
                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 Volume I , No. 1                         FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION               January  2010 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The New Decade  
 

W ith magazines and newspapers  
carrying stories of the ñthe athlete of the decadeò 
and the ñrock star of the decade,ò perhaps it is 
useful to think of 10 year increments in the life of 
our congregation. The decade of the nineties is 
thought of with fond memories of the pastorate of 
Rev. Bill Moldwin. Rev. Moldwin   remained in 
New Britain with wife Sally from 1988-1998,  
creating many friendships which are still intact 
today, as I re-discovered upon my visit to his  
retirement home on Lake Huron last summer.  
(He invites you to a stay with him and enjoy the 
view there.) The first decade of the new millen-
nium has had more transition in the life of the 
congregation, with Rev. Christian B. Scharen 
pastoring from 2001-2004 and Pastor Aurand  
arriving in 2005.  Please join us later this month 
for the ñunveilingò of Pastor Scharenôs portrait 
which will join FLCRôs other senior pastor  
portraits. (Special thanks to Beverly Harris who 
carefully matted and framed Pastor Scharenôs 
picture.) 
 

The decade also saw the development of        
unexpected major structural problems with the 
towers, initiating an intense study of whether the 
congregation ought to remain in its present      
location or move elsewhere. A vote to remain 
and redouble efforts in ministry from 77 Franklin 
Square came last December. The run up to this 
new decade in the year 2009 has seemingly  

found the congregation in good spirits, with a  
growing church school, a stable and vigorous  
youth group and , though itôs too early to see the 
exact statistics, a pretty good year for attendance 
following last yearôs 60-40 vote. We hope that the 
momentum will continue to build and that there 
will be congregational vitality producing vibrant 
urban ministry throughout the new decade. 
 

We look forward, along with the City of New    
Britain, to that new decade and the plan for      
development (currently spearheaded by the 
Ar°te Development Group) that would potentially 
bring new residences to the downtown. In the 
long term, there may be a possible rail link-up, as 
well, in New Britain to New York commuter lines. 
But while such plans for the future may prove  
ephemeral, there is one watershed date for      
Lutherans that will definitely mark the coming 
decade. 2017 will be, namely, the 500

th
            

anniversary of the Reformation, dated from     
Martin Lutherôs 1517 posting of his 95 theses on 
the door of the  Wittenberg, Germany cathedral. 
That date will underscore the lesson of those 
years which is also the lesson of these years: 
that the church needs to be ñreformed and al-
ways  reforming (semper reformanda.)ò 
  

I would add, too, that the agent of reform is the 
Holy Spirit.  Our ministry in 2010 will not look like 
the ministry of 1990 and thanks be to God that 
the Holy Spirit leads us to preach the good news 
of the gospel in ways relevant to our times.  Let 
us never fear to change as the Spirit would have 
us, that we can deliver age-old truths in a new 
way to the generations who will live in 2010, 
2030 and 2050. May God bless the coming year 
in our congregational life and the first year of the 
new decade. 

~Pastor Elisabeth Aurand  

Snowed in on a Sunday? 

Didnôt get your street plowed out until the afternoon? 

Happy to sleep in?   

Feeling guilty about missing church? 
 

6:30P.M. WORSHIP IS HERE FOR YOU J 
MAKE IT YOUR SNOW DAY ALTERNATIVE    
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Peace to you in the season of Christmas!   

Soon the New Year will be upon usðjust as we 

celebrated the start of a new liturgical year with the 

beginning of Advent.   

 

I am not going to write about resolutions or what we 

can do to ñshape upò our lives.  Rather I would like to 

ask us all to move our thinking in a different direction.  

Instead of thinking retrospectively and critically about 

the past year, Iôd like us to start imagining (with 

wonder) what we MIGHT accomplish in this new 

year!   

 

Iôve had several conversations these 

past few weeks that have each 

brought up the amazing potential 

this congregation has...  How we are 

in such a good place to do so many 

different things.  To quote Pastor 

Baumgartner (I hope you donôt mind 

Will) who recently said, ñThe 

possibilities for this congregation 

are endless.ò   

 

Endless possibilities.  I agree!  We 

are poised at the brink of a new era 

in the life of this congregation.  You 

have all spent many years enmeshed 

in the task of deciding what 

direction you would like FLCR to 

take and what kind of church you 

want to be.  This is difficult and sometimes pain-

staking work, but you have accomplished much of 

what has needed to be done and it is time to move on 

to the next stage.   

 

The church Council and 7 for 77 have come up with 

wonderful visions for our congregation.  And we 

EACH have different hopes and dreams for how we 

would like to live out our Christian ministry.  Some 

may focus on fellowship, some on mission, some on 

the youth, our building, our efforts at stewardship, or 

our outreach into the community.   

