
  

Gathering ________________________________________  
 

THE BELL CHOIR Beautiful Savior Silesian folk tune/Callahan 
 

Stand, as able 
THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
This prayer is said as the Advent wreath is lighted. 
A  O faithful and loving God, we praise you for your tender compassion 

and give you thanks for your steadfast love for us and all creation. Bless 
us who see the light of  this wreath, that we may be strengthened by the 
hope of  your advent among us, and live toward the completion of  all 
things in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen. 
 

THE  HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway, stanza 1 #264 
 

THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
C  Amen. 
P  The Sun of  righteousness shall rise with shining beams of  healing. Let 
us gather under the wings of Godõs mercy. 

 

Welcome! ________________________________________  
  

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If  this your first visit here, please fill 
out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering plate. 
 All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet 
baptized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching). 
 This morning we commune at the rail in continuous fashion. Take an 
empty cup from the tray at the head of  the aisle or if  you prefer grape juice, 
take a preðfilled cup from the center of  the same tray. Ushers will guide you 
to an empty space beginning at the back of  the rail. You are free to return by 
the side aisles as soon as you are ready. 
 Please join us after church downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
fellowship. 

The First Sunday in AdventThe First Sunday in AdventThe First Sunday in AdventñññNov. 29, 2009Nov. 29, 2009Nov. 29, 2009   
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion  Setting Six 

Dr. Jennifer Kilps, Director of  Congregational Life, preaching 
The Rev. Will Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor, presiding 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
P  Almighty God, 
C  we confess that we have sinned against you, and against our sis-

ters and brothers. Our words and deeds have not proclaimed your 
reign of  justice and truth. We have failed to watch and pray for 
the signs of  your advent among us. Forgive our sin, and come 
quickly to save us. Amen. 

P  In the advent of  Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with 
light and healing. Through Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon 
you, and forgives you all your sins. 

C  Amen. 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  Page 165, front of hymnal 
P  The grace of  our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the  
 communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C  And also with you. 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God Page 167 
  Congregation sings Refrain; choir sings verses 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Let us pray. 
C  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful pro-

tection alert us to the threatening dangers of  our sins, and re-
deem us for your life of  justice, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Word ____________________________________________  
 

THE FIRST READING  Jeremiah 33:14ð16 
In the Old Testament, òrighteousnessó often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God 
acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In todayõs reading, 
Jerusalemõs future nameñóThe Lord is our righteousnessóñproclaims that the Lord is even 
now working salvation for Israel. 
A  A reading from Jeremiah: 
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise 
I made to the house of  Israel and the house of  Judah.  15In those days and 
at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  16In those days Judah 
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will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which 
it will be called: òThe LORD is our righteousness.ó 
A  The word of  the Lord.    C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM 25:1ð10  Sung antiphonally 
REFRAIN: Choir, then all 

VERSES: Light=Choir, Bold=All. R  = Refrain (All)  

c  1To |  you, O LORD, 
 I lift |  up my soul. 
a  2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be |  put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph |  over me. 
3Let none who look to you be |  put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame |  who are treacherous. 
4Show me your |  ways, O LORD, 
 and teach |  me your paths.   R  
5Lead me in your |  truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of  my salvation; 
 in you have I trusted all |  the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- |  sion and love, 
 for they are from |  everlasting.   R  
7Remember not the sins of  my youth and |  my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love 
 and for the sake of  your good- |  ness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and up- |  right, O LORD; 
 therefore you teach sinners |  in your way. 
9You lead the low- |  ly in justice 
 and teach the low- |  ly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast |  love and faithfulness 
 to those who keep your covenant and your |  testimonies.     R  
 

We gather participants for CHILDRENõS WORSHIP 
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THE SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 3:9ð13 
Upon Timothyõs report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with grati-
tude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and bless-
ings for the people of this growing church. 
A  A reading from First Thessalonians: 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of  you?  10Night and day we pray most ear-
nestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in 
your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself  and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you.  12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.  13And may he so 
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of  our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
A  The word of  the Lord.   
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 21:25-36   
God will fulfill Godõs purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that 
great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but Godõs people shall be 
given strength to stand boldly and receive Godõs promised redemption. 
P  25There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of  the sea and the 
waves.  26People will faint from fear and foreboding of  what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of  the heavens will be shaken.  27Then they 
will see ôthe Son of Man coming in a cloudõ with power and great glory.  
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28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.ó 
  29Then he told them a parable: òLook at the fig tree and all the trees;  
30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near.  31So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of  God is near.  32Truly I tell you, this genera-
tion will not pass away until all things have taken place.  33Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipa-
tion and drunkenness and the worries of  this life, and that day does not 
catch you unexpectedly,  35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on 
the face of  the whole earth.  36Be alert at all times, praying that you may 
have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.ó  
P  The Gospel of  the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
THE SERMON Dr. Jennifer Kilps, Director of Congregational Life 
 

Stand 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying #436 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eter-
nally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; by the power of  the Holy Spirit he be-
came incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We ac-
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knowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen 
 

THE PRAYERS  Page 172, front of hymnal 
P  Waiting and watching for our sure and certain hope, let us pray for the 

world redeemed, the church reformed, and for all people restored in 
the coming one. 

A brief silence. 
 

