
  

Gathering ________________________________________  
 

THE BELL CHOIR We Gather Together Valerius/Kerr 
 

THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Trusting in the word , é and of the Holy Spirit.  C Amen. 
P  Before God, é and then confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P  Most merciful God, 
C  you know our failings better than we do; our sins are revealed in 

the light of  your face. Our days and years pass by; the things we 
trust fade like grass. Be gracious to us, O God. Guide us again to 
the water of  life, and renew in us the grace of  holy baptism; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P  You are all children of  the light ..., rejoice and be glad!   
C  Amen. 
 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee #836 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  Page 165, front of hymnal 
P  The grace of  our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the  
 communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C  And also with you. 

 

Welcome! ________________________________________  
  

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If  this your first visit here, please fill 
out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering plate. 
 All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet 
baptized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching). 
 This morning we commune at the head of  the center aisle in continuous 
fashion. Take an empty cup from the tray at the head of the aisle or if  you 
prefer grape juice, take a preðfilled cup from the center of  the same tray. 
 Please join us after church downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
fellowship. 

Creation Cycle: Sunday 4Creation Cycle: Sunday 4Creation Cycle: Sunday 4ñññNov. 22, 2009Nov. 22, 2009Nov. 22, 2009   
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion  Setting Six 

The Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand preaching and presiding 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P  Let us pray. 
C  Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to reconcile all 

things ð things in heaven and things on earth ð in your beloved 
Son, the Lord of Lords: mercifully grant that the peoples of the 
earth, estranged from one another and from the non-human or-
der, may be brought together in perfect harmony under his most 
gracious rule;  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, 
here and now, everywhere and forever.  Amen. 

 

Word ____________________________________________  
 

THE FIRST READING  Revelation 21:1-7 
A  A reading from Revelation: 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of  heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, 
òSee, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself  will be with them;  
4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
Death will be no more;  
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  
for the first things have passed away.ó 
5And the one who was seated on the throne said, òSee, I am making all 
things new.ó Also he said, òWrite this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.ó 6Then he said to me, òIt is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of  the water of  life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these things, 
and I will be their God and they will be my children.  

A  The word of  the Lord.   
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM 148  Sung antiphonally 
REFRAIN: Choir, then all 
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VERSES: Light=Choir, Bold=All. R  = Refrain (All)  

c  1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD |  from the heavens; 
 praise God |  in the heights. 
a  2Praise the LORD, |  all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you |  hosts of  heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, |  sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you |  shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heav- |  en of  heavens, 
 and you waters a- |  bove the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name |  of  the LORD, 
 who commanded, and they |  were created, 
6who made them stand fast forev- |  er and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not |  pass away.  R  
7Praise the LORD |  from the earth, 
 you sea monsters |  and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, |  snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, do- |  ing Godõs will; 
9mountains |  and all hills, 
 fruit trees |  and all cedars; 
10wild beasts |  and all cattle, 
 creeping things and |  flying birds; 
11sovereigns of  the earth |  and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers |  of  the world; 
12young |  men and maidens, 
 old and |  young together.  R  ʺ 
13Let them praise the name |  of  the LORD, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over |  earth and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people  
and praise for all |  faithful servants, 
 the children of  Israel,  
 a people who are near the LORD. |  Hallelujah!  R  
 

We gather participants for CHILDRENõS WORSHIP 



4 

THE SECOND READING Romans 8:18-25 
A  A reading from Romans: 
3Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose 
us in Christ before the foundation of  the world to be holy and blameless 
before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Je-
sus Christ, according to the good pleasure of  his will, 6to the praise of  his 
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of  our trespasses, according 
to the riches of  his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 
9he has made known to us the mystery of  his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of  time, to 
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  

A  The word of  the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 3:16-17   
P  16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that every-
one who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.  

