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Dec. 14" marks the anniversary
of the vote of the congregation tg
keep 77 Franklin Square as its
home base. 7 for 77 was formed
that day, and plans for the future
were made. |, too, could see a
future for the congregation in its
current beautiful, however also
expensive and oversized physica
plant, IF the entire congregation
stepped up in commitment, spe-
cifically to learn the hard lessons
of Christian financial steward-
ship. In fact, the affirmation to
remain in the building could be
seen agpportunityto come to-
gether as a highommitment
community and to learn the joy
of putting faith first and putting
money in service of such a faith.

It appears, from the data at hand
this 11" month of the year, that
very few of
tion of 340 active members have
taken the challenge to step up
towards tithing, that is, giving
10% of onebds fii
towards the work of this commu-
nity of faith. Oh well. As W. H.
Auden seems to write in his
poem,Christmas Oratio the
weeks of the calendar year are

FLQ

trying times..

.| dBaingltoyredeem Frang I8signifi-

(and, I would note, perhaps not
likely to produce any major
changes in financial habits,) In
addition, the recession came in
2009 and may have put a dampe
on the challenge. Many have los
work, that is, have not even had
an income from which to tithe. If
you have stepped ygven a
notch, towards a tithe, | com-
mend you for your maturity in
the faith. This rugged choice of

yours, if not necessarily securing

a future for the congregation (if
no one else steps up), in fact,
should help at least to bring
home for you the Christmas
story.

The Christmas story suggests th
God is found where conditions
are not easy; where the practice
of faith is probably at tension
with societyods
tices; where choices have to be
made. Certainly the Holy Family
woul dndét have D
were i f they ha4
what they found
I%é?lﬁwitﬁ fhdlr Qhofe R8s (a
call known through dreams, an-
gelic pronouncements and con-
sultation wit

H8oPIE df @ﬂh.) I"ncome

Yes, indeed, as W.H. Auden
wrote, fAthere
machines to keep in repair, ir-
regular verbs to learn, the Time

e

scripture and othef

cance. o0 Au d €he
time is noor(the time is ordi-
nary) most of the year. And
most of the yearin the difficult
days of grinding routines, is
when we work out on our daily
practical habi

r

how, as a model for us in con-
ducting our lives?

But once a yea
happy morningChristmas actu-
ally arrives as thougive were
the Holy Family no matter what
habits wedve d
out the year. We sind\H, dear-
est Jesus, holy child, prepare a
bed, soft undefiled, a quiet cha
At ber in my heart that you and |
may never partGod is born
among the humble and beckon
them. Those with wealth are ng

figures conduct a long journey
west that they might exhibit Jes

eas the truehtreasurdbpsesyframey

doy gold, frankincense ard engr
At o ebcee sGo doons d o
happy morning arrives regard-
less. God will be God in the
midst of human hearts as they
are. The Time Being is re-
deemed. We sing joyously and
merrily for the Holy love that ha
found ,us. May the joy and pea

fof Chrtl)st'm!as?beS yomJJtrsothistéDeea-
son.

Pastor Aurand

Holy Family out of a reach, any}
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December 24th, 2009
Christmas Eve
Services
4:00 PM.
11:00 P.M.

feeli

Christmas especially for those

6:30 p.m. Worship
on Dec. 27th, 2009. Blues
music begins at 6:15 p.m. lead-
ing into worship.

ng Oblue




How Do We Prepare During Advent?

Imagine, for a moment, how you would react to

knowing an old friend was coming to visit and would be
staying with you for a few days. | imagine that you
would react in the same way | would. | would be
excited. | would wash my spare sheets and make sure |
had enough pillows. | would clean my house, scrubbing
the tub, the toilet and the kitchen counters. | would go
to the store and plan out the meals we would share. |
would make sure my friend had good directions and
would know how to find me. These simple tasks are
what we do when we plan to welcome a loved one into
our homes.

Picture, then, the many rooms that make up the hoddvent is a time faeflectioné 't 1s a ‘tirt
of our hearts. We might have room in this space consider what in our lives needs to be straightened out.
reserved for family and friends; rooms set aside forkavréteciding what needs to be pitched and what just
or retirement; places occupied by concerns and wormges)s a good dusting off. It is a time to recognize our
and space for the things we efijtpats, books, failings and sin as well as the many gifts we have been
running shoes, soap operas and crossword puzzlegiven. It is time to pause, to stopmiakeime for God.
dondt want to suggest that we also have a separa
for God because | hope that God occuplethe spaceAdvent is a time fqereparatioré 1t i s a t i r
which we live. relationships and forgive each other. It is time to scrub
our hearts clean for those who share our lives. Itis time
So how do we prepare for Christmas? How do we to prepare our homes for Christ.
prepare our hearts and our lives for the coming of our
blessed Savior who came into this world as a babyAdvent is a time fqurayere 't is a time
The church, in its wisdom, has set aside four fullwdeksr g ui dance. To ask for
to prepare for Jesus. Four full weeks of Advent! comfort in suffering and healing for those in need. Itis
a time to thank God for all that we have been given.
So what must we do to prepare for Christrivds? And most importantly to thank God for the gift of his
must clean house. Son.

Advent is a time fagxcitemen It is a ti
giddy feeling of knowing something wonderful will be
happening soon. Itis a time to preparddgr

Blessings to you in this Advent seasonl

Please join us druesday nights, December 1, 8 & 15

at 6pmas we share a monastic meal (hearty soup and
bread) and spend time in meditative worship, preparing
for Christmas.

