
  

Gathering ________________________________________  
 

THE BELL CHOIR Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn/Pavano 
 

Stand, as able 
THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
This prayer is said as the Advent wreath is lighted. 
A  O faithful and loving God, we praise you for your tender compassion 

and give you thanks for your steadfast love for us and all creation. Bless 
us who see the light of  this wreath, that we may be strengthened by the 
hope of  your advent among us, and live toward the completion of  all 
things in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen. 
 

THE  HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway, stanza 3 #264 
THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, é endures forever.    C Amen. 
P  The Sun of righteousnessé Godõs mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P  Almighty God, 

 

Welcome! ________________________________________  
  

We are glad you are worshipping with us. If  this your first visit here, please 
fill out the large white welcome card on the pew and drop it in the offering 
plate. 
 All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet 
baptized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching). 
 This morning we commune at the rail in continuous fashion. Take an 
empty cup from the tray at the head of  the aisle or if  you prefer grape juice, 
take a preðfilled cup from the center of  the same tray. Ushers will guide you 
to an empty space beginning at the back of  the rail. You are free to return by 
the side aisles as soon as you are ready. 
 Please join us after church downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
fellowship. 
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C  we confess that we have sinned against you, and against our sis-
ters and brothers. Our words and deeds have not proclaimed your 
reign of  justice and truth. We have failed to watch and pray for 
the signs of  your advent among us. Forgive our sin, and come 
quickly to save us. Amen. 

P  In the advent of  Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with 
light and healing. Through Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon 
you, and forgives you all your sins. 

C  Amen. 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  Page 165, front of hymnal 

P  The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, é be with you all.   
C  And also with you. 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God Page 167 
   Congregation sings Refrain; choir sings verses 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 
P  Let us pray. 
C  Stir up the wills of  your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 

ears to the preaching of  John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we 
may bring forth the fruits of  repentance; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Word ____________________________________________  
 

THE FIRST READING  Zephaniah 3:14ð20 
The prophet Zephaniah's message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, 
which comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. 
Judgment has led to repentance, and God's salvation is at hand. 
A  A reading from Zephaniah: 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter Jerusalem! 
  15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
 he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of  Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
 you shall fear disaster no more. 
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  16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
 do not let your hands grow weak. 
  17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
 a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
 he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of  festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
 so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
  19I will deal with all your oppressors 
 at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
 and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
 and renown in all the earth. 
  20At that time I will bring you home, 
 at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of  the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes, says the LORD. 
A  The word of  the Lord.    C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALMODY: Isaiah 12:2-6  Sung antiphonally 
REFRAIN: Choir, then all 

VERSES: Light=Choir, Bold=All. R  = Refrain (All)  

c  2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not |  be afraid, 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, 
 and has become |  my salvation. 
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a  3With joy you |  will draw water 
 from the wells |  of  salvation.   R  
4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call |  on God's name; 
 make known the deeds of  the LORD among the nations; 
 proclaim that this name |  is exalted. 
5Sing praises to the LORD, who has done |  gloriously; 
 let this be known in |  all the earth. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O |  royal Zion, 
 for great in your midst is the Holy |  One of  Israel.   R  
 

We gather participants for CHILDRENõS WORSHIP 
 

THE SECOND READING  Philippians 4:4ð7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his 
friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns, with the hope they will 
experience God's joy and peace. 
A  A reading from Philippians: 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near.  6Do not worry about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.  7And the peace of  God, which surpasses all un-
derstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
A  The word of  the Lord.    C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 3: 7-18  
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one "who is coming." John teaches that preparation for 
God's reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical gener-
osity, and vocational integrity. 
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P  7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You 
brood of  vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8Bear 
fruits worthy of  repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have 
Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham.  9Even now the ax is lying at the root of  the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire." 
  10And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?"  11In reply he 
said to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 
none; and whoever has food must do likewise."  12Even tax collectors came 
to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?"  13He 
said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you."  14Sol-
diers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do 
not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satis-
fied with your wages." 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,  16John 
answered all of  them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of  his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  17His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff  he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to 
the people. 
P  The Gospel of  the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
THE SERMON Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 
 

Stand 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn #242 
 

THE NICENE CREED  Page 104, front of hymnal 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eter-
nally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; by the power of  the Holy Spirit he be-
came incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 



6 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We ac-
knowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen 
 

THE PRAYERS  Page 172, front of hymnal 
P  Waiting and watching for our sure and certain hope, let us pray for the 

world redeemed, the church reformed, and for all people restored in 
the coming one. 

A brief silence. 
 