A  God of  promise, your intention for the world is peace, justice, and 
righteousness. Keep this hopeful vision in our hearts, and strengthen us 
toward its fulfillment. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  God of  righteousness, you call your people to live out your ways in the 
world. Give to the church your spirit of  compassion and love, and in-
crease our love for one another and for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  God of hope, you know the fears and terrors we face. Be the strength 
of  the weak, the addicted, the anxious, those immobilized by fear, and 
the sick, especially Barbara, Lori, Karen, Crystal, Tameka, Jeffrey, Jessy, 
Louis, Cathy, Pat, Joyce, Cory, Wayne, Dean, Penny, Charlotte, Joseph, 
Rose, Rita & Keenen, Audrey, the grieving families of  David Andrews, 
Irene Kelly, and Dolindo Morelli, and those we name in our hearts or 
on our lips. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  God of  restoration, by your hand the heavens and the earth and all 
their inhabitants are continually being fashioned. As outer space and 
ocean depths continue to be explored, strengthen us to care for your 
creation and steward its resources faithfully. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  God of  grace, your word is a constant lamp for our feet and a light to our 
path. Lead this congregation in your ways, keep us mindful of  the needy 
and forgotten, and strengthen our service to them. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  God of life, the generations rise and pass away before you. As we re-
member the lives of  all your saints, inspire us by their witness and sup-
port us by their communion as we continue in your word that will not 
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pass away. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
 

P  Alert and on guard for the coming of  the Lord, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting all things to your never-failing love in Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
THE PARISH CONCERNS and WELCOME TO VISITORS 
THE OFFERING is received as the Lordõs table is prepared. 
THE ADULT CHOIR Lift up Your Heads Peter Niedmann 
THE TIME WITH CHILDREN  Pastor Will Baumgartner 
 

Stand 
THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #183 
 

Meal _____________________________________________  
 

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
A  God of  mercy and grace,   
C  the eyes of  all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. From 

all that you have given us, receive these gifts, signs of  our thanksgiving 
and praise. Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to 
the help of  all in need; through Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 THE INITIAL DIALOG  Page 172, front of hymnal 
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 THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 THE HOLY  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 
 we praise you for creating a world of  order and beauty. 
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
 you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
At this end of  the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
 and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

Remembering, therefore,  his life, death, and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
 strengthen our faith, 
 increase our hope, 
 and bring to birth the justice and joy of  your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C  Amen 
 

THE LORDõS PRAYER Right Column Page 173, front of hymnal 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 



9 

Sit 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

LAMB OF GOD  Page 174, front of hymnal 
THE COMMUNION HYMNS  
 My Lord, What a Morning  #438 
 Christ, Be Our Light  #715 
 

Sending __________________________________________  
 

Stand 
THE POSTðCOMMUNION BLESSING  
P  The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
C Amen 
 

THE POSTðCOMMUNION CANTICLE Now, Lord #200  
 

THE POSTðCOMMUNION PRAYER Page 174, front of hymnal 
A  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of  that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of  your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen 
 

THE PEACE 
P  The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 Peace be with you.  R  Peace be with you. 
 

THE BENEDICTION   
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lordõs face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and +  give you peace. 
C  Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL  Page 174, front of hymnal 
A  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE BAND Heõs Got the Whole World in His Hands
  African-American spiritual, arr. Stan Pethel 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK ____________  
 

Monday, November 30, 2009 
Andrew, Apostle 
The first of  the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly 
began to bring others to the Savior, including Simon Peter. 
The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to meet Jesus, 
and he brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, 
with which Jesus fed thousands. 

 
Thursday, December 3 
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552 
A native of  the Basque region of  Spain, Xavier became a mis-
sionary to India, Southeast Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He 
also helped to found the Society of  Jesus (Jesuits). 

 
Friday, December 4 
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns 
as well as theological works. One of  his works, The Fount of  
Wisdom, remained influential for centuries. 

 
Sunday, December 6 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 
Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in 
present-day Turkey. According to legend, he was famous for 
his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of  anony-
mous gift-giving. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26209. 
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We celebrate Holy Communion  
every Sunday at 9:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 

IN NEED OF PRAYER ____________________________  
 

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow. 
Barbara Miano (Tameka Kelly), Lori and Karen (Pat Brown), Crystal Du-
bois, Tameka Kelly, Jeffrey Merkle, Jessy Matthews, Louis Sacco, Cathy G. 
(Pat Brown), Pat Hamilton (Gail Bates), Joyce Swanson, Cory Williams 
(U.S. ArmyñCarmen Sierra),  Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord (Pat 
Brown), Penny Kinney, Charlotte Wunsch (Tameka Kelley), Joseph Pavano 
(Cindy Pavanoõs husband), Rose Hule (Pat Brown), Rita & Keenen Black 
(Pat Brown), Audrey Brolin (former FLCR music director), the grieving 
families of David Andrews (Pam Andrewsõ father), Irene Kelly, and 
Dolindo Morelli (Elsie Archaskiõs brother in law) 

 __________________________________________________________ OUR VISION  

 

FIRST in outreach to youth and families 
 

FIRST with in ðreach  
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs  

 

FIRST by reaching out  to new members of our community 

First Lutheran Church of  the Reformation 
A community of believers in Jesus Christ 
77 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut 
(860) 224ð2475 + www.1stlutherannb.org  


