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THE VOTE 

 

   Some of you have asked what I 

think about the vote of the con-

gregation on Dec.24th.  The first 

thing I know is that the vote 

means there must be a change in 

behavior for the congregation:  it 

means that each member of 

FLCR must become personally 

invested in the life of the congre-

gation, and that there must be a 

growth in the giving of the con-

gregation.  Secondly, I, person-

ally, am a little like Colonel Isaac 

Lee, who gave this region its 

name.  Colonel Lee was a veteran 

of the Revolutionary War, how-

ever, he chose the name ―New 

Britain‖ in honor of the country 

of Great Britain.  You could call 

me another Colonel Lee, in that 

although I fought for the future 

of FLCR at another location, I 

can still honor the congregation 

of First Lutheran Church of the 

Reformation (like he honored 

Great Britain) at 77 Franklin 

Square.  In return, you will need 

to take the stewardship challenge 

seriously and you will be hearing 

much more from me and others 

on this subject in the months 

ahead. 

   Many have been stepping up 

and becoming invested, to ensure 

a future of the congregation at 

the current location.  Charged 

with the task of defining and pri-

oritizing the building and prop-

erty issues, as well as communi-

cating these issues to the congre-

gation is the group, ―7 for 77 

(Franklin Square.)‖  This will be 

co-led by Alan Robertson and 

Dr. Bruce Fletcher.  The team 

has seven folks who have volun-

teered (though it is not limited to 

this number):  Brad Bradford, 

Michael Bane, Pat Brown, Craig 

Diangelo, Tameka Kelley, Eric 

Nilsson and David Walentukonis. 

   The Outreach committee has 

been researching and formulating 

plans for reaching out to the New 

Britain population.  Beginning a 

third service of worship, the 

proven best tactic for growing a 

congregation, is the homework at 

hand.  The committee wants to 

continue the many publicity ave-

nues they have developed:  utiliz-

ing the newspapers, hanging 

cards on neighborhood doors, 

advertising services and welcom-

ing newcomers.  The internet will 

be a main tool both for reaching 

out and for growing our commu-

nity. Nancy Michalski has joined 

the committee as a volunteer to 

liaison with the newspapers and 

assess how our public voice can 

grow. 

   The Youth Group continues to 

thrive and will reach a new mile-

stone later this year as they em-

bark on a mission trip to Ohio.  

Enthusiastic youth meet every 

Sunday evening in Fellowship 

Hall for confirmation class, a 

dinner and the combined junior 

and senior high youth group.  We 

thank Laura Rivers and all the 

parents and adults who are cook-

ing dinners, baking pies, driving 

and supporting in many ways this 

ministry of the congregation. 

   We recently had a change in 

the leadership of Altar Guild 

(thank you for your many years 

of caring and loving service as 

Altar Guild leader, Eleanor Ny-

gren) and there will be many 

more positions open soon. Where 

would you like to be involved?  

What talent do you have and how 

can you use this in the life of the 

congregation?  Furthermore, as 

the economic climate has us scru-

tinizing our personal finances, 

how can we be better financial 

stewards in envelope giving? 

   May God open hearts and 

bless the mission and mission of 

the Lord’s body, the church, in 

this place. 

 
 
 ðRev. A. Elisabeth Aurand 

Ash Wednesday Services at  

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

February 25, 2009 

12 noon and 7 p.m. 
(See page 2 for Lenten Schedule) 
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SOME TRULY GOOD NEWS FROM ñ7 FOR 77ò 
 

ñWith God nothing is impossibleéò 
 

 The new committee, ―7 for 77‖ began its meetings on Sunday, January 4.  Some exciting and surprising things 

came out of the meeting, which set the stage for a hopeful future for FLCR: 

 

The committee was informed by the Pastor that unlike so much of the economy, the investments in our endowment 

were almost entirely unaffected by the economic downturn!  In fact, while some investments like 401k‘s have been cut 

in half, our endowment is down by only four (4%) percent! 

 

Regarding the tower situation, Dave Carlson is working with a new contractor on a ―patch‖ solution which would make 

the structures safer for several years, affordably.  In addition, Eric Nilsson has spoken with a third contractor who has 

several new suggestions about other more feasible reconstruction options.  Karl will report progress regarding these 

discussions at our next meeting, so stay tuned. 