 

 

Putting these visions into action, well, THIS is the fun  

part!  The opportunity to live out, together, our love 

for Christ and our faith in Godôs saving grace.  And 

we can do this in so very many ways!   

    
We already have some exciting programs here at 

FLCR.  Among my favorites are Pasta Supper, the 

Caring Network, the community garden, the FLCR 

youth group, our church school and our music 

programming!  We are already ahead of the game as 

far as what it means to be a growing and thriving 

urban church that responds to the needs of the 

community.   

 

And we have SO MUCH strength 

and experience to build from.  I 

believe we are just starting to 

realize this fact!  A good example 

of this dynamic is our new historic 

designation which affirms and 

confirms our place and presence in 

the New Britain community.   

 

So my fervent  prayer for this 

congregation during this Christmas 

season and for the New Year is 

that we may be blessed with 

continued excitement, clear and far

-reaching visions, active and wild 

imaginations, renewed and new 

energy for our work togetherðand 

for the absolute certainty of 

Christôs presence among us and 

through the actions of our ministry together.   

 

I pray that we recognize and embrace our new year of 

endless possibilities! 

 

  Peace, 

 

Dr. Jennifer Kilps 

Director of Congregational Life 

 òENDLESS POSSIBILITIESó... 
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Church Council Meeting 

 November 16, 2009 
 

The Church Council met on the above date at 7:00pm at 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation. Present were: 

Pastor Aurand, Alan Robertson, Jen Kilps, Eric Nilsson, 

Nancy Gentry, Tom Abucewicz, Robert Anderson, Sarah 

Zalewski, Bruce Fletcher, Mickey Michalski, and Pat 

Brown. 
 

Pastor Aurand had an interesting devotion that asked the 

question?  ñIs there football in Heaven.ò  The consensus 

was yes, but no one gets hurts. 
 

The agenda was adopted, and after corrections, the minutes 

for October were accepted. We corrected a notion that the 

property committee were to assume responsibility for the 

signage. Tomôs recollection is that he was to research the 

situation and report to the council at next meeting. We re-

ferred the installation of the signage, property and outreach 

will meet together when property meets to  decide on the 

proper direction. 
 

Jen Kilps, Director of Congregational Life reported that the 

events she led have been successful, the pot luck supper 

was a very well received event and that the pasta suppers 

and other events have created a lot of interest in our church 

for new persons and existing members. She feels that we 

will be here at First Lutheran on 77 Franklin Square for a 

very long time and hopes we all express this to others in 

our congregation. She is planning along with Leslie 

Marchesi Hughes and Alyssa Hughes a Tuesday nite ad-

vent soup and service event so that members and all who 

wish to come can focus on preparing for our Christmas 

season. 
 

Pastor Aurand reported that our giving should be given to 

God in faith. She will be away the first weekend after 

Thanksgiving and Jen Kilps will preach at the morning ser-

vice and Bre Johnson will preach at the evening service. 

Pastor Baumgartner will assist as pastor at the morning 

service. 
 

New Business: Our new office administrator is in place and 

she is working out very well. 

Our new 10 hour housekeeping staff person is also doing a 

fine job. 
 

1.Motion to amend the personal policy vacation schedule 

to an accrual basis. Carried. We will depend on Pastor Au-

rand to administer the policy. Also a motion that a staff 

person must be employed for a year in order to qualify for 

a raise, (other than that specified in the terms of employ-

ment.) Carried 
 

2.We are pleased to announce that we have been approved 

for the Historic Designation. We plan several celebrations 

in that vein. A motion was made that Wendy Whicher 

should be the point person who will be notifying the media 

of our designation. Carried. 
 

3.Audit progress: The audit committee consisting of  Fred 

Newberg, Bruce Fletcher and Pat Brown will be following 

the audit progress. 
 

4.7 for 77 Reports that Joe Porcaroôs company is working 

with Cintec and performed core sampling tests on the 

South and North towers for the anchoring process. Bids 

will go out in January and we hope the work will start in 

March of 2010. 
 

5.It was recommended to increase the hours of our Youth  

Director, she is very well liked by the youth and is doing a 

superb job. 
 

6.Report on the Security of the building- the cost will be 

$1380.00 for the alarm system, referred to property. 
 

7.Approval of our baptismal candidates, Alexus, Hannah 

and C.J. Farr. 
 

8.A tutoring company will be using our facilities at First 

Lutheran Church. 
 

2. 
 

9.The abatement study form, Eagle Environmental, will 

cost $4890.00, our share of this study will be one in half of 

that amount. A motion to approve the abatement funds was 

made and carried. 

