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 A s we celebrated the ñpast as  

prologue to the futureò (Rev. Alvar Gustafsonôs 

words upon FLCRôs 100th anniversary) with the 

May 15th Towering Celebration, so it is fitting to 

note in this Temple Chimes that Tempelklockan, 

this churchôs newsletter, began 106 years ago 

(Feb., 1904) as a way to invite folks to come to 

church.  Dr. Ohman, the originator of the paper, 

felt that this intra-church communication could 

also allow folks to learn about ñthose things that 

belong to a truly Christ-like and churchly life.ò 

 One of those things about which Dr.  

Ohman may have wanted to educate the  

congregation was the responsibility of Christians 

to be faithful stewards of what weôve been given 

by God. We are to care for who and what God 

loves, as described in the parable of the good 

steward - Luke 12: 42-44.  To steward our  

personal resources well means to practice the 

habit of giving a portion of our income to others.  

While so-called mainline Christians, I believe, 

give on the average only 2.5% of their income to 

charity and church, FLCRôs membership  

committee estimates 3% to be the expectation in 

this parish.  (10% of income as a contribution to 

others makes a fine goal.) 

 I invite you to a renewed focus on this  

aspect of Christian life by hearing three speakers 

ï perhaps we could even say evangelists, so great 

is their conviction ï give stewardship Temple 

Talks the first three Sundays in June. Robert 

Buchholz will articulate the duty of giving on 

June 6th and Alan Robertson, the delight of giving 

on June 13th.  Finally, Dr. Jen Kilps, Director of 

Congregation al Life, will explain why FLCRôs 

ministry is something to which folks will want to  

provide charitable giving. 

 Our church is also part of a larger Lutheran 

church well worth your monetary gifts both in its 

form as part of the New England Synod and its 

national aspect, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America.  These levels of the church conduct 

ministry on a broader scale than we could ever 

hope to reach alone, and provide us with much in 

return.  We are given back inspired resources and 

linked to other congregations in worship, prayer 

and ministry projects; provided perspectives on 

ethical aspects of contemporary living and  

allowed a voice in the national public square. 

 There are many reasons to be eager about 

receiving a pledge card in the mail this month and 

eager about returning it on Sunday, June 20th , for 

the offering of pledges.  Most of all I hope this 

June, we will come to understand that we give  

because of our need to give ï that is, out of glad 

and generous hearts, and not because reverse  

reasons of compulsion or self ïinterest.  We can 

give gratefully as an act of worship to God. 

 
~Pastor Elisabeth Aurand  

  

June is Stewardship Month  

Semi -Annual  
Congregational Meeting  
Sunday June 27th, 2010 

right after worship  
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Everyone knows the story of Christmas.  Little children 
can tell you about Mary and Joseph and shepherds and 
wise men and angels and the stable and manger.  We 
also know the stories of Good Friday and Easter.  But 
while we do pretty well with Christmas and Easter, 
unfortunately, I donõt think that most people are all that 
comfortable with Pentecost.  Sure, we may know about 
the tongues of fire and the mighty wind and the 
disciples speaking in other tongues.  But that can be 
about as far as our knowledge of Pentecost goes. 
 

And thatõs too bad.  Because Pentecost is the birthday 
of the Church.  We are pretty good about remembering 
and celebrating birthdays, whether we admit our age or 
not.  Pentecost is, in fact, one of the most important 
celebrations in our Christian 
Church. It is right up there with 
Christmas and Easter.  Itõs too bad 
we donõt remember this particular 
birthday a little better. 
 

So what happened at Pentecost?  
On the day of Pentecost the 
disciples were filled with the Holy 
Sprit. They began to speak in other 
languages.  And on that day, 
everyone gathered heard in their 
own languages of the mighty works 
of God.  
 

The story of Pentecost is our foremost story concerning 
the Holy Spirit.  But how do you put into concrete 
terms who or what the Holy Spirit really is?  The Holy 
Spirit has historically been difficult to pin down and 
define.  Rather than giving you a dry, theological treatise 
on the third person of the Trinity (which I can if you 
would like me to), letõs start by askingñwhat is spirit? 
 

In a different context we can talk of team spirit or 
school spirit.  Itõs hard to really explain, explicitly, what 
those are.  But you know for sure if someone does or 
does not have team spirit or school spirit.  So we have 
heard spirit used in that sense. 
 

Another aspect to spirit comes as the feeling of the presence of 
someone who is no longer with usña relative, a friend, a very 
respected person.  Who, even though they are no longer with 
us, we feel their presence. We feel their spirit. Something about 
their being touches us. I think you probably know what I mean. 
There is also another sense of spirit hereñaround our 

church. There is some kind of spirit here at pot lucks, 
picnics and times of Fellowship.  There certainly was 
spirit present at our Towering Celebration!  There is 
some kind of spirit here when the choir sings.  And 
there is definitely spirit when the children are gathered 
together in church. 
 

And there is spirit present when we put down a plate of 
pasta in front of our neighbor.  Or when we visit our 
friends in the hospital or those in the Caring Network.  
Thereõs some kind of spirit active when you add 
someone to the prayer list of the church and to your 
own prayer list. There is spirit present when we 
exchange the peace . There is spirit when the bread and 
wine are shared. 

 

Now add up all these different 
kinds of spirit and, somehow, we 
sense the spirit of Jesus.  But more 
than that, it describes the way the 
Holy Spirit acts among us.  The 
Holy Spirit IS Christõs presence 
among us.  The Holy Spirit IS our 
heavenly Father hereñwith usé 
bringing us guidance and comfort 
and forgiveness and hope.  The 
Holy Spirit is our God.   
 

