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The Iringa Basket

Sitting on my office desk is the Iringa
basket given to the congregation by our
youth director, Peter Harrits, on Dec.
14™. He brought this gift back from
Tanzania, where he took his Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE) last summer.
I understand that the expert women of
the Hehe tribe make these baskets in
the lush tea-growing highlands near the
town of Iringa. They are woven using
local reed-like grasses and dyed with
natural plant dyes. Each basket is said
to reflect the “soul of Tanzania” and
ours is a magenta and tan design with
diagonal stripes, about seven inches
deep. Thank you, Peter!

The basket will function as a reminder
of the justice and righteousness of the
people of God. Though times are
tough, the congregation has found a
way to give to the impoverished of
Tanzania through the mosquito-net
project. Yet the impulse to care does
not stop with net project’s November
23" “second offering,” rather just be-
gins there. FLCR’s Mission and Ser-
vice Task Force hopes to use the bas-
ket and hold a “second offering” march
again on Palm Sunday, April 5". This
will be the culmination of a new cam-
paign highlighting local needs and
challenging the congregation to help
supply a new community food pantry
during Lent. The April second offering
will go toward the work of the New
Britain Food and Resource Center
opening in Osgood Park on January 5.
Between now and Palm Sunday there
will be speakers and gatherings in-
forming the congregation about the
brand new “one-stop” center to aid to
those in time of crisis.

As we hunker down to weather tough
economic times in America, there is an
opportunity to develop new habits of
“trust in the Lord.” We will be scruti-
nizing our household budgets and our
priorities, and perhaps decide to place
high our commitment to the Lord’s
work. We’ll then take our offering “off
the top” of our budget instead of the
bottom. Good stewardship of re-
sources always includes a portion set
aside for God’s work — ideally a tithe,
or 10% - and in our discipline of a
regular proportional offering, we’ll be
reminded of our gratitude to God,
counting our blessings, finding our
lives simplified and seeing them en-
riched by the sharing and warmth of a
communal ethic. Perhaps we will come
to be as enthusiastic as Tanzanians for
their Lutheran churches and make per-
haps even our regular offerings
through the Iringa basket. That will be
a reminder of the Christian community
of generous hearts in which we live.

—Reverend A. Elisabeth Aurand
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“The basket will function as
a reminder of the justice
and righteousness of the

people of God.”

TIME TO STEP UP

At the special meeting, where
69 members said we should
stay at 77 Franklin Square, a
call is going out for all to step
up and work for the better of
First Lutheran Church of the
Reformation.

Needed is one member to serve
on the nominating committee,
several to join the membership
committee, several to join the
finance committee, 2 Thrivent
Coordinators (must be
Thrivent members) and 3
positions on the Council.

Members that want to step up
and be counted please contact
Pastor Aurand.

Remember it won’t work with-
out total involvement by

If you just sit in the pews and
don’t take an active part then
we will fail.

It’s all up to the member-
ship........ WALK THE TALK.

Continue to check the
church’s web site
www.1stlutherannb.org for the
latest news. Pictures of the
special meeting are now posted
under ‘Current Events.’

—Tom Abucewicz
Council President




Special Meeting of the Congregation
December 14, 2008

Tom introduced Pastor Paul Sinnott who moderated the
meeting. Pr. Sinnott reminded the congregation that
the purpose of the meeting was to vote on one question
and that no other vote could be taken.

Gail Bates, council secretary, presented the motion to
vote on the question “Should the congregation remain
at 77 Franklin Square? Yes or No?” The motion was
seconded and discussion followed. After several indi-
viduals spoke at the microphone and with no further
interest in discussion, Pr. Sinnott called the question.

Pr. Aurand gave a brief power point presentation re-
viewing the events of the past 3 years. This included
the several consultants hired, assessment of the physi-
cal needs of the buildings, the Long Range Planning
Team, Option 6, and the investigation team.

Pr. Sinnott explained the process to be used for the bal-
lot and with no further questions the voting began. A
recess was held while the votes were counted.

The meeting reconvened in the nave and the result of
the vote announced: Yes — 69, No -48.

Tom Abucewicz reminded the congregation that the
executive board was tired and that they would complete
their term of office but not continue after that. We
need new leadership to step forward.