    

Other Committee Reports and Recommendations 
 

Outreach committee reports that at the door hanging event  

6 people distributed 620 door hangers in the area. 

The come as you are service continues to attract new peo-

ple. 

A new brochure is available and will be placed in the Nar-

thex for visitors. 

The upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas events will be 

advertised with postcards which the committee will stamp 

and address at our next meeting. 
 

Membership has prepared care packages for our youth at 

college. 
 

Youth and Family has been extremely busy with events for 

the youth such as  the Lake Compounce event, the clean up 

and lock in project, and the Youth Sunday/Christmas Pag-

eant. 

We have many more children in Sunday school this year, 

and the time change to 10:15 am is working out very well. 
 

Len Carlson was kind enough to visit us from finance and 

gave us projections that are useful for us to consider. He 

stated that if we did consider selling the Youth Center to 

either El Shaddai or Carlsonôs Funeral home that the funds 

from the sale would not make much difference to our over-

all financial situation. 
 

Our next meeting will be on December 21st, at Pastor Au-

randôs home. 
 

We closed with the benediction. 
 

Respectfully submitted,    Pat Brown 
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7 for 77 Special  Meeting 

November 22, 2009  
 

7 for 77 meet on the above date to discuss the pros and 

cons of the sale of the Youth Center. 

Present were Alan Robertson, Bruce Fletcher, Tameka Kel-

ley, Eric Nilsson, Jen Kilps, Mickey and Nancy Michalski, 

Beth Allen, Pastor Aurand and Pat Brown. 

 

Discussion over the pros and cons of keeping or selling the 

youth center revealed that  7 for 77 feels that  for the time 

being, we should  wait to see what develops.  The economy 

is not good. We may be able to keep and use the Youth 

Center for the future.  We get along with our neighbors, 

Carlson Funeral home and El Shaddai. We would lose 

parking spaces if we had to sell the Center.  And we and 

our neighbors are satisfied with the status quo as of this 

time. We will recommend to the council that we not sell 

the Youth Center at this time. 

 

Due to the good news that First Lutheran Church of the 

Reformation is approved for Historic Designation, it was 

proposed that Alan Robertson, Eric Nilsson, and Bruce 

Fletcher be the review board for press releases, and Nancy 

Michalski will assist. 

 

The lack of security in the building was addressed, and Pat 

Brown raised the question of cameras being installed so 

that the office persons could see who may be around the 

building. Children are often walking to and from the annex 

to fellowship hall and ,with a security system, anyone that 

should not be in the building could be observed from a cen-

tral location. They are not that costly.  Eric Nilsson will 

look into the possibility. 

 

Housekeeping was brought up and  it was thought that if 

we had a list to give to our custodial staff, it would help 

them do there job more consistently.  We will refer this to 

Property committee. 

 

Out next meeting will be on January 10, 2010 

 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown 
 

Outreach Committee 

November 22, 2009 
 

Present: Bruce Fletcher, Pastor Aurand, Donnalee Santana, 

Jen Kilps, Pat Brown, Cindy Schilling, Gail Buchholz 
 

Bread for the World Review:  Good turnout; folks liked the 

snacks with a global theme; 100+ letters were written/

signed for our legislators requesting their help to fight 

world hunger.  Pat will bring them to church Sunday, Nov. 

29th to be received with the offering. 
 

Visitorsô Parking Signs: The Property Committee has re-

quested that we meet with them to discuss how best to im-

plement this project. Gail and Jen will attend their Dec. 7th 

meeting. 
 

CCSU Outreach:  Father Kapriel from the Armenian 

Church has proposed an ecumenical approach to a Chris-

tian ministry at CCSU.  We have responded that we are 

interested and are waiting for more information/ direction. 

The committee discussed possible activities for CCSU stu-

dents and FLCR,  including  participating in Pasta Supper 

nights, helping with the Youth Group and Mission activi-

ties. 
 

Name Tags: We now have a good active membership list to 

use vs. the name tags in Fellowship Hall. Reviewing name 

tags for currency and upgrading tag holders with be a 2010 

priority for the committee. 
 

Blue Christmas Event:  Pastor shared an idea with us for 

hosting an event for people for whom a traditional cheery 

holiday is a difficult time.  We will hold our Blue Christ-

mas on Dec. 27th in conjunction with the 6:30 service.  Re-

freshments will be served from 5:30 to 6:15 with recorded 

music. At 6:15 special live music will be available in the 

Chapel.  
 

Jen reported that the Pot Luck was a big success with 12+ 

visitors in addition to congregation members participat-

ing.  She is considering a Fellowship Dinner on Christmas 

Eve at 6:30 following the 4:00 worship service.  Jen is also 

starting to think about the advent events that she will be 

heading up and plans for 2010. 
 