Now spirit, in the general sense, is highly contagious.  
And it could be good or bad.  When people are very 
excited, very happy, very sad or very angry, you can 
catch it from them as easily as a cold, the measles or a 
yawn.  Thatõs why it is so criticalñeven a matter of life 
and deathñ that the spirit in our hearts, in our families 
and in our congregation be the kind that builds up, not 
tears down.  The kind that brings warmth, not chill. The 
kind of spirit that heals, not wounds. The kind of spirit 
that brings peace. 
 

The spirit of Godñthe spirit of Jesusñthe Holy 
Spiritñis the only true spirit that builds up, that brings 
warmth, that heals, that brings peace.  This spirit is 
contagious, too.  Remember the story of the first 
Pentecostñmore than 3000 were caught up in it.  
 

Catch the spiritñthe Holy Spirit.  Catch the Spirit and 
spread it around.  The Holy Spirit is contagious!  

 
- Dr. Jen Kilps 

Director of Congregational Life 

 Who is the Holy Spirit? 
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FLCR Council Minutes  

April 19, 2010 
 

We motioned to adopt the agenda with a correction that the next 

meeting date will be May 17, 2010. And that our Director of  

Congregational Life would like Mission to have a report. 
 

Motion to approve the Special Council Meeting Minutes as 

amended-Carried. 
 

Motion to accept the minutes of the last Council Minutes-

accepted with correction to add the name of Gail Buchholz as 

editor as well as the already mentioned Jen Kilps. Pastor com-

mented that Tracy Ellis didnôt go on the New York trip and a 

typo in the spelling of stewardship, also the Census Bureau will 

be on site from  3/25/2010 thru 4/14/2010. Cintec is the correct  

name and spelling of the anchoring system, and that Alyssa 

Hughes has been accepted into the Summer Theological Acad-

emy of the program of the theological education of the youth.   

Motion to accept the minutes with corrections -carried. 
 

Pastors report included a request for a motion to accept Opal, Al, 

Carol, Pam and Courtney, (who wishes to be baptized). A motion 

was made to accept these applicants into membership. Carried.   
 

Bre Johnson, our Youth Director, came to our meeting to request 

that we carry on our youth program thru the summer. A one night 

a week program focusing on what it means to be a Christian and 

a different view of spiritual discipline. The youth would share a 

meal together and have a once a month event/activity. Towards 

the end of the summer review what they learned and integrate it 

into congregational life, and also have a celebration. Jen Kilps 

will also help with this program. The funds for this program to 

pay Bre would come from another line item and we will refer this 

to finance to see how we can replenish our budget so that we 

may continue this program in years to come. A question arose as 

to the age of the youth we do have 18 and 19 years old we do not 

wish to lose. We may be having two age groups meeting since 

they are at different growth stages and at other times have all of 

the groups meeting together. We would consider the group could 

be  7th grade to 15 and 16 to 20, more on this later. The Sunday 

school may continue as a monthly event. A motion made to con-

tinue on with plans for the summer program and report back at 

next council meeting with finances in place with a plan. -Carried.  

Bre reported that the youth gardened around St. Johns Church in 

Brooklyn, and visited the Statue of Liberty among other excur-

sions around the city. The trip was very successful.  
 

Property Committee reports the agreement with El Shaddai 

should be reviewed  and that a motion to ask Stephen Varga be 

asked to draught a ñMemorandum of Understandingò with El 

Shaddai in lieu of a lease. The cost may be $500.00, 7 for 77 will 

discuss the time frames for the memorandum. Pastor asked for 

volunteers for the STEM program, we need 3 to go to the ses-

sions which are 3 hours long we have Jeff and Jen who will be 

attending. We would receive a free energy assessment for partici-

pating in the program and the regular cost could be over  $3000. 

Property states that they will  provide an additional area for the 

children to be seated at worship, they will move the pews if we 

agree to offer this new area to our families and children. A mo-

tion that we remove a pew to another area of the sanctuary to 

create another area where children may sit-Carried. As to the 

location of the pew- A motion made that the location be on the 

opposite side of the church sanctuary in the back.  

Eric Nilsson provided a chart detailing the contractors and the 

expenses for the tower project. A motion made for the tower pro 

ject authorized by the congregation September 2009 to proceed 

and the above firms be contracted to conduct the specified work. 

-Carried 
  

Motion made to continue on with Network Solutions at a price of 

regular fee per year for the next 3 years -Carried 
 

President Alan Robertson reviewed who will be present next 

year, he will continue as President of the council, Eric Nilsson 

will continue as Vice President, constitution states officers can 

serve for two years, and then will be able to serve in another offi-

cer capacity.  
 

Jen Kilps report included among many other projects that volun-

teers are needed for the Book of Faith event and we need folks to 

provide baked goods and help with lunches at noon and clean up. 

She is also hard at work with our Towering celebration, for May 

15, 2010 celebrating our tower repair effort by the Cintec com-

pany along with our celebration of our acceptance into the Ct 

Registry of Historic Places. Jenôs report is available on request as 

are all reports and will be in the Temple Chimes. 
 

Our community garden event and related event planting seeds for 

the Urban Oaks Organic Farm to help planting in their green-

house, they will reciprocate by providing organic plants for us to 

use in our community garden.  
 

Youth and Family -report includes the youthôs proposed partici-

pation in our Towering Celebration and that the Vacation Bible 

School Program will be a No Stress morning event.  
 

Finance March report includes mention that we are $600.00 be-

hind budget, less that originally thought.  
  

National Historic Designation - we are still awaiting a response. 
 

