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LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY 

FEBRUARY 17th, 2010 

Services at 12 noon and 7 PM 

  

 My family has suffered from the conflicts  

arising in the larger Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America in the past year. As most of you know 

by now, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America made the decision this past summer at its 

churchwide assembly to allow gays and lesbians 

living in ñcommitted relationshipsò to become 

rostered pastors. The decision by a congregation 

about whether to call such a pastor remains in the 

purview of the congregation and its collective 

preference, yet many in the ELCA  do not seem to 

be able to tolerate the churchwide decision. Thus, 

while I am a pastor of a congregation that is 

largely happy about the decision, my brother, who 

is a pastor in South Carolina, is leading his  

congregation out of the ELCA.  My cousin and 

aunt are embroiled in the trauma of a deeply  

divided parish in Cumberland, MD, resisting a  

pastor who takes every opportunity to denigrate 

the ELCA position (and, sadly, to speak ill of 

gays and lesbians, who have always been  

welcomed by virtue of baptism in all ELCA  

congregations.) 
 

 Our family roots and the institutional  

Lutheran church are intertwined, as is the case 

with many of you who are linked to past genera-

tions of Lutherans. Many of us love the institu-

tional church just as we love our families and that 

church becomes a locus for many relationships 

and memories and practices and places and hopes 

and dreams for the future. But just now, because 

we donôt all agree, institutional practice will line  

v

up irregularly in some families and produce some 

discomfort and/or distance between us. 
 

There have been other issues, though, in other 

eras producing discord within families. I  

remember that my father, a graduate of the  

teetotaling Gettysburg seminary tradition, was 

aghast to find beer in the refrigerator of the  

parsonage house of my Momôs family. Another 

Aunt might have gotten grief when she supported 

my work as a summer pastor in Washington State 

when I visited her prominent Missouri Lutheran 

home in Oregon, a  gathering place for many who 

could not countenance females in church  

leadership roles. 
 

 Perhaps its cavalier to say that these  

divisions in perspective make for good family sto-

ries since families are held together in love (and 

blood) and they keep creating occasions to tell 

stories, as at my Auntôs eightieth birthday party in 

November. It might be a way, though, to think 

about the current nationwide ELCA discord. The 

blood of Christ binds us and we can reflect on the 

love we have for the institutional church. Could 

we now keep a strong enough fellowship with one 

another to recount the stories? 
 

 Meanwhile, we here at FLCR are happy 

and proud to be a vital member of the ELCA and 

hope to give the wider church every support. 

A Valentine to our church, with affection. 

 
~Pastor Elisabeth Aurand  
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 How do we get more members? 

Throughout my career I have worked closely with many, 
many churches.  And one of the most common 
concerns that ALL churches share, not just Lutherans 
mind you, is the ubiquitous questionñ òHow do we get 
more people to join our church?ó  Orñ òHow do we 
fill our pews?ó  Or evenñ òHow do we fill our coffers 
(bank accounts)?ó   
 
These concerns strike us at a time in our country where 
people are polarizing about religion.  Atheism and 
agnosticism are on the rise as well as more ôright wingõ 
forms of Christianity.  In this climate of partisanship 
and division, it is little wonder that those of us who tend 
to fall in the middleñand here I DO mean Lutherans 
AND Methodists AND Episcopalians AND 
Presbyterians, are struggling to grow in numbers.   
 
For you see, as Lutherans, our theology is a theology of 
love.  Our understanding of God has been focused by 
Martin Luther to dwell on Godõs unconditional love for 
us all... on Godõs grace.  We are not Christian 
ôextremistsõ in the conventional sense of the word.  We 
do not bang Bibles, we do not incite Holy wars, we do 
not point and accuse in anger our brothers and sisters 
who do not believe the same things as us.  We are 
called, by Christ himself, to love our neighbours as we 
love ourselves.  This indeed is RADICAL!  But it is not 
extremist and we will not appeal 
to those people who are looking 
for cheap drama in their 
religion.  Nor are we capable of 
fostering the anger that often 
accompanies those who reject 
religion entirely.    
 
We, along with our mainstream 
Protestant brother and sisters, 
are caught in a national trend 
where church attendance IS in 
decline.  And I want to be clear 
about thisñALL churches 
struggle with this phenomenon.   
 