The Committee also began planning for 2010, discussing 

some of the activities we plan to conduct and the funds we 

will need to accomplish them.  In addition to Outreach ac-

tivities we want to increase the activities of our subcom-

mittee, the Mission and Service Task Force, and Advertis-

ing/Publicity for First.  Ideas include take-a-way bags for 

visitors, area cleanup with people wearing tee shirts that 

say First Lutheran on them,  two door hanger events. 
 

Meeting Time:  We will not meet in December.  We will 

move our meetings to the 2nd Sunday in each month at 4:30 

starting January 10th.  
 

 

Postcard Labeling and Stamping:  We completed our meet-

ing with preparing 734 postcards to be sent as a follow up 

to the neighborhood where we distributed the door hangers 

last month. Thanks to Robert Buchholz who obtained the 

names and addresses from the city, manipulated the data so 

we could print the labels, printed them and helped us with 

the labeling and stamping. Once the postcards were com-

pleted we all laid hands on them and prayed that the people 

who will receive them will consider finding their church 

home here with us at First. 
 

Submitted by, Gail Buchholz 
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Youth and Family Meeting 

November 29,2009 
 

Attendance:  Jen Kilps, Lisa Jaksina, Lisa Nilsson, 

Bre Johnson, Bill Hively, Alyssa Hughes, Leslie 

Hughes, Sara Zalewski, Andrew Soneson, Maryanne 

Farr, and Jessie Matthews. 

Absent: David Jones, Nancy Berlandy 
 

Youth Group: 

Welcome to those who are new in attendance: 

Maryanne Farr and Jessie Matthews.  Thank you 

Bill for attending to gather choral information for 

the Christmas pageant. 
 

Youth Group will attend ñLost and Foundò Con-

cert on Sunday, December 6, 2009. Youth will 

leave 1st at 2:30 pm for a 4 pm concert in Sims-

bury and return around 7 pm. Fee is $10. Chaper-

ones are Bre, Jen and/or Sarah / Tameka. 
 

The youth group had a successful work ñLock-Inò 

on November 14-15th.  The kids had a great time 

along with painting the downstairs bathroom and 

cleaning.  Thanks youth and our chaperones Greg 

Soneson and Bre Johnson. 
 

Jessica Sierra requests that information be emailed 

to her if Youth Group wishes to put blurbs in the 

Temple Chimes. Information is due by Wednes-

day. 
 

Parents are needed for Sunday evening Youth 

group dinners. Please sign up in fellowship hall on 

the FLY bulletin board. 
 

FLY will be holding their CHRISTMAS PARTY 

on December 20th at 6 pm. Please bring snacks, 

and a $5 and under white elephant gift to ex-

change.  A white elephant gift is something you no 

longer want that is in good shape and $5 or less. 
 

Jessie wished to invite all to the Lessons and Car-

ols production that will be taking place at First 

Church on December 20th at 4 pm. He will lead 

the procession. 
 

This meeting was primarily to discuss 1st           

Lutheranôs Christmas Youth Pageant coming up 

on December 20th. 
 

The next Youth and Family meeting will be  

January 10,2010 at 5 pm. Please plan on joining us. 

 

Respectfully, 

Lisa Jaksina 

Propert Meeting 

December 7, 2009 

 
Present: Pastor Aurand, Tom Abucewicz, Eric Nilsson, 

Karl Nilsson, Jeff Soneson, Brad Jaksina. 

Absent: Peter Olbrick. 

 

1. Sign discussion. (Some members of Outreach were be 

Present.) Decided on signing for the South Side park-

ing lot, adding 2 more handicap spaces on North Side, 

signs for Office, Fellowship Hall, both North & South 

parking lots, sign on Fellowship Hall for Handicapped 

entrance, and signing on South parking lot with ar-

rowed signs for parking. 

2. Lighting issues with 6:30 PM worship. The church is 

very dark in the ed. Unit entry hall off the north park-

ing lot and on the outside. People coming to 6:30 wor-

ship may find it off-putting. Can we turn up the lights? 

Eric will look at this.  

3. The Fellowship Hall floor is accumulating scratches. 

Rich says that before floor work is done, chairs need to 

be refurbished or new ones gotten. What can we do 

about the chairs causing scratch marks? Tom will look 

into it to find a solution. 

4. Is it possible to get the key switch back in  the central 

staircase that the lights canôt be turned off? It will be 

done by Eric Nilsson. 

5. Direct Energy has been sticking its feet in the door tell-

ing us CL & P has a rate of $0.127 a KW while they 

give $0.098 the first 2 months and $0.109 thereafter. 

Pastor Aurand told them we just did an energy conver-

sion however would bring it to the attention of the 

Property Committee. We are locked in for 2 years with 

our current system. 