Pr. Aurand spoke to the congregation and suggested
that a team of 7 (for 77 Franklin Square) be formed to
deal with the physical plant issues and deficit budget.

Pr. Sinnott concluded the meeting with a prayer and
benediction. The congregation joined together to sing
“Joy to the World.”

EXECUTIVE:

# Pr. Aurand questioned what sort of budget process we
would follow this year. It was decided that the Finance
Committee should meet after the Dec. 14 vote to deter-
mine what direction the church should take. Can we
change to a different budget year? Would July — June
work for us? Should we only prepare for six months?

® The executive board considered changing to a one
service schedule but decided to delay any decision until
several weeks after the Dec. 14 vote.

® We will need a new youth director when Peter Harrits
leaves in June and it is recommended that we seek an
asst. director this spring to work into Peter’s position. A
job description for this position will be available by the
end of January.

® The nominating committee needs to find candidates
for the audit, endowment, and nominating committees as
well as representative for the Synod Assembly. Several
names were suggested and the parties will be contacted.
See page 1.

® Pr. Aurand will be on vacation between Christmas

and New Year’s. Pr. Baumgartner will preach on Dec.
28.

® Training of members on the people power schedule
will take place in late January.

» Gail suggested that the church be closed and staff be
granted holiday time for Dec. 26 and Jan. 2.

= A replacement for Rich Legnani for the above two
days will be secured.
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Through Christ our Lord.

A prayer for entering the new year

We know, O Lord, that our times arein your hands. While we live on Earth,
enable usto please you in al things. Especially now, aswe enter anew year, we
pray for strengthened spirits that we may praise you properly by our thoughts,

Amen.




COUNCIL:

= The result of the vote at the special congregational
meeting on December 14 was discussed. To date the
following have agreed to work on a team to deal with
the physical plant problems and the means to pay for
them: Craig DiAngelo, Dave Walentukonis, Bruce
Fletcher, Pat Brown, Tameka Kelly, Eric Nilsson, and
Brad Bradford. It is hoped that they will be able to
meet soon after the holidays and begin to prioritize
exactly what needs to be done. Wendy Whicher has
offered to work over the next few years to help secure
funds and do anything else that would be helpful to
the team. Tom mentioned that John Galvin, the ap-
praiser, was willing to sit down with the team and had
some good ideas for them. In the past we have
avoided bringing our problems out to the community
but the present thought is that we need to be creative
to bring money into the church. Leslie noted that
several people had approached her and offered to vol-
unteer. The general feeling is that we need to act on
this opportunity and that we need a central place to
refer all volunteers. Gail noted that the 2005 resolu-
tion will need to be revisited in order to spend large
sums of money for repairs.

« |t was noted that 40% voted not to stay in our current
facility and that would most likely result in the loss of
a significant number of members.

« David Carlson is currently working on getting a sec-
ond opinion on the towers.

# It has been decided that we need to hire a youth
worker to begin in March. This person will assist our
current youth director and replace Peter Harrits when
he leaves in early July. The Youth and Family Com-
mittee is working on a job description which should
be available in January.

* The nominating committee has secured candidates for
the audit committee and the Synod Assembly as well
as three candidates for the nominating committee.
We still need to find one more lay member to serve
on the nominating committee and one member for the
endowment committee. Tom will write an article for
the Temple Chimes with a request for parishioners to
STEP UP and serve on our many committees. See
page 1.

+ Three members of the church council have resigned,
namely, David Keating, Sue Sonstrom, and Bill Son-
strom. An effort will be made to secure new mem-
bers by the annual meeting.

s A stewardship campaign was discussed and we ques-
tioned whether we really need to have a team of 12 to
work with a synod representative. Perhaps we can do
this with a smaller team. Craig Diangelo said he
would be willing to work with Alan Robertson if the
latter agreed to serve on the committee. We really
need to know the special talents and gifts of our

members and capitalize on them.

Pr. Aurand read a letter from Eleanor Nygren stating
that she was stepping down from overseeing the Altar
Guild. Eleanor will receive a thank you note for her
dedication to the Altar Guild for the past fifty years.
It was also noted that we need new blood on many of
our committees and that we need to recognize that
new people might not do things perfectly. We need
to focus on the positives and avoid criticism.

