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A stewardship campaign in June
might be a little like Christmas in
July, since heretofore campaigns
have always come in October and
November. Our team is enthusiasti
about switching the campaign to
June because it separates the cam-
paign from the church budget proc-
ess which goes on in December for
the new year. In doing this we can
stress giving as part of our Christiarn
|l ife and keep th
from the mechanics of the institu-
tional church.

We believe that it is our Creator,
God, who has given us life. We are
thankful everyday for this gift and
for everything w
been blessed. Look around and no-
tice the blessings of Creation and a
with which youdv
God has chosen us in love as heirs
of the Kingdom. Jesus has shown u
this Kingdom and has given us
power through Him to bring it to
this fallen world. Even as we love
our families and give good things to
them, so we are moved to give to

God. As we love God, we give and

)

sreach others wit
news. We support the larger
churchos wor k b

to furth

happily
Kingdom.

It is certainly the case that these fi-
nancial gifts are to be put to good
use in that work. So we ask our-

selves about the ministry being don

at First Lutheran. We remember that wi t h

Pastor Aurand is preaching the

Word each Sunday, and striving for
justice and peac
issues. She and Pastor Baumgartne

are visiting the sick and homebound.

With the churcho
on Franklin Square, many, to be
sure, ring the bell and seek counse
and help. We also minister each
a Wedmresdayanight ta ourmdcal popue
lation and church community. We
teach our youth and train up our
children. We have an active music
ministry. We seek to be stewards of
Creation and sensitive to local and
dglobal nedds andhto leael Byvexeam-
pl e. We enjoy o
pany in our work as you can see by
et hbeemopmwii datdi. o
web site. We spend much energy t

our Synod and with the ELCA.
This yearods stew
team Alan Robertson, Gail and

and Pastor Aurand, has been join
by a fAcoach, o J
comes to us from the Metro New
York Synod, where he is@nse-
crated deaconynder call to work

D

the congre
by the Sea in Long Beach, New
York. Johndés sp

e stewardshipo (blOTE:tYgudndl find
r the position ofostered deacoto be
of interest, as we in the New Eng-
s lanil Byinael slosnet doster layopeop
in such a way. We have begun, hg
| ever, a lay school of ministry to
raise up leaders. See Pastor Aurg
nifgnterested.)
| hope you find value in this cam-

paign and | ink
work in the world through the life ¢
our congregation. | thank you for t
past gifts you have regularly given
n \éa yeuhepvelppe offgriggs.cl §a
you in advance for your enthusias
npamt it hiep &thius r© hid
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Reception of New Membe

Sunday, June 14 Consecration Sunday

Stewardship Campaign Fin
Deacon John Prosen (Metr

Election of New Congregati

Sunday, June"7 Bishop Margaret Payne, Presiding

rs

ale + Free Brunch after Worship
o NY Synod), preaching

Sunday, June21 Fat h e r 6(3° ShnaRentecost)
6:30 Worship:Wayne Dixon,
Sunday, June 38 Semi-Annual meeting

jazz pianist
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CounNclIL : Church Council Minutes
May 18, 2009

The meeting was called to order by President, Tom Abuce
at 7:06 p.m.

Tameka Kelley read the devotions and Pr. Aurand led a br
discussion.

The agenda for the meeting was adopted. The minutes frg
the April Council meeting were accepted with two correctig

Report from Pastor Aurand: The complete report is on file
in the office. Most of the report focused on administrative

easi writing or rewriting job descriptions, advertising for thd
Director of Congregational Life and the Youth Director, ang
the administrative end of the youth trip to Ohio to hame a f
Pr. Aurand reported that new members will be introduced ¢
June 7 and that Bishop Payne will be present that day. Pr
rand will be attending the Synod Assembly in Sturbridge, N
with Holly Erickson and Sylvia Herberts May-3®. She will

spend one week on continuing education at the end of Jun
will take two weeks vacation immediately following that we

New Business:

e 6:30 P.M Service: The new evening service is going

well. Attendance was 14 on May 17 with several new peo

e Stewardship Committee: Craig DiAngelo and Gail Batg
reported on the process being used this year. John Prose
been hired as the coach for this program. Leaders of the g
gregation will be invited to a dinner meeting on the evening
June 8. Gail has made the arrangements for this meeting.
and Bob Buchholz are chairing the brunch to be held on C
cration Sunday. Temple Talks will occur on May 24, May 3
and June 7. All members of the congregation will be enco
aged to attend church on June 14, make their pledge, and
the brunch that will follow.

e Scholarship Committee Gail Bates reported that Lori
Visalga has offered to serve on the committee along with S
Zalewski and herself as chair. She has received the neces
information on the money available and the committee will
meet soon to review the five applications that were receive
The committee will make its recommendation to the Churc
Council at its June meeting.

e Report on the Director of Congregational Life and
Youth Director: Many resumés have been received and th

committee is very impressed with them. One telephone infer-

view has already taken place and two more are scheduled
tomorrow (May 19). Additional resumés will also be review
tomorrow. The position of Youth Director is being re
advertised.