So what do we do about this?  
What do Lutherans do in the 
face of this national trend?   
 

We welcome people.  We welcome people.  And we 
keep welcoming people.   
 
We do as Christ did.  We welcome people to our tables.  
We welcome people into our church home.  We 
welcome people into our lives.   
 
The early church was made up of sinners and tax 
collectors.  The people Jesus invited into his life were 
sinners and tax collectors, the homeless, the sick, those 
in prison, those in need.  These are the people Christ 
chose to form his church. 
 
Now you may not think that these people should be our 
òtargetó population for growing OUR church.  But do 
you know what?  (And this is important!)  WE ARE 
NOT A CHURCH UNLESS WE DO THESE 
THINGS.   
 
Jesus tells us that he is present, that he is AT HOME 
wherever his children welcome those in need.  For he 
promises, quite directly, ñTruly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 

it to me.ò  Matthew 25:40. 
 
This is how Jesus built his church and this is how we 
must also.  We must welcome ALL people, for truly, 

everyone is in needñwhether 
that be physically, emotionally, 
spiritually.   
 
And welcoming means with our 
whole hearts.  With the 
unconditional love that Luther 
stresses so much.  With hugs 
and handshakes and smiles and 
questions of concern.  With the 
grace of God, that certainly 
passes our understanding, but 
which works through our lives 
and through our relationships.   
 
God is with us.   
 
Peace! 
 

Dr. Jennifer Kilps 
Director of Congregational Life 
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Church Council Meeting 

 January 18, 2010 
 

The Church Council met on the above date.  Present were Tom 

Abucewicz, Robert Anderson, Pat Brown, Craig Diangelo, Bruce 

Fletcher, Nancy Gentry, Alyssa Hughes, Leslie Marchesi-

Hughes, David Jones, Tameka Kelley, Eric Nilsson, Karl Nils-

son, Alan Robertson, Sarah Zalewski, Pastor Will Baumgartner, 

Jennifer Kilps, Gail Bates, and Jeff Soneson. 
 

After Devotions, we voted to accept the agenda. 
 

The minutes from the last meeting were accepted. 
 

Jeff Soneson presented a request for our member, Daniel Walen-

tukonis, whose home had been destroyed in a fire. Daniel needs 

to have his hearing aides refurbished.  The council motioned to 

take $100.00 from the Joan Kosyta fund and upon acceptance of 

his application we would move to give another $200.00 for a 

total of $300.00 to help Daniel Walentukonis.  Motion Carried. 
 

Gail Bates reported on the financial report and the budget for 

2010.  After a thorough review of the proposed budget and line 

items on the budget, the council motioned to approved the  

proposed budget.  A motion was made to accept the proposed 

budget. Carried. 
 

We made a motion to send $83.48 in proceeds from the Seafarers 

Mission fund raiser to the Seafarerôs Mission.  Carried. 
 

Jen Kilps, Director of Congregational Life,  reported that she 

would like to proceed with her plan to reorganize the Sanctuary 

seating to provide a closer, more intimate atmosphere in our 

sanctuary. Council agreed that she should proceed. The 7 for 77 

Committee and all of the committees are in full support of these 

measures. She has many projects planned for 2010 which will 

promote growth, fellowship and mission. 
 

Outreach and Property are working in concert to provide the 

signs needed to direct the traffic in our parking lots and the signs 

are ready to install. 
 

Property requested that we motion to approve the electricianôs 

bid for the light replacement in the rear of the educational  

building of $635.16.  Motion to accept the bid to replace the rear 

lights. Carried. 
 

The bill from Kensington Photo is $983.00 for the necessary 

photos for the National Historic Register Application needs to be 

paid.  Motion to pay the bill from Kensington Photo from the 

building fund.  Carried. 
 

Youth and Family reports they will hold a variety show w/pot 

luck luncheon on February 14, 2010 after services to replace the 

usual Shrove Tuesday Talent Show. 

     

    2. 
 

Executive committee reports that Bill Hively will be taking his 

sabbatical this year  for a one month duration.  Pastor Aurand 

will be taking her sabbatical next year. 
 

Pastor Baumgartner gave the Benediction and prayer. 
 