Peace,

Dr. Jen Kilps
Director of Congregational Life
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Church Council Meeting
October 19, 2009

Devotions were offered by Pastor Aurand.

The September 21, 2009 minutes were accepted.

Pastor Aurandreported on the church council retreat
be held on October 234 2009, and verified those men
bers who were attending.

She also asked for volunteers for the Stewardship @
mittee that will be forming for this yeafThe course of

study for this endeavor promises to be very enlightenipy

Report of Dr. Jen KilpsDirector of Congregational Life

Jen had attended the Youth and Family, Mission Tiagkq

Force and Outreach committee meetings as well as s

ing on the Wednesday night pasta dinner crew, and {{

Movie Nights. Jen reported that we have a new Advi
program that will be similar to the Lenten programs,
which we will be preparing for the birth of our Lor&he

Potluck Dinner on November 13, at 6PM, all can sign
in Fellowship Hall.

New BusinesAlan Robertson reported on a review
the Personnel policies.

Our new sexton has been hifddlly Ericsonfrom a list
of 40 applicants.

Our Office Administrator vacancy must be fillgae in-
terview committee has several candidates and has i
viewing ongoing.

The Audit is in progresBruce and Pat met with Fre
Newberg who has helped to hire a well known busin

audit firm. Fred will be reporting on this progress to g, pie baking project is proving to be successful wit

Audit committee before the next council meeting.

2.
The report of the youth center parking issue is combi
with the sale of the youth centeKent Carlson will ad-

dress the 7 for 77 committee on September 25, 2009 V\‘ﬂmu

an offer and EI Shaddai 6
an offer on the Youth Center as well.

The Connecticut Historic Trust Application has begRe committee.

submitted. Alan reported that it was thorough, contai
ing a very enlightening history of our church.

Security is still an issue. Further reports by next cou
meeting

Christmas Eve worship serviea®tion to accept the g reports of all committees are available on request.

times of 4pm and 11pm. Carried

The Scholarship committee proposed a motion that
Forsell Pieka scholarship fund be accessed for the s

arships of the two attendees of the School of Lay Mifpf§ext meeting November 16, 200Refreshments will b

try at $350.00 each to Leslie Marchesi Hughes and

Jorden. Motion to approve these scholarships was ¢atespectfully submitted,

ried.

motion to list 30 members as inactive after a letter
mailed to each of them requesting that they respond.
tion carried.

Outreach committee Pat Brown reported that the Bred
the World letter writing forum will be held on Noveml
105, 2009 after the 9am service, motion that the free

ried. Jen Kilps reported that the door hanging project

erssOur Acome as you areo
Lges to draw new attendeeshe new brochure is availal]
in the Narthex, and we will be reviving the name tags
placing them downstairs in Fellowship Hall for meml
visitors to use.The visitors parking signs will G

Hied.
3

Hie staff.
We had been invited and have agreed to participate
pynod Book of Faith Event on May 1, 2009.

Property committee advised a motion to approve the

chase of office chair, heater, clock and other necessal
sundry items, and possib
the heating unit in Jenbd

H¥equth and Familyneeds a chairpersdrnisa Jaksina is pa
ticipating in a service project with the youth and confir
tion class and Mission Task Fore@roviding for the Sed

d1‘arers International sailors, with a Christmas at Sea prqg
ess

pies sold so far.

Our new Youth Director Bre Johnson has fit in nicely
¥ youth; all are pleased with her directioheslie
MarchesiHughes suggested she be given more hoursg

Id be willing to amend her Sunday School budgg
Relp fhants mtfer sHCR the fhw Aufriduim Wak Frog

ing the Sunday School anythingt. was referred to Exec

n_

Mission Task Force has a wish tbey need a bicycle ra
s that folks can bike to churcli anyone knows of on
'iht can be donated, please contact Bruce or Jen, L
Pastor Aurand.

We closed out meeting with the benediction. Motior
; Hliourn -carried
O_

yipvided by Leslie and Alyssa Hughes.

Pat Browncouncil secretary

Membership reported on the church membership-tlally
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loffering be designated to Bread for the World, Motion car-
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fiHite successful six people delivered 620 door hang-
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Bh¥aced in strategic areas so that the visitors to our church
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
OCTOBER 6, 2009

The committee members had previously purchased items f
the fAcare packageso for th
bags with candy, gum, meat jerky, cocoa packets, popcorn
packets, a $15 CVS gift card, and a personally signed card
from one of the committee
$15 itunes card, since there are no CVS stores in Scotland.
eleven packages were finished. They went all oWy, RI,
FL, NC, VT, some in CT, and, of course, Scotland.

We then turned our attention to the decorating of the church
Christmas.

This will be done on December 6 after church. If it all works
out, as soon as the Christmas tree is put up, the Sunday Sq
students will help decorate it. The lights will stay off until Dg
cember 20, the day of the Christmas pageant.

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Gentry, Chair

Bread for the World Sunday: Pat has not received the packe
so we donét know wh She will Harelle t
the letter writing campaignWe moved the event to Sunday,

Nov. 15". Once Pat receives the information she will email u

Holiday Promotion Activities: Thanksgiving and Christm&se

heave orgerreg postc rrqsnwitht E§am information a
ggrs.At our next meeti?ig, oV.

were distributed. We will firm up other ideas at our next mee

orffee Service for Fellowship Hour: To improve the flow of
ffee service we will use the air pots in addition to the coffe
pots.

heghe Tags:We want to improve the use of our name tagée

in. We will get some simple stiein tags and markers for visi-

Minutes for Outreach Committee
October 18, 2009

Blessing of the AnimalsA nice change from our usual 6:30
service; outside with the fire pit and visible to passersbhy. W
definitely plan to do it again.

