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A ccording to the ELCA web site, 
www.elca.org, this is a ñfrequently asked 
question,ò and  I heard it myself at FLCR  
during Lent.  Since we prepare for the  
glorious Easter dawn only following a solemn 
Good Friday (in which the cross is central), it 
is a good opportunity to reflect on the  
practice. Our ELCA worship staff notes:  
 
The sign of the cross, whether 
traced over the body or on the 
forehead, is a sign and remem-
brance of Baptism. The sign of 
the cross is ecumenical, in that is 
used by the Orthodox, Roman 
Catholics, Lutherans, and Epis-
copalians, and is slowly increas-
ing in use among mainline  
Protestants. It is also a remembrance of the 
death and resurrection of our Lord: the center 
of our faithé. 
 
Have you noticed the small red cross printed 
in the liturgies of the ELW, aka Cranberry 
Book, the hymnal we now use for worship? 
(For example, thereôs one at the beginning of 
the Confession and Forgiveness at the start 
of worship.) Have you noticed the small red 
print there, as well which says: All may make  

the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked 
at baptismé  
 
Easter Sunday, April 4

th
,ï the celebration of 

new life ï is a perfect day to try the practice if 
you have not yet done so. Lutherans indeed 
now trace the cross, either from forehead to 
breast and shoulder to shoulder, or by a 
small cross on the forehead. In doing so, we 

remember Godôs greatest gift, the 
passage from death to life and the 
message that Good Friday is not 
the last word. It recalls our baptism 
and the assurance that God saves- 
even if we canôt see the glory very 
well in this world. Because of our 
faith in Godôs saving acts, we wor-
ship with glad and full hearts this 
Easter.  

 
Martin Luther instructed his followers to make 
the sign of the cross at both the beginning 
and the end of the day as a beginning to daily 
prayers. The cross brings us life each and 
every day, from sunrise to sunset. Therefore 
we say, Alleluia. Christ is Risen! Christ is 
Risen, indeed.  Alleluia. 

 
 

~Pastor Elisabeth Aurand  

  

Why do Lutherans make the sign of the cross?     

  HOLY WEEK/EASTER SCHEDULE  
 

April 1~ Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm 

April 2 ~ Good Friday 3 Hour Ecumenical Service, 12-3 pm 

April 2 ~ FLCR Good Friday Worship 7:00 pm 

April 3 ~ Easter Vigil 7:00 pm 

April 4 ~ Easter Sunday 9:00 am & 11:00 am & 6:30 pm 

    April 11 ~ ALLELUIA SERVICE Sunday Evening 6:30 pm  

http://www.elca.org
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It is getting to be the case that when it comes to writing 
my Temple Chimes ôarticleõ that I have too much to say 
and too little space to do it in. 
 

There are several topics I feel the need to discuss here, 
but I will limit myself to two for timeõs sake.  I see this 
as a wonderful predicament to be in ... To have TOO 
MUCH to say!  To have too many things to be excited 
about  in the life of our church. 
 

So the first topic I would like to address concerning our 
congregational life is something that 
happened just this past week. 
 

Many of you know that I have a 
special space in my heart and in my 
life for refugees.  I worked with 
refugees for many years and they are 
the focus of my doctoral thesis that 
deals with hospitality.  
 

Refugees are people who have lost 
everything.  Who have everything TAKEN from them 
through violence and persecution.  They have lost their 
homes, their livelihoods and many times their entire 
families.  Refugees are not people who have had their 
lives destroyed by earthquakes or hurricanes ñ though 
these people are often referred to as refugees. 
 

The word refugee is a specific designation used by the 
UN and governments to refer to people who "owing to 
a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular 
social group or political opinion, is outside the country 
of his nationality, and is unable to, or owing to such 
fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of 
that country." 
 

These are people who have no place to be.  No 
COUNTRY to call home.  They belong no where.   
 

And Jesus tells us to help them. 
 

A couple weeks ago I asked if people wanted to visit 
New Haven with me and spend some time helping 
refugees better their English skills.  The event was 
scheduled on a weekday and I thought only a few people 
would join me. 
 

I must confess that my eyes filled up and my heart 
soared when I tallied the number of people willing to 
share their time and their efforts to help these 
refugeesñ17.  17 people were willing to go!   
 

Now THAT is something to be excited about and to be 
proud of!  (In a humble Christian way of course!)  So my 
many, many thanks that we are people who are willing 
to help ôthe least of theseõ.  I love you even more for it! 
 

The second topic I would like to address is 

the party that we are throwing on May 15th  
to celebrate our buildingõs recognition as a 
historical site and the fact our towers are 
being repaired.   
 