Next meeting will be on February 10, 2010. 
   
A motion  was made to adjourn . Carried 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Brown, Council Secretary 

Mission & Task Force Minutes 

January 19, 2010 
 
In attendance:  Cheryl Brideaux, Nancy Robertson, Lisa Jaksina, 

Bruce Fletcher, Jan Picerno & Jen Kilps 
 

Updates 

Woolies Collection:  We are still receiving donations that 

are being used by Pasta Supper participants. 

Compact fluorescent bulb sale financially not that  

successful but we feel good about promoting the use of 

green technology.   

Lisa Jaksina is talking with Ruth from Seafarers  

International about a presentation here at church.  Need to 

coordinate with Pastor. 

Bike rack to be installed by Property in the spring. 

Pasta Supper lost a few Team Leaders but others are     

stepping up to help out, including Marianne Farr, Nancy & 

Michael Michalski, and Kate Johns (a CCSU grad student 

who works with Urban Oaks).  A huge thank you to all those 

who have stepped up to help out!  Also a huge thanks to 

David and Marilyn Meigs who are now picking up the 

Panera donations.  Thank you!  We would like to plan a 

party to thank all of our volunteers in the spring. 
 

New Business 

We are quickly preparing Church World Service (CWS) 

relief kits for Haiti .  They are asking for ñBaby Care Kitsò 

and ñHygiene Kitsò ASAP.  We will introduce this to the 

congregation and continue this campaign through Sunday 

February 21st. 

We started planning four Day Mission Trips:   

1. In late February we are hoping to travel to IRIS 

(Integrated Refugee & Immigration Services) in New  

Haven to help tutor Iraqi refugee children. 

2. In March we would like to take an overnight trip to NYC 

volunteering at a progressive homeless shelter or soup 

kitchen. 

3. In April we would like to spend a Saturday planting in the 

greenhouse at Urban Oaks organic farm in New Britain. 

4. In May we would like to schedule a Habitat for           

Humanity  work project. 

We started talk of a longer Summer Mission Trip.  Our 

three choices are South Florida , Washington D.C. & New 

Orleans. We will prepare information for the                   

Congregational Meeting. 

Jan Picerno is trying to revive our participation at the 

Friendship Center.  FLCR is scheduled to work there on 

the 4th Wednesday of every month from 9:30 ï 1pm.  Please 

talk with Jan for more information.  
 

Future Business 

Refugee family resettlement 

Funding for pasta supper 

Thoughts on promoting a ñcarbon fastò for Lent.   

Preparations for community garden? 
 

Our next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 23 at 

7pm.  Please come and join us!  
Submitted by , 

Jen Kilps 
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Outreach Committee 

January 10, 2010 
 

Present:  Jen Kilps, Pat Brown, Cindy Schilling, Gail 

Buchholz. Pastor Aurand joined us for part of the meeting. 

 

2009 Annual Report and 2010 Budget: Gail reported that 

she has submitted these to the Office and Finance  

Committee respectively. 
 

Outreach Committee Members:  We are looking to add 

some new people to our committee.  If you would enjoy 

discussions about promoting our church community and/or 

hands-on outreach to New Britain neighborhoods and  

surrounding towns, this committee could be for you.  Our 

2009 Annual Report, coming out soon, describes our  

activities in more detail. We hope youôll take a moment to 

read it and see if what we do matches your interests. 
 

Bread for the World: Pat reported that we have received a 

thank you for $150 collected during our Bread for the 

World Fellowship Event last November.  She will post the 

note and card in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Blue Christmas Review:  With a blues/jazz musical  

emphasis provided by nine musicians, the committee felt 

this worship event more than met its objective of offering a 

service for people for whom the holidays may be less than 

happy or who may be feeling a loss, while maintaining the 

informality and sharing aspects of our regular ñcome as 

you areò 6:30 p.m. service. 43 people attended. A special 

thank you to Bill Hively, whose time and talents  

contributed greatly to the success of this event. 
 

Visitorsô Parking Signs: Gail reported that two signs have 

been ordered and should be in place within a week or so. 
 

CCSU Outreach:  We have not heard back from the  

Armenian church that had proposed an ecumenical  

approach to the college community.  Jen will follow up to 

see what the status is on this project. 
 