ACome As You Are Serviceo:

tee.

tioned other activities she has participated in and that she is

Gail Buchholz

Continues t o attract new p

t

working on getting to know the members of the congregation.
a)

ple. Staff and committee members will manage tasks relatg
the service for now with the expectation of a system similar
the People Power Schedule to be put in place in the future.

Promotional Activities
Door Hanging Event: Six people distributed 620 door hangd
and then shared lunch. Theri
ple Chimes.We plan a similar event around the Easter seas
next year.

Church Brochure: The updated flyer is now available and w
be in the narthex for visitors to take.

Newspapers: Nancy Michalski placed a paid in the Herald f
the Blessing of the AnimalsThe Herald also agreed to run a
free item about our pasta suppers and the 6:30 seNiaecy

thinks we should ask for more exposure for unpaid ads whe
ever we run a paid ad.

Saturday Movie Night Promotion: Pat is thinking of preparin
a skit to promote the movie nightg/e thought that next year
in the warmer weather we may have an outside movie nigh
the back parking lot.

TakeAway Item for Visitors: In the Works

Other Activities

CCSU and UCONN Health Center Involvement: Pastor Au-
rand is meeting with the former CCSU chaplain this month 1
discuss the status of Christian ministry there.

Vi sit or s 6 PBstorhksithe dimdnsiohs: for signs w
can use without permission from the citye want to adver-

tise the lot near the office door as space for new attendees
worship. We are thinking of two signs on metal frames and

d to

0 MINUTES FOR 7 FOR 77 MEETING

OCTOBER 25, 2009

rdent Carlson addressed our committee and assured First L
¢heramiChurch thae CadsonfFunieral Ridme faol nodplaris to
omove. Kent also related that he had refused to sell to a fun
service conglomerate when he had an offer to sell and that

has no plans to sell the business. While there are no guarg
Iltees, he feels that they will be here at least as long as he i
the helm of The Carlson Funeral Home. Mr. Carlson states
is still interested in purchasing the Youth Center. Bruce has
asked our committee to think about the pros and cons of se
or not selling the youth center and to email our thoughts ab
nthis to him for our next meeting.

DI

The report on El Shaddai sharing our chuittley are not in-

. terested in sharing our church.

“Wendy Whicher reported that the CT Application for US Hig

tion were very amazed at the beauty of our church they bel
that First Lutheran Church will be a great candidate for the
Historic Designation.

Our music program continues to be an enlightening and intg
R gral part of our worship service.

E Youth and family7 for 77 motions we recommend that the

Youth Director position be extended to 12 hours. Carried.
At

We closed our meeting with a prayer by Pastor Aurand.

Roric Designations is in progress. Visitors from this organiza-
eve

174

The report on the abatement will be presented next meeting.

will ask the Property Committee to complete this project.

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brow|
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"are considering moving the tags to Fellowship Hall people come
tors. Bruce will bring the idea of a name tag campaign to 7 for 77

and Council.Eleanor Nygren has reviewed the tags so they re-
flect our current members and will do this again for our commit-

Jen discussed the Block Party which was a great success, men-
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Youth & Family Minutes
November 1st, 2009

Youth Group:
e Lake Compounce Friday, 10/30, was succe8sf0 people
came
e Scholarships for kids who need money for evettis kids
need to take responsibility if they want to go on trips and to
events; they need to attend youth group regularly and help v
fundraisers
e Cleanup Lockin: 11/1415
[ ]
youth group)
e December 29:

-Youth Sunday

-Pageant (w/ help from gouth)
-Christmas party @ 6:00 p.m.

e 10 frozen apple pies lefopen to congregation

Future Apple Pie sales- try to get discount for apples. This yf.

we got a small profit from the sale.

Church Schoot

e Sat. Dec. 1%9: Drop & Shop 163:00 p.m.
[ ]
bird houses, salt scrubs for moms)

e We have a BIG group of kids this year

e Pat Brown stepped down as a Church School teacher
now a substitute

[ ]
to Salvation Army (need youth volunteers)

e Time change is really great!

® We need to find something for the Church School
do instead of havmtt; to have to follow their kids aroun
just another Bible study!)

e Pageantis on Youth Sunday during worship
Sarah Zalewski is making a Facebook page for Church Schq
parents can check dates and pictures

aren
(NOT

**Next meeting: Nov. 29" (mostly focused on pageant)**

Lost & Found concert: Dec"6@ 4:00 p.m. (taking place df

Hungerford was successful, as well as other projects (i.g.

a
Starting our Food Drive (through Nelec.) and bringing i]

5

signed the building form and has submitted their insurance

contract Princeton Reviewas yet to firm up these details an

will also submit one of their contracts for us to sign.

2. Bill Hively outlined the project that he would like to imple-

ment that includes free lessons for music students. More hq

will be needed for this project.

3. The committee is considering how to better reimburse co
itmittees purchasing items. We will do these payouts, at the
of the monthkeither by check or by keeping a petty cash box
$150.00 for the reimbursements.