Next meeting on May 17, 2010 
 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown, Secretary 

Property Committee Minutes 

April 5, 2010 
 

The meeting came to order at 7:20 with decision that whoever 

was there would do the monthôs business. The quote for stripping 

Fellowship Hall floor -- $6804 ï was read and discussed. It was 

decided that this would be saved until November and contracted 

out at that time if the yearôs budget allows it. A lawn mower sign

-up sheet will be held up at worship on April 11th. The white 

plastic bells will be removed as they often donôt work, leaving 

the buzzers for entry to the educational unit. N/A will be allowed 

to change the lock on their closet door. Eric Nilsson will be con-

tacted about the progress of the security system. The Hazmat 

study by Eagle is now completed and a report is awaited. Dis-

cussed the initial concerns about a group interested in using the 

nave from about 12-3 on Sundays. Pastor A. will do more re-

search. A day to take out the bushes surrounding the youth center  

with joint labor by FLCR and El Shaddai is tentatively scheduled 

for Saturday, May 8th. Jeff will look at replacing the commode 

rail in the ladiesô bathroom in the educational unit in time for the 

May 1 event. Pastor A. spoke about the STEM program (Savings 

Through Energy Management Program) for This Old House of 

Worship, held by the Interreligious Ecojustice Network. If FLCR 

can field 3 or 4 people, we can join a free 5-session seminar to 

learn about opportunities in the building to save energy. Jeff vol-

unteered for the program & we will seek others to join the team. 
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Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 18, 2010 
                      

Alleluia Service Review:  The service was extremely well re-

ceived. Pr. commented that the timing was greatéthe first Sun-

day after Easter when regular worship attendance tends to be 

light. The 6:30 service exceeded attendance at 9:00. Thanks to 

the committee members and church staff who set up our ñLite 

Biteò refreshments, designed and participated in the service. Spe-

cial thanks to the ad-hoc Gospel Choir and our wonderful musi-

cians! Outreach would like to sponsor 4 or 5 of these services a 

year, each with a different theme, but with the same gospel/jazz 

emphasis. We plan to have the next one outside in the Summer. 

Crystal suggested a flower theme, celebrating Godôs creation and 

the abundance of nature in that season. 

Special Coffee Hour, Sunday May 2nd, after the 9:00 service:  

Decorations and seeds, etc. for the congregation to plant seeds 

for the community garden will be provided. The committee will 

set up for the fellowship hour at 8:15 a.m. on May 2nd. Crystal 

will make a banner with the theme of the day, Planting Seeds for 

Ministry. 

Towering Celebration: Outreach will have a booth at the cele-

bration. We will have church flyers and a handout about Out-

reach from our page in the new Welcome Booklet. We will offer 

anniversary books for sale. We will have a take-away item for 

members of the press. 

Bread for the World:  Pat received a special request from 

BFTW for help in contacting our legislators about upcoming bills  

EXECUTIVE MEETING MINUTES  

 April 5, 2010 
 

1. Pastor reviewed our policy for use of the church with regard to 

special events for members. We concluded that the policy will be 

revised and that members wishing to use our church for special 

events will check with our calendar and Pastor to be compliant 

with our policies. 
 

2.  Alyssa Hughes was accepted into the Summer Theological 

Academy, from July 10 thru 24th at Susquehanna University. The 

goal is to amplify in young people a passionate, reflective and 

constructive love of theology for the sake of Godôs world. We 

will be recommending that Alyssa receive funds for this scholar-

ship from the Forsell Piecka fund the amount needed is $600.00 

for the summer program. Pastor recommends we leave some of 

the funds for the Lay Minister Program applicants, and that we 

do have other applicants for scholarships. 
 

3. Bre Johnson is willing to preside at a summer youth program, 

entering into the same schedule as during the regular church 

year. We will be surveying to see if there is enough interest by 

the youth who would attend. 
 

4. Bre would do her internship here if we were able to have her 

called here for half time. Pastor will check with Synod to ascer-

tain if half time would be 20 hours or 30 hours. 
 

5. Pastor went over the funding of the Youth Trip we have 

agreed that our Youth Minister would be paid regular hourly rate 

of 8 hours a day, this trip would cost approximately the same as 

the Youth trip last year. We will not be funding 100% for the 

youth they will need to contribute for the trip as well. Finance 

will decide where the funds will be drawn from. 
 

We adjourned agreeing to meet on the next first Tuesday of the 

month. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown, Secretary 

in Congress. This is aside from our regular letter writing cam-

paign in October. Pat will ask our office assistant to prepare a 

flyer for insertion in the Sunday bulletin. 

We postponed the evaluation of the 6:30 service to our next 

meeting, May 23rd, 4:30p.m. in order to have as many members 

as possible present for the discussion. In the meantime, commit-

tee members are asked to consider anecdotes about the service 

that may be helpful to the discussion. 

Respectfully submitted, Gail Buchholz 

 7 For 77 Committee Minutes  

April 11, 2010 
 

Jen updated us on the Towering Celebration. We will have 2 

tents, 1 for Outreach with info. and take aways. Also the Youth 

Committee will be selling grinders at lunch time. We will be 

conducting tours. We  invite any members who will come to 

volunteer to arrive at 8 or 8:30 am.  
 

We have not heard any news from our application to the National 

Historic Register, Wendy Whicher has sent further information 

to Stacey Vairo who will review and send on to the National 

Registry.  
 

We will be sending thank you letters to  John Darrow, Wendy 

Whicher, Jessica Sierra, Eric Nilsson, Brad Schiede and Stacie 

Vairo for all of their help and dedication.  
 

Eric met with the Joe Porcaro firm and  the bids have been ac-

cepted. The Joseph Gnazzo Inc for repairs, coring contractor will 

be Witch Enterprises, and the Northeast Mass Climbers, and Cin-

tec for the anchoring. They will be doing some non destructive 

testing to discover where voids may be in the structure to shore 

them up. The entire project will take 12 weeks. The price of the 

anchoring and the repairs will be within the budget. The price 

should be $341,870.00. The contractors will start on the North 

Tower first and proceed to the South Tower. 
 

Eagle reports that the environmental testing has been completed. 