We are calling this party a  

                  òTowering Partyó 
 since it signifies such a MONUMENTAL 
event for the life of this congregation.   
 

We have much to celebrate!  And on that day we are 
asking the media and dignitaries from the city of New 
Britain to recognize that.   
 

So at 10am we are having a reception outside in the 
sunny small parking lotñwith music, hors d'oeuvres and 
linen table clothes while we present our good news to 
the press.  We will conduct tours of the church while 
outside we will have games for kids, Swedish baked 
goods, more music and attendees can view different 
tents showing off who we are and what we do.  At noon 
the FLCR Youth will be selling grinders as a fundraiser 
for their Mission Trip this summer.  
 

It should be a great time!  I hope you can participate and 
join in the festivities!  Please let me know if you would 
like to help or have something to display! 
 

I wish I had space to write about the 10 other things I 
am excited about this spring and summer...  But for 
now...   Peace, 
 
Dr. Jen Kilps, Director of Congregational Life 
 

For more on refugees see the UNHCR website: 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home 

And IRISõs website (our local agency): 
http://www.irisct.org/ 

 Too much to sayé too little space... 
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FLCR Annual Meeting  
 

First Lutheran convened their annual meeting at approximately 

10:40 am on January 31, 2010.   
 

Pastor Elisabeth Aurand led us in devotions, and we sang ñAll 

Are Welcomeò. 
 

A motion was made to adopt the agenda. Seconded and Carried 
 

President Alan Robertson read the vision statement. Motion to 

accept the present vision statement. Seconded and Carried. Pastor 

advised us that a new vision statement is being created by the 7 

for 77 committee. 
 

Alan also told a joke and after that he spoke about the Blues 

Christmas Service held at First on Christmas Eve. It was well 

attended. Alan played a tape of some of the beautiful music that 

the band had played from that service. 
 

President Alan Robertson reviewed his report. Stating that a new 

exciting and hopeful feeling was presiding over our congregation 

that began with our decision to stay at First Lutheran at 77 Frank-

lin Square. Then, great and miraculous news, the Cintec system 

solution; an anchoring system that would permanently repair our 

church towers and cost a fraction of the original estimate. Our 

church was also accepted into the Ct Register of Historic Places, 

and, we have an application pending to join the National Historic 

Society. This means that our beautiful church is designated an 

historical site and that we may qualify for grants and funds to 

keep it in good repair. We have hired a Director of Congrega-

tional Life, Dr. Jennifer Kilps to lead us in our mission and social 

endeavors; a new youth director, Bre Johnson and, an additional 

sexton, Holly Ericson. Alan and all at First Lutheran feel that our 

mission is in New Britain and that we are here to stay.  
 

Pastor E. Aurandôs report included mention that we had resolved 

the building /congregational life debate to recognize itôs not ei-

ther/or, rather both/and. She also stated that primary on the 

agenda is our stewardship program and that we should all be de-

ciding how we will serve.  
 

Visiting Pastor Baumgartnerôs report was read next by Cindy 

Pavano. She praised Pastor Baumgartnerôs dedication to the 

members who cannot attend church due to illness or infirmity. 

She told a story about a student who was asked to mention the 

seven wonders of the world. The student said ñto hear, to see, to 

taste, to touch, to laugh and to love. And the greatest gift is God 

sending his son Jesus to save us and set us free. ñShe mentioned 

that one of the best things we can do when visiting the shut-ins is 

to listen to what they are saying to us. She introduced members 

of the caring network, and we all applauded the work of Pastor 

Baumgartner. 
 

Director of Congregational Life, Jen Kilps spoke about the ac-

complishments of our congregation such as the Advent Services, 

the Blues Christmas service, and our special programs such as 

the caring network and our music programs. She also gave a pre-

view of the new events planned, such as a celebration of our 

tower repair, (the anchoring) and that a block party and an out-

side movie event ñThe Wizard of Ozò was in the plans for our 

social events. She also asked that the congregation email her with 

their thoughts and ideas. Jen hopes that a change in the arrange-

ment of our worship space will be well received.  The new ar-

rangement will be tried for a period of 90 days and we will see 

what develops. She believes that this new arrangement will pro-

Church Council Minutes 

 January 18, 2010 
 

After Devotions, we voted to accept the agenda. 
 

The minutes from the last meeting were accepted. 
 

Jeff Soneson presented a request for our member, David 

Walentukonis. David needs to have his hearing aids refur-

bished. The council motioned to take $100.00 from the 

Joan Kosyka fund and upon acceptance of his application 

we would move to give another $200.00 for a total of 

$300.00 to help David Walentukonis. Motion Carried. 
 