Jenôs Time:  Jen reported that she and Pat are working on 

the next series of Movie Nights, which will include films 

with a faith component.  An outdoor showing of The  

Wizard of Oz is planned for June and Outreach will put 

this on our April agenda in order to plan for its promotion.  

The Meet Up web site with its Christian Life emphasis, has 

several members and Jen is planning an in-person get  

together for this group. There will be an international  

potluck and talent show on February 14th. 
 

Publicity for the 6:30 Service: We discussed some  

additional  promotional activities for this service.  Jen and 

Gail will get together to work on two ideas and the  

committee will discuss others at our next meeting. 
 

How to Welcome/Integrate Visitors and New Members: 

The committee discussed this topic.  Cindy suggested a 

special fellowship hour for St. Patrickôs Day.  Jen will  

Youth and Family Meeting 

January 10, 2010 
 

Attendance: Andrew Soneson, Bre Johnson, Lisa   

Jaksina, Cheryl Brideaux, Sarah Zalewski, Leslie 

Marchesi, Lisa Nilsson, Alyssa Hughes 
 

Church School: 

-     We are trying to make the kids more visible 

-      Leslie Marchesi presented a schedule for the next 

two months. 
 

Youth: 

-     No youth group 1/17 b/c Bre will be preaching at 

7:00 worship and it is also MLK weekend. 

-     However, there is an adult and youth meeting at 

5:00 that day to discuss the summer mission trip. 

-     It was decided that the mission trip will be the 

week of July 4th-July 9th 

$250 per person, not including vans and 

gas 

       -  need male chaperon, possibly Greg 

Soneson, but    not definite 
 

**To get scholarships, youth need to step up!** 
 

-     Bre presented a schedule, as well, for Spring 

2010. 

-     Bre also presented a ñ12 hour Weekly Proposalò 

which the committee accepted. 
 

Pasta Suppers: 

-     Need 2 new team leaders 

-     Weôve had a consistent attendance (60-70 aver-

age) 
 

Other: 

Leslie Marchesi and Alyssa Hughes will co-chair the 

Youth & Family committee. 
 

** Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 10th @ 7:30 

p.m.** 
 

Respectively Submitted, 

Alyssa Hughes 

prepare an article for the Temple Chimes. We will continue 

with a brainstorming session at our next meeting, 
 

Advertising/Promotional Plans: A Review of 2009  

Activities and Development of a Plan for 2010: Tabled to 

our next meeting. 
 

Next Meeting:  Our next meeting will be Sunday,  

February 14th, at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

Gail Buchholz 
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ñ7 for 77ò Meeting 

January 10, 2010  
 

7 for 77 Committee met on the above date.  Present were 

Alan Robertson, Craig Diangelo, Eric Nilsson, Beth Alan, 

Jen Kilps, Pastor Aurand, and Pat Brown. 
 

We opened with a prayer. 
 

Old business-we discussed the security issue. Should we 

install cameras for the staff to view persons coming to our 

doors? When they were asked, the security company that 

may be installing our alarms advised that we should not 

need cameras.  Some in our committee feel that is still 

would be a good idea since many of our staff are ladies and 

might feel more secure if they were able to see who might 

be trying to enter our building. We will refer this to Coun-

cil. 
  

Agenda Items; 

a. When contacted, Joe Porcaro stated that he would be 

sending out bids for all of the required contractors, begin-

ning with the scaffolding contractors.  The bids should all 

be out by the end of the month and we will have a report in 

February.  We still are targeting an April start date. 
 

Youth Center-the Property Committee and the El Shaddai 

committee are conferring. We will be repairing the chim-

ney, the funds have already been budgeted for this repair, 

we have already agreed to table the decision on the sale of 

the Youth Center and the question of whether we need to 

pursue the parking situation until next year. 
 

National Historic Register -Our application for the Na-

tional Historic Register has been submitted to Stacy Vairo 

for review. We will here more about that next meeting. 
 

Strategy for church growth and volunteerism, and  

stewardship -We are directing our attention to the growth 

of our congregation.  The constant and successful efforts 

through the direction of our Director of Congregational 

Life, Jen Kilps, is producing some growth.  She feels that 

the efforts were are making now will be seen over time.  