We are waiting for the report. We have an opportunity to partici-

pate in a seminar where we learn about energy efficiency with 4 

other churches. Jen, Jeff  Soneson and another member is needed 

to attend. It will be 5 weeks -5 meetings for 3 hours free seminar.  
 

A group from FLCR and El Shaddai will be removing the bushes 

from the Youth Center in order to make repairs to the basement  

foundation in the Youth Center. We will be preparing a new 

agreement for sharing this space with El Shaddai. This draft, an 

agreement of understanding , is necessary  since we will be keep-

ing our Youth Center for the time being.   
 

We discussed membership and growth. Our attendance at Easter 

was 248.We take our stewardship seriously, and have a program 

in place for stewardship, growth and cost savings and financial 

growth. We will have speakers and a plan to encourage more 

pledges. This program will be unveiled in June 2010.  
 

Craig mentioned that we should be concerned with cutting costs. 

One thing we can to save energy is to replace our clocks with 

battery clocks instead of electric clocks. We will refer this to 

property. We will be referring the idea of establishing a cost cut-

ting task force to council. 
 

We have many ideas to promote growth of our existing funds. 

The Endowment committee suggests a financial planner to assist 

with our endowment funds. 
 

Jen suggests that we are the long range planning committee to 

oversee all the concerns of the church, and Bruce agrees that we 

need the help of the other committees but they all within the  
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Youth & Family Minutes  

April 25, 2010 
 

Adult Education:  

Pastor Aurand reported that she has ordered the book ñThe 

Turn Around Churchò for 7 for 77 to read, and that she thinks 

that will give us some ideas in this area. 

Leslie reminded us that Adult Ed falls under Youth & Family 

and that we should think up ideas as well. 

Pastor Aurand suggested the Tim Wergert series, and continu-

ing the Council Retreat, which has always been successful and 

focused on prayer.  

Past Suppers 

Pasta Suppers are going to be turned over to the Mission Com-

mittee  

Youth Group 
Bre reports a successful Youth Group trip to NYC and is ex-

cited about the July 3 ï July 10 NC mission trip. The Youth 

will be selling grinders at the Celebration to raise funds. 

Bre reports that the youth will be having a picnic at Marianne 

Farrôs. 

Additionally, Bre is going to be putting together a summer 

Youth program beginning July 12, 2010. It will be ñSummer of 

Spiritò (SOS) and be held Monday nights 5:30-8pm. From 

5:30-6:30 youth in grades 6th to 10th will be meeting, from 6:30

-7:00 all youth will be sharing a meal, and from 7ï8 youth 

going into 11th grade through age 20 will be meeting. 

Church School 

Last date is May 30, which is also the garden planting with a 

picnic. Alyssa will be making Superlatives for the kids. 

We will be planning activities throughout the summer for our 

Church School kids. This year, instead of purchasing a curricu-

lum, we followed the sermon lessons and downloaded free 

lesson plans from the internet. It has worked wonderfully and 

we plan on doing this again next year. The children will be 

making chalk caricatures at the Celebration. We will also be 

handing out flyers for CJ Farrôs fundraiser for Urea Cycle Dis-

orders. More information can be found here: http://

www.cjsfundforucd.org/index.html 

VBS 
Jen reports that we the kit we ordered is very inclusive and 

needs little preparation. We will be calling local churches to 

ask for volunteers for our VBS. 

Movies 
June 19th, a Saturday night, @ 7pm, will be an outside showing 

of the Wizard of Oz. People are invited to come in costume. 

Next Meeting 
May 16, 2010 @ 4:30pm 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Sarah Zalewski 

Mission Task Force Minutes   
April 6, 2010 

 

Updates 

 Our visit to IRIS (Integrated Refugee & Immigration Ser-

vices) in New Haven was a great success. 17 people signed up 

to go with 15 attending. We had a great time and everyone 

interacted extremely well with the refugees.   

 The FLCR ñGreenò T-shirts are here and ready to be bought 

at $12 or $4 if you attend one of our ñgreenò days.   

 The Fletcherôs have invited all of FLCR to join them on their 

summer Mission Trip to Bolivia !   

New  Business 

 We are visiting Urban Oaks Organic Farm to help plant in 

their greenhouse - April 24th 10 am-noon ! They are giving us 

plantings for our garden as a thank you for our help. Meet at 

the church at 9:45 or at the Farm at 10:00.   

Community garden 

 Bruce and Oakley manured and set out the ground cover in 

the garden. THANK YOU TO BRUCE AND OAKLEY!  

 Outreach is sponsoring a special coffee hour on the theme of 

ñplanting seedsò on May 2nd.  We will plant seeds at this 

event. The Sunday School is also going to plant seeds for the 

garden. Jen will plant remaining seeds. Seedlings will reside in 

the Library.   

 Donations: Seeds have been donated by a number of sources 

including the Meigs, Jen and the Berlandys who acquired a 

large amount of seeds from the Harts. Other donations include 

gardening tools, gloves and seeds from the Knapps, a swim-

ming pool from the Meigs, a promise of more planting contain-

ers from Craig, and a promise of top soil from the Farrs! Peo-

ple have been stepping up and contributing beautifully. 

Tower Party on May 15th   

 Lisa Jaksina has a canopy we can use to set up a display of 

our mission activities at the church. We want to highlight what 

we do INSIDE the building and in our community. Nancy vol-

unteered to help Jen with a display. 

Pasta Supper 

 Jen, Lisa, Tameka & Craig are working on a grant to fund our 

suppers from NE Utilities.   

 Lisa took flyers to the food pantry at St. Johnôs Catholic 

Church the previous Thursday night. Also, Lisa contacted 

Samôs Club for donations to the Pasta Suppers.   

 We want to plan a thank you party for all who volunteer at 

the Pasta Suppers. The 1st of July is the 3rd Anniversary of the 

Program.  