Gail Bates reported on the financial report and the budget 

for 2010.  After a thorough review of the proposed budget 

and line items on the budget, the council motioned to ap-

prove the proposed budget. A motion was made to accept 

the proposed budget. Carried 
 

We made a motion to send $83.48 in proceeds from the 

Seafarers Mission fund raiser to the Seafarerôs Mission. 

Carried. 
 

Jen Kilps, Director of Congregational Life, reported that 

she would like to proceed with her plan to reorganize the 

Sanctuary seating to provide a closer, more intimate atmos-

phere in our sanctuary. Council agreed that she should pro-

ceed. The 7 for 77 Committee and all of the committees are 

in full support of these measures. She has many projects 

planned for 2010 which will promote growth, fellowship 

and mission. 
 

Outreach and Property are working in concert to provide 

the signs needed to direct the traffic in our parking lots and 

the signs are ready to install. 
 

Property requested that we motion to approve the electri-

cianôs bid for the light replacement in the rear of the educa-

tional building of $635.16. Motion to accept the bid to re-

place the rear lights. Carried. 
 

The bill from Kensington Photo is $983.00 for the neces-

sary photos for the National Historic Register Application 

needs to be paid. Motion to pay the bill from Kensington 

Photo from the building fund. Carried. 
 

Youth and Family reports they will hold a variety show w/

pot luck luncheon on February 14, 2010 after services to 

replace the usual Shrove Tuesday Talent Show. 
 

Executive committee reports that Bill Hively will be taking 

his sabbatical this year for a one month duration.  Pastor 

Aurand will be taking her sabbatical next year. 
 

Pastor Baumgartner gave the Benediction and prayer. 
 

Next meeting will be on February 10, 2010. 
  

A motion was made to adjourn. Carried 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Brown, Council Secretary 
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Executive Committee Minutes  

February 2, 2010 
 

We discussed the Annual Meeting that took place on Janu-

ary 31, 2010.  The consensus is that the members of First 

Lutheran have taken the ñleap of faithô and that they are 

confident of the leadership of our church including Bruce 

Fletcher and Alan Robertson and the 7 for 77 Committee.  

There are challenges for the future and they are being ad-

dressed. A specific area is in finances. 7 for 77 is exploring 

all avenues to increase revenue including bequests, stew-

ardship efforts and grants. In that vein, we have received a 

technical assistance grant for matching funds as a result of 

our acceptance into the CT Registry for Historical Places. 

The grant will pay matching dollars for the Hazmat study. 
 

1. We carried on a brief review of where we stand with the 

progress of the Towers.  Joe Porcaro has prepared and sent 

out the bids for the preliminary work, scaffolding equip-

ment and prep work for the anchoring company to begin 

their work. Tentative start date is May 1, 2010. 
 

2. Now that Len Carlson is stepping back from the Finance 

and Endowment committees, we need to nominate new 

members.  We will be reaching out to members who may 

be interested and have an appropriate background for this 

committee.  
 

4. Stewardship Committee will be meeting on Thursdays 

beginning February 19, 2010.  Members of the Committee 

as well as members who cannot attend meetings will be 

reading ñGiving to Godò by Marc Allen Powell.  The focus 

will be on how we give to God. They will also be address-

ing making stewardship fun. 
 

5. Fred Newburg will continue to head up the Audit Com-

mittee and Barbara Schubert will also serve. 
 

6. Leslie Marchesi Hughes and Alyssa Hughes will be at-

tending the annual Synod Convocation this year. 
 

We Adjourned at approximately 8:00 pm 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Brown, Secretary  

vide a welcoming atmosphere of closeness and fellowship during 

the service. We hope new activities will promote growth and 

mission in our church.  
 

Nancy Gentry offered a thanks to Rich Legnani for his dedication 

and help in the coffee hours. 
 

Bill Hively, minister of music, also supported the new arrange-

ment of the pews because singing the hymns and liturgy is a way 

of thanking the Lord for our gifts.  Bill thanked the soloists in the 

Christmas program, the bell choir and Cindy Pavano the director, 

the Adult Choir and the Band. Bill asked for our support in 

thanking all those involved in the music program. We also ap-

plauded Bill for his service. 
 

Beverly Walsh, the new chair of the Altar Guild asked that any-

one who would like to join altar guild to please contact her. 
 

Gail Bates mentioned the hours and date that the quilters meet 

and invited others to join. 
 

