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 The April Issue 
 

We will soon huddle around a small 

fire made on the corner of the north 

parking lot, and, as the sun sets on 

April 11th, light the 2009 paschal 

candle in a rite opening this yearôs 

Easter celebration. We huddle 

against the cold at 77 Franklin 

Square, the location of choice since 

the Dec. 14th   vote, for the ministry 

of our church. 

 

The long-range team, 7 for 77 

(Franklin Square) is hard at work to 

ensure that for the next four Easters 

(through 2013), the congregation  

will most definitely light the spring 

fire on Franklin Square and hope-

fully for an indefinite number of 

years to come (imagine the congre-

gation lighting the 2050 paschal 

candle, for example.) Perhaps each 

time you see the paschal candle with 

the markings of the year, youôll rec-

ognize not just the calendar year, yet 

also ponder how far into a more in-

tentional walk with God weôve 

come as a congregation. 

 

Since not everyone was present at 

the January Annual Meeting of the 

congregation, where the seven  

ñplanksò of  the 7 for 77 committee 

were approved, it might be useful to 

review the blueprint into the future 

for First Lutheran Church of the 

Reformation as  charted by the com-

mittee: 

 

1. Hire a full-time Intergenera-

tional Program Directorðsoon. 

We will have just met at a spe-

cial congregational meeting to 

determine whether to initiate a 

search for this staff person. 

 

2. Expand the Music Program. Min-

ister of Music, Bill Hively will be 

gaining extra hours this spring to 

develop initiatives. 

 

3. Sell the Youth Center. A survey is 

complete and the city is being con-

sulted on whether a variance is 

needed. 

 

4. Immediate Physical Plant Work. 

(View the current committee report 

for details, page number 5). 

 

 

 

5. Moving towards Option 6 1 with 

or without the Towers. This pro-

vides the focus for prioritizing 

building projects with un-wasted 

financing, as well as providing a 

facilities goal around which every-

one can be enthusiastic. 

 

6. Pursue Sharing our church as an 

ñInterfaith Community Centerò.  

This may leverage grants and would 

bring better stewardship of the fa-

cilities. 

7. Improve the Cleanliness of our 

Church. 

 

You might say we are, in many 

ways, ñunder constructionò as a con-

gregation. While this might sound 

novel -  as 1st Corinthians states, the 

default position of Christians  is  

building up the body of Christ.  We 

shore up one another in our tasks. 

May Easterôs joy bring a fullness of 

rejoicing as we grow into our 1st 

Corinthians stance as a congrega-

tion. 

ðRev. A. Elisabeth Aurand 

 
 

1 Re-use of the 1906 building so that 

it contains the functions of the cur-

rent educational unit; demolition of 

the educational unit. 

   2009 Holy Week  

APRIL 10th:  New Britain Ecumenical Good Friday Service  

 with seven preachers and three choirs, 12-3 PM 

                 Come when you can for as long as you can 

 

     APRIL 11th: Solemn vigil & Easterôs first  

         celebration.  7 PM Saturday evening 

 

    APRIL 12th: FESTIVAL EASTER  

                              WORSHIP   
    Easter Sunday, 8 AM  worship  

 9:15 AM Church School egg hunt and festivities 

 10 AM Easter festival worship 

 

NEW! Sunday 6:30 PM worship starts April 19th 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\LWallace\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\9YOC5WA6\APRIL%20column.doc#_ftn1#_ftn1
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COUNCIL : Council Meeting   March 16, 2009 

Present: Pr. Aurand, Tom Abucewicz, Robert 

Anderson, Dave Jones, Nancy Gentry, Craig DiAn-

gelo, Bruce Fletcher, Tameka Kelley, Sarah 

Zalewski, Leslie-Marchesi Hughes, Alyssa Hughes, 

Eric Nilsson, Karl Nilsson. Absent: Gail Bates. 

  

Tom brought the meeting to order and told a joke 

attributed to Ed Lynn about a golden retriever.  

Pastorôs report: Elisabeth spoke about a number of 

tasks that would take place in the near future, includ-

ing special services and a new conference Ascension 

service, the kick-off of the 6:30 PM evening service, 

the interview process for the Director of Congrega-

tional Life, the stewardship campaign,  her presenta-

tion at Camp Calumet, and the final Lenten initia-

tives. A motion was made, seconded and approved  

to fund the eight extra hours of the administrative 

assistant position.  A motion as made, seconded and 

approved that a second offering be taken at the Palm 

Sunday service to benefit the New Britain Food and 

Resource Center by means of the Foodshare pro-

gram. 