A7 for 770 Com@vi ditggereporte
has made a change in the plot plan for the Youth Center, g
ting the width back to 61.5 feet. The city planner was con-
cerned that we would not have sufficient parking spaces w
out this change. This will guarantee 53 spaces for the chu
No selling price has been determirieit is necessary to have
hazardous inspection of the facility done first. The council
approved the following motion:
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e f{iThat the Eagle Environmental Company be hired at a

fee of $1675 to do a hazardous inspection of the Youth Ce
ter and that the fee be Efca
Nilsson reported that he is still waiting to get some number
back on the towers from Joseph Porcaro, restoration engir
We need to determine whether stabilization is more feasib
than dismantling the towers. Bruce Fletcher questioned

whether we really need to do anything to the towers this ye
The consensus of the committee was that the south tower
the biggest issue. Beth Allen, Pat Brown, and Wendy Whi
have been working to determine what other churches are ¢
to use their facilities for secular activities.

e Security: The council was advised that we had a biieal
the previous night. Entry was by a kitchen window and the
plate glass window to the office was smashed. Nothing wa
determined to be taken. Property will check with several s
rity firms to reestablish a security system.

e The council passed the following motiaghT h at w
distribute the rest of the funds budgeted for campus minis-
try at [Gapps8diksdhat there is no campus ministry
program there.

Nominations: Pr. Aurand reviewed the vacancies on
council and everyone who has recently joined the council t
a vacancy is willing to be relected in June. Both Leslie ang
Craig whose three year terms expire in June have agreed
serve an additional three years. The only vacancy to be fil
is that of Gail Bates whose term expires in June.

Gail Bates reported on the cleanup on Saturday and the ng
for additional help to do all that needs to be done. Membe
the congregation will be encouraged to help with a clean u
after church on May 31 prior to the picnic. Participants shq
bring bags, gloves, and tools to weed, sweep, etc. Anyone
step up at any time to help around the chiiral invitation

i snét necessary.

fFommittee Reports: All of the committee reports are on filg
in the office.

The next council meeting is June 15, 2009. The samual
meeting is scheduled for June 28, 2009.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Galil Bates

Secretary
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MISSION AND SERVICE TASK FORCE

Minutes of 04/27/09 attended by Cheryl Brideaux,
tor Elisabeth and Bruce Fletcher.

1. White paper recycling bins will be placed in

the Narthex and Fellowship Hall for the senfice

folders.

The sale of Compact Fluorescent Light (CF
bulbs will be held again during Advent.
AR1000 pillowso and
will be collected for refugees arriving from
Irag, Burundi, Burma, Somalia, who are bei

[

resettled by Lutheran Social Services (LSS),

A collection of siupHy
Kids Clubo games, afd
organized before the Youth Group goes to
Steubenville, Ohio.

Sunday School wants to plant pumpkins an
half row each of corn and sunflowers.
Purchasing electricity generated by wind, w
ter and solar power will be explored.
Lutheran World Relief will be contacted abo
fundraising for water well drilling projects in
Africa and perhaps in the U.S.
An Iraqi Christian family may arrive in late
May. St. Thomas Assyrian Church of the E3
and First Lutheran may partner to help this
family of four.
. The next meeting will be on Monday Jurig 1
2009 at 7PM in the Library. Please check us
out. Join the fun.
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Membership Meeting May 5. 2009

The Membership Committee met on May 5, 20(
Present were Gail Bates, Nancy Gentry, Bill
Hively and Norma Wallace.

We discussed having a reception on May 17 as it i
Peter Harritsd | ast day
An appropriate cake will be ordered by Nancy.

We also discussed the reception following the Asce
sion Service on May 21. As planned, First Luthera
will take cake of the coffee, tea and juice.

There was no further business for now.
Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Gentry, Chair

The Community Garden was discussed. Oy
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OUTREACH DID NOT MEET. BuTé .
About Our New Service

‘With our new service these last three Sunday ev
nings, those of us attending can see the shape tk
worship experience will take. We begin at 6:00 ir
the upstairs |l ounge wi
and conversation. At 6:30 we move down to the
chapel where the lights are augmented with votiv
candles on the altar.
map k& Np @ddi S8 NS & mdf
the size of our group, currently-II2, with room to
grow.

Gail Jordan leads us into the service with prayer
gneadirages ys toghage @ pefisanalrexpsrience fr
the week;, atesfimoryy of & petitioneot ogir. owny @
call to worship is a quiet chatike refrain followed
by Pastordos wel come t
readings.

An interlude of special music follows: perhaps
something chosen and played by Bill Hively or as
| ast weekOds service,
Christian musicians and singers. The music can
contemporary or classic, contemplative or light a
bright. And Bill has invited us to suggest songs W
would like to sing.
Pastords
slides.
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ing the early church congregation in Jerusalem and

slides that helped us understand the importance
water in our world and our need to protect and cq
serve this precious gift from God. Or she might ju
sit down and have a conversation with us!