Reporting on the 7 for 77 committee was Eric Nilsson. He re-

ported that the tower bids had gone out. The start date for the 

repair may be May 1, 2010. Eric reported that we had been ap-

proved for matching funds for a technical assistance grant for an 

interior study due to our membership in the Ct Register of His-

toric Places. We have Wendy Whicher to thank for her efforts as 

counsel and grant writer. Alan invited anyone who has questions 

or ideas regarding the report or would like to attend a meeting to 

do so, and to please know that the congregation is the engine and 

7 for 77 are the vanguard spearheading the congregationôs ideals 

and efforts for mission. 
  

Mission and Task Force committee notes were reported by Jen 

Kilps who stated that mission is what our congregation is about. 

She asked that we fill out the time and talent sheets, leave them 

on the table or, give them to Jen or Jessica at the office. Alan 

introduced our church secretary Jessica Sierra, and reminded us 

that if we need anything done, see Jess. 
 

Youth and Family Sunday School director -Leslie Marchesi 

Hughes remarked that the new time for the Sunday school sched-

ule is working out very well. The students actually had time to 

complete lessons and plan other events. She invited anyone who 

would like to participant or observe our Sunday school to please 

do so. 
 

The report of the Finance Committee and the budget was ad-

dressed by Gail Bates, who highlighted some of the line items in 

the budget. She helped the congregation to review the budget and 

special line items and invited questions regarding the budget 

deficit. The funds to make up the deficit will be taken from the 

unrestricted funds. The deficit is $291,000.00. Gail invited ques-

tions, no questions were asked. A motion was made to accept the 

budget. Second, discussion. Alan remarked that we cannot sus-

tain budget deficits indefinitely, but that the work we do with 7 

for 77 and the stewardship committee, will be directed at solu-

tions to this issue. Motion to accept the budget was carried. 
 

Pat Brown read the report of the audit committee. She reported 

that the audit was a very good one and credit was due to Gail 

Bates and her dedication to detail. The audit was thorough. Alan 

did mention that there were some changes that the auditors rec-

ommended and that they had been implemented. 
 

Pastor Aurand introduced the pictures of our former pastors and 

unveiled a portrait of our last pastor Chris Scharen. Carmen Si-

erra read a letter from pastor Scharen. He thanked our congrega-

tion for its contribution to his growth in the ministry and of the 

kind gesture of hanging his portrait. He also gave us a lovely 

update of what his family has been accomplishing in the years 

since he left First.  
 

Alan Robertson read the resolutions of the congregation. A mo-

tion was made to accept the resolutions, seconded and carried. 
 

The nominations were presented. Barbara Schubert for the audit 

committee, and Robert Buchholz for the endowment committee. 

Motion was made to accept the nominations and was carried. 
 

Pastor Aurand led us in closing benediction and we adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Brown, Secretary  



                                                                                                                                  5 

 

Outreach Committee Agenda 
February 14, 2010 

 

Welcome to Cindy Schilling, now an official member of 

our committee and to Pam Andrews, on her first committee 

meeting.   
 

Visitors Parking: We discussed the new visitor parking 

signs that Gail and Robert hung at the entrances to the 

parking lot.  Consensus was that the signs look great 

though one may need to be moved higher on the pole. 
 

Improved Parking Flow: Parking flow is still a concern of 

the committee.  Bruce has contacted City Hall who says 

changing the flow could be ñeasily doneò with a common 

entrance on Franklin Square. 
 

CCSU Outreach Update:  No update by Jen. 
 

General Promotion for First Lutheran: Gail reported that 

through Nancy Michalski we have a contact at the Herald 

who might be able to help us publicize our activities, in 

particular a piece on the Pasta Suppers.  Jen suggested a 

good night to focus on would be on Wednesday March the 

10th when we are hosting the Lenten Ecumenical Service 

and numbers should be high.  This could also help with 

issues of confidentiality of our patrons which is of great 

concern. 
 

Jessica Sierra took great initiative and developed some 

Pasta Post Cards that can be delivered to places in town.  

Hoping that if people come in for pasta, they might stay for 

church. 
 

We are ordering another batch of church brochures to tide 

us by until we can revamp the current edition.  
  

Publicity for 6:30 Service, in the works and future: Jen and 

Gail are working on new banners for the front of the 

church highlighting our two distinct services.  For the 

ñCome As You Areò Service we want to emphasize the 

music and that the service is spontaneous and interactive. 
 

Bulletin Boards:  Pastor worked on one bulletin board on 

the downstairs level.  Jen and Sarah Zalewski will work on 

remaining 2 boards.  The Bulletin Boards will promote our 

services and other activities that may attract the parents and 

students who are tutored there. 
 