Tom relayed the results of the pollé.70 in favor of 

one service and 19 in favor of the present arrange-

ment.  Leslie wondered if the evening service might 

have skewed results while the other two services are 

going on.  Bruce said the reality would be some peo-

ple in the congregation would be trying it outéthat 

Outreach committee wanted to switch  to one service 

immediately after Easter. 7 for 77 said wait ótill Me-

morial Day because we change over anyhow.  Elisa-

beth said that newer folks at the evening service 

wouldnôt be coming to the morning services, any-

how. A discussion ensured about whether the right 

time  to start the evening service might be Memorial 

Day?  The Outreach committee had done research 

about the best time for starting a new service and the 

current date was in that parameter. 7 for 77 said peo-

ple would be in the habit of going through the sum-

mer at 9 AM- just quietly do the new service time 

off of that. 

A motion was made that we accept Executive com-

mitteeôs recommendation that we go to one  morning 

service, with date to be decided by Council. It was 

seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

The discussion continued on when to start the ser-

vice. It was said that there were only 4 or 5 weeks in 

between Easter and the start of Memorial Day and 

the 9 AM service.  The motion was made by Nancy 

Gentry,  that we start the 9 AM service May 24th.   

Bob ï seconded it. 12 were for the motion and one 

against. 

Tom asked what the service would be like. Reply: 

Candles, Taize, Revivalégroups of musicians 

sometimes/ Bruce said it should run for a year;  that 

we  wonôt get newcomers unless folks are friendly.  

The Finance committee made a  recommendation:  

that $640 from the  Edith Johnson fund  be given to 

Karl to attend the summer music camp.   

The Stewardship campaign this year will  probably  

talk  and teach about giving proportionally as to how 

weôve been blessed. 

The 7 for 77 report followed. First, there was a dis-

cussion on the hiring of the Director of Congrega-

tional Life. There is to be a meeting on March 29th to 

approve the position.  The motion  was made, sec-

onded and approved to hold the special congrega-

tional meeting. The motion to be made there will be 

(and will be in the notice to the congregation)  that : 

 We move that FLCR proceed in hiring a Di-

rector of Congregational Life  in a negotiated salary 

and benefits package (depending on experience), in 

the range of $50,000-$75,000 a year, funded 

through the unrestricted endowment. 

 Bruce made a motion which was seconded  that we 

have an informal vote with provision of a written 

ballot  in the case of a close vote.  Motion carried. 

There was a need to approve an advertising budget.  

Ads would go to the ELCA, Christian Century 

magazine,  and local Herald-type papers in Massa-

chusetts, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa as well as 

in the Herald here.  Tameka made a motion which 

was seconded to spend to a cap of $5000 for adver-

tisement..   The motion carriedé 

 The AJP Engineering tower works LLC contract 

was discussed . Leslie noted that the economy may 

be working in our favor for tower work.  All con-

curred. What is the time for completion?  The goal is 

this construction season.  The motion was made and 

seconded: 

To accept the contract submitted by AJP Engineer-

ing to do an evaluation of  the north and south tower 

façades as soon as feasibly possibly.   Motion car-

ried.   

Surveying.  A map  of the youth center property has 

been done.  Pins are in ground.  Craig will go to City 

Planningéhe talked with Steve Schiller 

(informally). It  seems we wonôt have to go through 

zoning process because itôs just splitting off prop-

erty. If he sees anything out of the norm, we will 

have to get a variance. If we are going to sell the 

structure,  there must be an abatement assessment.   
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WELCA 

Women of the ELCA at St. Johnôs Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 295-303 Arch St., invite you to the 

groupôs spring meetings. The following is  

scheduled: 

 

April 16th (Thursday) ï 7 PM,  

 Created in the  Image of God 

 Program Leader ï Anne Dietrich 

 

May 2nd (Saturday, 8:45 ï 2:15),  

Spring Gathering for Connecticut conferences  

  THEME: Praying Hearts  

 

May 17th (Sunday, following worship),  

 A Calendar of Quilts 

 Program Leader ï Lois Horbal 

 

June 11th (Thursday) - 7 PM, Literacy Volunteers 

 Program Leader ï Gerry  

 

 

 

Youth lead Worship on March 22nd 

The Youth Group lead both the 8AM and 

10AM services on this the fourth Sunday in 

Lent.  