She will be preparing a survey asking our members and 

prospective members what they are looking for in a church 

and what do they expect to do for the church and  the faith. 
 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be on January 31, 

2010.  Alan will prepare the Annual Report for the Church  

and Pat will prepare the annual report for 7 for 77 Commit-

tee. 
 

Pastor and Jen will work on a mission statement survey and 

Bruce will compile and write it out when the surveys come 

back. 
 

We will be considering changing the formation of the pews 

in our sanctuary to provide a more close and  intimate  

atmosphere during our worship service.  Property will also 

be working on the logistics of this notion. 
 

Beth Allen , and perhaps, Jen Kilps will be attending a  

Property Meeting 

January 4, 2010 

 
Security system is being worked on, each person will have 

their own pin # to enter and exit. 
 

Rich Lagasi asked for permission to spray the peeling areas 

on the ceiling to retard any further peeling. The request 

was granted. 
 

A question was asked if the curtains needed fire proofing, 

it will be looked into. 
 

A request to purchase  a mop and bucket etc. for NA, it 

was approved. 
 

Groman will proceed with fixing the outside lamps. if 

council will approve the project. It will be brought up at the 

1/18.2010 Council Meeting, and a retainer will need to be 

sent to Gromans. 
 

Use of a area for assistance with the upcoming census was 

requested. The committee didn't see a problem if the time 

and place is okay with Pastor. 
 

A date to de-decorate the Church was discussed. 
 

Molding repair on the front steps was discussed and it will 

be taken care of. 
 

Jeff Soneson, Eric Nilsson, and Pastor  will talk to El  

Saddai about work needed to be done in the Youth Center. 
 

Signage for the parking lot is in progress. 
 

The next meeting will be on 2/1/2010  
 

Submitted by Tom Abucewicz 

Finance Committee Minutes 

January 11, 2010 
 

The Finance and Stewardship Committee met on January 

11, 2010.  In attendance were  Pr. Elisabeth Aurand, Gail 

Bates, Lennart Carlson and Nancy Gentry.  Robert  

Anderson was excused. 
 

We went back over the budget figures that we had  

previously worked on, as more up-to-date figures were 

now available. We added more new line items as well. We 

will wait for Joyce (from Abate Associates) to give us final 

figures and then the report will be printed up for the  

Annual Meeting. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Gentry, Recorder 

conference regarding Historic Churches, the seminar will 

be focusing on stain glass windows of these churches. 
 

Our next meeting will be on February 7, 2010 
 

We closed with the Benediction. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Brown, Secretary for 7 for 77 Committee 
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Executive Committee Minutes 

January 12, 2010 
 

Present were Nancy Gentry, Eric Nilsson, Alan Robertson,  

Pastor E. Aurand, and Pat Brown. 
 

We followed the agenda prepared by Pastor Aurand as  

follows: 
 

1. Clarified vacation days for Director of Congregational Life-

paid days will be 15 and days off will be 21.Her long range plans 

will be implementing some of the non financial aspects of Option 

6 which will be the reconfiguration of the sanctuary seating to 

promote a more welcoming and inviting atmosphere.  
 

2. We reviewed the remarks from our financial secretary recom-

mending that the Stewardship and Finance Committee be  

renamed as individual committees. We also considered her  

comments regarding what is paid for mileage and how often. 
 

3. Our Youth Mission trip to North Carolina will have 3 chaper-

ones as required for the amount of persons expected to attend, 

Jen Kilps, Bre Johnson and a male volunteer not yet chosen. 
 

4. Our press conference in January and in the Spring of 2010, 

regarding the tower project, will depend on how quickly Joe  

Porcaro, our tower supervisor, receives back the bids for the  

scaffolding and preparation contractors so that Cintec may begin 

the anchoring. The bids will be sent out this month. 
 

5. Annual meeting will be on January 31, 2010 after  

services. Notices will go out in the bulletin and be mailed out 

with the financial statements for all members. The current  

nominating committee needs to meet and nominate new  

committee members, executive committee members will be  

contacting these persons to advise them to report on their  

progress. The new nominating committee members will include 

Dave Jones, and Craig Diangelo. 
 