Alleluia Service on April 11th.  This is Outreachôs Easter 

edition of our Blue Christmas Service.  Since the Alleluia 

was put to bed for Lent, we will bring it back with a rous-

ing Eastertide Alleluia Service featuring Jazz and Gospel 

music. Bill and Outreach are excited!!!!!  Gail and Jen are 

7 FOR 77 COMMITTEE MINUTES  

FEBRUARY 7, 2010 
 

We opened with a devotion from our devotional booklet by 

Pat Brown. 
 

1. Our new seating arrangement in the sanctuary had 

brought many comments pro and con.  Jen Kilps met with 

all who had comments and addressed them.  We need to 

reach out to our folks and make sure that they know that 

they are appreciated and welcomed. 
 

2. Jen handed out the questionnaire to committee members 

who asked for them.  It had originally been offered at the 

annual meeting on January 31, 2010. 
 

3. Eric Nilsson reported that we received a technical assis-

tance grant as we are now official members of the Ct Reg-

istry for Historic Places. Hazmat will begin the study after 

the council meeting when we approve where the matching 

funds will be taken from.  The matching funds will be ap-

proximately $2240.00. 
 

Eric also reported on the Towers, the bids are out to the 

access contractors, and we are awaiting the response.  We 

had a figure for the cost, and our co-coordinator Joe Por-

caro would like to be sure that the amount is still good for 

the Spring date. We asked if the cost is included in the 

original estimate and it is.  
 

We will be having a celebration in May when the Tower 

project is in progress. The lab tests have confirmed the 

stone on our church façade is marble!  The downtown Arts 

Group would like to have this celebration on their calendar 

to publicize it. We will be planning an outside event and a 

tour of our church.  The guide would be Wendy Whicher, 

our grant writer, and hopefully our Church Historian, John 

Darrow. 
 

4. Our application for the National Historic Places mem-

bership is still in process.  Stacy Vairo, of Ct. Historic So-

ciety is assisting us with this application. 
 

5. Pat suggested that perhaps we should review the deci-

sion not to sell the Youth Center right away.  The general 

consensus is that we will table any decision to sell the 

Youth Center for the rest of the year at this time. 
 

6. Pastor Aurand extended an invitation to all who wish to 

join the stewardship committee to do so.  They will focus 

on how our giving should be accomplished.  We will be 

inviting other members to join our committee and other 

committees as well.  
 

7. Bruce and Pastor and 7 for 77 will be working on a new 

mission statement.  
 

8. An April cleanup project is in the planning stages.  
 

9. The music program is progressing full speed. 
 

10.  Bruce will report next meeting on the traffic flow 

situation.  We hope that we can have two way traffic flow 

into our main driveway. 

11.  Eric Nilsson and Jeff Soneson will be meeting with El 

Shaddai and Pastor Pedro regarding the roof repair of the 

Youth Center on Feb. 22, 2010. 
 

Next meeting on March 7, 2010 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Brown, Secretary of 7 for 77 Committee 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  

FEBRUARY 16, 2010 
 

The Membership Committee ñmetò via phone on Feb-

ruary 16, 2010 due to the snowstorm.  Contacted were 

Gail Bates, Nancy Gentry, Bill Hively and Norma 

Wallace. 
 

We had been asked to review the planned services for 

the Lenten season and make recommendations.  We 

were divided 50/50 on the new 7: PM service on Good 

Friday.  It was felt that few would attend, and also 

would pose issues for Altar Guild. 
 

We were mostly in agreement on the 9: and 11:  ser-

vices on Easter Sunday, but some thought the 6:30 

service could be cancelled so that staff could spend 

time with their families. 
 

We are concerned about the five bulletins to be done 

by Jessica without any allowance for overtime.  Extra 

services cause a heavier workload for our staff and 

cause stress.  Perhaps we should be looking at another 

way of handling this. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Gentry, Chair 

going to form an ad hoc gospel choir!  All are invited!  

Even the uninitiated!  We hope to have lots of music mak-

ers! 
 

How to Welcome/Integrate Visitors and New Members:   

We consider this topic EXTREMELY important and it 

needs to remain at the top of our monthly agenda! Jenôs 

Temple Chimes Article on being a welcoming congrega-

tion was warmly received and appreciated. 
 

We will host a special ñPlanting Seedsò Coffee Hour on 

May 2nd.  We all loved the idea of helping people see out-

reach in terms of planting seeds in peopleôs hearts, in the 

neighborhood and so oné seeds that need to be nurtured 

and would blossom and grow.   
 