 The Friendship Center is sponsoring a Birdhouse Campaign 

where people make and donate birdhouses that will be auc-

tioned off to raise funds. Jen thinks this is a marvelous idea.  

We brainstormed how we could help.  

 Pastor asked Jen to inquire if anyone would be interested in 

participating in the STEM Program. Jen volunteered. We will 

be asking others to help. 

The Synod is asking that each congregation have a Mission 

Interpreter . We agreed that whomever is the chair of the Mis-

sion Task Force should be this contact person.  

Calendar 

April 24th 10:00am, at Urban Oaks organic farm in NB. 

May 2nd Outreach is hosting a coffee hour around the theme 

of ñplanting seeds.ò 

May 30th 10:00 am, - Our Garden Planting Day + lunch. 

realm of our concern. A motion was made that the council should  

order and be reading ñThe Turnaround Church ñ by Mary Lee 

Gifford for our summer reading list, motion carried. We will 

recommend it to council as well.   
 

We reviewed our new mission statement considering the follow-

ing. 
 

First in nurturing youth and families in faith 

First with inspiring worship, fellowship and service 

First by reaching out to all 

First for whatôs first: Christ, our Lord 
 

We adjourned. Next  meet on Sunday, May 23, 2010 at 10:15am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown, Secretary 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  

did not meet in April or May.  

 

Mission Task Force Minutes 

May 4, 2010 
 

Updates 
 Visit to Urban Oaks Organic Farm went incredibly 
well! 15 attended and we had a great time! While we were-
nôt able to plant seeds (they were already planted) we had 
fun weeding in the fresh dirt of the rhubarb garden. Had a 
great tour of the facilities. Learned a lot! Urban Oaks ac-
cepts WIC! 
 Outreach coffee hour on the theme of ñplanting seedsò 

happened on May 2nd and was very successful! Kids 

seemed to have fun and there was much fellowship. We are 

not sure the seeds will germinate enough by the 30th. 

New Business 
 Community garden: May 30th 10am-Our Garden 
Planting Day + Church Picnic. We decided this will be a 
potluck picnic. Hoping people will bring things to grill and 
share. 
 Donations: Top soil from the Farrs! And a promise of 
more planting containers from Craig Diangelo and mari-
golds from Cheryl Brideaux! 
 Nancy offered to write thank you notes! (Nancy Berlandy 
ï seeds. Don & Ina Knapp - gardening tools, gloves and 
seeds, David & Marylin Meigs ï seeds & a childôs swim-
ming pool. Bruce Fletcher ï lettuce, containers, manure, 
ground cover. Oakley Ellis ï helping prepare the garden.)
We hope to talk with Evelyn Anderson and Allen Nelson 
about designing a garden map. We had a meeting sched-
uled for Monday but Jen was sick. 
 Bruce wants to build a compost bin! 
Tower Party on May 15th   
 Lisa Jaksina brought in canopy for our table.  
Nancy R. & Jen to work on display of churchôs mission 
activities on Tuesday the 11th. 
 Lisa J. and Nancy R. will man the tent and sell T-shirts. 
Pasta Supper 
 Jen sent in the NE Utilities grant on the April 14th. Keep 
the grant in your prayers! 
 Lisa will follow up with Pr. regarding Samôs Club dona-
tion letter.   
 Thank you to Pasta Volunteers Party celebrating the 3rd 
Anniversary of the Program. Marianne is hosting the party 
on June 25 at 6pmé it will be a bbq. Her address is 100 
Cianci Road. 
 Property wants to know where to put the bike rack. We 
want it under a working light near Fellowship Hall.  
 Should we resettle a Refugee family in the fall? 
Jen will look into whether Shoreline Food Pantries and 
Garden will be having a Harvest Party in the fall. 
 

Next meeting date:  June 29th at 7pm 
 

Calendar 

May 30th 10:00 am, -Our Garden Planting Day + lunch-

Pasta Party June 25 at 6pm at Marianne Farrôs house 100 

Cianci Road. 

Finance Committee Meeting 

May 12, 2010 
 

The committee discussed what funds will be used to pay for the 

tower repairs. As approved by the congregation at a special 

meeting on Sept. 13, 2009, repairs will by paid from the Leslie 

Johnson Tower Fund, the Mission 2006 Fund and the Peterson/

Swanson Fund. These three funds currently contain enough mon-

ies to pay for the repairs and it doesnôt appear that the Unre-

stricted Memorial Fund will need to be tapped. 
 

For clarification purposes the Leslie Johnson Tower Fund was 

created by an insurance annuity that Ms. Johnson bequeathed to 

FLCR. This fund was given to FLCR with no restrictions. The 

Mission 2006 Fund contains monies from the last capital cam-

paign. The Peterson/Swanson Fund resulted from the sale of the 

parsonage on Chatham Rd in Kensington. The parsonage had 

been purchased from the sale of the Swanson home on Hart 

Street and a $100,000 donation from Mildred Peterson after the 

death of her husband George E. Peterson. 
 

The Finance Committee approved two payments from the office 

supplies line item of the budget. These include funds to pay for 

more space on our server and a three year internet licensing con-

tract. 
 

The committee reviewed the proposed budget for the Youth Mis-

sion Trip and brainstormed several ideas to raise additional funds 

for future years. There should still be $2000+ remaining in the 

Youth Activities Fund after the mission trip. 
 

The plan for this yearôs stewardship campaign was discussed and 

will be as follows: Pr. Aurand will write an article for the June 

issue of the Temple Chimes. Three speakers, Robert Buchholz, 

Alan Robertson, and Jennifer Kilps, will present Temple Talks 

on June 6, 13, and 20. A letter with a pledge card will be sent to 

all members around June 10. Everyone will have the opportunity 

to present their pledge cards during a special offering on June 20. 

Thank you cards affirming the pledges will be sent with the con-

tribution statements during the second week of July. Members 

who have not responded by that time will receive a reminder 

postcard. 
 