6. The preliminary report on the audit is in, and the report is good 

with very few exceptions. We will report to council that  

recommendations made by the audit company to improve our 

procedures have been or will be implemented. The audit  

committee will be reviewing the audit. 

Membership Committee Minutes 

January 13, 2010 
 

 Present were Gail Bates, Nancy Gentry, Bill Hively and 

Norma Wallace. Dr. Jennifer Kilps, as a guest. 
 

Discussion centered around three upcoming events. The 

first event is the Annual Meeting on January 31. We  

decided on coffee, donuts and pastries for refreshments. 
 

The talent show will take place on Sunday, February 14 

and there will be an international potluck lunch. More  

information will be available from Dr. Jennifer Kilps. Set 

up and decorating will take place on Saturday February 13, 

2010 between 10:00 and 2:00. 
 

The third upcoming event is the Midweek Lenten supper 

and service. Setting up work will begin after 1:30 PM. We 

will begin recruiting volunteers to help. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Nancy Gentry, Chair 

7. We will approve a raise for our new staff person who is now 

eligible as she has been with us for 90 days. 
 

8. Pastor Aurand will be meeting with El Shaddai regarding their 

insurance requirements as it pertains to our insurance  

requirements at First Lutheran.  
 

9.  We went over the resolutions for the year 2010, to be read at 

our Annual Meeting on 1/31/2010. 
 

10. We reviewed our Holiday schedule, calendar will be  

available at the office. They are going forward Presidents Day-

February 15, 2010; Good Friday- April 2, 2010;Memorial Day -

May 30, 2010; July 4, 2010; Labor Day- September 6, 2010; 

Columbus Day- October 11, 2010; Veterans Day- November 11, 

2010; Thanksgiving- November 25, and 26, 2010; and Christmas

-December 24, 2010. 
 

11. Vision Survey, the Pastor and Jen Kilps will work on this and 

will be conferring with Bruce Fletcher about writing it up. 
 

12. Sabbatical- Our organist Bill Hively will be taking his  

sabbatical this year, and Pastor Aurand may be taking hers the 

following year. 
 

A. Our Treasurer presented information regarding the  

Lutheran Music Program in which we have an opportunity to 

contribute $500.00 to the program for which our applicant  

realized some benefits including a 10% student tuition discount, 

a 33% match for the local funds and other benefits. We  

determined for the time being our scholarship of the same 

amount may be the way we may choose to help our student and 

will revisit this offer again in the future. 
 

B. Our Treasurer also informed us of a new process for obtaining 

matching funds from the Thrivent program. We will need to 

name a Congregational Advocate who will act as a Liaison be-

tween Thrivent and our Church, the commitment for the Advo-

cate will be approximately 5 hours a month.  Our Treasurer will 

review the information and report on this at our next meeting. 
 

Our next meeting will be on the First Tuesday of next month, 

March 2, 2010. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Brown, Secretary 

Audit Committee Minutes 

January 17, 2010 
 

 

Present were Fred Newberg, Pat Brown, Dr. Bruce Fletcher 
 

We met to review and discuss the independent audit con-

ducted by the accounting firm of Budwitz & Meyerjack, 

PC. The audit is on file in the church office. 
 

Our committee is pleased to accept this audit and praises 

the financial and administrative efforts of staff members 

and volunteers, who make this type of good news possible. 

We particularly recognize the efforts of Gail Bates. Thank 

you Gail. 
 

At the time of our meeting, the Executive Committee has 

also reviewed and accepted the audit. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Fred Newberg 
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In Times of Grief  

It  is dinner hour and I am multi-tasking, 
trying to brainstorm an article while I am in the 
midst of preparing a meal and watching the    
horror in Haiti. As I stir my short-rib casserole, I 
am trying to get my mind around the devastation 
on an island I have never visited. 

 
Millions of other people worldwide are also 

watching, I know. Of course we are feeling     
empathy for all who are there or have loved ones 
on the island. Television gives us a front row seat 
to view the fear, bewilderment, and horror on the 
faces of the people; the hundreds of covered 
corpses in the streets, and the wreckage still 
trapping unknown numbers of victims. 

 
The scenes bring back similar TV footage of 

other tragedies: 9/11, the tsunami, Hurricane 
Katrina, major floods and mud slidesï all within 
recent memory. 