Discussion regarding the 6:30 service:  We all agreed the 

6:30 service should be evaluated at the end of April.  We 

spent time brainstorming ways to make this service more 

of an outreach opportunity into the community.  Especially 

with 20-30 year olds.  Several ideas that came up were:  

only holding a few special services a year, different taize 

chants, lighter music, it being a service that evolves, hold-

ing the service in different places, holding at a different 

time, more guest preachers and musicians. 
 

Jenôs Time 

Annual Meeting Survey including Time and Talent sheet:  

only 23 received back from the congregation.  Jessica made 

a box for their collection in Fellowship Hall.  We will ask 

them to be collected for two more weeks.   
 

Church Welcome Book.  Jen is working hard at this.  She 

has a rough draft and is going to start laying out the graph-

ics.  Should be finished this month. 
 

The Mardi Gras/Valentineôs Day/International Pot Luck/

Variety Show Party was a smashing success!  Hooray all! 

Tower Party on the 15th.  We discussed possibilities for the 

Tower Party agreeing that Outreach would sponsor a tent 

with items to sell/give away, cds?  A raffle?  (Party should 

be catered and elegant and we should provide tours of the 

building.)  
 

Advertising/Promotional Plans Review 2009 and Plan for 

2010. In addition to conventional advertising, we need to 

look to non-traditional means of promoting First Lutheran. 

Gail will be looking into regional advertising on Facebook. 

Bruce will be looking into cost of billboard advertising. 
 

Herald Church Directory: We will continue to pay for 

space in the directory.  
 

Chamber of Commerce Mail-a-Map: This is sent to all new 

homeowners in New Britain. We are currently the only 

church with an advertisement.  We will continue this ad-

vertisement. 
 

Ads and News Items in the Herald and Courant.  Nancy 

Michalski has been steadfast in working to get publicity, 

both paid and unpaid, into these papers.  We have decided 

to concentrate this year on the Herald.  Our efforts with the 

Courant have not been successful. If someone has a con-

nection with the Courant, we would love to talk about what 

we can do to get our activities publicized there. 
 

Article by Suzette Standring:  Bruce had circulated an arti-

cle that describes a book by a pastor, Mary Louise Gifford, 

who turned around a ñdwindlingò congregation.  Outreach 

suggested that Council/7 for 77 purchase the book and 

once these committees have discussed it, share with the 

four areas of church that she addresses, how we might im-

prove.  One area is Outreach and we welcome input from 

the Council, 7 for 77, and from you. 
 

Next Meeting:  March 14th, 4:30 p.m. 
 

Submitted by, 

Jen Kilps 

April showerséé... bring May flowers! 
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   Simplicity.  Straight talk.  Facts.  Listening. Thinking.   Learning.  Responsibility.  Integrity.   Fairness. 