The Youth Group would like to thank the 

congregation for their support, encourage-

ment, and positive feedback. It was an eye-

opening experience for all for all of us to 

learn about food insecurity and to be able to 

help teach the rest of the congregation about 

this important issue. 

Craig will find out who the city uses.   

What about the sense of the church as a site for secu-

lar activities?  Pat Brown and Beth Allen are looking 

into this. Pat and  Wendy Whicher will try to look 

into grants. 

 

Old Business April 20th is the next meet-

ing...refreshments? Gail has the list. 

Should we leave out the word ñnewò in the mission 

statement? Maybe we can bring this up in June with 

the congregation. 

Respectfully submitted, Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand 

 

 

Pasta Suppers- 
On Wednesday March 18th we hosted the fourth 

Lenten Worship Service. This coincided with the 

regularly scheduled Pasta Supper. Approximately 

150 dinners were served. There was twenty three 

pounds of pasta, eight gallons of sauce, fifteen 

pounds of meat and five large trays of  salad that 

was consumed. Dinner rolls and butter were also of-

fered. Cookies were served for dessert. There was an 

outpouring of volunteers from The Wellspring Bap-

tist Church who assisted with serving the pasta as 

well as the clean up, which was greatly appreciated. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Youth Works 

 

 **Fundraisers:  
 - Flowers (Mothers Day) 

 -Cardamom Bread (Easter) 

 -òBuy a Mile to Ohio: - make a road map 

with a goal of $1500 (like :Food for Hungryò so 

thereôs a visual for the congregation to see). We will 

ask Thrivent to match any one of these. 
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   EXECUTIVE : 

A discussion with Bill Hively regarding how he 

will use his time on the bulletins was deferred to 

next month. 

Pam Andrews, Administrative Assistant started 

work on March 4th. Her hours will be 9:00 to 2:00 

Monday-Friday. An additional 3 hours will be on 

Thursday/Friday. 

Three items have been referred to the Finance 

Committee. They are Pay for extra office hours, pay 

for a new Director of Congregational Life and a re-

quest by a church member for funds for a workshop. 

The results of the poll conducted on March 1st 

regarding the service time, came back with 70 in fa-

vor of one service at 9:00. There were 19 in favor of 

keeping the two services. With our schedule for one 

service beginning Memorial Day weekend, it was 

decided to continue with the same in September.   

The Board will recommend to the Church  

Council that a congregational meeting be held on 

March 29th at 9:15 a.m. to discuss the implementa-

tion of the goals of the ñ7 for 77 Committeeò. This 

will include approval to spend $50k to $75k for a 

Director of Congregational Life and approval to pub-

lish a job description. 

Only one response for the Youth Worker was 

received and that didnôt work out. We will try in 

May and if necessary in September to hire a Youth 

Director. Tom said we might want consider sharing a 

Youth Director with another city church. Nancy sug-

gested we contact Mike Gorzach and Chris Montes 

for possible candidates. 

Pastor Aurand will work with Bruce Fletcher to 

compose a letter outlining the March 29th meeting. 

With Church Council approval it will be mailed on 

March 17, 2009. 

Security issues were discussed and consideration 

was given to add a security detail to People Power. 

A request for use of the sanctuary on June 6th for 

a wedding of a family member of the congregation 

was approved contingent on payment for custodial 

services. 

The board discussed an additional custodian to 

begin in September and additional hours on Good 

Friday and Easter Vigil. We would like direction 

from the ñ7 for 77 Committee on the new position. 

It was decided that the Administrative Assistant 

will keep the membership books and attendance cur-

rent.. A volunteer will do the rolodex and computer. 

Information on a stewardship campaign will be 

coming in April. 

   Property: 

Eric pursued a price quote for materials to renew 

wood floor finish.$71.24/ 5 gallon Ace urethane 

fortified floor finish. One gallon covers about 

3000 square feet. Committee will set up work 

day after possibility of snow is gone. 

David spoke with a pasta supper attendee who 

has a small business supplying and laundering 

entry way carpets. Pricing ranges from $45 to 

$65 per carpet depending on size. Schedule to 

launder every six months will be set up.  

      The Committee voted in favor of cleaning. 

Roof leaks over Pastorôs office and a classroom 

will be addressed when roof is dry and weather 

is warm. Drain leaders in both areas will be in-

spected with video equipment to determine the 

source of the problem. 

We are having problems finding sturdy metal 

paper towel holders. Eric will check with Ace 

Hardware vendors for them. 

The committee contacted NXEGen/Energysolve 

for an energy audit.. 