The concept of one (1) church service was discussed
and will be revisited in late January.

Pr. Baumgartner continues to meet with those experi-
encing the loss of loved ones and Gail Jorden is hop-
ing to expand her prayer group.

The November council retreat received a favorable
response and the council has requested an additional
retreat in 2009, possibly one that would be overnight.
Pr. Aurand reported on the current liability coverage
for our directors and council members. It is
$1,000,000 and she will check into the cost for an
increase to $2,000,000. She will also speak to Alan
Robertson about an indemnification clause for our
constitution.

We have recently received a notarized letter giving
FLCR the right to 4 cemetery plots at Fairview
Cemetery. Craig felt that we needed to have the
deeds turned over to FLCR and he will check with the
cemetery to determine what needs to be done.

The council unanimously passed a motion to grant all
staff a paid holiday on December 26, 2008 and Janu-
ary 2, 2009. Supervision for NA on those two dates
will be arranged.

Difficulty with the lift. An effort will be made to
properly heat the hallway.

The council discussed camperships and scholarships
and referred this to the executive board to set some
parameters.

The annual meeting date is set for January 25, 2009 at
10 a.m. immediately following one service at 9 a.m.
Norma Wallace will be the hostess for the next coun-
cil meeting on January 19.

ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE HELD
ON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2009
AT
10 A.M.

THERE WILL BE ONE SERVICE AT
9AM,
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YOUTH & FAMILY/LIFELONG LEARNING:

Sunday School:
s The pageant held on December 21% .

s The Drop & Shop held on December 13"

® In March, Calumet will be hosting a Sunday school
retreat for 3"-6" graders.

Youth:

s Reviews from “Youth Sunday” were “awesome.”
Many people enjoyed it, including the youth. The malaria
project has been extremely successful. A total of $1,920
was raised!

« The mission trip is scheduled for June 27" — July 4™
and have 10 youth scheduled to go.

s The youth schedule for the spring was discussed. De-
cember 21% was the youth Christmas party.

= The new youth director job description was approved.
The committee would like to be involved in the hiring
process and it was decided that it would be moved to be-
gin in January, before the second semester begins for col-
lege students.

Pasta Suppers:

® There were no volunteers for “Pasta Chief.” We
would like to open the position to anyone on the other
committees.

N Events:
“ = Movie Night was very successful.
“ There were a total of 24 people who at-
“ tended; young and old.
Part 2 to be announced.

OUTREACH:

s« Door Hangers: Tentative plans were made for having
them ready to distribute on Dec. 13th. (It was later
decided not to conduct this activity).

s Christmas Eve Pasta Supper: Christmas cards have
been purchased. Candy canes attached to the cards.

* Web Site Roll Out: The new web site was shown to
congregation members at both services and anew
idea was presented for the site.

s Alternative Worship Service: Several committee
members met with Susan and David Anderson who
were involved in an aternative service at their
church. Susan and David shared their experience
with us and foll owed-up with several written docu-
ments. Next step isafocus group of Gen Xers. The
focus group is planned for Jan. 18th at 5:00 in the
upstairs lounge and library with supper and discus-
sion. The committee will meet Jan. 4th between ser-
vicesto finalize arrangements and invitations. Bruce
prepared an insert for the invitation that describes
what we hope to accomplish with the focus group.

= Willow Creek Video: We viewed the next segment
of the video. The message this time centered on how
and what (and what not) to do and say when talking
to unchurched people about faith.

Reach out

PROPERTY:

= Both the gas and oil boilers are having problems,
leaks from bad gaskets. We need both boilers to be
operational for when the temperature dips below ten
degrees. We received a bid of $4500 to replace gas-
kets in both boilers from Eastern Boiler Repair, Inc.
Property committee unanimously approved awarding
the job to Eastern Boiler.

= Weather stripping needs to be done on doors leading
into Fellowship Hall, and the main doors to the sanc-
tuary, Jeff will perform the work.

= Discussed raising the rent on the Youth Center. De-
cided not to make any changes at this point.

MEMBERSHIP:
# Decorated church for Christmas and provided lunch.