 
The magnitude of the event draws us to it, of 

course. But when we acknowledge what has 
taken place, we start to see the individuals who 
have been involved. We get news stories and 
details about local CT residents who were there. 
We hear of their specific injuries, their rescues, 
their thankfulness for spared life, and their       
sadness over the great loss of life. 

 
With a feeling of national pride, we are Happy 

to see American ships and planes speeding to 
the rescue; we willingly send money to help; we 
offer prayers. 

 
Why do these dreadful things happen?        

Because conditions on earth and beneath the 
earthôs surface cause them. They are nothing 
new; they have been happening for millions of 
years and will continue until the planet is no 
more. 

 
Man-made mass destruction is deliberate. 

Enemies plot and engage in war. Ethnic and   
racial hatred bring about genocide. Societies   
defend themselves and their beliefs against 
those who challenge them. Ignorance and    
carelessness cause loss of life. Apathy allows 
dreadful things to happen. Epidemics spread and  

devastate huge numbers of people. In theory all 
of the man-made disasters could be prevented.  
 

Natural disasters are beyond our control. We 
must accept them and deal as best we can when 
they occur. 

 
When we hear that deaths number in the  

thousands and tens of thousands, itôs somewhat 
impersonal. But for each one of those numbers, 
there is an individual, just like each of us, going 
about living, day by day, year by year. Each is 
unique with joys and sorrows, triumphs and    
disappointments, choices to make, pathways to 
follow, loving, interacting, procreating, and finally, 
leaving a legacy of some sort. 

 
None of us is alone. We interact, we are      

interdependent, and we influence one another. 
We choose different belief systems and we find 
our comfort in the promise of life after death. 

 
Death in Haitiôs earthquake is the end of a life 

like anyone elseôs death. When we see mass 
death, we see our own mortality and know that 
our lives can end at nay moment, too. And if-no, 
whenï we die, our passing will leave a void. We 
will have had our only opportunity to make a    
difference, to ñdo good,ò to love, to teach, to 
shareé to be an active participant in the family 
of man. 

 
In the 1620ôs British poet John Donne said it 

well. He believed ñno man is an island entire of 
itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a 
part of the main. If a cloud be washed away by 
the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a    
promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy 
friendôs or of thine own were. Any mansô death 
diminishes me, because I am involved in      
mankind, and therefore never send to know for 
whom the bell toll; it tolls for thee.ò 

 
We grieve for those whose time it was in Haiti; 

we pray for them. With the time we have left on 
earth, we need to connect with one another and 
with God who is with us now as He will be    
thereafter. 
 

~Diane Wolf  
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Prayer List 
 

February 2009 
 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. 

Please write names on the welcome cards or  

yellow cards in the pews or call them in to the of-

fice. Thank you. 
 

Note: Names in parentheses are those who 

submitted the names they follow 
 

Carol Delvallie (Rich Legnani), Wendy Soneson, 
Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean lord (Pat Brown), 
Penny Kinney (Pat Brown), Joe Pavano (Cindy 
Pavano), Rose Huie (Pat Brown), Rita & Keenen 
Black (Pat Brown), Audrey Brolin (Cindy Pavano), 
Bill Perley (David Keating), Pat Hamilton (Gail 
Bates), Kathy( Pat Brown), Lori (Pat Brown), 
Grieving Family of Carolyn Magnuson, Donna 
Cutler, Karen (Pat Brown), Donald (Pat Brown), 
Maria P. (Pat Brown), Henry Marchesi (Leslie 
Marchesi), Betty Marchesi (Leslie Marchesi), Kevin 
Clifford (Carmen Sierra), Josh Dess (Alyssa 
Hughes), Jamie Botteon (Alyssa Hughes), Carter 
Elder (Lola Tucker), Daniel & Anthony  
Walentukonis, Keith & Jesse Matthews, Joyce 
Swanson (Mae Eisenhardt), Louis Sacco, Crystal & 
Shawn Dubois (Pat Brown), The Johnson Family 
(Pat Brown), Irene Lukasiewski (Pat Brown), 
Coach Stokes (Alyssa Hughes), Jim Olsen (Alyssa 
Hughes), Barbara Zeleber (Nancy Michalski), 
Pauline Buinickas, Hector Ayala & Tami Bissell 
mourning the death of their son Junito, Cari 
Walentukonis (Daniel Walentukonis), Latisha 
Francis Tucker (Lola Tucker), Flourine Macintosh 
(Lola Tucker), CJ Farr, All Persecuted Christians 
(Pat Brown), All affected by the Haiti Earthquake. 