Drain Doctor cleaned the drain in the sacristy 

and lavatory on upper level on March 11th. 

Time to plan another sand clean up. This will 

wait until the possibility of snow is gone. 

Finance: 

Issues discussed were payment for additional 

hours for the new position of Administrative As-

sistant, payment for the new position of Director 

of Congregational Life, and a request from Karl 

Nilsson for funds to attend summer music camp. 

At the present time funds for the two positions 

are not included in the 2009 budget and with 

congregational approval payment will come 

from the Unrestricted Endowment Fund.  A mo-

tion to this effect needs to be presented to the 

congregation at a meeting scheduled for March 

29, 2009. 

The Finance Committee plans to meet again to 

review all of our endowments and their potential 

uses. 

The feeling of the committee is that we can only 

spend funds that we currently have and are not 

being held for other purposes.   Therefore, the 

committee recommends that $640 from the Edith 

Johnson Fund be given to Karl Nilsson as a 
scholarship to attend the summer music camp. 
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OUTREACH : 

          Outreach Plan 2009 

First, we need to get the word out in New Britain 

and our surrounding communities that we are here 

and what we are doing here. This means getting 

news articles into the Herald and other papers; 

maybe a press conference; but also a series of paid 

ads in newspapers throughout the year; radio 

spots; an ad or presence on Face Book...and a 

blog. 

Second, we are planning an alternative worship 

experience designed to attract a target group of 18-

40 year olds. We have spend a significant amount 

of time looking at what will attract this group and 

we think a worship service of a different kind at a 

different time will go a long way in bringing 

young adults, Gen X and Y, to us. 

Third, we plan a series of campaigns to specific 

neighborhoods in New Britain or other area 

neighborhoods. It would include flooding an area 

with door hangers, post card follow ups, and so 

on. 

Fourth, we want to continue and expand our spe-

cial fellowship hours and events, some with the 

help of the Membership Committee. When we 

bring people in, we must provide an inviting and 

welcoming place for them...or they won't come 

back. 

This is an ambitious agenda. The current members 

of the Outreach Committee won't by ourselves be 

able to make it happen. So we ask that you think 

about your place in reaching out to non-members.  

Can you join the committee and help us plan and 

carry out our agenda? 

Can you work behind the scenes, for one event, if 

we call on you? For instance, can you drop off 

door hangers or set up a Facebook page? Do you 

have graphic design ability; can you put addresses 

on postcards?  

Do you want to help but don't know what that 

might be? Can you do "just one thing" to help us 

succeed? Call the church office and we'll call you 

to talk. 

Firstôs Outreach Committee can't do this alone. 

But commit with us to a growing congrega-

tion...and we will grow.  

 

Gail Buchholz 

 

 

 

 

ñ7 for 77ò met on March 1st 2009.                                           
Present: Pastor Elisabeth Aurand, Eric Nilsson, Bruce 

Fletcher, Alan Robertson, Beth Allen, Tameka Kelly, Pat 

Brown. 

We opened with a prayer led be Alan Robertson. 

Minutes of the former meeting were accepted. 

Alan Robertson reported he had seen Craig Diangelo and  

Craigôs remarks on the meeting with El Shaddai, re: (sharing 

our church) was positive. Pastor Aurand , who was also pre-

sent at the meeting with the El Shaddai pastor thought they 

would rather have a place of their own. El Shaddai will  con-

tinue with us until June 2009, and then go month to month. 

They pay $400.00 per month to rent the Youth Center. 

Alan Robertson had contacted Carlson Funeral Home earlier 

and will contact them again with an offer to sell the Youth 

Center to them.   

Eric Nilsson reported on the refurbishing of the annex build-

ing, to be started in the Spring. The roofing contractor was 

expected to contact them soon regarding the towers. He will 

have a report on this next meeting. The survey has been 

started by MBA. 

Supplemental housekeeping will also be pursued. 

Tamaqua Kelly has framed out a job description for the new 

Director of Congregational Life. She will continue to update 

the job description.  Pastor Aurand is helping with this pro-

ject as well as stating venues that we might use to advertise 

for this new addition to our church staff. Lennert Carlson 

and the finance committee will support finding the sources 

(funds )for the position 

Pat Brown reported on her meeting with Wendy Wincher 

who is slated to help our congregation with writing for 

grants. Wendy suggested that we need to know how we will 

be proceeding before she can know how to proceed herself 

with grants. She will be charging a very nominal fee for 

writing the grants. She suggests we keep the two tasks ahead 

of us separate-  growing the congregation, building upkeep 

and repair.  We need to know what to ask for donations to 

share the church. Pat will work on this task. 