A  We rejoice in your saving presence this day, O God, for you promise to 
alleviate disasters and gather outcasts. Through us, bring relief  to all for 
whom any calamity or catastrophe has created suffering and displace-
ment. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  We rejoice in your renewing presence this day, O God, for you give us 
your saving word that makes us die to sin and raises us to newness of 
life. Keep your church steadfast in your word and receptive to the ways 
of  your Spirit among us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  We rejoice in your providing presence this day, O God, for you are the 
supplier of  our every need. Provide warmth and food for all who lack 
such basic human needs, and use our hearts and hands as the means of 
your gracious provision. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  We rejoice in your sustaining presence this day, O God, for in your 
goodness and mercy you bring forth the fruits of  the earth. As field 
and farmland now rest in winter's night, may harvests again be bounti-
ful after seedtime and summer's growth. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  We rejoice in your strengthening presence this day, O God, for in you 
there is no fear of  retribution. May those who worship in this place 
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find confidence in the welcome of  genuine community and the 
warmth of  holy hospitality. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

A  We rejoice in your healing presence this day, O God, for in Christ sick-
ness and death have no power over us. May those who suffer find 
wholeness in your arms, especially Joyce, Corey, Wayne, Dean, Penny,  
Charlotte, Joseph, Rose, Rita & Keenen, Audrey, Jeffrey, Jack, Debbie, 
Nancy, Karen, Donald, Maria, Dan, Henry, Kevin, Grieving family of  
John Jastrzemski and those we name in our hearts or on our lips (a 
brief  silence). Keep Cory safe as he serves his country. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  We rejoice in your comforting presence this day, O God, for you prom-
ise never to leave us or forsake us. Keep us in communion with all the 
saints (especially Lucy, martyr, whom we commemorate today), until that day 
when all tears will be wiped away and sorrow will be no more. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P  Alert and on guard for the coming of  the Lord, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting all things to your never-failing love in Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
THE PARISH CONCERNS and WELCOME TO VISITORS 
THE OFFERING is received as the Lordõs table is prepared. 
THE ADULT CHOIR Eõen So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz 
THE TIME WITH CHILDREN  Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 
 

Stand 
THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #183 
 

Meal _____________________________________________  
 

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
A  God of  mercy and grace,   
C  the eyes of  all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. From 

all that you have given us, receive these gifts, signs of  our thanksgiving 
and praise. Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to 
the help of  all in need; through Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 THE INITIAL DIALOG  Page 172, front of hymnal 

 THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 THE HOLY  Page 173, front of hymnal 
 THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 
 we praise you for creating a world of  order and beauty. 
 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
 you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 

At this end of  the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
 and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

Remembering, therefore,  his life, death, and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 
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Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
 strengthen our faith, 
 increase our hope, 
 and bring to birth the justice and joy of  your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C  Amen 
 

THE LORDõS PRAYER Right Column Page 173, front of hymnal 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Sit 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

LAMB OF GOD  Page 174, front of hymnal 
 

THE COMMUNION HYMNS  
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  #244 
 He Came Down  #266 
 

Sending __________________________________________  
Stand 
THE POSTðCOMMUNION BLESSING  
P  The body and blood ...keep you in his grace.  C  Amen 

THE POSTðCOMMUNION CANTICLE Now, Lord #200  
 

THE POSTðCOMMUNION PRAYER Page 174, front of hymnal 
A  God for whom we wait... Jesus Christ our Lord.  C Amen 
 

THE PEACE 
P  The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 Peace be with you.  R  Peace be with you. 
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THE BENEDICTION   
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lordõs face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and +  give you peace. 
C  Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL  Page 174, front of hymnal 
A  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE POSTLUDE Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn 
  Marty Haugen, arr David Cherwien 

 
COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK ____________  
 

Sunday, December 13, 2009: Lucy, martyr, died 304 
Lucy was a young Christian of  Sicily who was martyred during 
the persecutions under Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration 
became particularly important in Sweden and Norway, perhaps 
because the feast of  Lucia (whose name means "light") originally 
fell on the shortest day of  the year. 

 
Monday, December 14: John of the Cross, renewer of the church, 
died 1591 
John was a member of  the Carmelite monastic order, and 
worked to reform it. His writings reflect a deep interest in mysti-
cal thought and meditation. 

 
Wednesday, December 16: Las Posadas 
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its 
name from the "posadas," or lodgings, sought by Mary 
and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in  
a neighborhood, unsuccessfully, until finally they are  
welcomed in, and a party commences. 

 
Sunday, December 20: Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the 
church, died 1552 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows 
as a nun, but around age twenty-four she and several other nuns 
who were influenced by the writings of  Martin Luther left the 
convent. Six children were born to Katie and Martin. 
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