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The Gathering ___________________________________________  
 
(3:50) PRE–SERVICE MUSIC 
 

A Savior Is Born  Giacomo Carissimi 
  Barbara Pond, soprano 
 
(10:30) PRE–SERVICE MUSIC 
 

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light J.S. Bach 
 
Carol of the Bells  Mikhail Leontovich, arr. Wilhousky 
 
Silent Night  Franz Gruber, arr. Jerry Willard 
  Katelyn Rivers, flute 
 
A Savior Is Born  Giacomo Carissimi 
  Barbara Pond, soprano 
 
Gesú Bambino  Pietro Yon 
  J.J. Alex, soprano; Dennis Alex, violin; Cindy Pavano, piano 
 
 
   
THE WELCOME  Pastor A. Elisabeth Aurand 
 

 
 

WELCOME! _______________________________________________________  
A blessed Christmas to you and your loved ones! We are glad you are in church 
with us this evening. Carols are in the cranberry Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

If  this your first visit here, please fill out the large white welcome card on 
the pew and drop it in the offering plate. 
 All baptized Christians are invited to Holy Communion. Those not yet 
baptized are also welcomed for a blessing (cross arms when approaching). 
 This evening we commune in continuous fashion at the head of  the 
center aisle. Take an empty cup from the tray at the head of  the aisle or if  
you prefer grape juice, take a preðfilled cup from the center of  the same 
tray. 
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THE ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding minister begins: 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen 

P Amidst the darkness of  this world, let us confess our sin 
and welcome the light of  God's forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P Mary accepted your call to be the mother of  Jesus. 
C Forgive our lack of  faith and trust in your will. 

P Your Son was born in the poverty of  a stable. 
C Forgive our neglect of  the poor. 

P The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
C Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 

P The magi followed the star to find the Savior of  the nations. 
C Forgive our reluctance to seek you with all our hearts. 

P The angel said, you shall call his name Jesus 
for he will save his people from their sins. 
With great joy, I announce to you 
the entire forgiveness of  your sins, 
in the name of  the Father, and of  the + Son, 
and of  the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful #283 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, 
 and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Page 148, front of hymnal 
Cantor: 4:00, Bill Hively; 11:00, James Rinas 
 

THE SALUTATION 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of  
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of  Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of  his glory; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

The Word _______________________________________________  
 

THE FIRST READING  Isaiah 9:2-7 
A A reading from Isaiah: 
The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of  deep darknessñ 
 on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of  their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of  their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of  Midian. 
5For all the boots of  the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of  David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore.  A The word of  the Lord.   

The zeal of  the LORD of  hosts will do this.     C  Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM 96 Sung responsively 
REFRAIN: (Choir or cantor, then all): 

VERSES: Light=Cantor; bold=all 

L 1Sing to the LORD | a new song; * 
 sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
C 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of  the LORD;* 
 proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare God's glory a- | mong the nations * 
 and God's wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, * 
 more to be feared | than all gods.   R 
5As for all the gods of  the nations, they | are but idols; * 
 but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; * 
 power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of  the peoples, * 
 ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; * 
 bring offerings and enter the courts | of  the LORD.   R 
9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of  holiness; * 
 tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: "The | LORD is king! * 
 The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will 
  judge the peo- | ples with equity." 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; * 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | 
  is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of  the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, 
  O LORD, * 
 for you come to | judge the earth. 
13You will judge the | world with righteousness * 
 and the peo- | ples with your truth.   R 

R 
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THE SECOND READING  Titus 2:11-14 
A A reading from Titus: 
The grace of  God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed 
hope and the manifestation of  the glory of  our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself  for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself  a people of  his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 
A The word of  the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

THE TIME WITH CHILDREN Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 Angels We Have Heard on High, Stanzas 1 and 2 #289 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

THE GOSPEL  Luke 2:1-20  
At 4:00, we respond to the reading as follows: 
P Our Christmas Eve story comes from the Gospel of  Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of  Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. To us is born a Savior. 
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P Joseph also went from the town of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of  David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of  David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. To us is born a Savior.  
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of  cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. To us 
is born a Savior.  
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 



7 

 

P In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of  the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. To 
us is born a Savior. 
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for seeñI am bringing 
you good news of  great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of  David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
 you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of  cloth and lying in a manger." 
To us is born a Savior.  
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!" To us is born a Savior.  
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. To us 
is born a Savior.  
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
To us is born a Savior.  
C Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. To us is born a Savior.  
C Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
At 11:00: 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
P In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quir-
inius was governor of  Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Jo-
seph also went from the town of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of  
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David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of  David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of  cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of  the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, òDo not be afraid; for seeñI am bringing you good news 
of  great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of  David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.ó 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 14 òGlory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!ó 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, òLet us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.ó 16So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glori-
fying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

P The Gospel of  the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
THE SERMON  Pastor A. Elisabeth Aurand 
 