 

The committee is exploring some bold moves in liquidating and/or changing the use of some of our physical plant 

which will provide additional funds and reduce operating costs.  You‘ll hear more on this in the days ahead. 

 

The committee is considering ways to improve the youth and family programs with more investment in funds, time and 

talent to make the church a ―destination church‖ for families with kids. 

 

The committee recognizes the challenges ahead are great, and plans to build in a ―sunset‖ reassessment period of four 

years.  If our work, sacrifice and prayers bring fruit, we will know it.  If not, we will know that too. 

 

Our next meeting is on January 15th, and we will keep the congregation fully informed. 

 

We on the committee are very excited about these prospects and feel that now is the time for bold action.  Having faith 

in our Christian mission and our abilities, and appreciating and caring for the gifts God has given us - both tangible and 

personal – we are ―on the move.‖  Please help and support the mission as we ―move along‖ – as a UNITED CONGRE-

GATION – in our amazing and beautiful church. 

 

Alan Robertson 

2009 Lenten Program 
Ash Wednesday begins the Lenten season at the end of February and in no time we will be ven-

turing through the forty days with our beloved ecumenical mid-week ―soup and service‖ pro-

gram.  Please note below the location of each Wednesday‘s program and save the dates.  The 

meals will start at 6 PM and the service at 7 PM, unless noted otherwise.  Each week‘s program 

builds on the ones before it, and it is ideal if you can schedule attending most programs through-

out the season.  If not, you are welcomed to each individual supper and service. This year‘s 

theme is ―STONES OF LENT & LIFE.‖ 

 

SCHEDULE 
March 4:    at St. John‘s Lutheran Church, 295 Arch St., New Britain 

Rev. Fred Raap, preaching 

March 11:    at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 1103 Chamberlain Highway, Kensington 

  Rev. Frank Meleschnig, preaching 

March 18:  at First Lutheran church of the Reformation 

  Rev. Audrey Scanlan, preaching 

March 25: at St. Gabriel‘s Episcopal Church, 68 Main St., East Berlin 

  Rev. Pat Hames, preaching 

April 1:  at St. Mark‘s Episcopal Church, 147 West Main St., New Britain 

  Rev. Elisabeth Aurand, preaching 

ñSTONES OF 

LENT AND LIFEò 
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COUNCIL: 

Three new council members were approved to fill 

vacant terms until the next general election in June.  The 

new members are:  Bruce Fletcher, Tameka Kelley, and 

Sarah Zalewski. 

Pr. Vaught, chairman of the Synodical Stewardship 

Committee, explained a program titled ―Miracles of 

Stewardship.‖  The program would consist of five (5) two 

hour workshops during which five miracles, namely wor-

ship, time, talents, treasures and love would be discussed.  

The purpose of the program is to provide 12 individuals 

with the means to develop a comprehensive stewardship 

program.  Ideally the group would consist of four council 

members, six stewardship committee members, the pastor 

and one or more interested leaders in the congregation.  

Complete details provided by Pr. Vaught are listed in the 

complete council minutes. 

Pr. Aurand‘s report detailed that her focus for 2009 

would be evangelism and stewardship.  She also noted 

dates for future events:  Feb. 10, 2009 -  a clergy gather-

ing regarding the food pantry and hunger in the city; Feb. 

22, 2009 – an international potluck luncheon followed by 

a talent show;  May 21, 2009 – a conference wide Ascen-

sion service; and a weekend in October for an overnight 

council retreat. 

Gail Bates presented the budget for 2009 and it was 

approved by the council for presentation to the congrega-

tion. 

Bruce Fletcher presented a report from the ―7 for 77‖ 

committee.  The committee has been very active and has 

prepared a list of goals which the council has endorsed.  

Bruce and Alan Robertson will be presenting this report 

to the congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 25, 

2009. 

Gail noted the need to lock the doors to Fellowship Hall 

on Wednesday evenings after the pasta suppers.  They 

were left open last week and people had wandered in. 

EXECUTIVE: 

Candidates for the three vacancies on the church 

council will be presented to the council at the January 25, 

2009 meeting.  Bruce Fletcher, Tameka Kelley, and Sarah 

Zalewski have stepped up to fill these positions.  It is to 

be noted that all vacancies filled during the year need to 

be considered for election at the annual June meeting of 

the congregation. 