P  The Gospel of  the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
THE SERMON Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 
Stand 
THE THEME HYMN I Sing the Almighty Power of God  
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Sit 
THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM  Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
 The Presentation 
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  
The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
P  God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living 

hope through the sacrament of  baptism. By water and the Word God 
delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. 
We are united with all the baptized in the one body of  Christ, anointed 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in Godõs mission for the life 
of the world. 

 

Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates: 
I present name for baptism. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates: 
P  (name), called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 

do you desire to be baptized into Christ? 
R I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the candidatesõ parents: 
P  As you bring your children to receive the gift of  baptism, you are en-
trusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with them among Godõs faithful people, 
 bring them to the word of  God and the holy supper, 
 teach them the Lordõs Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in their hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture them in faith and prayer, 
 so that your children may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help your children grow in the Christian faith and life? 
R I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
P  Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith 
as you are empowered by Godõs Spirit, and to help them live in the cove-
nant of  baptism and in communion with the church? 

Response: 
R I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
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P  People of  God, do you promise to support ____ and pray for them in 
their new life in Christ? 

C We do. 
 

Stand 
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The presiding minister addresses candidates. The assembly may join in the responses. 
P  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 

the faith of  the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
R  I renounce them. 
 

P  Do you renounce the powers of  this world that rebel against God? 
R  I renounce them. 
 

P  Do you renounce the ways of  sin that draw you from God? 
R  I renounce them. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
P  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.  
 

P  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 
C  I believe in Jesus Christ, Godõs only Son, our Lord, who was  

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  the virgin Mary,  suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he  
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he  
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of  the  
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates: 
P  You have made public profession of  your faith.  Do you intend to keep 
the covenant God has made with you in holy baptism: 
 to live among Godõs faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lordõs supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of  God in Christ through word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of  Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Each person responds:  
R  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
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THE THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
At the font, the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P  Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of  life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of  rebirth. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for 
cloud and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, 
above us: our life is born in you. You are the fountain of  resurrection. 

Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the 
flood, Hagar discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, 
and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman washes his leprosy 
away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of  baptism and 
for your Word that saves us in this water. Breathe your Spirit into all 
who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our days. Enliven 
our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the 
evil around us. 

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
Sit 
THE BAPTISM 
The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. Water is poured on the candidateõs head, as 
the presiding minister says: 
P  Name, I baptize you in the name of  the Father, 
Water is poured on the candidateõs head a second time: 
and of  the Son, 
Water is poured on the candidateõs head a third time: 
and of  the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 

After all the candidates have been baptized, the assembly responds: 
C  You belong to Christ,  

in whom you have been baptized.   
Alleluia. 
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P  Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 

give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and 
raise them to eternal life.  

 

The presiding minister lays both hands on the head of the candidates and says: 
P  Sustain _______________ with the gift of  your Holy Spirit: the spirit 

of  wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  counsel and might, the 
spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the Lord, the spirit of  joy in your 
presence, both now and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized 
with oil prepared for this purpose . As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says: 
P  Name, child of  God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of  Christ forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

THE WELCOME 
A lighted candle is given to each of the candidates. A representative of the congregation says: 
Jesus said, I am the light of  the world.  
Whoever follows me will have the light of  life. 
 

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congrega-
tion leads the assembly in the welcome. 
A  Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ 
C  We rejoice with you in the life of  baptism. Together we will give 

thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.  
 

THE PEACE 
P  The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 Peace be with you.  R  Peace be with you. 
 

THE PRAYERS  Page 172, front of hymnal 

A  God of  mercy,  C hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 
THE PARISH CONCERNS and WELCOME TO VISITORS 
 

THE OFFERING is received as the Lordõs table is prepared. 
 