3- A. We have some issues to consider with vacation time 1

4.7 for 77 has recommended we consider adding hours for
youth director from 8 hrs per week to 12. This can be a bug
eting issue since our budget is set for the year. We may in-
clude it in next year6s b
soon. Introducing new line items in the budgets for commit
in on the table for consideration.
5. Pastor Aurand will be taking her last week of vacation thi
month at the end of November, Pastor Baumgartner will be
call, and Jen and Brewill be preaching at the morning and
evening services respectively.
dasProgress on the towers was discussedexpect to start the
entire process in April, Joe Porcaro will be preparing the sit
with some core drillingneeded tests to inspect the areas for
the anchoring process.
s fo The taskforce committee believes that we may begin a h
pitality committee.
8. We also discussed security for the building briefly, we ne
of%(i)mplement a strategy to keep folks in our building safe.

Respectfully submitted, Pat Browsecretary

part time staff. We will refer to the Synod guide for directio.

urs
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Respectively submittedhlyssa Hughes

Finance and Stewardship Committee

Property Committee Meeting
November 2, 2009

New Business: Signage Recommendation to Outreach

AParkibnat south lot entr ande o SiRyqshinandrename ine finanee apd.Stenqrds
>0 at north entrance, ﬁFeIIov&slad'..g E|an]f QEF?E .n(ieo'an%

~ . X . -2-Additional hours for the Yout wecoragproved y the
fiHandicapped Accesst her si de of Bui lJdi™ 9 iieoandfgrvc\)/alrjd o Ahdh S for an-
trance Adog houseodo door, AlMa i n IOIrO\/a§|ceo O3 MW - IECE B ARy
iParkingo sign at street. ln§.I5isaClIJssedtepgtgnﬁapshleco?yoﬁtﬁacdentesrr':mgi'ran’aCI

spaces on north lot. All signs to be Black and White reflectorf

on Aluminum with coated sign post.
Ct Historic Society: We are now listed with Connecticut Dep

Tourism as a Historical Site. We seek Federal recognition ngxt

Nov faweather permitting
Dec 7th

Leaf Cleanup:
Next meeting:
Respectfully Submitte

November 11, 2009

ardship Committee to reflect on, plan, and execute Congrg

Ze%ndowment and budge¥ery limited impact on the endow-
A O?nent as the expected funds are a small percentage of the
ing funds. Net proceeds could be used to fund ongoing bud
deficits. Net proceeds are equal to or less than the project
deficits in EACH of the next several years, thus only modes
putting off the potential exhaustion of current endowmen
funds.
4. Compensation for 2010 was reviewed and referred back

)

Eric Nilsson
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
November 10, 2009
1. Pastor Aurand related the hoursh e 0 n us®af thed |s

building for tutoring. This will happen on Tues. and Thurs.,
using two church school rooms of the educational unit for
about 20 students. It is likely that tReinceton Reviewom-
pany will use the other 2 available rooms in the educationa
unit on Tuesday and Thursday and use all four rooms on M

on

Council and Executive Committekinkage between pay in-
creases, formal reviewsnd length of service should be re-
viewed and clearly articulated.

5. Miscellaneous expenses and new billing categories we|

reviewed and approved or tabled for later consideration

6. Other Committees should submit proposed 2010 budg
requests to Finance in December in order to be considereq
the 2010 FLCR budget.

and Weds. to tutor up to 75 students. Altho@gte on Ondas

1. Committee recommends establishment of a separate Stew-

ga-
hr%pg
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on

PXist-
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ed

btly

to

re

bt
for

.Respectfully Submitted by Len Carlson
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Minutes: Mission Task Force
November 17,2009

Recently Finished Projects
The Woolies collection went very well! An overabundang
of items were received and distributed to all our
community patrons on Wednesday, Novembét. 1ore
still to be distributed in Fellowship Hall.

Current Projects

Christmas at SeaA display was placed in the Narthex,
along with envelopes for donations. The Confirmation
class is assisting with this project by doing a Temple talk
posters, bulletin display, addressing donation envelopes
and packing the Christmas bags. Donations can be plac
in the weekly offering plate and collected in the office.
The compact fluorescent bulb sale will take place Dec.6
13, and 28 in Fellowship Hall after church. The stage in
Fellowship ship Hall will be the backdrop for the Bulb sa
and be decorated the week of DetAY.

Mission has been looking into helping lecome a greenef
church. Bruce and Lisa have apprehended a bike rack &
it will be purchased through the efforts of Mission Task
Force. The rack will accommodate 6 bicycles. Property
will decide where to place the bike rack for proper
installation.

Pasta supper has welcomed 2 new helpers, Pauline and
Daniel. We are glad to have them on board.We have bg
fortunate to receive FREE bread from Panera Bread,
Newington on a weekly basis. The Brideaux family has
been forthcoming in picking up the bread on Tuesday
evenings, however we are taking requests for further
assistance. If you or someone you know can assist in
getting the products on Tuesday evenings around 9 pm
weekly/biweekly/ as a fill in, please contact Lisa Jaksina
860-223-7278. Thanks to the Brideaux family.

Upcoming Projects
Jen wil |l
Support

b e h-WorldDisougsiom& i B e
GroupoO seminar on

Possible Projects after Christmas
Bruce made the Mission Task Force aware that St. Tho

Assyrian Church has extended their hand to a family from

Iragi family who soon will be relocating to New Britain.
Mission has opened up its heart to the idea of helping th

family relocate and possibly sponsoring another family a &hational historic registers will enhance the likelihood o

later date. This small relocation would allow us to get ol
feet wet, per say, and look at larger initiatives in the futu
Interest in connecting with a Ghanaian family or
community. Walter Carl sen
Mission International so we will be looking into furthering
our relationship with that group. You too can look into it
by going towww.ccmission.com

Possible trip to Holden Village this summer. Either as
volunteers, or if you prefer, a paid stay is also available.

ficarbon fasto, whi ch mean
betterment of our environment and how it affects it.