The committee recommends to the council that the Clark/Paul 

Fund be renamed the Campership Fund and that the Confirma-

tion Fund be rolled into the Campership Fund.  The purpose of 

this fund will be to provide assistance to those attending pro-

grams at Camp Calumet. 
 

We also suggest that the Outreach Committee review the small 

amount ($12.98) remaining in the Mega Account and consider 

rolling that into the Mission and Service Fund. 
 

The committee is making the later two recommendations to clean 

up and consolidate some of our miscellaneous funds. 
 

Everyone is reminded that the current pledge period ends on June 

30, 2010 and the new pledge period for twelve months begins on 

July 1, 2010. 
 

Respective submitted, Gail Bates, Recorder  
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A cross the land spring is the joyous 

time of graduations. Year after year wonderful, 

bright, ambitious, young (and not so young)     

students are decreed to be accomplished, ready, 

and eager to join the work world as they receive 

high school diplomas and college degrees. 

Congratulations to all! May life be all you hope 

it will be; may you leave the world a better place 

than you found it. 

Here in CT, however, a couple of high schoolsô 

graduation preparations face problems. To        

accommodate grads and families they have been 

holding ceremonies at the only available venue 

large enough to hold the crowds and reasonable 

enough to meet budget limitations. Alas. The 

ñidealò place also happens to be a cathedral. A 

church for Christians.  

A handful of people object on the grounds that 

a public school should not hold the ceremony in a 

religious setting. People far beyond CT have 

taken sides and this mole hill has assumed   

mountainous proportions. 

First, I commend the school boards for taking 

the increasingly unique position of staying within 

budget. What a wonderful concept to teach the 

youngé right up there with assuming personal 

responsibility. 

People against holding graduation in a          

religious setting state, although the program is  

entirely secular, the iconography of the church is 

religious in nature and can be offensive to those 

whose beliefs are different or who have no        

religious beliefs. 

Of course the décor is religious in nature! The 

congregationôs home reflects its belief system, as 

do all other faiths. It is not an issue of separation 

of church and state; it is freedom to worship as 

one pleases. In this nation which supposedly   

supports diversity and tolerance for the beliefs of 

all, what better way to act American than by     

entering the cathedral with an open mind, seeing 

it as a building of people of faith who open their 

doors to people of all faiths or of no faith. 

As a Lutheran, I welcome the opportunity to 

visit buildings occupied by those whose beliefs 

differ from mine, and to note the many             

similarities of our faiths as well: there are many 

paths to God, each worth learning about. To go to 

a synagogue, a Buddhist monastery, a mosque, a 

Roman Catholic or Orthodox church, an     

American Indian sacred ground, or any other 

house of worship with its accompanying unique 

iconography is an experience to be treated with 

respect whether the visit is for secular or religious 

purposes. 

What I see as truly ironic is the narrowness of 

scope by all embroiled in the concern about a        

location for a brief, secular ceremony. The 

ñiconographyò of Godôs existence is apparent to 

all believers every day and in every place. 

We sense the Spirit in every marvel of Nature-

gentle breezes, gale force winds, and gathering 

rain clouds which provide moisture for gardens 

and forests. 

We see God every time we look into the face 

of another human being. We are brought to our 

knees at the miracle of a new born infant, at the 

beauty and  potential of youth, at the ability of 

21st century adults to improve life for all people, 

at the wisdom that comes with age, and at the 

peaceful endurance of those facing lifeôs end. 

We see Godôs beauty in the veins of a fragile 

leaf, the petals of a rose, the warmth of garden 

soil on our fingers as we tend a plant. 

We hear His voice in the roar of a powerful      

waterfall, the sound of a brook rushing over rocks 

on its way to the river, the lapping of the tide 

against the edge of a sandy beach, and the        

surprise of a sudden summer shower which hints 

at the possibility of a   follow-up rainbow. 

We experience God in all of our human             

interactions, day by day. If we could only follow 

the rules of all major faiths, we would love one 

another, feed the hungry, and judge not. We 

would be fair, and honest, and kindï ALL of us. 

The goal of life should be to move as far away 

from imperfection as we can in our brief time 

here. 

We would celebrate the achievements of our 

youngsters as they receive their high school      

diplomas and college degrees and encourage them 

to grow in wisdom and stature where ever life 

leads them, even to a secular ceremony in a house 

of our common Creator. 

~Diane Wolf  

Room for God at Graduation?  
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A MAY FILLED WITH MUSICA MAY FILLED WITH MUSIC  
  

We made beautiful music with the Synod and the cityWe made beautiful music with the Synod and the city   

The Synod Book of  Faith event May 1 began and ended, 
fittingly, with worship. All our instruments were used by guest 
musician Jonathan Reuning-Scherer and his talented family, 
including his son on drums and daughter on percussion! The 
guest flutist added a special dimension to the spirited music. I 
greatly enjoyed òsitting inó on percussion and keyboard during  
the closing Eucharist. It was a special treat to have so many 
children taking part in the music. 
 

A  Towering Celebration 
The Towering Celebration for the city celebrating our State 
Historic designation on May 15 was certainly a music-filled 
party engineered by Dr. Jen Kilps. The CCSU brass quartet 
[James Gerrard and Ryan Vacca, trumpet; Alvaro Maldonado, 
trombone; Jeff Shaw, bass trombone] played a òtower brassó 
set outdoors during the lavish opening reception. Profession-

ally presented traditional Lutheran chorales and other Renais-
sance and Baroque brass music created the perfect atmos-
phere for the ôofficialõ program featuring church historian 
John Darrow, Council president Alan Robertson and Mayor 
Tim Stewart. Pastor Aurandõs comments tied the renewal of 
the building to the renaissance occurring amongst the people 
of  First.  
 James and Alvaro then sat in with our own jazz combo, 
adding a new dimension to the sound of  jazz and swinging 
standards anchored by Rick Guinness, drums; Eric Nilsson, 
percussion; Karl Nilsson, bass; Cindy Pavano, keyboard; 
Tom Abucewicz, tenor sax; and frequent guest saxophonist 
Frank Lombardo. Tenor Mike Cavaliere sang a set of  Nea-
politan songs just before the crowd thinned and the bells rang! 
And in a lovely display of  hidden talent, youth director and 
budding jazz vocalist Breanne Johnson fronted the band 
with energy and style for several jazzy standards including her 
now-signature tune, òWhen You Wish Upon a Star.ó 
 
Listen to examples of  our music at 1stlutherannb.org/
MusicArts! 
 