+ Dorothy Turnrose had approached Nancy for the
names of all those who helped with the waffle brunch
so she could thank them. She will retrieve the names
for her.

From the office (Lori)-Reminders:
+ Deadline for February 2009 Temple Chimes is
Jan. 14.

Remember you Temple Chimes donation.
Committee Chairs: Please have your articles for
Annual Report in to me by Jan. 5, 2009.




MISSION AND SERVICE:

The Giving Tree: Handled again by Jill Dueben and
benefited the Friendship Center. Thanks to our generous
church family.

The Bargain: Energy saving compact fluorescent bulbs
sold on December 14™ and 21,

Christian Iraqi Families: They are arriving in New Ha-
ven, but are currently being resettled there or are flying
on to the San Diego area. A Chaldean family may soon
come to New Britain where FLCR will help out along
with other New Britain churches.

New Osgood Food Pantry: This pantry is being set up
now. On December 20, a team of FLCR painters rolled
walls and painted trim. The Food Pantry, which will be
open 12 hours a week, will have its grand opening on
January 5, 2009. Pastor Aurand has been a leader in the
New Britain Food Security Collaborative effort...well
done!

A Green Ministry Program: A Green Ministry Pro-
gram will be held at Camp Calumet from February 21 to
23, 2009 and you are invited. Details to follow.

The next meeting will be on January 27 at 7 p.m. Volun-
teers are expected. Please join us! We get things done
and have fun.

HAVE A YOUNGSTER ATTENDING COLLEGE
NEXT YEAR? FAMILIAR WITH COLLEGE
GOAL SUNDAY?

College Goal Sunday helps families navigate the
process of applying for financial aid (completing the
FAFSA for example) for college bound students.
Sessions will be held across the state on January 25,
2009. The one closest to New Britain is at Saint
Joseph College from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
staff of Saint Joseph College Student Financial Ser-
vices Center will assist students and their families in
completing their 2009-2010 Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). In addition to receiv-
ing assistance in filling out the FAFSA, participants
will receive general information regarding state and
federal financial aid programs.

Students should pre-register for the free event at:
www.collegegoalsundayct.org.

Prayer List
January, 2009

This list is current as of the

publication deadline. Please write names
on the welcome cards or yellow cards in the pews or call them in
to the office.

Note: Named in parentheses are those who submitted
the names they follow.

Healing

Lucille Attenello

Tom Brookman (Anna John
Karen & Rita Keenen (Pa
Sarah Kintner (friend of Karl Nilsson from LSM)

Dean & Wayne Lord (Pat

Mrs. Prosen and her son John caring for her
Adel e Rinas (Jim Rinas’
Donnalee Santana

Grieving families of:

Judith Ol son (Nancy Mic
Lorraine Jaksina (Brad
Lorraine Wodecki

son’
1 Br

Brov

mo t

hal s
Jaks

Attention

New Britain
Homeowners
NEED A HELPING HAND?

Do you have home repairs, maintenance or yard work
that desperately needs to be done, but you just can’t find
away? Perhaps Rebuilding Together New Britain can
help.

Rebuilding Together is the nation’s largest volunteer-
based provider of home repair services. Their goal is to
assist local, low-income homeowners with necessary
home repairs that they are unable to take care of on their
own, due to physical and/or financial limitations. These
repairs are done by community volunteers, free of
charge to selected homeowners. Typical work range
from yard work, carpentry, painting, electrical and
plumbing jobs.

Rebuilding Together is currently taking applications
from low income, New Britain homeowners for April
2009, Rebuilding Day event. Applications may be ob-
tained by calling Rebuilding Together New Britain 860-
832-4389 or on FLCR table in Fellowship Hall. To
learn more or involvement please contact Kathi Brum-
mett or Carolyn Jasper at 860-832-4389.



http://www.collegegoalsundayct.org

Happy (?) New Year

he prospect for a happy new year in 2009

seems a bit unlikely at this point. There are
too many remnants of the last several months of
‘08 dragging into January along with the left over
Christmas tree needles and wisps of tinsel wedged
into carpets and corners.

We are besieged on all fronts, or so it seems.
Our faith in our government and those elected to
government posts (by all of us) is shaken at all
levels, from local to state to federal.