Nominations for the Audit and Nominating Commit-

tees as well as the Synod Assembly were noted in the De-

cember council minutes.  Jackie Parmenter has offered to 

serve on the Endowment Committee providing the meet-

ings are held in the daytime. 

Tom Abucewicz will present a Temple Talk at the 

church services on Sunday regarding the need for indi-

viduals to STEP UP and serve on many of our commit-

tees. 

The ―7 for 77 Franklin Square Committee‖ held its 

first meeting on January 4 and will meet again on January 

15.  Alan Robertson and Michael Bane have joined the 

committee so it now has 9 members.  Although a chair 

has not been designated, Bruce Fletcher led the meeting.  

The committee needs to meet with Len Carlson about 

finances, talk to Wendy Whicher about grants, and meet 

with John Galvin, the appraiser.  It will also need to deter-

mine what will be the best way to proceed with the pub-

lic.  The committee hopes to have something to bring to 

the council at the next meeting and to the congregation at 

the meeting on January 25, 2009.  We will not microman-

age this committee – it will have autonomy, but will need 

to report back to the church council. 

Gail Bates asked if we had a new contract with El 

Shaddai for January – March 2009.  Tom Abucewicz has 

signed one and is waiting for David Walentukonis to sign 

it. 

The executive board approved the job description for 

the youth worker.  It will now be advertised. 

Discussion on one Sunday service was postponed 

until next month. 

Stewardship – Pr. Vaught from the New England 

Synod is available to meet with a committee of 6 to dis-

cuss a stewardship program titled ―The Miracle of Stew-

ardship‖ for the spring.  It is important that we get our 

finances under control.  Volunteers are needed to serve on 

this committee. 

The summer camping program at Camp Calumet was 

discussed.  It was noted that the current weekly cost is 

$510.  The executive board approved to offer scholarships 

up to $175 per person for this program.  Payment would 

come from the Clark/Paul funds. 

Pr. Aurand mentioned that the new food pantry on 

Osgood Avenue has opened.  Gail noted that although we 

continue to collect food for the pantries that a donation of 

$1 will buy $30 worth of groceries through Food Share.  

Wouldn‘t it make more sense to collect money rather than 

the food itself? 

A possible capital campaign was briefly discussed. 

Gail mentioned that we need new Thrivent coordina-

tors if we wish to secure matching funds from them in the 

future. 

The pasta suppers were discussed – we are in need of 

a pasta chief – someone who would be willing to coordi-

nate the whole program and oversee the volunteers.  First 

Church of Christ Congregational is interested in helping 

us and would like someone to come and talk to their 

church council about the program.  Tom has offered to do 

this. 

The loss of members was discussed and how that re-

shapes the congregation and our identity.  What can we 

gain from the events of the past year?  Tom has led the 

congregation without bias and is well respected. 
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MEMBERSHIP: 

 
The minutes of the December 2, 2009 meeting were 

read and approved.  We welcomed Lisa Jaksina to our 

committee.  The annual report was then presented and 

was accepted by all.  We then went over our commit-

tee budget and made the necessary changes. 

 

Milk assignments were made through July, and we 

briefly discussed upcoming Lenten activities.  We 

will work more on them next month. 
 

OUTREACH: 

 
The committee welcomed Nancy Michalski to our 

group. Nancy‘s interest is in the area of ―press liai-

son,‖ including newspaper, conferencing and adver-

tising for FLCR. Nancy presented some ideas and we 

welcome her involvement on our committee. 

 

Christmas Eve Pasta Supper Review:  Between 30-50 

people were present and the Christmas plates, nap-

kins, and placemats and Christmas cards provided by 

Outreach were appreciated by those attending. 

 

2009 Budget:  Discussed the crucial importance of 

outreach activity as well as social ministry at this 

time.  The Committee will submit  a budget of $5000 

for Outreach Advertising and Promotion and $1000 

for Mission and Service. 

 

Focus Group Dinner, January 18th:  Plans were final-

ized for a supper and brainstorming event to gather 

ideas for a possible alternative worship service.  Invi-

tations will be sent to members and friends who the 

committee feels may provide guidance about the wor-

ship service. 

 

Outreach Planning 2009:  This activity will be the 

focus of our next meeting.  Planning for Easter Out-

reach activities must be in place no later than March 

1. 