   Remember when these words were common in every day life?  Now they seem dull and, oh, so yester-
day.  Decidedly un-sexy and un-cool. 
   Sure, times change and well-used words are replaced with different, newly popular choices.  But have we 
found any that match the good old classics? 
   We seem to have cast "simplicity" aside for "complexity."  Everything we do has become so compli-
cated.  Court cases where we seem to worry more about treatment of the guilty rather than justice  (the Petit 
case in Cheshire); education issues where concerns far beyond teaching and learning gobble up huge amounts 
of time and funding, parents side with children against educators, and academic standards are lowered so that 
more children can play sports.  Medical crises occur and red tape and insurance coverage come between pa-
tient and doctor.  And more and more.   
   Straight talk?  Hard to find.  Everything has an angle, another "side" to consider, concern about who will 
think what, about exposing ourselves to ridicule over an unpopular opinion.  Lots of double talk.  Ambiva-
lence is safer. 
   Facts are dull.  Static.  Unimaginative.  Rarely creative.  Also, they are often inconvenient, like being forced 
to accept that a thing is what it is because it got that way.  Facts allow no wiggle room or allowance for ex-
cuses.  They may be reliable, but not much fun at all. 
   Listening?  Good grief, if we have to listen, what we are saying can't be heard!  And who could have any-
thing more important to say than what we think is important?  Besides, with e-mail and texting listening really 
counts a lot less, doesn't it? 
   Thinking?  It's rare to have people admit to spending precious time just thinking, considering, and analyzing 
what is beneath the surface of actions or words.  Caution is wimpy, flamboyancy is trendy; seriousness is a 
downer, flip is an upper. 
   As for learning, well, doing is always a learning experience, isn't it?  Books can be so dull, slow, and heavy, 
too.  The internet offers easy access to everything we might need to know, without all the details that we don't 
care about.  We can "search" to find out what's in the Constitution, how to build a bomb, or where to buy a 
research paper on just about anything.  After all, it's not the process, it's the grade. 
   As for responsibility, integrity, and fairness- they are really not necessary to achieve fame and fortune- soci-
ety's goals- so cross them off the list as irrelevant to the present.  This is 2010, after all. 
                 *           *            *            *           *           *             *             * 
   Here we are, once again observing Holy Week in the Christian world.  If there is one week in the year when 
we look back 2000 years to the way things were then, this is it.  We are humbled and suffer along with our 
Savior.  He is center stage.  What was it about his time on earth that made him so special? 
   After a much celebrated birth, he lived a life of ordinary simplicity, so much so that we know little about 
him after the nativity until his last three years. 
   During those three years he gave his listeners plenty of straight talk.  He told them, his followers, converts, 
and enemies, what they needed to do to gain favor with God.  He gave them the facts.  With his presence and 
wisdom, he had his contemporaries listening, thinking, and learning, and new generations of believers have 
continued to do this for two thousand years. 
  What about responsibility, integrity, and fairness?  They came into the picture long before the birth of Christ
- they are basic positive traits of humans (along with their opposites: irresponsibility, dishonesty, and no sense 
of fairness).  Mankind received the rules in the form of the straight talk of the commandments given to Moses 
to pass on to the faithful of his time.  They were later demonstrated in Christ's life.  He stressed their impor-
tance in his commands for all Christians in all times- adding such simple orders as "love one another" and 
"feed the hungry" (in body and soul), and, of great importance, the messages in his last seven words uttered as 
he endured death on his Good Friday cross. 
   As we listen to his words again this year, we are reminded that as well-worn as they are, they remain as 
meaningful and important today as they were during the passion of his pain.  The only more important words 
to follow are "He is risen." 
    Those simple words are our promise of forgiveness and salvation.  Thank God for Easter. 
                                                                 

~Diane Wolf  
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NOW ARE THE GREAT THREE DAYSNOW ARE THE GREAT THREE DAYS  ____    
  

Come and hear us express in music the depth and height of Come and hear us express in music the depth and height of 
Jesusõ Passion and Resurrection.Jesusõ Passion and Resurrection.  
 
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7:00 P.M. 
+  Special music during Laying on of  Hands for Forgiveness and 

Foot washing 
+  Two special Psalm settings 
+  Stripping of  the Altar with new Psalm 88 setting 
 

Good Friday, April 2 ñ Two Services 
+  12:00ð3:00 P.M. NEWBAIC Ecumenical Service; choir of  St. 
Johnõs, Arch St., and the Choraliers of Bethesda Apostolic 
Church, Stanley St. taking turns with our choir 

+  7:00 P.M. New family service with John Passion Gospel and 
Veneration of  the Cross; Church School participates. 

 

Holy Saturday, April 3, 7:00 P.M. 
+  Vigil of  Easter; new fire, readings, Holy Baptism and Holy 

Communion. New songs with a beat played by the band. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4, Two services 
+  Festival 9:00 A.M. worship with youth, bell and adult choirs 

with soloists, plus an enhanced band 
+  Our toe-tapping Setting 6 Gospel style music made even 

more festive with my original choir and band arrangements 
+  Easter brunch for musiciansñthanks, Jen Kilps! 
+  11:00 A.M. worship with our volunteer choir, rhythm section, 

keyboard and organ: all the festive music with smaller forces 
 

You Still Have Time to Get In on the Fun!You Still Have Time to Get In on the Fun!  

See Bill Hively or sign up in Fellowship Hall See Bill Hively or sign up in Fellowship Hall   
 

 
Welcome to Rick Guinness, baptized Jan. 31  

and already playing drums in the band! 