We discussed how to share our space and how we want to 

define ourselves. While we wish to remain a Christian based 

worship group, we welcome other faiths such as the Jewish 

and Muslim faiths, should they wish to share our space. Pas-

tor mentioned groups who do share their space. One in Hart-

ford that is a faith based church organization, and the First 

Congregational Church in Southington who share their space 

with a Jewish congregation and have a store that sells equal 

exchange items from all over the world.  Pat Brown and 

Beth Allen decided to contact the Southington group to see 

if its pastor would coach us on this endeavor. We hope to 

attract other groups too such as Boy and Girl Scouts,   

sports teams, and choirs of other community groups who 

may wish to use our space and/or sanctuary.  Tameka Kelly 

knows of a softball team that would like a sponsor.  She will 

pursue information on this item. 
We will seek formal approval for the Director of Congrega-

tional Life and  its funding  at the congregational meeting on 

March 29, 2009.                                                      
We closed our meeting agreeing to continue our pursuits of 

the tasks assign to us. Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown. 



6           March Youth & Family Minutes  March 8, 2009        

Attendance: Nancy Berlandy, Andrew Soneson, Lisa 

Nilsson, Peter Harrits, Sarah Zalewski, Cheryl 

Brideaux, Leslie Marchesi, Alyssa Hughes, Pastor Au-

rand, and Lisa Jaksina (new) 

Sunday School: 

Decided on creating new curriculum. 

This spring, the curriculum will start with the New 

Testament, making a transition from Old to New. 

March 29th- Pancake Breakfast and  practicing 

song/procession for Palm Sunday 

Vigil - Since we have a small number of kids, we 

will not be doing a song/drama but instead a prayer 

that the kids have created. 

Looking for participants for St. Johnôs Vacation 

Bible School (weôve been invited). 

*For more information go to the Pastor or call  

St. Johnôs Church. 

May 31st- (End of Sunday School Season) Awards 

during church service & picnic to follow. 

Youth:  

Lock-in was successful. 

Fundraising coming along. 

Mission Trip coming along, meeting went well. 

March 22- Youth Sunday (both services), Lenten 

theme of hunger. 

April 17, 18, & 19- New York trip 

         ** UPDATE: I received an e-mail from Peter 

this past week (3/8-14) saying that he wasnôt able 

to get a spot at Holy Trinity (the church we stayed 

at last yr.). However, he has made two options for 

the youth to choose from: New York City, staying 

at Our Saviourôs Atonement in Manhattan OR 

Boston, staying at University Lutheran Church 

near Harvard. The date will remain the same. 

Peter is planning a 1-day trip over April break to 

Yale Divinity for any high school youth that are inter-

ested. 

Cardamom Bread order forms were passed out at 

youth group 3/8 and will be handed out to the congre-

gation this week. The order forms will be due Palm 

Sunday (April 5th) and the bread will be passed out 

Easter Sunday morning. Sold for $6 a loaf. 

Motherôs Day Flowers- order forms will be 

handed out in April. 

ñBuy a Mile to Ohioò starting after Easter. 

Reimbursement Forms- We urge people to submit 

reimbursement forms with their receipts. 

Pasta Suppers: 

Task Analysis was revised and is  available in the 

kitchen. 

We would welcome anyone interested in starting 

another pasta team. 

Wellspring is going to help out every 3rd week of 

the month. 

Jill & Gail stepped down as leaders, so more peo-

ple are needed. 

Pasta Team meeting in the future (early June). 

    We would demonstrate a slide show the day of 

the meeting, opening up the meeting to anyone 

who would like to attend, not just the pasta team 

members. This would  give us the opportunity to 

attract more people to the teams. 

Other:  

Film test of Luther will be shown on April 15th 

after the pasta supper. 

We have a new member: Lisa Jaksina. Welcome ! 

**Next meeting (short) April 5 th, Palm Sun-

day** Respectfully Submitted, Alyssa Hughes 

THE LENTEN  FOCUS CONTINUES THIS MONTH 

 FUN RUN and BIKE EVENT Saturday, April 4th at 9 AM 

PALM SUNDAY SECOND OFFERING Sunday, April 5th 

 

The final activities of the Lenten season are soon 

underway. We circle back to the Ash Wednesday 

text: from Isaiah The kind of fasting I want is this: 

Remove the chains of oppression and the yoke of in-

justice, and let the oppressed go free.  Share your 

food with the hungry and open your homes to the 

homeless poor (TEV translation). Saturday, April 4 

at 9 AM, runners and bikers will gather  on the north 

parking lot for a 3 mile run/bike from the church to 

the newly opened New Britain Food and Resource 

Center in Osgood Park (Osgood and Slater Roads.)  