 

New Fellowship Activities 2009:  Outreach has com-

piled a list of ideas that might be accomplished with a 

joint effort by our committee and Membership.  We 

will ask Membership to meet with us next month to 

look over the list and possibly choose a first idea to 

introduce to the congregation. 

 

PROPERTY: 
 

Sealing off unused areas and making sure the church 

is as draft proof as possible to reduce heat loss.  Eric 

Nilsson said he would check out measures to reduce 

heat loss. 

 

Looking at the carpet doctors bid of 

$705.44 to clean rugs, the committee 

decided to take on the task of cleaning 

them during a ―workday‖ in the winter 

months to save money. 

 

The boiler report of lasting about 10 years because of 

the rusting was looked at and was taken under advise-

ment. No action to be taken now.  

 

It was decided to put a standard paper towel holder in 

the kitchen since the one there is an outmoded model.  

 

Info: Pastor has sent samples of the peeling paint 

from the tin ceiling in Fellowship Hall and pieces of 

floor tile out to be analyzed for hazardous material. 

FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARYð 

GAIL BATES: 
 

Year end contribution reports were mailed on 

January 9, 2009.  If you did not receive yours or 

have any questions, please call Gail Bates at 

       224-2475, ext. 11.   

 

An envelope for the suggested contribution of 

$10 for the Temple Chimes is included among 

the January envelopes.  Last year our cost for 

printing and mailing the monthly newsletter far 

exceeded the income.  Please consider making 

your contribution today if you have not already 

done so.  
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Altar Guild News  
 

A special meeting was called on January 6, 2009 to act on immediate concerns, vacancies and replacement of posi-

tions. 

 

Resignations:  1)  Sue Sonstrom, Secretary, resigned position effective December 31, 2008.  Reason– to seek an-

other congregation to worship at.  Sue has served us well and we admire and give praise and gratitude for her many 

contributions to our Guild and congregation, serving in many capacities over the past few years.  We wish Sue and 

Bill Sonstrom happiness in their choice in their future congregation.  2)  Evelyn Anderson has also departed from 

our membership to another congregation earlier in the year.  We extend our gratitude for your years of contribution 

to our group and your participation in varied projects affecting our church and community.  Gratitude to Eleanor and 

Steve Anderson for your many contributions of time, talents and special gifts, these projects have helped us to grow 

and thrive as a congregation and promoting your outreach to the community has aided us in our congregational mis-

sion.  3)  Eleanor Nygren gave her resignation effective January 15, 2009.  She has decided to step down from her 

duties in a leadership role after much thought and consideration.  Her decision affords new leadership to a new team 

giving the opportunity to others to become more involved and, hopefully, will bring about new ideas to accomplish 

our goals and challenges. 

New Team:  It is a pleasure to announce a new group to guide and direct Altar Guild activities.  Four of our mem-

bers have accepted the challenges and duties and will perform in an equal capacity and they are Diane Glaeser, Ina 

Knapp, Greta Kobylarz, and Cindy Pavano.  Gratitude to them for accepting these duties for 2009. 

New Secretary:  Beverly Walsh has accepted the secretary‘s role.  We thank you Beverly. 

Fund:  Elsie Bjorklund Memorial Fund, established by the family and friends with the purpose to purchase an item 

or items for Altar Guild, with stipulation her name will be engraved on the item.  A discussion was made and several 

items have been suggested.  Hopefully, we will have a decision in a few weeks. 

Christmas Craft Fair Treasury:  Proceeds have been presented to the Altar Guild by past treasurer of the fair, 

Dorothy Nelson.  It is the wish of the crafters that the Altar Guild guide and direct funds from the fair.  We welcome 

this bequest and will use it wisely.  The immediate plan is for the purchase of new linens to augment our diminish-

ing linens.  These monies will help augment our Treasury to provide flowers for worship and special occasions, pur-

chase gifts for shut-ins at Easter and Christmas. 

Missing Altar Linens:  Altar Guild members are not returning laundered altar linens in a timely fashion and our 

supply is diminished.   

Altar Candles:  The Altar candles have been repaired and returned. 

Looking Ahead:  Due to several reasons cited for this decision, artificial flowers only will be in place on the altar 

for June, July and August. 

Other Decisions:  1)  Altar membership voted in the fall to donate $250 to the Youth Group‘s project ―Mosquito 

Netting‖ for an African village, with matching funds from Thrivent, bring it to a total of $500.  Thank you Thrivent 

and Sue Sonstrom, who was our project coordinator for the Guild. 