In Christõs love, 
Bill Hively, Minister of Music, Bill Hively, Minister of Music,   

(860) 224(860) 224--2475, ext. 14; 2475, ext. 14;   
bhively@1stlutherannb.orgbhively@1stlutherannb.org  

Music NewsMusic NewsññMay, 2010May, 2010  

GREAT MUSIC FOR A GRGREAT MUSIC FOR A GREAT CAUSEEAT CAUSE  
5:00 P.M. Sunday, June 6 5:00 P.M. Sunday, June 6   
St. Joseph Cathedral, HartfordSt. Joseph Cathedral, Hartford  
 

Your presence at this concertñand your donationsñsupport 
the  rebuilding of  a music school destroyed in the Haiti earth-
quake. 
 

The New Britain Chorale, our resident community chorus, is sing-
ing with other area choruses and members of  the Hartford and 
New Haven Symphonies who are donating their time to this cause. 
 

We will sing the òGoinõ Homeó theme from Dvorakõs New World 
Symphony, the Randall Thompson òAlleluia,ó Mozartõs òAve Verum 
Corpus,ó and the inspiring choral finale of Beethovenõs Ninth Sym-
phony. Audience and chorus alike will join in a new interfaith hymn. 
 

Please visit hccsongforhaiti.org for more information and to donate. 

MUSIC SCHEDULEMUSIC SCHEDULE  
June 2010June 2010  
Wed., June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 7:00 P.M. Choir rehearsal, 
Choir Room  

Thu. June 10, 17, 24, July 1: 7:00 Band rehearsal, Nave 
 NO BAND WED., JUNE 3  
 

Billõs Thank You Gift to YouBillõs Thank You Gift to YouññA Music Party!A Music Party!  
Please come to the church Thursday, June 3 at 7:00 P.M. to 
hear my 29 private students sing and play for one another and 
you. I appreciate the privilege of  teaching here at church and 
offer you a fast-paced, entertaining show in thanks. This is not  
your fatherõs piano recital! Come hear students from 8 to ac-
complished adults perform from memory!  
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Prayer List 
 

June 2010 
 

 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. Please 

write names on the welcome cards or yellow cards in the 

pews or call them in to the office. Thank you. 

 

Note: Names in parentheses are those who submitted 

the names they follow 
Karen, Donald, Maria P. (Pat Brown), Jamie Botteon & 

her family (Alyssa Hughes), Bill & Linda Matson (Jen 

Kilps), Dottie Nelson, Dennis & Susan Malone (Bre 

Johnson), Phyllis Bruce (Bill Hively), Alexis Zweibleson 

(Louis Sacco), the Sacco family (Louis Sacco), Lorraine 

Carlson, family & friends mourning the death of Ray 

Turner (Jill Pfister), the Johnson family (Pat Brown), 

Irene Lukasiewski (Pat Brown), Laura & David Dion 

(Pat Brown), Mae Eisenhardt, Shirley, Troy, Marilyn, 

David C., the Chamberlain family, Adele (Pat Brown), 

the Clark family (Pat Brown), the Dubois family (Pat 

Brown), Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord (Pat 

Brown), Penny Kinney (Pat Brown), Joe Pavano (Cindy 

Pavano), Rose Huie (Pat Brown), Rita & Keenen Black 

(Pat Brown), Rick Guinness, Lois Arena (Ralph  

Holmstrom), Kathy G. (Pat Brown), Lori (Pat Brown), 

Pat Hamilton (Gail Bates), Gale Anderson (Pat Brown), 

Julia, Craig (Pat Brown), Norman Holmberg (Nancy 

Robertson), Charlotte Wunsch (Tameka Kelley), Barbara 

Miano (Tameka Kelley), Family & friends Grieving the 

loss of Peggy Wunsch (EJ Morehead), Earline Currier 

(Pat Brown), Elsie Archaski, Jessy Matthews & Keith Jr. 

Matthews, Trevor & Querida as they begin their parenthood 

(Jessy Matthews).     

Pastoral  Acts  

    

 

                 

From the office ñ 
 

Deadline for the July 2010 Temple Chimes is, 

June 17, 2010.  
 

Please call the church if you go into the hospital, 

convalescent home, or if you need pastoral care. 

We want to ensure that you are well taken care of. 

      With the new privacy laws no institute will  

       provide us with your info. 

 

Please communicate any changes, updates, or  

questions that you may have. If Iôve missed  

      anything, please let me know.  

Administrative Assistant 

Jessica Sierra 

(860) 224-2475 ext.10 

June Youth Group Activities  

 

Fatherôs Day, 

 Sunday, June 20th 
Bring your fathers in for the 

youth groupôs famously known 

Swedish Pancake Breakfast 

Fundraiser. 

 

Friday night, June 25th 
The youth group heads out 

to watch the New Britain 

Rock Cats take on the Port-

land Sea Dogs. Itôs Nutmeg 

State FCU Baseball Give-

away night, plus a Pyro 

Show!!  Fun, Fun!!! Please 

talk with Bre if you would 

like to help chaperone! 

