
  

 
Gathering ________________________________________  
 

THE BELL CHOIR Angels, from the Realms of Glory Smart/Pavano 
 

Stand, as able 
THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
This prayer is said as the Advent wreath is lighted. 
A O faithful and loving God, we praise you for your tender compassion 

and give you thanks for your steadfast love for us and all creation. Bless 
us who see the light of  this wreath, that we may be strengthened by the 
hope of  your advent among us, and live toward the completion of  all 
things in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

THE  HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway, stanza 2 #264 
THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity,... endures forever.    C Amen. 
P The Sun of  righteousness… of  God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Almighty God, 
C we confess that we have sinned against you, and against our sis-

ters and brothers. Our words and deeds have not proclaimed your 
reign of  justice and truth. We have failed to watch and pray for 
the signs of  your advent among us. Forgive our sin, and come 
quickly to save us. Amen. 

 

Welcome! ________________________________________  
  

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If  this your first visit here, please fill 
out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering plate. 
 All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet 
baptized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching). 
 This morning we commune at the head of  the center aisle in continuous 
fashion. Take an empty cup from the tray at the head of  the aisle or if  you 
prefer grape juice, take a pre–filled cup from the center of  the same tray. 
 Please join us after church downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
fellowship. 
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P In the advent of  Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with 
light and healing. Through Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon 
you, and forgives you all your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  Page 165, front of hymnal 
P The grace of  our Lord  Jesus Christ,... be with you all.   
C  And also with you. 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God Page 167 
   Congregation sings Refrain; choir sings verses 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of  your only Son. 

By his coming give to all the people of  the world knowledge of  
your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Word ____________________________________________  
 

THE FIRST READING  Malachi 3:1–4 
The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means "my 
messenger") shall prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God's 
people, as silver and gold are refined. 
A A reading from Malachi: 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
LORD whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger 
of  the covenant in whom you delight — indeed, he is coming, says the 
LORD of  hosts.  2But who can endure the day of  his coming, and who can 
stand when he appears? 
 For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap;  3he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of  silver, and he will purify the descendants of  Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in right-
eousness.  4Then the offering of  Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
LORD as in the days of  old and as in former years. 
A The word of  the Lord.    C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALMODY: Luke 1:68-79  Sung antiphonally 
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REFRAIN: Choir, then all 

VERSES: Light=Choir, Bold=All. R = Refrain (All)  

c 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of  Israel, 
 you have come to your people and | set them free. 
a 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
 born of  the house of  your | servant David.    R 
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of  old to save us | from our 
  enemies, 
 71from the hands of  | all who hate us, 
72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
 and to remember your | holy covenant. 
73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
 74to set us free from the hands of  our | enemies, 
free to worship you | without fear, 
 75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of  our life.    R 
76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of  | the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
77to give God's people knowledge | of  salvation 
 by the forgiveness | of  their sins. 
78In the tender compassion | of  our God 
 the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shad- | ow of  death, 
 and to guide our feet into the | way of  peace.    R 
 

We gather participants for CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 

THE SECOND READING  Philippians 1:3–11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to 
be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, some-
times a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowl-
edge. 



4 

A A reading from Philippians: 
3I thank my God every time I remember you,  4constantly praying with joy 
in every one of  my prayers for all of  you,  5because of  your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now.  6I am confident of  this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 
of  Jesus Christ.  7It is right for me to think this way about all of  you, be-
cause you hold me in your heart, for all of  you share in God's grace with 
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of  the 
gospel.  8For God is my witness, how I long for all of  you with the compas-
sion of  Christ Jesus.  9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight  10to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of  Christ you may be pure and blameless,  
11having produced the harvest of  righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ for the glory and praise of  God. 
A The word of  the Lord.    C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 3:1–6   
John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is prepared by "repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins." As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of 
political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
P In the fifteenth year of  the reign of  Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of  Judea, and Herod was ruler of  Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of  the region of  Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
ruler of  Abilene,  2during the high priesthood of  Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of  God came to John son of  Zechariah in the wilderness.  3He went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of  repentance 
for the forgiveness of  sins,  4as it is written in the book of  the words of  the 
prophet Isaiah, 
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 "The voice of  one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of  the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
  5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
 and the rough ways made smooth; 
  6and all flesh shall see the salvation of  God.'" 
 