Submitted by Lisa Jaksing

During the Lenten Season, Pastor suggested for us all t@
s achievedcthis mlgstonevin the lifetofa7k ErarfklinrSquafe.e

FLCR BUILDING PLACED ON CONNECTICUT
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

On Wednesday, November 4, 2009, The Histg
Preservation Council of the Connecticut Commission
€ Culture and Tourism (CCCT) voted unanimously to ag
prove the FLCR 1906 building for listing on the Con-

necticut Register of His
cil and the A7 for 7706 (C
church includedo, says B

AiListing in the Stat g
tion and assists in pres

. an October 26, 2009 letter from CCCT to Alan Robert
son, President of the Church Council. The State Regis
bds a courtesy status which carries no restrictions on w
an owner may do with the property.
The Register of Historic Properties is different
from Historic District designation. Buildings in a His-
E toric District may be restricted as to renovations which

ni?gnation. There are a number of Historic Districts in C¢

ral Connecticut. FLCR is not presently seeking to forr]

Historic District.

Being listed on the Register of Historic Proper-

ties is a first step toward making a historically significa
building eligible for grant money for restoration and

emenovation. Many of these are matching grants, which

ject. At the moment FLCR is in the final process of ap

Preservation for a matching grant to help pay for a ha

ardous materials inspection of both the 1906 structurg

,2nd the education wing. The application is due in-mid
December, with a decision made shortly thereafter.

The next step toward historic recognition is ap

plication for listing on the National Register of Historic

+ Rlacesy The preliminary approval process is in Januar
with finglcappioval i Mareha20§0s Asewith the state

Historic Register, the National Register does not restr

the owner as to what may be done with the property, |

hds a necessary eligibility requirement for historic grantg

Option Six, the plan which FLCR hopes to fol-

low for renovation over the next several years will re-

S quire serious money. Being listed on both the state arn

" FLCR receiving grants for many of the projects inhere
€in that Plan. For example, restoration of the tin ceiling
AN theS o(l)ownstairs is, just the.sort of péq;‘erctimsany

O S n W S | . . t’0 S
grants may wish [(?#und. Hepalr of interior tower damea

by Option Six will be eligible for grant assistance
especially once the 1906 building is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

The church can be pleased and proud to have

Submitted by AWendyod Whi

writer and unabashed fan of the 1906 building.

are not consistent with the criteria which gained the d¢

plying for a grant from the Connecticut Trust for Histoijic
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means that FLCR would receive half the cost of the pio-
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is another. It may be that much of the work contemplajted
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http://www.ccmission.com

Holiday Thoughts

Admit it- we Americans are firmly entrenched in the
secular celebration of Christmas. Many of us weave the
Christian celebration of
it would be almost impossible to escape the commercial-
ism of the ti me. To be
the bleakness of winter, and we get into the spirit.

But could it be that Christmas will be a little different this
year? The present mood in our society is not conducive to
a season of excesses and superficialities. We are con-
cerned about the present and our immediate and long term
futures as we should be.

Retailers and those who produce holiday merchandise
are concerned about sales given the economy that
plagues us. Their profits this season will determine if they
can afford to pay their employees and still make a profit.
Will poor sales mean more layoffs?

Shoppers are more concerned about adding debt to
credit cards that already have too large a balance. For the
first time in ages people are beginning to recognize that
more is not necessarily better, even if we can afford it.

Emulating the rich (and who determines what rich is?) is
considered socially incorrect; helping the poor (again, who
determines that?) is socially and morally correct.

Many more people are recognizing that relationships are

far more important than possessions. Good grief-d o e s  draditional foods were prepared and families and friends

that sound a bit like the gospels?

Il 6m not sure if this is
way things were a couple of generations ago. Recalling
youthful years selectively, everything seemed so much
simpler then.

Granted, people were not as mobile fifty years ago- gen-
erations of a family lived in the area where they were born,
employees stayed with one company for an entire career,
families most often consisted of mom, dad, and 2.6 chil-

ne

dren.
We fAsaved upo for somet hin
knew we coul dnodt afford

long time, or accepted that we would have to do without.

Our families had survived the Great Depression 1, and
we knew it was better to want what we have than have
what we wanted.

Marketing and advertising had not invaded our lives and
inner contentment was a desirable goal.

Certainly preparing for and experiencing the Christmas
holi days was a far cry fron

We didndt think too much a
Thanksgiving unless it meant ordering cards with our sig-
natures preprinted on them or if we had decided to knit
sweaters, argyle socks or scarves or build a doll house.

There was no television to feature gifts we had never
even dreamed existed. Postmen were not burdened with
catalogues-the few that we received were carefully pe-
rused as we looked for ideas, but we rarely shopped ex-
cept in person or by phone from places like G. Fox (where
they never dreamed of sales before Christmas).

The big Hartford stores each sent one catalog. A few
local stores sent out a more modest booklet. | always
waited for one from The Beacon gift shop on West Main
Street. It featured gifty but classy items as well as books
and a selection of toys, downstairs in the rear, that was
ample for most of us.