6. Distributed and reviewed the MONITOR security sys-

tem contract. The holidays can be bad times for 

churches. Contract was approved for Security System. 

7. We have a couple problems with the South side entry-

way. One is the appearance of weeds growing over the 

sidewalk. Is it possible to ask for/buy a trimmer? The 

second is with the brickwork on either side of the door. 

Do we have the capability to fix this? Eric has agreed 

to take care of this matter. 

8. Pastor Aurand has sent Tom Abucewicz the new list of 

Richôs duties as broken down in day, week, month for-

mat. Opened for discussion and voted upon. 

9. Property Committee agreed to hang pastor portraits if 

need be. 

10. Could we schedule an extermination this winter in the 

educational unit? Tables are being checked and will 

approve the extermination. 

11. Jeff and Eric will meet with El Shaddi to look over 

repairs needed. 

  

Submitted by Tom Abucewicz 
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Altar Guild News!  
 

Please consider making memorial donations with a 

check for $25.00 payable to the Altar Guild. Indicate 

who is making the donation and who the flowers are 

in memory of. Envelopes are available on the table in 

the back of the church. 

We need large juice or soup cans to put floral 

arrangements in to deliver to the sick or shut 

ins. This would be like 48 ounce metal cans. 

Welcome to all who would like to join our group. 

Please speak to Greta Kobylarz, Diane Glaser, Ina 

Knapp, or Cindy Pavano. 

From the office ñ 
 

Deadline for the February 2010 Temple Chimes is 

January 14th.  
 

Please call the church if you go into the hospital, 

convalescent home, or if you need pastoral care. 

We want to ensure that you are well taken care of. 

 

Please communicate any changes, updates, or  

questions that you may have. If Iôve missed any-

thing, please let me know.  

Administrative Assistant 

Jessica Sierra 

(860) 224-2475 ext.10 

 

Attention all Committees! Your Annual 

Reports for 2009 are now due. Commit-

tee chairs are requested to have their 

annual reports in to office by Sunday 

January 10th 2010. 

Financial Secretary News 
 

Envelopes for your January/February contributions 

were mailed in mid-December.  If you did not receive 

them please let me know.  Also, please note that the 

second envelope in the package is for the Temple 

Chimes.  I encourage everyone who receives the  

Temple Chimes to contribute $10 for the cost of the 

publication and mailing. 
 

All contributions received after December 31, regard-

less of the date on the check, will be credited to 2010. 
 

Your year-end tax statements will be sent out in mid-

January.  This statement will identify all contributions 

for 2009 as well as the amount contributed for the 

pledge period of July 2009 through June 2010. 
 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions  

regarding your contributions. 
 

Gail Bates, Financial Secretary 

Swedish Ancestry 
 

Did you ever wonder about your ancestors in Sweden 

and how you might trace your family history?  On  

Saturday, Jan. 16, SARA (Swedish Ancestry Research 

Association)  will hold its regular monthly meeting in 

Fellowship Hall of FLCR.  All are welcome to attend 

the morning and afternoon sessions to learn how to 

get started in the USA and then how to research your  

family history in Sweden.  A flyer describing this 

event is posted in Fellowship Hall.  Please see Gail 

Bates for details. 

Finance Committee had to reschedule their meet-

ing due to snow day. 

Membership Committee did not meet in Nov. or 

Dec. 

Executive Committee did not meet in Dec. 

Mission & Task Force did not meet in Dec. 

BISHOPS UNDERSCORE IMPORTANCE OF 

THE ELCA  

 

Former ELCA Bishops Herbert Chilstrom and H. 

George Anderson have written an appeal for ELCA 

members to prayer for the unity of the church and its 

mission, and to contribute financial gifts to support 

the ELCA. The church and the nation have been sail-

ing through some ñrough waters,ò the former presid-

ing bishops have written, pointing to drops in income 

and growing unemployment.  They also noted that 

some members were disappointed with the decisions 

regarding human sexuality made at the 2009 Church-

wide assembly.  But Anderson and Chilstrom wrote 

that they believe those decisions ñwere the right deci-

sions.ò  (The assembly directed changeséwhich  

created the possibility for people in publicly account-

able, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relation-

ships to serve as clergy and professional lay work-

ers.) They bishops suggested giving to Vision for  

Mission, which supports the  mission of the ELCA.  
 

Taken from the ELCA News Service, edited by Pastor Aurand 
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Challenges for 2010  

No New Yearôs resolution for me this year! Itôs 

too self-defeating. No more fretting about the 
same old extra ten pounds. No more concern 
about chocolate cravingsï God wouldnôt have 
created chocolate truffles just to be coveted, not 
enjoyed, would he? 
 