We gather, then, in a circle for prayer led by Galil

followed by communion with the common cup and

may be a flat bread or small loaf in place of wafe
We finish our worship
With this service we hope to reach out to people
whom Sunday morning worship is difficult or whqg
are looking for a more informal experience. Som
times our worship will be planned to enhance ou
wditidoal meglitation and sometimes planned as
joyous celebration of our relationship with God a
each other.
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Gail Buchholz, for the Outreach Committee

May 6, 2009
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Executive Board-Executive Board Meeting
May 5, 2009

The board reviewed and clarified the responsibiliti¢area Lutheran churches. Our membership comnjit-

liatbe will be providing the coffee and set up. Othef
nts.

of the head custodian and a new part time custog
Funding for the new position is being referred to {
Endowment and Finance Committees.

Additional personnel matters were discussed.
We have received several resumes for the positig
Director of Congregational Life. The committee v

begin the interview process in the coming week.

We have not yet been successful in finding a rep

an Ascension Service on Thursday, May 21, at 7
pm. This is being coordinated with several other,

higrarticipating churches will provide the refreshme

Respectfully submitted,

DI
vill

©hil Bates

Gail Bates,

i Sacretary
P.

ment for the position currently held by Peter Harr
We will continue to ad
Sunday with us is May 17. A special coffee hour
immediately after church will be organized in his
honor.

We have received a lengthy form for a quote on i
surance from a new firm. Although we have re-
cently renewed our current policy we will complet
the form for future reference. Nancy Gentry will
work on this.

of the fact t

Il n | ight

pursuing the sale of the Youth Center, EI Shaddali
currently looking for a new home for their congregz

tion. The youth center will need to be checked fa
the presence of asbestos.

Pastor Aurand will be away the end of June (Jun
-July 4) for continuing education and two addition
vacation weeks beyond that.

The board discussed the current council position
and their terms of office. This information is bein
forwarded to the nominating committee.

Pastor Aurand asked about the use of a debit calr
some of our small purchases. This needs to be &
dressed with our accountants.

Final plans for the youth mission trip in June are
ing taken care of by Peter Hatrrits.

ertise for t his. Pet

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation is hosting

30

D

Property
Nothing new to report.

just a couple of pictures. Thank you to all that pa
‘ticipated.
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Sylvia doing some weedin
More mulch for Jeff.

May 16th was a successful clean up day. Here are
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inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attg
Consecration Sunday worship.

Consecration Sunday Is Coming Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic par
JUNE 14 pation in Consecration Sunday events.

Congregations that approach financial steward-
ship from a biblical perspective do not view the
money Christians ?ive to their church merely as
a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations
see financial contributions as a way to help peo-
ple grow spiritually in their relationship with

God by supporting their churchd s mission &
ministry with a percentage of their incomes.

Our congregation6és finance committee has $

lected theNew Consecration Sunday Stewardship
Programas a way to teach the biblical and spiri-
tual principles of generous giving in our stew-
ardship education emphasis this year.

New Consecration Sunday based on the biblical
philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his
or her own spiritual development, rather than on
the need of the church to receive. Instead of treat-
ing people like members of a social club who
should pay dues, we will treat people like fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ who want to give unsel-
fishly as an act of discipleshipNew Consecration
Sundayencourages people toward proportionate
and systematic giving In response to the ques-

Lo i What percentang \qisymyodd PaThekd s OF
BEST FINALE i WORSHIP
During morning worship on Consecration Sun-

day, we are asking our attendees and memRgRS/NE DIXON, contributor the ELCA Lu-

to make their financial commitments to o . o .
churchd s missionary, l{ﬁgr@nm@\?% This f-gr by Faith/is 4 comingitg, ¢

tional ministries in this community and ‘arourfi30 worship on June 21 "*.
the world.

Wayne has been involved in church music since

Every attendee and member who completes : : i
Estimate of Giving Cardioes so voluntarily by atgﬁ’é‘age of 14. He studied extensively in his

tending morning worship on Consecration Sufuth with the late Dr. Gordon Stearns who was
day. We urge people to attend who feel strongflg organist of 1st Congregational Church in
opposed to completing a card. The procedurgvest Hartford and then went on to receive a BA
done in such a way that no one feels persofahysic Ed from Livingstone College in Salis-

embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill BHIIV NC. He has held many positions as organ-

acard. ist or Choir director in the Hartford area. Pres-
We will do no home solicitation to ask people éntly, he is the organist/choir director for Pilgrim
complete cards. During morning worship owyay Baptist Church in Windsor, CT, and the Mu-
guest leader will conduct a brief period of %g Director for the Sanctuary Choir of the Faith

struction and inspiration, climaxed by memb )
making their commitments as a confidential axgventh Day Adventist Church and the North

of worship. End Senior Center. He maintains an association
We wil ination in C _with Grace Lutheran Church in Hartford, CT

e will encourage participation in Consecratighhere he frequently appears for special services.
Sunday events through the Consecration Sun?ﬁl\y_gy q v app P
team and church council members. Since we will
make no followup visits to ask people to com-
plete their cards, we will make every effort to
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