THE YOUTH GROUP Touch the Earth Lightly Shirley Erena Murray 
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THE CHURCH SCHOOL Joy to the World Hoyt Axton  
 

Stand 
THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #183 
 

Meal _____________________________________________  
 

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
A  Creator God,   
C  the earth and all that is in it belong to you. Inspire us to use what you 

have made to give justice to the oppressed, food to the hungry, and 
freedom to the captives. May our offerings, given in your name, lift up 
those who are bowed down; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 THE INITIAL DIALOG  Page 172, front of hymnal 
 

 THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 

 THE HOLY  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 

 THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, holy and mighty, ... holy Church, both now and forever. 
C  Amen 
 

THE LORDõS PRAYER Right Column Page 173, front of hymnal 
 

Sit 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

LAMB OF GOD  Page 174, front of hymnal 
 

THE COMMUNION HYMN   
 O Sing to God Above  #555 
 

THE CHOIR 
 Who Is She?  Brian Wren, Jane Marshall 
 

Sending __________________________________________  
 

Stand 
THE POSTðCOMMUNION BLESSING  
P  The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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THE POSTðCOMMUNION CANTICLE Now, Lord #200  
 

THE POSTðCOMMUNION PRAYER Page 174, front of hymnal 
A  At your table, ... body of  Christ, our Lord.  C Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION   
P  The Lord bless you é and +  give you peace.  C   Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL  Page 174, front of hymnal 
A  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE BAND Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee arr. S. Pethel 
 

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK ____________  
 

Monday, November 23: Clement, Bishop of Rome, died around 100 
Clement was the third bishop of  Rome. He is best remem-
bered for a letter he wrote to the congregation in Corinth, 
still struggling with the same problems that led to Paulõs 
letters to them. As did Paul, he focused on the need for love 
among Christians. 
 
Monday, November 23: Miguel Agustín Pro, martyr, died 1927 

Pro grew up in a time when the Mexican revolutionaries accused 
the church of  siding with the wealthy. He became a Jesuit priest, 
and worked on behalf  of  the poor and homeless. Falsely accused 
of  throwing a bomb at a government official, he was executed, 
but not before crying out òLong live Christ the King!ó 
 

Tuesday, November 24: Justus Falckner, died 1723; Jehu Jones, died 1852; Wil-
liam Passavant, died 1894; pastors in North America 
Not only was Falckner the first Lutheran ordained in North 
America, but he published a catechism which was the first 
Lutheran book published on the continent. Jones was the 
Lutheran churchõs first African American pastor and carried 
out missionary work in Philadelphia which led to the forma-
tion there of the first African American Lutheran congregation (St. Paulõs). 
William Passavant helped to establish hospitals and orphanages in a num-
ber of  cities and was the first to introduce deaconesses to the work of  hos-
pitals in the United States. 
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Wednesday, November 25: Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, died 1748 
Thought by many to be the greatest hymnwriter in the English 
language, Watts as a youth was critical of  the quality of  the met-
rical psalter of  the time. He wrote about 600 hymnsñmany 
based on the psalms, but others that are not. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26209. 
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We celebrate Holy Communion  
every Sunday at 9:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 

IN NEED OF PRAYER ____________________________  
 

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow. 
Candace Dailey (Gail Jorden), Audrey Brolin Cindy Pavano), Wayne La-
Fountain, Wendy Soneson, Rose Hule, Dean Lord (Pat Brown), Cathy G. 
(Pat Brown), Joyce Swanson (Mae Eisenhardt), Barbara Miano (Tameka 
Kelly), Jeffrey Merkle, Crystal Dubois, Lori and Karen (Pat Brown), 
Tameka Kelly, Jessy Matthews, Louis Sacco, Rita & Keenen Black (Pat 
Brown), Pat Hamilton (Gail Bates), Cory Williams (Carmen Sierra),  the 
grieving families of David Andrews (Pam Andrewsõ Father), the grieving 
families of  Irene Kelly, and the grieving families of  Dolindo Morelli (Elsie 
Archaski) 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ________________________________  
 

In honor of  the marriage of  Gail Jorden and John Prosen 

 __________________________________________________________ OUR VISION  

 

FIRST in outreach to youth and families 
 

FIRST with in ðreach  
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs  

 

FIRST by reaching out  to new members of our community 

First Lutheran Church of  the Reformation 
A community of believers in Jesus Christ 
77 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut 
(860) 224ð2475 + www.1stlutherannb.org  