On the local level, there are lesser issues such as
favoritism, bribery, and personal indiscretions:
things that have become so prevalent that we sim-
ply skim over them when reading the local papers.

At the state level of governing, shortfalls in
revenue and issues of serious crime, poverty, and
health care defy our leaders’ ambitious solutions.
And, let’s face it, there are many inadequate
elected officials in high state offices. The exam-
ple of Governor Expletive of Illinois seems the
worst of it. As far as we know.

When will we learn to vote for candidates with
integrity and character? To discount cronyism,
glib campaigning, and undeliverable promises?

On the national level, there is hope that a new
presidency can offer a fresh start, but again, bag-
gage from the past comes with the new term, and
it must be dealt with by leaders with too many per-
sonal agendas.

Equally, maybe more important on our list of
troubles, is the economy. With memories of the
Dow at 14,000 fast fading, and our investments
faring poorly, we feel less secure. No one seems
to know how to revive a stalled economy, and
pouring more cash (as if we had any more) into
faulty, cash gulping ventures doesn’t help us to
sleep better at night. Layoffs multiply, workers
are fearful they will join the burgeoning number of
unemployed, and too many are hungry, cold, and
frightened about tomorrow and the next day. We
are not a hopeful people in terms of financial well-
being, but we do try to help those in worse shape
than we are because we strive to act like the Chris-
tians we profess to be.

Which leads to a far more selective, personal
concern. We as a congregation have voted (69 to
48) to stay in our church home at 77 Franklin
Square. That places us in a very challenging posi-
tion. The sagging economy only worsens that po-
sition. Both the NE Synod and our own Church

Council have shown realistic figures that clearly
reveal that our financial future is bleak, our in-
come and attendance are down, and it is likely that
we will run out of money in just a few years as
many improvements to the building must be com-
pleted. These leaders have faced the financial
facts and consider themselves to be realists.

The majority who voted to stay in our present
location face difficulties as daunting as our gov-
ernment and economic leaders. Pastor Aurand has
asked that seven members step up to become the
“7 at 77 Franklin Square, assuming leadership
roles in an effort to defy the odds as stated by the
synod and council by finding a way to remain in
this beloved church home.

We can’t let months, or even weeks, slip by
without action as what money we do have will
continue to slip away.

No one knows how the 48 who voted not to stay
here will respond to the vote. Will some of them
leave? Will others reduce their financial contribu-
tions? Will they continue to fill their roles as ac-
tive members or move into the background? Only
time will tell.

Bottom line, those who voted to stay are respon-
sible for turning things around, with God’s help.

This will be a difficult but hopefully gratifying
year at FLCR. We can begin with prayer, but wis-
dom and action and solidarity, not divisiveness,
will be necessary.

Hopeful New Year to all of us.

fi Diane Wolf
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FLCR’s HAPPENINGS AND FYD’s

Music News Rehearsal & Performance Schedules

\ | January 4, 11, 18, 2008i Regular Worship Sched-
January, 2008 o ule: 2 Services, 8:00 & 10:00 A.M.

Christmas Thanks Adult Choir (8th grade to adult: we always welcome the

Many thanks to the choir, bell choir, and band for makingalot |0 ¢ Bou mi ous 6) . '
of very festive music at Christmas time. Wednesday Jan. 7, 7.00 PM. Rehearsal in Choir Room fol-

| hope you'’'ve e wmanalypatdolidy o u doweddy Goffeerand.. .gaihesing |
respite! Wednesdays Jan. 14, 21, 28: 7:00 PM. Rehearsal
Warm up Every Sunday at 9:30 A.M. in the Choir Room

Check out our own music on the redesigned FLCR website, | SIng Every Sunday at the 10:00 A.M. service

www. lstlutherannb.org. Algsgalagsfetdme Al instfifhehts fecdly f o
Lutheran Music Ministry. Opghearse Thursdaysat7 PM. except Jan. 1
Play every Sunday at the 10:00 A.M. service

o

Instrument of the Month for ‘]anuary: Bell Choir (all ages welcome)fi Cindy Pavano, Volunteer
The 3 Tenors W Director. Thank you for a great Advent and Christmas season!

(saxophones, that is) See you in March.