Stand 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY 
 4:00 What Child Is This? #296 
 11:00 From Heaven Above #268 
 Stanzas 1-3 All 
 Stanza 6 Choir 
 Stanza 8 InstrumentalñPlease follow the text as you listen. 
 Stanza 12 Women and high voices 
 Stanza 13 Men and low voices 
 Stanza 14 All 
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THE NICENE CREED 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eter-
nally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; by the power of  the Holy Spirit he be-
came incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection 
of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen 
 

THE PRAYERS 
P Rejoicing that the grace of  God has been revealed in the birth of  Jesus 

Christ, the light of  the world, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of  God's creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

A Wonderful Counselor, in the fullness of  time you became one of  us 
and your wisdom from on high came down to make a home among us. 
On this holy night, establish and uphold our world with your justice 
and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Mighty God, when the time had been fulfilled, you came down from 

heaven and became one with your creation by taking on our humanity. On 
this holy night, enable and empower your church to embrace your beloved 
humanity in its many and varied expressions. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Everlasting Father, when all was in readiness, you became flesh and 
blood to heal and redeem the world. On this holy night, may the light 
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of  Christ banish the darkness of  war and global strife, that the nations 
may rejoice in your light. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Prince of  Peace, at the moment of  your birth the night sky rang out 
with the song of  the angels. On this holy night, preserve the earth, sea, 
and skies, the forests, fish, and fields, that peace on earth might extend 
to every living creature. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Word of  life, on the night of  your birth you hallowed all time and all 
flesh. On this holy night, expand the vision of  this faith community to 
recognize and welcome your holy face in every human being, and ac-
knowledge your sacred fingerprint on every living thing. We pray for 
those who need your healing, especially Jeffrey, Jack, Debbie, Nancy, 
Karen, Donald, Maria, Dan, Henry, Kevin, June, Lola, Crystal, Shawn, 
Pauline, Jay, Brittany, Carol, Wayne, Dean, Penny, Joe, Rose, Rita & 
Keenen, Audrey, Wendy, Carolyn, Bill, the grieving family of  John 
Jastrzemski (Elsie Archaski), and those we name in our hearts or on 
our lips (a brief  pause). Keep Cory, Juan and Nilberto safe as they 
serve our country. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A God with us, in every time and place the voices of  saints and angels 
together proclaim the good news of  great joy which is for all people. 
Blend our voices with theirs, and at the last day assemble us all around 
your heavenly throne to forever sing a joyful song to you. Lord, in your 
mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Come down to us, O God, and make your home with us, in us, and 
through us, for the sake of  the one whose birth the angels sang and the 
shepherds proclaimed, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C Amen. 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of  the Lord be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
Please share a sign of Godõs peace. 
 Peace be with you. R Peace be with you. 
Sit 
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The OFFERING is received as the Lordõs Table is prepared. 
(4:00) SOLO Gesú Bambino Pietro Yon 
  Betty Knorr, mezzo-soprano 
 

(11:00) THE ADULT CHOIR O Holy Night Adolphe Adam 
  Barbara Pond, soprano 
Stand 
THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards #184  
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray. Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of  all things. Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to 
your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of  all 
that you have made, for the sake of  him who gave himself  for us, Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
The Meal _________________________________________________  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

THE INITIAL DIALOG  Page 152 front of hymnal 
 

THE INITIAL THANKSGIVING 
 

THE HOLY  Page 153 front of hymnal 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life,é 
 éin your holy Church, both now and forever. 
C Amen 
 

THE LORDõS PRAYER  Page 154 front of hymnal 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Sit 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 Please come up the center aisle for Communion as we sing: 
 LAMB OF GOD  Page 154 front of hymnal 
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(4:00) THE COMMUNION MUSIC 
Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella  French carol, arr. Randall Hartsell 
  Erika Edmiston, piano 
I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve  #271 

 

(11:00) THE COMMUNION MUSIC 
O Come, All Ye Faithful Katelyn Rivers, flute Wade, arr. Willard 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  #282 
The Shepherdsõ Chorus from Amahl and the Night Visitors Menotti 
 Eric Nilsson, James Rinas, baritones; Karl Nilsson, tenor; Barbara Pond, soprano 
 

The Sending _____________________________________________  
 

Stand 
THE POSTðCOMMUNION BLESSING 
 

THE POSTðCOMMUNION PRAYER  
A Let us pray. Radiant God, é Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

THE POST-COMMUNION HYMN 
 Joy to the World Stanzas 1 and 2 #267 
 

The Candle Lighting _____________________________________  
 

THE HYMN Night of Silence/Silent Night #281 

C 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lordõs face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor andééééé  
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(4:00) Barbara Pond, soprano; Betty Knorr, mezzo-soprano,  
 Eric Nilsson, baritone 
(11:00) Eric Nilsson, baritone; Dennis Alex, violin; Cindy Pavano, keyboard 
  Please extinguish your candle when the hymn is over. 
 A moment of silence is kept as the lights in the church brighten again. 
 