Carolyn L. Magnuson Choir òAngeló FundCarolyn L. Magnuson Choir òAngeló Fund  
Russell Magnuson made a generous donation in memory of his 
wife Carolyn Magnuson, our choir godmother, who died last Dec. 
26. Russell sent this touching note: 
Mar. 17, 2010 
Dear Bill, 
Please accept this donation in memory of  my beloved wife 
Carolyn. She loved this choir and its members as much as I do. 
I miss her so much. Please use it as you see fit, for the start of  
a Carolyn L. Magnuson Choir òAngeló Fund. 
Thanks, 
Russ 
 

Our thank you note said: 
Mar. 18, 2010 
Dear Russell, 
On behalf  of  myself  and all the dedicated, talented volunteers 
in our choir, thank you so much for your memorial gift to start 
the Carolyn L. Magnuson Choir òAngeló Fund. We greatly 
appreciate your wonderful generosity. We continue to miss 
Carolyn, and always remember her fondly. 
Sincerely, 
Bill 
 

MUSIC SCHEDULEMUSIC SCHEDULE  
Lent and The Three Days 2010Lent and The Three Days 2010  
Thu., Apr. 1, 7:00 P.M. Maundy Thursday service 

No choir: soloists and small ensemble sing 
Fri., Apr. 2, 12:00ð3:00 P.M.: NEWBAIC Ecum. Service 
St. Johnõs Choir sings 12:10-12:55 P.M. 

 Bethesda Choraliers (confirmed) sing 12:55-1:45 P.M. 
 Our Choir sings from 1:45ð2:35 P.M. 
Sat., Apr. 3, 10:00 A.M. Easter Sunday rehearsal, nave 

7:00 P.M.: Vigil of  Easter. Band plays. 
Sun., Apr. 4, 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.: Easter Sunday 
 Bell Choir: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 Youth Choir: We Want to See Jesus Lifted High 
 Anthem: This Is a Day for Rejoicing ñ Leaf 
 Band: Praise and Adoration Medley ñ Pethel 

Choir, Band, and Bell Choir at 9:00 
Choir and rhythm section/continuo at 11:00 

Choir and band have the week after Easter off. 
Sun., Apr. 11, 6:30 P.M. Alleluia Service 
 ýAlleluia Choir and band rehearse in chancel at 5:30 P.M. 
 Upbeat Gospel, spirituals and jazz 
Wed., Apr. 14, 21, 28: 7:00 P.M. Choir rehearsal 
Thu., Apr. 15, 22, 29: 7:00 P.M. Band rehearsal 

 
Easter Joy in Christ, 

Bill Hively, Minister of Music, (860) 224Bill Hively, Minister of Music, (860) 224--2475, ext. 14; 2475, ext. 14;   

A COMMUNITY CONCERT RIGHT HEREA COMMUNITY CONCERT RIGHT HERE  
The New Britain Chorale The New Britain Chorale   
with the CT Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra with the CT Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra   
HERE HERE ññ  Sun., April 18, 4:00 P.M.Sun., April 18, 4:00 P.M.  
Our resident community choir presents an all-Bach 
cantata program with professional soloists and or-
chestra. Freewill offering, reception follows. 

Music NewsMusic NewsññApril, 2010April, 2010   
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(above) Feb.16th winter storm at FLCR 

 

(to the left) the burning of palms for 

ashes on Feb.16th 

Alleluia Easter Celebration with  
Jazz and Blues! 

 

The Alleluias are Back!  After a Lenten hiatus we  

welcome Eastertide with a Jazz/Blues Celebration, an 

Easter Alleluia Service, April 11th, at 6:30 p.m. in 

the chancel.  Preceded by  ñlite bitesò conversation 

time in the upstairs lounge at 6:00, we invite you to 

join our joyous welcome of the new season.  Fabulous 

musicians, spontaneous prayers, interactive worship, 

and a casual atmosphere combine to provide an  

exciting service you wonôt want to miss. 
 

An added attraction, the newly formed Gospel Group, 

The Gee Gees, will be on hand to enhance this  

worship event.  Want to join The Gee Gees?  Call Bill 

Hively at  (860) 224-2475, ext. 14.  Itôs easy Gospel 

music that weôll sing for this event only. 
 

If youôve attended or heard or are even curious about 

our so-well received Blue Christmas Worship, this  

Alleluia Easter Service is for you! 
 

�%�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���\�R�X���E�\���)�L�U�V�W���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q�¶�V���2�X�W�U�H�D�F�K�� 
Committee. 

Youth Group 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our  

fundraising endeavors through baking, buying, and 

selling cardamom bread!  Please remember to pick up 

your bread at either the Easter Vigil Service, or from 

10:00-11:00am on Easter  

Sunday. There may be an extra loaf or two to buy if 

you missed the pre-order date.   

 

In gratitude, 

Your sister in Christ, 

Bre 

New York City Immersion 
 

Who?:  the youth of FLCR  

   (and their chaperones!) 
 

What?:  serve, enjoy friends, explore the city,    

     and worship Christ! 
 

Where?:  mostly Brooklyn! 
 

When?:   April 16-18! 
 

Why?:  itôs a tradition thatôs a whole lot of fun      

for the youth involved! 