C h] r fiesh sndvefall. iHolidaly music biasted thoough thexcold air,yv

h o njewsere never apénon Sunddyé Thie fariltarf Salvatiod Armye

wTraubles (arid theré weje plenty) were punog the back b

s o nf ebedutifuhsgnctueey orethat nmost holy efanighésd

Downtown New Britain, like small cities everywhere, was
garlanded, lighted, and looking its best, especially after a

and stores stayed open after five p.m. closing time. They

Santas rang their bells just as they do today and we al-
ways dropped a few coins in their kettles. Transportation
companies rolled out extra buses to bring eager shoppers
to the marketplace and to carry them home, weary and
burdened with packages.

The people you cared for each got a gift, youngsters
more, but nothing I|Iike tod
a few rolls of wrapping paper, pulled out ribbon from last
year and ironed it, stuck on some stickers and wrapped it
all in a few hours.

Cards were mailed and the mailmen delivered them
twice a day to keep up with the volume. First class
stamps were probably three cents at the time.

We went to the attic and brought down the box of deco-
rations for the perfect tree we had chosen, hung a wreath
on the door and maybe placed some candles in the win-
dows. We drove around the
the Iights. o

Moms baked cookies and some baked real fruitcakes.

made the rounds and celebrated with joy and affection.

burner for at least a week or two.

The church schedule was an integral part of our lives
during Advent. Pageants were held, organizations met in
the church basement for Christmas parties, and food and
gifts were delivered to the needy.

Christmas concerts by all the choirs packed the pews
for Candlelight Service. Christmas Eve midnight service
was SRO as families prayed and listened and sang be-

glovbdecéralsr Whataesenbemfuigitit and daring in out f
for

Once the 25" was over the ensuing days leading to
Epiphany were savored as we visited and admired one
anothero6s gifts. We enjoy
felt full and fulfilled. Best of all, we received very few
January statements reminding us that the New Year was
time to pay for our excesses.

Going back to such a simple holiday would be a joy,

w ooudl adyndést dietnPandsT.he only th
b e our inc&hsed ssppant af shosg in heeds oubagvdrenese
of poverty is so much greater (as is the degree of pov-
erty). We need to remember that the birth of Christ was
for all of us, not just us and we need to share accordingly.

Ohyes-and | woul dndt want t g
the great TV reruns like The Christmas Story, Miracle on
34" Street, The Nutcracker, Di ¢ k E€hrigtrsas Carol,
Charlie Brown....

And | always look forward to enjoying the special sea-
sonal music- from the sacred offerings of eons past, to
favorite carols, and some of the popular selections: White
Chri st mas, Silver Bell s, I
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas, Winter Wonderland,
even one go of Alvin. But please, spare me- no
Grandma Got Run over by a Reindeer!

Enjoy the Christmas of your dreams!

Diane Wolf
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Pastoral Acts

Funeral November 13, 2009
v Irene (Nelson) Kelly

=

Baptlsms November 22, 2009
= Christopher James Farr Jr.

Hannah Nicholle Farr
Alexus Brielle Farr

Altar Guild News!
Christmas Plant Memorial Envelopes areg
I the pew and will remain there until Dec.
“13th. Any amount of contributions will bg
used to purchase plants for decorations g
those brought to the shints.

We need large juice or soup cans to put flor Q

arrangements in to deliver to the sick or Shl@

ins. This would be like 48 ounce metal cans

n

ind

Affirmation of Baptism November 22, 2009

& Marianne Skoglund Farr

Jennifer Kilps

Caring Network

Caring Network members will deliver plants and a
Christmas card to all shut ins in their homes, conv
lescent, rehabilitation, or assisted living facilities.
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«“ This list is current as of the publication &

(. deadline. Please write names on the welcome cards
« yellow cards in the pews or call them in to the office. N

Quilters

The First Lutheran Quilters meet on tk

They may be picked up on Sunday December 13t
the church library.

second Monday of each month, not @ﬁ
Tuesday as printed in the Nov. Templ
Chimes. Please consider joining us at

9:30 a.m. in Room 5Even if you cannot sew, you
can either tie the quilts or cut out the fabric.

&“ q‘t

= Note: Names in parentheses are those who subr{‘aﬂtEdom the office

u*z the names they follow «

A

ne Deadlinefor the January 2010 Temple Chimes

“: Candace Dailey (Gail Jorden), Audrey Brdflit
i« Cindy Pavano), Wayne LaFountain, Wendy Sq
e*z son, Rose Hule, Dean Lord (Pat Brown), Cathy* .

(Pat Brown), Joyce Swanson (Mae Eisenhat ),

q\\ Barbara Miano (Tameka Kelly), Jeffrey Merk]
«“ Crystal Dubois, Lori and Karen (Pat Browrﬁ
Tameka Kelly, Jessy Matthews, Louis Sacco,
eu & Keenen Black (Pat Brown), Pat Hamilton (G
““‘ Bates), Cory Williams (Carmen Sierra), the gri
ng families of Davi
e*z Father), the grieving families of Irene Kelly, an
“ * the grieving families of Dolindo Morelli (Elsi‘%
« Archaski)
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afigwould like to be taken off please contact me in the

7| (860) 2242475 ext.10

December 17th

RE: PEOPLE POWER

ary and future months ahead. We are in need of

Ican be taught by the pastor. Please contact me in
office at ext. 10.
Alfrtheerre s anyone(thRiznnotvoAimedrasdw s g

office at ext. 10.