P The Gospel of  the Lord.  C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
THE SERMON Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 
 

Stand 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank #249 
 

THE NICENE CREED  Page 104, front of hymnal 
  

THE PRAYERS  Page 172, front of hymnal 
P Lord, in your mercy,           C hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 
THE PARISH CONCERNS and WELCOME TO VISITORS 
 

THE OFFERING is received as the Lord’s table is prepared. 
 

THE ADULT CHOIR Come and Praise the Lord with Joy Dolores Hruby 
 

THE TIME WITH CHILDREN  Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 
 

Stand 
THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #183 
 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 
 

Meal _____________________________________________  
 

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
A God of  mercy and grace,   
C the eyes of  all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. From 

all that you have given us, receive these gifts, signs of  our thanksgiving 
and praise. Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to 
the help of  all in need; through Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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 THE INITIAL DIALOG  Page 172, front of hymnal 

 THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 THE HOLY  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy God,... both now and forever.  C Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER Right Column Page 173, front of hymnal 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Sit 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

LAMB OF GOD  Page 174, front of hymnal 
 

THE COMMUNION HYMNS  
 All Earth Is Hopeful  #266 
 Soon and Very Soon  #439 

Sending __________________________________________  
Stand 
THE POST–COMMUNION BLESSING  
P The body and blood... keep you in his grace.  C   Amen 
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THE POST–COMMUNION CANTICLE Now, Lord #200 
THE POST–COMMUNION PRAYER Page 174, front of hymnal 
A God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of  that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of  your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of  the Lord be with you always.  C And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 Peace be with you.  R Peace be with you. 

THE BENEDICTION   
P The Lord bless you… and + give you peace. C Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL  Page 174, front of hymnal 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. C  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE BAND More Precious than Silver

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK _____________  
 

Sunday, December 6: Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 
Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in 
present-day Turkey. According to legend, he was famous for 
his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of  anony-
mous gift-giving. 

 

Monday, December 7: Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 
While a governor of  northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop 
of  Milan on the same day he was baptized. He was a famous 
preacher, a writer of  hymns we still sing today, and helped lead 
St. Augustine to faith. 
 

Sunday, December 13: Lucy, martyr, died 304 
Lucy was a young Christian of  Sicily who was martyred during 
the persecutions under Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration 
became particularly important in Sweden and Norway, perhaps 
because the feast of  Lucia (whose name means "light") originally 
fell on the shortest day of  the year. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26209. 
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We celebrate Holy Communion  
every Sunday at 9:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 

IN NEED OF PRAYER ____________________________  
 

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow. 
Jessy Matthews, Louis Sacco, Cathy G. (Pat Brown), Pat Hamilton (Gail 
Bates), Joyce Swanson, Cory Williams (U.S. Army—Carmen Sierra),  Wayne 
Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord (Pat Brown), Penny Kinney, Charlotte 
Wunsch (Tameka Kelley), Joseph Pavano (Cindy Pavano’s husband), Rose 
Hule (Pat Brown), Rita & Keenen Black (Pat Brown), Audrey Brolin 
(former FLCR music director), Jeffrey Merkle, Jack Thomson (friend of  
the Knapps), Debbie Ninenhuis, Nancy Williford (Nina Kretschmer’s 
friends), Karen (Pat Brown), Donald (Pat Brown), Maria P. (Pat Brown), the 
grieving families of  David Andrews (Pam Andrews’ father), Irene Kelly, 
and Dolindo Morelli (Elsie Archaski’s brother in law) 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ________________________________  

In Memory of  Casimer & Lorraine Jaksina given by the Jaksina/Sandquist 
Family. 

 __________________________________________________________ OUR VISION  

 

FIRST in outreach to youth and families 
 

FIRST with in–reach  
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs  

 

FIRST by reaching out to new members of our community 

First Lutheran Church of  the Reformation 
A community of believers in Jesus Christ 
77 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut 
(860) 224–2475 + www.1stlutherannb.org  