Police accompaniment is expected. Remember run-

ning and biking are potentially hazardous activities 

and you should not take part unless medically able 

and properly trained. Waiver and release forms must 

be signed. Rain will cancel the event. A tour of the 

new pantry will be given. Rides back to the church 

for runners will be available. Anyone who would 

like to simply view the new facility are urged to 

meet the athletes there at 10 AM, to take a tour of 

the pantry as well. 

On Palm Sunday, the Iringa basket (past use: mosquito net 

offering) will again be waiting for your free-will offerings 

given in a marching style during worship. The offering 

goes to Foodshare (Bloomfield, CT). Every $1 of donation 

buys $10 of food. The offering will be earmarked for a 

Foodshare delivery to the New Britain Food and Resource 

Center  Thank you for your generous donation, given in 

response to Christôs love for us. 
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It is probably safe to say that when things are going 

well, thereôs a lot less praying going on than when 

things are going poorly.  Which, for the most part, 

means that these days, praying is pretty popular. 

   If you randomly asked people what came into their 

minds when you mentioned ñprayer,ò you would get a 

broad variety of responses.  Iôll bet ñnow I lay me 

down to sleepò would be an honest answer.  Also, ñ 

Be present at our table, Lord.ò  Many would begin 

with ñpleaseò followed by all manner of requests ei-

ther for something, or forgiveness for something. 

   When do people pray?  Certainly in church where it 

is part of the package. 

In times of need?  That, honestly, would be most of 

the time.  Times of sorrow, fear, disappointment, ac-

knowledgement of our own powerlessness- all of our 

personal inadequacies bring us to our knees. 

   Speaking of knees, how do we pray?  On those 

knees?  In bed in the dark, in solitude, with friends, at 

public gatherings, or when tucking in a small child at 

the end of a busy day? 

   Why do we pray?  To ask for things?  To thank for 

things?  Because we need something beyond our-

selves?  To find comfort?  Because it is a part of our 

personal relationship with God?  All of these things? 

   A few days ago I was driving alone- maybe for a 

total of thirty miles altogether, and my car radio was, 

as usual, tuned to my NPR station.  Traffic was light, 

the weather was perfect, and the music uplifting. 

   An unexpected break in the format startled me.  

Suddenly a pastor was speaking, and she said she 

wanted to talk for a few moments about prayer.  She 

had recently been at a retreat where much praying 

took place.  She was surprised to observe one woman 

who had her own distinct posture of prayer.  While 

most prayed with heads and eyes down, hands to-

gether, she stared straight ahead, wide eyed, with her 

arms lifted. 

   Later the pastor sought her out and asked about it.  

The woman cheerfully responded, ñI have my eyes 

open so I can see God in all that surrounds me as I 

speak to Him.  My arms are lifted toward Him so I 

can pass all of my troubles to Him and, also, so He 

can pass His blessings to me.ò 

   Then after a brief silence, enough for me to have the 

vision of that praying woman imprinted in my mind, 

the pastor said, simply, to the radio audience, ñWhy 

donôt you pray, right now?ò  And then she was gone. 

   Indeed, why ever not?  And I expect there were 

many listeners who, as I did, took her up on her sug-

gestion.  We donôt need a specific time or place or a 

planned message in order to pray. 

   Spontaneous prayer is a good thing!    It is more in-

clined to be less ñmeò focused- a thankfulness for 

what is around us, or for the resumed music on the 

airwaves, or the completion of a safe, if brief, journey 

to the warmth and welcome of home and the simple, 

enjoyable tasks of dayôs end. 

   Prayer at any time, for any reason is a natural and 

necessary part of Christian life which enhances the 

quality of our days. 

   One of our congregationôs Caring Network volun-

teers told me recently that no matter how sick, unre-

sponsive, or close to death the people she visits may 

be, when it is time to pray the Lordôs Prayer, amaz-

ingly they remember and respond and say the words 

along with the visitor.  These familiar words are bur-

ied deep within, a part of the soul. 

   There is a time for prayer in each of us, always, 

from the prayer of thankfulness offered at birth to the 

final ñashes to ashes, dust to dust,ò and in every day in 

between. 