Cookies:  Leftover cookies for the shut-ins at Christmas were donated to the Wednesday night pasta suppers, which 

was enough for several weeks and enjoyed by all. 

Greetings from Florida:  I received a welcomed phone call from Toni and George Krepps.  They send ―best 

wishes‖ to all!  They have both had health issues but reside in their home.  They miss FLCR and we certainly miss 

their presence and not to mention their contribution to Altar Guild, especially their joint visits after church to our 

shut-in members.  They are a super couple and a role model for us all. 

 

WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN, ALL AGES, IN OUR CONGREGATION! 
 

You are invited to our semi-annual luncheon meeting on Monday, March 2, time to be announced.  If you are em-

ployed  and cannot attend and would like to volunteer, you can call the church office or contact any member of the 

Altar Guild.  

 

THANK YOU for this opportunity of sharing and I wish God‘s blessings as we go forward in plans for our church. 

 

Peace, 

Eleanor Nygren 
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L ast week we attended a celebration of 

life service for someone we have known 

for decades.  When some people die, the term 

―funeral‖ seems appropriate: in this case, 

―celebration of life‖ was definitely on target. 

   Here was a man who followed an admirable pat-

tern in his decades on earth.  He grew up in a car-

ing family who taught by example, modeling the 

importance of family and service to church and 

community along with work. 

   He went on to college, came home to marry his 

high school sweetheart, served his country, and 

continued his education while finding his niche in 

the work world.  He and his wife (recently de-

ceased) raised their sons much as he had been 

raised.  He continued to participate in important, 

meaningful areas after retirement; indeed, as long 

as his health permitted. 

   After a long and difficult illness, he was ready to 

die.  And he did. 

   His life was lived with purpose and integrity, 

and he endured many ongoing challenges with 

dignity, and acceptance. 

   His name is not relevant here for we all know 

many who live and who lived much as he did, 

both men and women, married and single, gay and 

straight, rich and poor.  People who are the back-

bone of this nation.  Actually, people worldwide, 

with variations in culture but sharing the basic 

concepts of purpose, responsibility, integrity, dedi-

cation, compassion, and on and on. 

   You get the idea, and the names of many such 

people in your own life probably are popping into 

your mind. 

   Isn‘t it strange?  These steady, decent people are 

the real heroes in our society.  They earn the re-

spect and love of those whose lives they touch, but 

they remain in the background, the largely unsung 

heroes. 

   They differ greatly from today‘s supposedly 

newsworthy non-heroes, the professional 

―celebrities‖ who are constantly in our faces.  

They  currently include the likes of Bernie 

Maddoff and  Gov. Rod Blagojevich, along with 

both local and big time embezzlers, thieves, mur-

derers, gang members, and sexual predators. 

   We hear much about those who break the laws 

of the land as well as ignore standards of morality 

and virtue. 

  The ―news lite‖ focuses on who is splitting from 

whom, who is ―preggie‖ by whomever, who is in 

rehab to escape jail time.  We hear the gory details 

of unsavory divorce settlements and infidelities.  

We learn the obscene prices paid for estates and 

private jets and yachts, often purchased by people 

who contribute little to improving conditions in 

their world, and who live unhappy, self-centered 

lives. 

   Real heroes often remain out of the news.  They 

are busy feeding hot meals to the hungry and cold 

and setting up and volunteering at food banks.  

They mentor children whose parents are unable to 

do so or are irresponsible and neglectful.  They 

fight for the rights of people unable to speak for 

themselves. 

   They refuse to accept unfair and illegal prac-

tices.  They make a positive difference.  Sort of 

like following that Golden Rule, or those Ten Dif-

ficult Laws. 

   On the other hand, the best time to celebrate life 

is while we are living it.  Every day! 

 

   Doing good deeds does not mean sacrificing per-

sonal pleasures.  We should laugh and love.  We 

should sing and dance and cheer for the home 

team.  We should hug and smile.  Give thanks.  

Eat dessert.  Keep in touch with old friends.  Lis-

ten to fine music (like Bill Hively at the organ).  

Play with a child.  Reread a favorite author.  Write 

a poem.  Plant a garden. Paint a picture.  Build a 

sandcastle.  Splash in a puddle, on purpose.  Pray.  