THE DISMISSAL   
A Go in peace. Share the good news.    C  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE (4:00) Away in a Manger Tom Abucewicz, tenor saxophone 
(11:00)Jesu, Joy of Manõs DesiringñJ.S. Bach Dennis Alex, violin 
 
COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK____________________ 
 

Saturday, December 26: Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Stephenõs preaching angered the temple authorities, and they or-
dered him to be put to death by stoning. 

 

 
Sunday, December 27: John, Apostle and Evangelist 
John was one of  the twelve disciples and witness to the  
transfiguration. 
 

 
Monday, December 28:The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in 
Bethlehem in his jealous attempt to murder the baby Jesus. 
 

The Christmas season begins today. Join us for the rest of it. 
Sunday, December 27: Rescheduled Pageant and Carols, 9:00 A.M. 
Sunday, December 27: Blue Christmas. Snacks 5:30 P.M. Service 6:30.  
Wednesday, January 6, 2010: Epiphany Lessons and Carols, 7:00 P.M.,  
following 6:00 P.M. Pasta Supper. Classic and multicultural carols. 
 

Blessed Christmas from your church staffé 

 

Pastor A. Elisabeth Aurand  

Pastor Will Baumgartner  

Jennifer Kilps, Jessica Sierra,  

Breanne Johnson, Bill Hively,  

Rich Legnani, Holly Erickson  
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E. Marjorie &Howard Johnson 

Edith & Carl E. Johnson 

June (Goodrich) Johnson 

Norman Kallberg Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin A. Kallberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Kallberg 

Mr. James F. Kallberg 

Heather Kinney 

Lillian Knapp 

Camille Lord 

Joyce Lord 

Frank & Helen Lundell 

Joan Marchesi 

Donald L. Merkle 

Mary & Stanley Michalski 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen R. Nelson 

Eleanor P. Nelson 

Esther & Andrew Nelson 

Gunnar J. Nelson 

Wesley L. Nelson 

Edith Nilsson 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Abuce-
wicz Sr. 

June & Ed Ahlquist 

Donald G. Bates 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Bostrom 

Thure & Arthur Bostrom 

Marge Bradlau 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert A. Brann 

Angela Camillini 

Mr. & Mrs. August Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Carlson 

Toby Clark 

Joseph & Mabel Conti 

Nero Conti 

Pastor Roger M. Davidson 

Walter & Ingeborg Davidson 

Henry Eisenhardt 

Susan Gentry 

Esther Gullberg 

Donald Heslin 

Gaylord Hiser 

F. Louise Holmstrom 

Adolph & Signe Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur M.W.   
Johnson 

CHRISTMAS  
MEMORIALS  

2009  
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Ada Olson 

Judi Olson 

Mark Olson 

Nanette Olson 

Ruth & Harry Olson 

Terry Paul 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Peterson 

Ruth V & Adolph J Peterson 

Beatrice Piatek 

Lewis & Marie Picerno 

William & Adele Rinas 

Leon J. Rydel 

Mabel E. Schleicher 

William L. Schubert 

Annie & Alarik Soneson 

Warren L. Soneson 

Joseph & Jeanie Stavola 

Carole Steurer 

Frederick Stuhlmiller 

Mrs. Ethel Swanson 

Mr. Robert Swanson 

William & Linnea Wolf 

Members of the Bradlau Family 

Loved ones of Mr. & Mrs. Donald Harris 

Departed Friends & Family of Sylvia Herberts 

Dear Departed Family Members of Norma Wallace 
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 __________________________________________________________ OUR VISION  

 

FIRST in outreach to youth and families 
 

FIRST with in-reach  
for opportunities in worship and weekday life empowering programs  

 

FIRST by reaching out to new members of our community 

First Lutheran Church of  the Reformation 
A community of  believers in Jesus Christ 
77 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut 
(860) 224-2475 + www.1stlutherannb.org  
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in America. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
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IN NEED OF PRAYER 
Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow. 
Jeffrey Merkle, Jack Thomson (Ina Knapp), Debbie Ninehuis (Nina Kret-
schmer), Nancy Williford (Nina Kretschmer), Karen (Pat Brown), Donald 
(Pat Brown), Maria P. (Pat Brown), Dan Kretschmer (Nina Kretschmer), 
Henry Marchesi (Leslie Marchesi), Kevin Clifford (Carmen Sierra), the 
Grieving family of  John Jastrzemski (Elsie Archaski), Cory Williams 
(Carmen Sierra), June oõLeary, Lola Tucker, Crystal & Shawn Dubois (Pat 
Brown), Juan Rodriguez (Carmen Sierra), Nilberto Navarro III (Carmen 
Sierra), Pauline Buinickas, Jay (Louis Sacco), Brittany Antune (Carolyn 
Magnuson), Carol Delvallie (Rich Legnani), Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean 
Lord (Pat Brown), Penny Kinney (Pat Brown), Joe Pavano (Cindy Pavano), 
Rose Hule (Pat Brown), Rita & Keenen Black (Pat Brown), Audrey Brolin 
(Cindy Pavano), Wendy Soneson, Carolyn Magnuson, Bill Perley (David 
Keating) 