   Borrowing the line from the radio pastor, ñWhy 

donôt you pray, right now?ò  Just a thought. 

A Time for Prayer ?    April 2009 

  More Than Money Matters 
St. Andrews Church located on 1125 Stafford Avenue in Bris-

tol, has invited us to join them in an interactive money manage-

ment workshop developed by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

Youôll learn how to make sharing, saving and spending deci-

sions in line with your values and use basic management tools 

to help you budget, reduce debt and find money to save. 

 

Stewardship and Values. Define what stewardship means 

to you and identify values and align how you share, save 

and spend. 

 

Setting Goals. Highlights the value of setting goals and 

learning techniques for managing spending. 

 

Credit and Debt. Learn how overusing credit or having too 

much debt can prevent you from achieving your goals. 

 

Finding Money to Save. Helps you develop skills to find 

money to save. Learn ways to increase your income and 

decrease your spending and develop a savings plan. 

 

Budget and Net Worth. Shows you to make and manage a 

budget to achieve your goals. 

The sessions will be held on Wednesdays starting April 22nd 

from 6PM to 8PM at the church. There is no cost to attend.  To 

register call Liz Rogers at 203-758-8833 or e-mail her at 

Liz.Rogers@thrivent.com. Registration deadline is April 15th. 
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Altar Guild News  

WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN, ALL AGES, IN OUR CONGREGATION!  
 

At their meeting held on March 9, 2009, the Altar Guild voted to reduce the cost of memorial vases to 

$25.00 and to use silk flowers for June, July and August. There will not be any fresh flowers during these 

months.  The deadline for Easter memorial flowers is Palm Sunday, April 5th. Please see Ina Knapp, Greta 

Kobylarz, Diane Glaser or Cindy Pavano and consider joining us.  

CAMP CALUMET 

Looking for a fun place to send your youngsters this 

summer where they can  listen to Godôs call for their 

lives?  Calumet  is a residential camp for girls and 

boys ages 8-18 and has been operating from West 

Ossipee in New Hampshire, as a part of our ELCA 

New England Synod, for 49 summers.  There are 2 

counselors for each group of 6-10 campers.  Hike, 

swim, sail, do crafts such as pottery or attend a spe-

cial adventure or music camp.  Go to 

www.calumet.org for more information.  The FLCR 

executive committee has set  camp scholarships for 

this summer at $175 for anyone who attends a week 

($510) of camp.  Contact Pastor Aurand for more 

information. 

SAVING THE PLANET (one congregation at a time)  

  At Camp Calumet 

 

Interested in your own congregationôs ñgreen initiativesò ?  

Would you enjoy meeting others working on green  

initiatives in their congregations?  Fired up to start a New  

England movement in ELCA congregations towards  

ñgreen ministriesò?  Then consider attending  the Saving 

 the Planet conference to be held at Camp Calumet,  

April 21-23.  More information may be obtained,  

including the schedule of events, by visiting www.calumet.org  

and clicking on the Saving the Planet conference button. The  

price for the 3 day event, including meals and lodging, is $145.  

 Pastor Aurand is scheduled to lead a Bible study at the event.  

 She will be happy to give you a ride to and from the event if  

you would like to attend. 

DID YOU KNOWé.? 
 

 Your Synod representatives for 2009 are  

Holly Erickson and Sylvia Herberts. They will be 

attending the 22nd Annual Assembly of the New 

England Synod to be held May 28th -30th  at the 

Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference Center in 

Sturbridge, Massachusetts.   

They will be getting materials for study May 1. 

 

Prayer List 

April, 2009 
 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. 

Please write names on the welcome cards or yellow 

cards in the pews or call them in to the office. 

 

Note: Named in parentheses are those who sub-

mitted the names they follow. 
 

Irene Likasiewski (Pat Brownôs neighbor) 

Dean Lord (Pat Brownôs nephew) 

Charlotte Wunsch (Tameka Kelley and  

Ellijah Moreheads aunt) 

Shirley Hiser  

Daniel Walentukonis  

 

 

Grieving family of Bob Kloss  (Alyssa Hughes) 

Anthony L. and Family (Leslie Marchesi) 

Vera Lane  

Sandy  

Rebecca Valenti  

Modern Christian Martyrs (Pat Brown) 

Grieving family of  Sandy Perillo 

Grieving family of  Frances Johnson 

INTERESTED IN A 

 SCHOLARSHIP??? 