January 18 will be a Sunday of joyful sounds. Sunday School Choir (through grade 7)i Leslie Marchesi-

Professionals Ken McKinnon and Frank Hughes, Volunteer Director of Christian Educationii

Lombardo, both with long-standing musical ties to First, join | Rehearse at 9:00 A.M. in the Choir Room off Fellowship

our own Tom Abucewicz for some piquant harmonies and | Hall and sing at 10:00 A.M. Worship.

infectious rhythms. Please note: Because of the one 9:00 A.M. service on Jan..
; 25, the day of the Annual Meeting, we will send out the

Sunday School Choir schedule in January.

Peace in Christ,

Bill Hively, Minister of Music
(860) 224-2475, ext. 14;
bhively@Istlutherannb.org

We Want Your Photo on our Newly Designed
Web Site

i Here’s an idea for a new web site feature borrowed from AAA’s

! monthly magazine. Each month, AAA publishes photos of mem-
bers who have traveled to places around the globe. The photos
show a person or persons holding a copy of the magazine. In fact,
FLCR member Sue Sonstrom was shown in one of the AAA maga-
zines. Robert and Gail Buchholz recently traveled to Virginia and
had a photo taken of them holding the Temple Chimes instead of
the AAA magazine. They have submitted it to our web site. You
can too. Just send a photo of a member or members of our congre-

Where’s the Temple Chimes? i : . 9
Gail and Robert Buchholz and the Temple  gation holding a copy of the Temple Chimes and a sentence indicat-

Chimes in Virginia ing who’s in the photo and where it was taken and email to 1stlu-
therannb@gmail.com. You don’t need to go far to find a photo op-

portunity. For instance, if you’re visiting a shut-in member of our church, how about taking along a camera
and copy of the Temple Chimes and shooting a photo of the person you’re visiting. With all the creative peo-

ple at FLCR this should be a fun and interesting feature.

OFi


mailto:1stlutherannb@gmail.com
mailto:1stlutherannb@gmail.com

51 I ang pue Jep)-pEg (SIapeal) SHsSgoy m_mm..rx:m
i e 1 & __m_ = Eamcﬂmqﬁmﬁ Enuﬂﬂm_
TIWSINZER] [PMSED 3 AEIEA A [EMSED) 3
SiaAG ] 15530 3 S ]
Apuepag g 15530y 3 4 A3EN
LEERNT LEETRT) =T IEEE] E_ PEyUEST
¥ wea) £ wea) T Wwea| reez) T
S3|Eg "D/MEmLE H P LU "g) SMAUIER TIUEME 'H SIRALY TApuRpag g uspor 5| Diageay Wiegmay | weq)
INSTELN W LITSET) " BpREL T e PumiEd g ZoMEINGY "L AU 3 weg| 62 =N
UoS[EN OEIERER W | Lea] SEURY T Apuepiag "SisRn M| MO oy MEUeH ESSljAy|  BuRd UOUIEWDT|  SIRARY 1SSy ageZg | we Q) |
_ UoSIW0S T Zoyyong M LosEN Y Zoygang M Zoyyong U] 3 weg| Iz En|
UoS[EN OETEREM W FATT SUR00H ZOWEPUNZEN EMAUIEW Fasar WD SF T weg 4| saubnpy enespug 0| wEQL |
uosEn Y| Zowsongy t| Zoypng o g M| ZoImEongy L UoSUET) UM T wegl gl el
YSEM, BUESIH 5 P EIIOESH] "5 SILCHTUEIER UED § ALCUY| NS HU0SAUDS 3 EBEOEsig G| S0EEp NUDsRuDS W[ wreq) |
INSTELTIN W LIDSPED) "M ugspED Sy F ARg [CET=NT] ZHMEINGY " LU 3 weg| gEn|
sioqn(] "DEWsYE g Eﬂqsﬂﬁ_maﬁ.ﬂa

=T UDSHED M UDSpED SNy § AeE wBgqEng I UBQEnQ WJOrALN 3| wWEg| b uer
TR0y OMIDRSUOS 5 =T BIoESg 5 ToWSDNZEp S/S0qn] | | UGSPIRE(] SyUOSED) | =g N el oesH 5| WeEQ]
UosEN | Zoweongy 1 UOSEN | Zoweangy L UDSUED MAUT 3| WER| ¥ ouer
PING Ty s2ysn| 155y diysIop sajooy SRjEaIg Sipeay J55¢ UDILNALILICT