Feel passion.  Welcome friends.  Wake up to a 

birdsong.  Share a chocolate bar.  Hold hands.  

Skip, if you still can!  Picnic at the beach.  Climb a 

mountain.  Sleep in.  You name it, you do it! 

   This is the time to live.  There will also be a time 

to die.  At that time, each of us will be memorial-

ized at either a funeral or a celebration of life ser-

vice.  Which will it be? 

 

 

    ðDiane Wolf 

Celebrating Life 
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Church Events - Reminders- FYIõs 

Snow Gifts 
The multiple storms in December and Janu-

ary have cost us a significant sum of money 

for plowing and sanding.  Please help 

our budget with these expenses by 

making a special donation, payable to 

FLCR.  You can use the snow gift envelopes 

in the pews or just put your donation in any 

envelope and mark it ‗snow gift.‘ 

 

Thank you from the snow fairies. 

International Potluck  

and Talent Show  
Sunday, February 22, 2009  

following 10 a.m. worship  
 

Bring a dish of your ethnic or national heri-

tage (or the country you‘d like to be from). 

 

Enjoy congregational fellowship and appre-

ciate the talent contained therein.  

 

                                                Will end by 12:45 PM. 

From the officeð 

(Lori)-Reminders: 
 

Deadline for March 2009 Temple Chimes is  

       February 11, 2009 
 

Remember your Temple Chimes donations. 

 

Want to save the church money:  If you want 

your Temple Chimes sent to you via PDF file vs. 

USPS mail, let Lori know, or better yet, another 

way to view the Temple Chimes is at our 

churchôs web site which is 

www.1stlutherannb.org...youôll save a tree too! 

 

Call church if you go into the hospital or conva-

lescent home, or if you need pastoral care. 

 

Call the church if you move to a new church or 

address, or have a new phone or e-mail address 

so our records can reflect this change.  Please 

donôt assume I know or a message was passed on 

to me.  Call or e-mail LORI directly.  My email 

is lwallace@1stlutherannb.org.   



8  

  Music News 
January, 2008 
 

Christmas Thanks 
Christmas Eve Thanks 
Many thanks to our own indefatigable choir and band mem-
bers and playing and singing friends, who just a week after our 
Candlelight Concert, made more great music Christmas Eve. 
Alyssa Hughes, trumpet; Tom Abucewicz, tenor sax; Karl 
Nilsson, double bass; Dennis Alex, violin; J.J. Alex, soprano; 
Cindy Pavano, piano and keyboard; our volunteer solo sing-
ers Crystal Dubois, Mike Bane and Craig Diangelo. On 
the professional side, section leaders Barbara Pond (soprano), 
Betty Knorr (soprano), Leonore Nelson (alto), and Ehren 
Brown (tenor); CCSU trumpet majors James Gerrard (from 
Trumpet Sunday in Oct.) and Eric Zenhye all offered beautiful 
Christmas solo repertoire and supported our music. Dennis, a 
professional violinist, is donating the fee he earned at the Can-
dlelight Concert to the Music Series Fund, and volunteered to 
play Christmas Eve. Barbara volunteered to sing at the Candle-
light Concert. James waived his Christmas rehearsal fee, and 
Eric waived his fee for the 4:00 Christmas Eve service.  
 

Check out our own music at www.1stlutherannb.org 

Rehearsal & Performance Schedules 
 
Adult Choir (8th grade to adult: we always welcome the 
ôchoirðcuriousõ) 
Wednesday Feb. 4, 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal in Choir Room fol-

lowed by Coffee and...gathering  
Wednesdays Feb. 11, 18, 25: 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal 
Warm up Every Sunday at 9:30 A.M. in the Choir Room 
Sing Every Sunday at the 10:00 A.M. service 
 

Band (all ages welcome, all instruments needed!) 
Rehearse Thursdays at 7 P.M. 
Play every Sunday at the 10:00 A.M. service 
 

Bell Choir (all ages welcome)ñCindy Pavano, Volunteer 
Director. See you in March! 
 

Sunday School Choir (through grade 7)ñLeslie Marchesi-
Hughes, Volunteer Director of Christian Educationñ
Sunday, February 22ñRehearse at 9:00 A.M. in the Choir 
Room off  Fellowship Hall and sing at 10:00 A.M. Worship. 
 