 

On the basis of scholarship, service, and financial 

need.  First priority will be given to undergraduate  

and seminary students.  Second priority will be given 

to graduate students.  Applications will be available 

outside the church office and must be submitted 

by May 1st.  

http://www.calumet.org
http://www.calumet.org/
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April, 2008  Music News 

Easter colors our worship and our 
worship space. 
White is for festivals celebrating events of  
Jesusõ life. Throughout the 50ðday festival of  
Easter, we walk with Jesus from his Resurrec-
tion and postðResurrection appearances to 
the disciples, through his Ascension the forti-
eth day after Easter, to the sending out of  his 
promised gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. We sing ôThis Is 
the Feast of Victory for our Godõ and lots of Alleluias. 
Thanks to Eric Nilsson, who has designed and hung up all the 
festive and thought-provoking banners we see in the nave 
every Sunday. They change with the seasons and Sundaysñ
take a moment each Sunday to check them out! 
 

Our song is still new. 
We have been introduced to Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship Setting One during February. Now we 
will use this setting throughout the Easter season, 
including Easter Sunday, when we will use the 
festival arrangement written by the composers of  

the setting. Thank you for your comments so far about the 
new music: all have been positive, which makes me glad we 
have chosen to learn this setting. 
 

Hear our own music at www.1stlutherannb.org 
 

Rehearsal & Performance Schedules 
Adult Choir (8th gradeðadult: we always welcome the 
ôchoirðcuriousõ) 
 

Wednesday Apr. 8, 7:00 P.M. Holy Week/Easter Rehearsal 
followed by Coffee andé gathering  

 

Good Friday, Apr. 10, 1:30ð3:00 P.M., sing the 5th, 6th and 7th 
Words from the Cross at the Ecumenical Service here.  

 

Saturday Apr. 11, 12:00 P.M. Easter Dress Rehearsal. All who 
wish to make music on Easter Sunday are expected 
at this important rehearsal. 

 

Easter Sunday Apr. 12, Sing at 8:00 AND 10:00 Worship 
 

Warm up Every Sunday at 9:30 A.M. in the Choir Room 
Sing Every Sunday at the 10:00 A.M. service 
 

Band (all ages welcome, all instruments needed!) 
 

Rehearse Thursdays at 7 P.M.; Play every Sunday at 10 A.M. 
 

Maundy Thursday Apr. 9: Warm up 6:30 P.M., play 7:00. 
 

Saturday Apr. 11, 12:00 P.M. Easter Dress Rehearsal. (above) 
 

Easter Sunday Apr. 12: Play at both 8:00 and 10:00. 
 

Bell Choir (all ages welcome)ñCindy 
Pavano, Volunteer Director.  
 

Warm up 9:40 A.M., play at 10:00.  
 

Sunday School Choir (through grade 7)ñ
Leslie Marchesi-Hughes, Volunteer Director 
of Christian EducationñPalm Sunday, 
April 5ñRehearse at 9:00 A.M. in the Choir 
Room off  Fellowship Hall and lead the 

marching offering procession at 10:00 A.M. Worship, 
singing òWe Are Marching in the Light of God.ó 

Upcoming Special Worship Events 
 
Conference Ascension Worship Here Thursday, May 21 
The Central Connecticut Conference comprises ten nearby 
congregations in New Britain, Berlin, Southington, Plainville, 
Bristol and Forestville. We will gather here to celebrate Christõs 
Ascension forty days after Easter. I am assembling a confer-
ence-wide choral and instrumental ensemble for this special 
occasion. If  you were waiting for a special time to sing with us, 
here it is. Please see me, call or e-mail if youõre interested in 
making music at the service. 
 
 

Outdoor Worship 9:00 A.M. 
Sunday, May 24 
Our one-service schedule begins 
as usual on Memorial Day week-
end with an outdoor service in 
the south parking lot. Please plan 
to be there and experience God 
in nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peace in Christ, 

Bill Hively, Minister of Music 
(860) 224-2475, ext. 14;  
bhively@1stlutherannb.org 

Wed., Apr. 15�³ Choir Vacation 
Thu., Apr. 16�³ Band Vacation  
Sun., Apr. 19�³ No Band or Choir 

What  about a 
Youth Choir? 

Itõs been a long time since 
we had a regular youth 
choir here. I know some of 
the youth are interested in 
singing more often, but it 
takes more than two or 
three to make a choir, since 
youth are shy about sing-
ing in public (like the rest 
of us). Parents, if you 
would like your child to 
sing in youth choir, please 
see, call or e-mail me 
about it. I canõt do this 
without your support. 