600z "1ely - "uef
ainpayas 1amod aydoad



‘U@ .”—.H H—.—-uﬁq H::@ Mote: On January 25 we will have one service at

9 am followed bry the Anmuial Meeting at 10 am.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Happy New Year
OFFICE CLOSED | OFFICE CLOSED
(CInse HirE=d
4 5 f 7 g 9 10
8 am Worship OFFERING COUNTERE | 5:30 pm Executive 7 sam Breakfast Bible | 10 am Bible Study 2:30 am Altar Guild
¢ am Church School | 10am Swaff Meeting | 7.30 pm Comumittess | 12 pm NA Genesis 7 pm Band Reh 12pm WA Genesis
10 am Wiorship 12 pm NA Genesis & pm Pasta Supper
5 pm Confirmation T pm Clvoar Feeh
6 pm Youth Group 7 pm Bible Study
11 12 13 14 15 15 17
8 am Worship CFFERING COUNTERS | 11:30 am Friendship | CHIMES DEADLINE | 10 am Bible Study 9:30 am Altar Guild
0 am Church School | 930 ABC Quilters Center Mtz | 12 pm WA Genesis 7 pm Band Reh. 12pm  MA Genesis
10 am Worship 10 am Seaff Meeting 6 pm Pasta Supper
5 pm Confirmaten | 12 Pm NA Genesis 7 pm Chair Beh.
6 pm Youth Group 7pm Eible Smdy
15 19 0 21 2 23 24
& am Worship CFFERING COUNTERS 7 am Breakfast Bible | 10 am Eikle Smdy 230 am Altar Guild
0 am Church School | 10 am Seaff Meeting 12 pm MA Genesis 7 pm Band Reh. 12pm MA Genesis
10 am Worship 12 pm MNA Genesis 6 pm Pasta Supper
12 pm Yith Laser Tag | I Pm MLE Svee 7 pm Choir Reh.
5 pm Wo Confirm. 7pm Council 7 pm Eible Study
25 26 7 =) 28 o 30 31
9 am Worship OFFERING COUNTERS | 9:30 am CHIMES | 12 pm A Genesis 10 am Bible Study 230 am Altar Guild
9 am Church School | 10 am Sraff Meeting MAILING | 6pm Pasta Supper 7 pm Band Reh. 12pm NA Genesis
10 am ANNUAL 12 pm WA Genesis | 3:3) pm Commumion | 7 pm Chair Reh.
MEETING 7pm  Mission 7pm Bible Study
5 pm Confirmation Task Mting
G pm Youth Groap
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SIGN-UP NOW FOR THE 2009 SUMMER SERVICE TRIP

OYout hwor ks é

All youth currently in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the adventure of a lifetime. From June 27-
July 4 we’ll travel to Pennsylvania and Ohio, serving those in need with “Youthworks,” and then cele-
brating a job well done with a day at Hershey Park in Hershey, PA.

Thanks to the Youth Activities Fund the total cost will be $130 per youth, with additional scholarship
support available for those who need it. Spaces are limited to 10 youth and 2 adults and are available
on a first come, first served basis. The last day to sign-up is Sunday, January 11.

Visit www.youthworks.com to learn more or talk to Peter.

LASER TAG & MORE - JAN 18, 12-5p™m

Take advantage of the long MLK weekend with an afternoon of Laser Tag and much, much more.
Keep your afternoon clear. We’ll kick things off with lunch at FLCR at noon and then head out and
about on a mysterious quest on which all are guaranteed to have a blast. We’ll be back by 5 pm. Cost
is $10 per youth for food and fun. Sign-up by noon on Friday, Jan 16"

COMING UP:

Jan 4. Confirmation/ Dinner/ Youth Group

Janll: Confirmation/ Dinner/ Youth Group. *Summer Trip Registration Due Today*
Jan 18: Laser Tag & More *No Confirmation Classes*