Pastoral  Acts  

    

                     Carolyn Magnuson 

                              Funeral on  

                       December 30th 2009 

M O V I E  N I G H TM O V I E  N I G H TM O V I E  N I G H T    
   

A LL A RE WELCOME! 
 

Popcorn & Lemonade & Snacks  served  

 
January 30 Sat 6pm  

Bells of St Maryõs 
Starring:  Ingrid Bergman & 
Bing Crosby  
 

 

February 20  Sat 6pm  

The Mission      
Starring:  Robert De Niro & 
Jeremy Irons  

 
 

March 20  Sat 6pm  

Quo Vadis    
Starring:  Robert Taylor & 
Deborah Kerr  
  

 

April 17  Sat 6pm  

Amazing Grace   
Starring:  Ioan Gruffuud & 
Albert Finney  

 
 

MayñEvening of Memorial 
Day Parade  

Contact  
Starring:  Jodie Foster & 
John Hurt  
 
 

June 19  Saturday 6pm  

OUTDOOR 
SCREENING 
The Wizard of OZ  
Starring:  Judy Garland & 
Ray Bolger  
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Altar Guild News  

WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN, ALL AGES, IN OUR CONGREGATION!  
We invite you to our Altar Guild Lucheon on March 8th, 2010 at 12:00 noon. Diane Wolf, Betty Carlson, 

and Gail Bates will be serving lunch. 

Please see Ina Knapp, Greta Kobylarz, Diane Glaeser, or Cindy Pavano and consider joining us. We are 

always looking for new members.  

When making memorial donations for flowers, the check should be payable to Altar Guild. It should indi-

cate who is making the donation and who the flowers are in memory of. Also, there are memorial flower 

envelopes at the back of the sanctuary. 

From the office �³  
 

Deadline for the March 2010 Temple Chimes is 

February 11th, 2010.  
 

Please call the church if you go into the hospital, 

convalescent home, or if you need pastoral care. 

We want to ensure that you are well taken care of. 

      With the new privacy laws no institute will  

       provide us with your info. 

 

Please communicate any changes, updates, or  

questions that you may have. If Iôve missed any-

thing, please let me know.  

Administrative Assistant 

Jessica Sierra 

(860) 224-2475 ext.10 

Does anyone have some new or gently 
used books they would like to donate to 

children and adolescents aged 0-16.  
If so, please drop them off to Jessica in 
the church office. All books gathered will 

go to Community Mental Health  
Affiliatesô Team Time Social Club as a 

contribution to their book drive. She will 
collect books until March 10th, 2010.  

                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                  
  

 
    

 If you haven't already  
       contributed to your Temple Chimes  

  please consider doing so. The Temple 
 Chimes envelopes were included with 
 your January contribution envelopes. 
   Thank you. 

Hello and Happy New Year! 

I would like to invite you to our First Actual Meet
-Up Event. I would like to invite you on Thursday, 

the 4th of February to meet at 6:30pm at J. 

Timothy's  in Plainville for--coffee, beer, snacks, hot 

chocolate, a glass of wine-- and some good discussion. 

As stated in the main site for this page, this group is 

about discussing with each other what it means to live 

a Christian life in the world today. Whether this be 

about things such as dating or marriage, or politics, or 

topics such as Haiti and questions like--why there is so 

much tragedy in the world, or what television shows or 

movies help us to understand the world today... we can 

talk about anything! 

I would suggest for this first meeting discussing what it 

means to you to be a Christian. Do you struggle with 

that title? Is your Christianity a source of comfort for 

you? Do you have a spiritual life? Has religion been a 

source of conflict in your life? This certainly does not 

need to be too heavy but I hope it is meaningful! 

So when you get there, go up to the "Taverne Loft". I 

will be there with a red shirt on! With a pint of beer! 

Hope to see you there! 

This should be fun! 

Jen 


