is received as the Lord’s table is prepared.

TIME WITH CHILDREN Pastor Elisabeth Aurand
Stand

THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #183
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Meal

THE OFFERING PRAYER

A God of majesty,

in your might you have created all things, and you entrust to our care
what you have made. Receive our offerings, and make them a sign of
our dedication to provide for the needs of all people and creatures, in
the name of the one who sustains all things by his word, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
THE INITIAL DIALOG Page 172, front of hymnal
[ 9 #IJ. I I}
& | n
— — S ~— ~— S~
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
'gQ fy n ]
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0 4
'gv 7 n
u g N ~
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
0«
Fai I
” ¥ & P p!—/o—o—ol'j Py ‘9p/o i |
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING Page 173, front of hymnal
THE HOLY Page 173, front of hymnal

THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
®»  Holy God, our Bread of life,...both now and forever..
Amen

THE LORD'S PRAYER Right Column ~ Page 173, front of hymnal
sit
THE DISTRIBUTION
LAMB OF GOD Page 174, front of hymnal
COMMUNION HYMNS

Jesus Loves Me! #595

Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service #712



Sending

Stand

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. @ Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Now, Lord #200
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER Page 174, front of hymnal
A Loving God,...Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you. Peace be with you.

THE BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you.. .+ give you peace. @ Amen.
THE DISMISSAL Page 174, front of hymnal

A Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Festive Postlude Robert Powell

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, September 20, 2009: Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)

A native of Ohio, Trout served patishes in several parts of the United
States before being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the
American Lutheran Church, the first African American Lutheran to serve
in such a capacity.

Monday, September 21: Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the FEEES
Roman government. Tax collectors were frequently despised [§
for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus neverthe-
less showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple.
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We celebrate Holy Communion
every Sunday at 9:00 A.M. and 6:30 PM.

N NEED OF PRAYER

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow.
Irene Lukasiewski, Donald Ruta, Dean Lord (Pat Brown), Jessy Matthews,
the youth of FLCR, Carl Gustafson, James Buys, Richard Buys, Eleanor
Calderone, Allan Peterson (Eleanor Calderone’s brother), the Johnson fam-
ily and friends (Tameka Kelly), Irene Kelly, Kathy G. (Pat Brown), Wallace
Peterson, and the grieving families of Susan Chmielecki, Eda Johnson,
Norman Hedenberg J. Hernandez (Louis Sacco), Pamela Downes and Mi-
chael Carbone

ALTAR FLOWERS

In memory of Donald Heslin by Allen E. Nelson, St.
In memory of Donald L. Merkle by Kirsten and family

OUR VISION
FIRSTin outreach to youth and families

FIRSTwith in-reach
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs

FIRSTby reaching out to new members of our community

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation i
A community of believers in Jesus Christ s
77 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut
(860) 224-2475 + www.1stlutherannb.otg

AR Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
“& ?po Living in God’s amazing grace