However, there are still so many things in this 
tired world that people must resolve to correct. 
Therefore for 2010, I choose to make resolutions 
for other people to follow. Sounds like much 
more fun to focus on things ñtheyò should do, 
rather than what I should do. 
 
So here goes: 
 
 1. Mankind should focus on thinking 
ñgreenò and preserving our planet. Whether  
people believe in global warming or not, they 
need to protect what we have and stop waste. 
They need to faithfully recycle, buy ñgreen,ò plant 
trees, and clean up after themselves and others 
because itôs just the right thing to do. 
  

 2. People should think for themselves,  
and not be swayed by celebrities or politicians or 
marketers. Too often those people have a  
personal agenda which often does not address 
the greater good. Studying issuesï the facts 
rather than editorializingï is the job of every  
citizen. 
  

 3. They should acknowledge that the  
majority of people are very much the same  
beneath the surface. The packaging may be  
different because of race, nationality, physical 
characteristics, sexuality, education, income 
level, and environment, but once people get  
beyond these factors and interact on a personal 
level, they will find these similarities far  
outnumber the differences. 
  

 4. People need to realize that a person is 
not what he has, but who he is. Our society has 
largely forgotten that as we have become super 
accumulators. Material wealth has never been a 
real measure of a person. On the other hand, 
possessing wealth does not mean a person is 
less vulnerable or less sympathetic to pain and 
suffering. Itôs an even field. 

 5. They need to remember that secrets  
rarely remain secrets forever, and the conse-
quences of discovery have a way of popping up 
when least expected. Politicians and #1 golfers 
may get more publicity, but little people need to 
recognize how much they have at stake as well.
  

 6. People need to maintain a perspective 
about their place and time in society. This  
civilization is but a brief moment in time. We may 
be more advanced than those who came before 
us, but those who come after us may find us to 
have been relatively primitive. We were born and 
we will die, and while we are here it is our duty to 
do the very best that we can while embracing  
humility and resisting judging. 
 
As I review the above, I see it is so much easier 
to determine what others should do to make life 
on earth better for all, and although no one can 
deny the greater good that would come about, 
living up to the resolutions would be very difficult 
indeed. We are part of everyday life in Americaôs 
21st century, and too much gets in the way of 
such idealism. 
 
Good grief, we might as well try to follow the 10 
Commandments and these are only a half a 
dozen suggestions, not laws. 
 
A few people resolving and moderately  
succeeding is just a start, benefiting just the few. 
To change the world, we all have to shape up. 
Ultimately, however, we will all be judged  
individually for our lives and actions, so a serious 
effort to shape up is certainly worthwhile. 
 
I guess I never would have thought to write these 
resolutions for others if I hadnôt known, deep 
down, that I needed each one of them myself. 
 
Looks like Iôm stuck again! ñDo as I sayò doesnôt 
cut it; I have to hop on board, too. Oh, ten 
pounds and less chocolate would be sooo much 
easier. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

~Diane Wolf  
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Prayer List 

 

January 2009 

 
 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. Please 

write names on the welcome cards or yellow cards in 

the pews or call them in to the office. 

 

Note: Names in parentheses are those who submit-

ted the names they follow 

Jeffrey Merkle, Jack Thomson (Ina Knapp), 

Debbie Ninehuis (Nina Kretschmer), Nancy 

Williford (Nina Kretschmer), Karen (Pat 

Brown), Donald (Pat Brown), Maria P. (Pat 

Brown), Dan Kretschmer (Nina Kretschmer), 

Henry Marchesi (Leslie Marchesi), Kevin       

Clifford (Carmen Sierra), Grieving family of 

John Jastrzemski (Elsie Archaski), Cory       

Williams (Carmen Sierra), June oôLeary, Lola 

Tucker, Crystal & Shawn Dubois (Pat Brown), 

Juan Rodriguez (Carmen Sierra), Nilberto 

Navarro III (Carmen Sierra), Pauline Buinickas, 

Jay (Louis Sacco), Brittany Antune (Carolyn 

Magnuson), Carol Delvallie (Rich Legnani), 

Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord (Pat 

Brown), Penny Kinney (Pat Brown), Joe 

Pavano (Cindy Pavano), Rose Hule (Pat 

Brown), Rita & Keenen Black (Pat Brown), 

Audrey Brolin (Cindy Pavano), Wendy      

Soneson, Carolyn Magnuson, Bill Perley (David 

Keating) 

Pastoral  Acts  

    

                               Marriages  
 

Gail Jorden & John Prosen 

On November 21, 2009 

 

Carol Mastracchio & Alfred DePaolis 

On December 17, 2009           
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Our Mid -week Advent services were a great success!  We had a wonderful group of participants who 

stepped up to help with the dinner and to assist with worship.  Of the three Tuesday evenings, Leslie 

Marchesi-Hughes, Alyssa Hughes and myself each shared a message during the service.   The topic for 

the Tuesday night when Leslie ópreachedô was prayer.  She agreed to let me share he message with you.  