Please call the churchf you go into the hospital
convalescent home, or if you need pastoral cal
We want to ensure that you are well taken carg

Please communicate any changes, updates, o
guestions that you ma
thing, please let me know.

Administrative Assistar

Jessica Sieri

-1 will be working on December along with Jany-

S

ity OLUNTEERS and everyone is welcome to do it §nd

the

e.
b Of.

a




I ndi an
as of late, it seems like we are in for a mild winter
Only one could hope. This past Wednesday eve-

With the summer

ning, Vet eranbés Day, w
uted to those folks who attend our regular weekly|
pasta dinners.

When Pastor made t
Has anyone heard the t
her surprise a few have heard it. Looking over th

f

Being/n the Church, Notof It

Often we hear the remark that we have liven the
world without being ofthe world. But it may be
more difficult to be /7 the Church without being of
the Church. Beingofthe Church means being so
preoccupied by and involved in the many ecclesia
affairs and clerical "ins and outs" that we are no
longer focused on Jesus. The Church then blinds
from what we came to see and deafens us to wha

dWeRs &itvile& Us to W& 1@l End¥geidto B2 )

words of eternal love.

BEING in WERkrdh RithouVbRifig@rit & & Grdat’ |

spiritual challenge.

e annou ”T%l@er'ir\‘ﬁ)rﬂ Henri M. Nouwen';
erm WOOLIESO? BreMyO/ct‘/Pe Jz}ur%e

we came to hear. Still, it ign the Church that Christ|

crowd of people, it wa
what that means to meo
a lot of warm clothes for everyone to take, their e
lit up.

Listening to men and women thank us ur
conditionally for the generous gifts, it made us all
FUZZY inside. To one man, who was homeless,
with no heat, or cover, he was looking for warm

SJoirtus hsQwe decofafe thé didch for WO n ¢

?ChristMBs&ffer the &evic®dn S

@Secember 6.All are welcome.For
those of you who have small childre

- be aware that there will be electrical
tools, hand tools and ladders about.
Light refreshments for those who labor.

pants, gloves and shirts for the layered affect. Wg

did have a few to offer him, as we wanted to mak

sure there was enough for everyone to enjoy. Orle

gentleman was of a larger size, but unfortunately

did not have a big enough jacket for him, howevef
he was elated with the big warm wool hat and waf

gloves he was able to take.
| would like to extend a thank you to all wh
donated WARM WOOLIES for our neighborhood

friends. We had generous contributions from Conf

gregational Members, nemembers, friends and
family. There were enough items for everyone to
enjoy, with numerous items remaining. If you are

need of some warm items, please feel free to take

few items to enjoy.

Again, | thank you for your kindheartednes
and generosity as well as the recipients.
Happy Holidays.

Lisa Jaksina
Pasta Czar

pAdvent: The Season of Light

ViFrst Lutheran will once again celebrate Advent (a
season of light) by selling energy efficient compac
Auorescent light bulbs in Fellowship Hall

following Sunday worship services December 6th,
P13th and 20th. The bulbs will
be available in60, 75 and 100
watt sizes at $2.00 eachNight
lights with light sensors as well
@s flood lights and special
higcandescent shaped bulbs will
also be available at slightly higher prices.

v)

This is a fundraiser that benefits both our church
(which receives $.5651.00/bulb) as well as the
purchaser (in the form of energy savings on his/heg
electrical bill). We hope you will take advantage
of this special opportunity.

=
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Music Newsi December, 2009 WORSHIP SCHEDULES

. Adyent and Chrlstmas 2009
ltds all Advent and % mas from here ou

We will rehearse music for Advent and Christmas fromDeawe, Advent2. 9:00 A.M. Holy Communion
until the Christmas season ends in January.
Dec. 13, Advent 3: 9:00 A.M. Holy Communion
Candlelight Concert rehearsals:
Choir: Wednesday Dec. 2 at 7:00 P.M.; No Rehearsal D). Dec. 16, Candlelight Siong Concert 7:00 P.M.
Dress Rehearsal Mon., Dec. 14 at 7:00 P.M.; Concert Wed., Dec.
16 at 7:00 P.M. Dec. 20, Advent 4: 9:00 A.M. Christmas Pageant, Communion

Band rehearsals: Thu. Dec. 24, Christmas Eve:
Thursday Dec. 3 and 17 at 7:00 P.M.; No rehearsal Dec. 400 P.M. Candlelight Holy Communion with Soloists

10:30 P.M. Choir and Soloists, Christmas Prelude
Bell Choir rehearsals: 11:00 P.M. Candlelight Holy Communion with Choir
Sundays throughout December at 9:40 A.M. in Room 5.

Dec. 27, Christmas 1: 9:00 A.M. Holy Communion in Carols
Candlelight Sing-Along Concert 6:30 P.M. Special BLUE CHRISTMAS Service with Blues

7:00 P.M. Wednesday, December 16 music.

Choirfi Soloist Instrumenté Audience Carol Sing

On the first day of Las Posadas, it is fitting to begin with the
Mexican Christmas Procession by Paul Christiansen. Our choir ]
and soloists with instruments will present favorite music of

Advent and Christmas. You can sing along as we lead you :
through several wadlved carols.