Peace in Christ, 

Bill Hively, Minister of Music 
(860) 224-2475, ext. 14;  
bhively@1stlutherannb.org 

Prayer List 
February, 2009 

 
This list is current as of the publication deadline.  Please write names on the welcome cards or yellow cards 
in the pews or call them in to the office. 
 
Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted the names they follow. 

Healing 
 
Rita & Keenen Black (Pat Brownõs friends) 
Robin Brown 
Susan Gentry (Nancy Gentryõs daughter) 
Mr. Hiscox (Karl Nilssonõs science teacher) 
Ellen King (family of Cindy Pavano) 
Sarah Kintner (Karl Nilssonõs friend from LSM) 
Dean & Wayne Lord (Pat Brownõs nephews) 
Irene Lukasiewski 
Sue Sougall (Leslie Marchesi-Hughesõ friend)  

 
 
 

Grieving families of: 
 
Pamela Sidoti (Cindy Pavanoõs cousin) 
Carole Steurer (Betty Carlsonõs sister) 
Dennis Klemonski 
Adele Rinas (Jim Rinasõ mother) 
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TWO THRIVENT COORDINATORS NEEDED 

 

To qualify for Thrivent funds for our activities, we MUST have three congregational coordinators.  At the mo-

ment we have only one.  A coordinator must be a Thrivent member and will need to go for one-time training. 

Activity level after that is pretty minimal.  This would involve less work than being on a committee.  Please 

contact Nancy Gentry for more information. 

FLCR Quilters 

 
The First Lutheran Quilters have had another successful year.  Although we are a small 

group, just four members, we completed 44 quilts in 2008, had them blessed in Novem-

ber, and distributed them to the Prudence Crandall Center, the American Red Cross, 

Visiting Nurses of Central CT, the WIC program, and the Salvation Army before the 

holidays.  This brings our total to 384 quilts made and distributed since we began in 1997. 

 

We meet on the second Monday of each month at 9:30 in Room 5 and we welcome your participation.  Our 

funds have been depleted and we are in need of contributions to purchase fabric and batting.  Your donations, 

payable to FLCR, can be earmarked for ―Quilts.‖ 

People Power Sign-up:  April to June 2009 
        

Name:______________________________ 
 
Telephone:___________________________ 
 
 
Please check the service and categories you prefer 
to the right and check the dates below when you 
are available. 
 
 
Return to Lori Wallace in the church office by February 11, 2009. 
 
 

 
 

  8 AM 10 AM 9 AM 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ !ǎǎΩǘΦ      

Worship Assistant      

Reader      

Greeter      

Usher      

  1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 5th Sunday 

April 2009           

May 2009           

June 2009           

NOTE:  9 AM Service starts Memorial Day week-

end, May 24, 2009 —4th Sunday in May. 



 

 

It is official, from June 27-July 4 a group of Youth from FLCR will be participating in a 

weeklong Youthworks service trip to Steubenville, OH.  There they will be pushed to Grow 

In, Live Out, and Act On their Faith with other youth from all around the country. 

 

It promises to be a week to remember and it isn‘t possible without the support of the entire 

congregation.  In the weeks and months to come you‘ll be hearing more and more from our 

Youth about this exciting adventure. You will also be asked to support and encourage them as 

they Step Out to be the Hands and Feet of Jesus on behalf of the whole congregation. 

 

 
 

-Visit www.youthworks.com to learn all about the organization we’re  

working with- 
 

 

 

LOCK-IN: FEB 21-22 
 

Back by popular demand, we‘ll spend the night locked-in the church building where there will 

be video games and movies on the walls, snacks, wacky-surprises, and so much more. Sleep 

may or may not be included. Cost is $5. Sign-up by Friday Feb 20. 

 

 

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 
 

Feb 1: Youth Group/Dinner/Confirmation 

Jan 8: Youth Group/Dinner/Confirmation 

Feb 15: BREAK – No Evening Programs 
Feb 21-22: Lock-In 

 

Normal Font: Regular Schedule [Confirmation 5-6pm, Dinner & Youth Group 6-7:30] 

Bold Font: Special Event, check for more information 

 

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT ANYTHING? 