It is quite wonderful!  I hope you enjoy it as much as we did!  - Jen 

òDo not worry about anything but in everything 

by PRAYER and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be known to God. And the peace of 

God which surpasses all understanding will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.ó 

Philippians 

 

The words ñeverything by prayerò seems to resound as 

I read this glorious verse from Philippians.  There is a 

German word, ñfragenò used in the 1500ôs, that when 

translated into English means to ask or beseech. I 

mention this because in my studies of Martin Luther 

and the Augsburg Confession I have learned many 

explanations of prayer. Martin Luther himself said, ñ 

Prayers are not just simple conversations with God but 

thunderò The founder of the Jesuits, Ignatius of 

Loyola said ñEverything that one turns in the direction 

of God is prayer.ò So much to consider and 

contemplate. 

 

We learn to pray at a very early age. As a toddler at 

bedtime how many of us have recited the words ñnow 

I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to 

keepéò I pray my soul; even at that young age we 

innately know in our hearts that God is listening. We 

know this not by our own faith but through the grace 

of the Holy Spirit who comes to us and without whom 

we would be incapable of believing. 

 

Does God answer all prayers? Iôve asked this question 

during discussions and have gotten lots of different 

views. One interesting answer is ñyes, but in his timeò 

and another view ñ God answers all prayers with 3 

words, yes, no or waitò. I must add that these answers 

were not from learned theologians. 

 

When we pray do we always ask for something? What 

about prayers of thanksgiving, or praise. How about 

ñRejoice in the Lordò is that a prayer? We could go on 

and on. God has made a promise to us. Prayer is a sure  

and certain thing. In Godôs word we have an 

abundance of conversation with God.  Communication 

is interactive. Ever talk to someone when his or her 

cell loses service? It is frustrating, and usually the end 

of the conversation. Shouldnôt prayer be the same in a 

sense? I donôt mean frustrating but interactive. 

 

ñKeep on doing the things that you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 

Peace will be with youò HEARD in me infers 

listening. We sometimes get so caught up in our end 

of prayer that we forget to listen. Recently in my 

classroom I became very frustrated with the children 

as every discussion about Christmas was around what 

they were ñgettingò, what they were asking for. Where 

had I gone wrong? Hadnôt I taught them anything? It 

occurred to me that I as an adult am guilty of the same 

thing when in prayer. I need to take a step back and be 

silent to listen to what God is saying. I need to spend 

time listening, let him love me and receive his word.  

In Ephesians 6:18 it is written ñPray at all times and 

on every occasionò.  How, I have so much to do, lots 

of responsibility, how can I possibly stay in a place of 

prayer. Consider an excerpt from Max Lucado; letôs 

change our definition of prayer. ñ Instead of thinking 

of prayer as an activity, let us think of it as an 

awareness of God.ò As simple as saying thank you 

God for being here and then listen. Open up hearts, 

minds, and let Him in. 

 

The word of God awakens our hearts and assures us 

that our God is a mighty God who delights in our 

prayer. By His word God testifies that our prayers are 

pleasing to Him. 

 

During the remainder of this Advent season in 

anticipation of the celebration of the birth of the Christ 

child, let us be mindful of prayer. What better way 

then to come together in prayer?  When we bow our 

heads and open our hearts in true prayer we are 

compelled to cry out to God.  Prayer becomes 

spontaneous and we are able to prepare with the help 

of the Holy Spirit to welcome our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.     Amen 
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Music NewsMusic NewsMusic NewsñññJanuary, 2010January, 2010January, 2010   
 
Candlelight Sing-Along Concert Thanks 

The good audience that attended sang out with 
glee. If  you were there, you know it was a special 
evening because of  the efforts of  many people. 
The morning after the concert, I want to thank 
each of  them by name.  
Pastor Aurand welcomed the audience and offered 
the closing prayer. Worship leaders included Ushers 
Louis Sacco and Al Nelson; Crucifer Jessy Mat-

thews; Torchbearers and youth singers Crystal Dubois and Devin 
Nilsson; Readers Bre Johnson, Jessica Sierra, and Jennifer Kilps. 
The ChoirñSopranos: Beth Allen, soloist Bre Johnson, soloist 
Barbara Pond, and soloist Laurie Trager; Altos: Sylvia Herberts, 
soloist Betty Knorr, and soloist Wendy Whicher; Tenors: soloist 
Karl Nilsson and guests Beverly Timms and John Woolley; 
Basses: Robert Ball, Russell Magnuson, soloist James Rinas and 
soloist Eric Nilsson  
InstrumentalistsñBass, Karl Nilsson; Percussion, Eric Nilsson. 
 