We pay a special tribute to Paul Manz, a seminal LutheraC@MWMUNITY MUSIC EVENTS

sician of the past century, as we sing hilobedtAdvent mo-

tet, OE6en So, Lord Jesu%OL@AY‘PbPS'S@E@FAC‘ULAF@'S wor k.,

1956, has been a yearly tradltlon at First Lutheran for twi
erations, Dr. Manz died at age 90 this November. & artford Choralevin he Hartford Symphony Orchestra

Edward Cumming, Conductor
. . - Bushnell Center for Performing Art
Other highlights of the program include Cardlse Carol of F;: S [;]:c ﬁr;f g 86 Pe'\rﬂorgwall?gDécs 12 at 3:00 & 8:00 PM.

the Bells, the Carol of the Drum (a/k/a The Little Drummey
Boy)., John R@tlties dfsa \ocSrt atr E% Mlddle wn High Scho%l Audltorlum Dec. 18 & 19.
%\ﬁha o(?dgym Sn?lé

Dong, Merrily on High,
Best of all, you will sing with us on several of thérmsh CANDLELIGHT FESTIVAL

t he Shepher Ansabl an@ theoNight vlsncbrsr om
Christmas carols, cul mi naO(FNH\QELE$SOtN§@NWQL|S i ful ONigh
l enced sung by t he choir Tbed\AUS}é@QIleSs?\tlSWﬁ]CWrSh OMANRSt. Ni ght 6
dle glow. Sunday, December 20, 4:00 p.m

The beautiful South Church sanctuary is an ideal setting for

Please invite your friends to join you for our free pasta difgrcelebration d€hristmas through word and softe

for all at 6:00 P.M. then come upstau‘s for the concert! festival includes nine SCflpture readlngs and Christmas an-
thems and caroM!/ith the South Church Chancel Choir,

Richard Coffey , Choirmaster, and David Westfall, organist.
Peace in Christeception follows:reewill donation.
Bill Hively, Minister of Music, (860) 22475, ext. 145N0W datktonday, December 21, 7:30 p.m.
bhively@1stlutherannb.org

Hear ?2, 0
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Enjoy a Richer Christmas by Spending Less

Every year, Christians bemoan the fact that what should be a E  Rather than buying ornaments, decorate your tree with
sacred celebration of Christ's birth is eclipsed by the crass cookies, fruit, popcorn and candy. Then invite people to
commercialization of secular Christmas activities. But not celebrate the season with you by coming over and eating
enough people actualjo much to change how we celebrate from your tree.
the Christmas and Advent seasons.
E Donate to charities in the names of people on your gift
So if you've ever spent a lot of money for Christmas yet felt list. Ask each family member or friend on your list to
spiritually bankrupt, don't let that happen again this yeis. It choose a charity, then make your Christmas gift to that
possible to enjoy a richer Christmas season by spending less person be a donation on his or her behalf. This will
money if you focus on spiritual values rather than material allocate money to people who truly need it in ways it's
ones. truly needed while also blessing your family member or
friend.

Here are some ways you can celebrate Advent and prepare for E  Host an open house during the Christmas season. Choose
Christmas without feeling like you've hooked a vacuum cleaner an afternoon or evening, then invite people at you'r
up to your bank account: church or others you know to visit for a few hours.
. Provide light refreshments and some type of holiday
E Pray about what your priorities should be this Advent and activity, such as caroling or games. Take time to listen to

Christmas, asking God to show you what is meaningful. people and pray with them during your time together. Let
. this be your gift to the people you invite.
E Plan a Christmas budget and stick to it.
. E Instead of cooking an elaborate Christmas dinner, eat a
E Throughout Advent, prepare to celebrate the greatest Gift simple one and donate the money you would have spent

of all -- Christ-- rather than becoming preoccupied with on a more elaborate one to a food bank.

shopping for material gifts. Spend more time in prayer,

worship and Scripture reading than you do shopping. E Make some of your own gifts and encourage your

children to make theirs. Handmade gifts are less

E Serve other people whenever and however you can, suchas  expensive and more personal, and often very much
by participating in a community service project or doing a appreciated.

favor for a friend. You'll find more fulfilment through

giving than receiving. And the people you serve will likely ~ E |nvite people who don't have anywhere to go for

appreciate your t?me a_no_l energy more than any n_naterial Christmas to celebrate it with you. Think of senior
gift, so also consider giving service rather than things as citizens who live alone, refugees, etc.
Christmas gifts.

. ] o E Buy a live Christmas tree that you can plant in your yard
E If you have children, focus on Christ instead of Santa after Christmas or return to the nursery to be replanted.
Claus. Let them know how the gifts Christ offers are much
more valuable than toys or clothes. Adapted by Whitney Hopler By Whitney Hopler frireasury of
. Celebrationsedited by Carolyn Pogue, copyright 1996 by
E Make your own Christmas cards. Northstone Publishing Inc., Canada. Produced by Alternatives for

Simple Living, www.SimpleLiving.org:800-821-6153.

Mission to Seafarers and FLCR Confirmation Class

Just as the leaves are starting to turn, our thoughts shift to the winter

ahead and the holiday season that is coming
Confirmation Class is doing a service project for Men and Women at Sea

through Seafarers International.

I n the fAPresent Box0 are ite sNetWhSéNe%%h”tf$gr mat i
purchasing to ensure each Seafarer enjoys their holiday while af sea. Tee-shirt $3

Each Seafarer will get a bag with all these items init. We hopefo ~ Warm hat $4
fill 20 bags. Please consider donating the $ amount attached tqthe Bgr of candy $1

gift. .
Pair of Socks $2

Envelopes are in the table at the back of the church and in your
bulletin. The Confirmation Class and Mission Task Force will
purchase the items with your donatiohhank you and Happy Holidays!