 
Send an e-mail to FLYouth.NB@gmail.com or call 860-224-2475 

BREAKING NEWS ï óYOUTH SUMMER TRIP IS GO!ô 
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Congratulations, Thank Yous, and RemembeRances  

Each month in the Temple Chimes, we would like to thank, congratulate and remember those in our parish.  Have you seen some-

one do a special deed around the church that you would like to thank?  Is there a special anniversary/birthday coming up?  Call 

Lori in the church office 224-2475 if you would like to add a few lines. 

Pastoral Acts 

At the Grave:  ñInto your 
hands merciful Savior, we 

commend your servants.ò 

 
 

 

¦   Carole (Brann) Steurer on January 4, 2009 

 

¦   Pamela G. Sidoti on January 9, 2009 

Dear members of FLCR, what a fantastic surprise it was 

to find a care package in my post office box!  Thank you 

so much; it really brightened up my week! 

    ðAnna Newberg 

Altar Guild, your kindness brought more pleasure than 

words can quite express, but still this comes to thank you 

for all thoughtfulness. 

 

    ðJohn Kupfer 

Altar Guild, dear loving friends, thank you for the beau-

tiful altar flowers delivered to my apartment on Sunday!  

I am most appreciative.  Also, thank you for your con-

tinuing prayers of love and support! 

    

    ðViola Gustafson 

I would like to thank Gail Bates for the beautiful prayer 

scarf she gave me one Sunday morning before Christmas. 

 

It is beautiful and warm on these nice, cold winter nights.  

 

    ðRuby Wilson 

Altar Guild and FLCR, thank you very much for the 

pretty poinsettia plant and the delicious cookies that we 

were able to enjoy during the Christmas season.  We ap-

preciate your thoughtfulness. 

 

   ðEvelyn & Russell Ahlquist 

Dear kind friends, during the holiday season, we are espe-

cially grateful for our many friends and neighbors who 

help to make this time of year special to those we serve.   

 

Thank you for helping us ―make love visible‖ with your 

generous gift of $750 in support of our Emergency Needs 

Ministry. 

 

   —Ellen Perkins Simpson 

       Executive Director of the 

       Friendship Service Center 

I want to express my sincere thanks to the adult choir 

members who sang at my Mom's funeral.  It was thought-

ful of you to take time from a busy schedule to do that.  

Many people enjoyed it very much, as did my family 

members as well.  Also thank you, members of First Lu-

theran for your thoughts, prayers and for the cards which 

were sent, it means a lot. 

 

Thank you. 

     ðJim Rinas 

Thank you for your gift in 2008 for the Shoulder to 

Shoulder Ilula Hospital.  Your gift of $1,924.00 for Mos-

quito Nets is greatly appreciated.  With your help, our 

important mission of partnering with Ilula Hospital in 

Iringa Province, Tanzania, is helping to promote good 

health in an area where so much is needed and so much is 

possible. 

 

The Ilula Hospital Task Force Committee in Minnesota is 

partnered with Ilula Hospital Committee in Tanzania.  

Together it is our hope that the Health Center will con-

tinue to provide expanding medical care to the people of 

this growing community. 

 

Thank you for helping with this very important medical 

ministry.  

    —Mollie MacLean 

        Shoulder to Shoulder 

                    www.IlulaHealth.org 
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First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

77 Franklin Square + New Britain, CT 06051 + Phone: (860) 224-2475 +  Fax: (860) 827-9848 

www.1stlutherannb.org 

Welcome Statement:  We warmly welcome people of any race, nationality, sexual orientation, age, ability, possessions, or 

education.  A community of believers, we are empowered by faith in Jesus Christ to make the Gospel open to all and visible to 

all whose lives we touch.ðAdopted June 28, 2003 

First Lutheran Staff 

 
Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Willard Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor 

Peter Harrits, Youth Director 

William Hively, Minister of Music 

Richard Legnani, Sexton 

Loriann Wallace, Secretary 

 

Sunday Worship Service 
 

Services are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m., 
both with Holy Communion 

 
Bible Studies 

1st and 3rd Wednesday at Paradise Restaurant 7 a.m. 
and every Wednesday at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 10 a.m. at 

FLCR 
 

Temple Chimes (USPS 537-740) is published monthly by First Lutheran Church of the Reformation,  

77 Franklin Square, New Britain CT 06051. Periodicals postage paid at New Britain CT 06050. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Temple Chimes, 77 Franklin Sq., New Britain, CT 06051. 