At our deadline, the Pageant, Christmas Eve and Blue Christmas 
lie ahead. I look forward to recognizing in next monthõs column all 
those who will make these worship events meaningful for us. 
 

A Special Wednesday Evening Service 
Wednesday January 6, 7:00 P.M.  
Lessons and Carols for the Epiphany of  our Lord 
From Jesusõ origin in God, through his birth, youth, and including his 
first ôsignõ or public miracle, we tell the story of Jesus in scripture and 
song. Carols run the gamut from the traditional We Three Kings and 
The First Noel to spirituals, Caribbean and Spanish hymns. 
 Please invite your friends to join you for our free pasta dinner 

for all at 6:00 P.M., then come upstairs for the service! 

Peace in Christ, 
Bill Hively, Minister of Music, (860) 224-2475, ext. 14;  

bhively@1stlutherannb.org 

COMMUNITY MUSIC and ARTS EVENTSCOMMUNITY MUSIC and ARTS EVENTSCOMMUNITY MUSIC and ARTS EVENTS   

FREE Three Kings Day Event  for Kids 
The New Britain Youth Museum, 30 High Street 
An educational program/celebration on the Feast of  the Epiphany. 
Learn about Three Kings Day and participate in a craft. Enjoy re-
freshments and music. Every child in attendance will receive a free 
book. Recommended for children ages 4-10. Wednesday Jan. 6, 
4:00-4:45P.M. 860.225.3020 www.newbritainyouthmuseum.org 
 

NBMAA Sunday Music Series  
New Britain Museum of  American Art, Lexington Street  

Music in the galleries, featuring Teresa Wright, accompanied by 
Brad Rickert Sunday January 10, 3:00 P.M. Free with Museum 
admission. 860.229.0257; www.nbmaa.org  
 

Repertory Theatre of New Britain, 23 Norden Street 
The Prisoner of  Second Avenue, a comedy by Neil Simon. 
Directed by David Nagel. Jan. 15-16, 22-23-24, 29-30 (Snow dates: 
Feb. 5, 6, 7) Friday and Saturday at 8:15pm, Sunday at 5:15pm. 
The world is crumbling around Mel. Job losses, a burglary, noisy 
neighbors, air pollution and his psychiatristõs death leaves Mel with 
only one thing to do: have a nervous breakdown. Only Neil Simon 
could make this situation an evening of  hearty but sympathetic hu-
mor. You will laugh ôtil you cry as Mel recovers. Buy tickets online or 
by phone: $18 Adults, $15 Seniors/Students, $10 Children 12 and 
under, Groups of  20 or more $13. 860.223.3147; www.nbrep.org 

WORSHIP SCHEDULESWORSHIP SCHEDULESWORSHIP SCHEDULES   
Christmas and Epiphany, 2010 
 

Sun. Jan. 3, The Second Sunday of  Christmas:  
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion with Midwinter Carols  
(no choir or band) 

 

Wed. Jan. 6, 7:00 P.M. Lessons and Carols 
for the Epiphany of  our Lord 

 (Adult Choir follows at 8:00 P.M.) 
 

Sun. Jan 10, The Baptism of  our Lord:  
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion with choir and band 

 

Sun. Jan. 17, The Second Sunday after Epiphany: 
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion with choir and band 

 

Sun. Jan. 24, The Third Sunday after Epiphany:  
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion with choir and band 

 

Sun., Jan. 31, The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: 
9:00 A.M. Holy Communion with choir and band 

REHEARSAL SCHEDULESREHEARSAL SCHEDULESREHEARSAL SCHEDULES   
 

Bell Choir has completed their Advent/Christmas season. Rehears-
als begin again in early spring. If  you can count to 4, know your left 
from right, and your colors, youõre ready to try it! 
 

Adult Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M., and has ôcoffee 
andéõ fellowship the first Wed. of each month. High school age 
and up are welcome. Warm-up Sundays at 8:30 A.M. 
 

Youth Choir is on the rebound thanks to Bre Johnsonõs persuasive 
ways. The more we can sing, the more fun weõll have, and the more 
the congregation will enjoy it. 
 

Band rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. All instruments and ages 
welcome: weõll find something for you to play no matter what. 
 

For your calendars:  
No Choir Weds. Apr.28 or May 12 
No Band Thu., May 13  

http://www.newbritainyouthmuseum.org
http://www.nbmaa.org
http://www.nbrep.org