Jan 25: Confirmation/ Dinner/ Youth Group

Normal Font: Regular Schedule [Confirmation 5-6pm, Dinner & Youth Group 6-7:30]
Bold Font: Special Event, check for more information

YOUTH GROUP SUPPORT NEEDED

ALL MEMBERS OF FLCR, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITHOUT
YOUTH, are encouraged to support the mission of FLCR by
providing one of our evening meals. Exemplary youth minis-
try depends on intergenerational relationships being formed
and this is an easy way to begin to get to know our amazing
youth. All you need to do is sign-up for a night on the bulle-
tin board in Fellowship Hall, prepare and bring a light meal
for the group of 15, and chat with the youth while they eat.
We’ll even reimburse the majority of your costs, it is a total
breeze!

Questions? Contact Peter or Pastor Aurand.

The Youth Need your
support.


http://www.youthworks.com/
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Congratulations, Thank Yous, and RemembeRances

Each month in the Temple Chimes, we would like to thank, congratulate and remember those in our parish. Have you seen some-
one do a special deed around the church that you would like to thank? Is there a special anniversary/birthday coming up? Call
Lori in the church office 224-2475 if you would like to add a few lines.

Dear friends of FLCR, | thank you, so very much, for all your prayers lately and now for the beautiful bou-
quet of flowers. It was nice to see them as soon as | got home from the hospital. It is so good to be remem-
bered by you. Jim keeps them watered and they are lasting for weeks.

—Adele Rinas

Dear Membership Committee, This is a late thank you
for the bag of treats you sent for Halloween. They were
well appreciated.

—Ellen Roberts

Dear Pr. Aurand, just wanted to thank you for welcom-
ing us and allowing us to come along side you as you
serve. Watching you and your team work was a true ex-
ample of the love of Jesus for us and for all the folks en-
tering that evening! You blessed us!
May the Lord bless each of you deeply with the desires
of your heart! We look forward to coming again.
—Wellspring Church

Just a note of thanks for the beautiful poinsettia Tom
brought me and the cookies. Also for all the well wishes
and cards that were sent. It really made a difference in
my getting well. Your thoughtfulness is very much
appreciated.

—Sandy Abucewicz

Thank you for remembering my mother, Eleanor Shaw,
with altar flowers. They certainly added a festive touch to
her bedside stand. She may not react much, but | know
she appreciates them.

—Carolyn Reed

Thank you so much for the donation of baby quilts.
These quilts will be distributed to families in need. 1 am
sure they will be appreciated and we thank the First Lu-
theran Church for thinking of us.

We appreciate donations such as yours as they enable us
to assist our community. This would be much more diffi-
cult without thoughtful donors like you.

—Rebecca Johnson, Branch Manager
American Red Cross

A Resolution for the New Year

Let us resolve: First to attain the grace of
silence; Second to deem all fault-finding that
does no good a sin...Third to practice the

grace and virtue of praise.

—Harriet Beecher Stowe

Pastoral Acts

AttheGrave: Al nt o your
merciful Savior, we commend your

by

servant. o

| Lorraine (Suess) Jaksina on December 9, 2008.

fiBaptized in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit

! Jessy Matthews on November 30, 2008

First Communion

On November 30, 2008 we welcomed to the Lord’s
table:

! Cari Walentukonis
: Jessy Matthews

o
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First Lutheran Church of the Reformation
77 Franklin Square + New Britain, CT 06051 + Phone: (860) 224-2475 + Fax: (860) 827-9848

www.1stlutherannb.org

Welcome Statement: We warmly welcome people of any race, nationality, sexual orientation, age, ability, possessions, or
education. A community of believers, we are empowered by faith in Jesus Christ to make the Gospel open to all and visible to]
all whose lives we touch.d Adopted June 28, 2003

First Lutheran Staff Sunday Worship Service
Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand, Senior Pastor Services are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.,,
Rev. Willard Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor both with Holy Communion
Peter Harrits, Youth Director i _
William Hively, Minister of Music L5t and 3rd Wed %;Ud('fs RestaLrant 7
Richard Legnani, Sexton st and 3rd Wednesday at Paradise Restaurant 7 a.m.
. . and every Wednesday at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 10 a.m. at
Loriann Wallace, Secretary FLCR