 

A Heads up for July 
The youth Summer mission trip to North Carolina 

July 3-July 10 
Summer of Spirit (S.O.S.)=this summerôs youth pro-

gram:  Monday nights July 12-Aug 30 

First Communion 

William Erik Visalga  April 3, 2010 

Alexus Brielle Farr  May 2, 2010 

Hannah Nicholle Farr  May 2, 2010 

Affirmation of Baptism  

Alfred DePaolis   May 16, 2010 

Carol DePaolis   May 16, 2010 

 

The Farr Family invites you to a fundraiser on 

behalf of Research for Urea Cycle Disorders. 

A fun filled day begins at 1pm, Saturday, June 

5th, including activities for children, free food 

and drinks, and a band and DJ at 5pm. The day 

takes place at 862 Babcock Hill Road in Coven-

try, CT. See Marianne Farr for more details. 
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M O V I E  N I G H TM O V I E  N I G H TM O V I E  N I G H T    
   

A LL A RE WELCOME! 
 

Popcorn, Lemonade & Snacks served  
 

June 19  Saturday 7pm  

OUTDOOR 
SCREENING 
The Wizard of OZ  
 

New Members, New Columnééééé. 
 

MeetéMarianne Farr 

Itôs Now! Itôs New! Itôs For You!  

6:30 Evening Worship ï Come as 

You Are. 

With this sign on the front steps, 

the relationship of Marianne Farr 

to First Lutheran was born. She  

confidently came to a  6:30 worship service one 

Sunday, found a Spirit that renewed her, and 

joined the church several months later. She con-

tinues to feel a welcome that makes her enthusias-

tic about the ministry at FLCR. 
 

Marianne was born in 1956 in Englewood, New 

Jersey to parents Elizabeth and Per-¬ke  (ñOakeò) 

Skoglund, who had just come to America from 

Sweden. They soon moved to New Britain and  

Marianne was actually baptized at First Lutheran, 

where her father painted some of the rooms of the 

church. She graduated from New Britain High 

School in 1974 and in 1981 married Jim Farr.  

Soon after she had children Chris and Jen and 

found herself running a day-care, originally 

started for her own children. This became her 

work, however, for 23 years. Now sheôs retired 

and enjoys helping with the grandchildren as well 

as volunteering at Hartford Hospital. 
 

Marianne is proud of her Swedish heritage and 

visits family and friends in the area around Borås 

(outside Gothenburg) often. Sheôll be making her 

ñto die forò Swedish pancakes for the Fatherôs 

Day breakfast (a fund-raiser for the Youth Group) 

on June 20th, following worship. If you havenôt 

met Marianne, plan to meet her then! 

Boston Globe article highlights  

transformation of Roxbury congregation 

 

The front page the ñBoston Globeò  on May 13, 2010 

carries an article on Resurrection Lutheran Church, 

Roxbury, Mass., which has transformed itself over the 

decades from an all-Swede to a multiethnic par-

ish.  Accompanying the article on ñthe church of 

many colorsò is a photo of Pr. Miriam E. Sedzro and 

Pr. Nathan D. Pipho, Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, North Quincy, Mass., at her recent installa-

tion. Read all about it at http://www.boston.com/

news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/13/

church_of_many_colors/  You might find some ideas 

for a lively future at FLCR, which is not too dissimi-

lar a church in its history and location. 

                                    -Elisabeth Aurand 

Citizens for Quality Sickle Cell Care, Inc. has 

mounted a campaign to let folks know they are here to 

help assure quality and comprehensive medical care 

and support services for children and adults in north-

ern CT with Sickle Cell Disease. The office is at 100 

Arch St., and can be reached at (860) 223-7222 or at 

citizensforquality@sbcglobal.net. Sickle Cell Disease 

is an inherited condition that affects red blood cells, 

causing pain and anemia. More than a million Ameri-

cans have the disease, however some do not they have 

it and it is present in one out of 400 African Ameri-

cans and also found in those whose ancestors are 

Turks, Greeks, Saudi Arabians, Egyptians, Iranians, 

Italians, Latin Americans and those from India. 

All are invited to their 8th Annual Fundraising 

Dinner on June 4th, at 6pm. It will be at CCSU, 

Memorial Hall -Constitution Room. The price for 

adults is $40 (children under 12 yrs free) and $25 

for students with a valid I.D. 

Congratulations 
to all of those 
that we know 

will be graduat-
ing in the month 

of June from school!!!  

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/13/church_of_many_colors/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/13/church_of_many_colors/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/13/church_of_many_colors/
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CONGRATULATIONS, THANK YOU½S, AND REMEMBRANCES 

Each month in the Temple Chimes, we would like to thank, congratulate and remember those in our parish.  Have you seen some-

one do a special deed around the church that you would like to thank?  Is there a special anniversary/birthday coming up?  Call the 

church office 224-2475 if you would like to add a few lines. 

FLCR & the Altar Guild, 

Thank you so very much for the Easter card and the 

lovely plant. It and I are doing well. I appreciate the 

visit from Pastor Aurand and hope I didn't offend her 

with my negativity. Some days things get me down 

but I am mostly cheerful and thankful for the good 

Lord for letting me live this long. On Sunday the 25th 

I would have been married 68 years!! However my 

husband died in our 37th year. Iôm grateful I have my 

darling daughter to care for me. She is above rubies 

and waits on me hand and foot. Iôd be lost without 

her. God bless you and thank you again. 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Madelinne B. Tiede 

To Altar Guild & FLCR: 

To all,  

Thank you so much for the lovely altar flowers that 

were delivered by Gail Bates on May 2 to the hospital. 

Fortunately my stay was fairly short, but so many peo-

ple enjoyed the flowers. 

I also appreciated the visits and phone calls and the 

visits by both Pastors. 

 Sincerely,  

Nancy Gentry  

Dear Pr. Aurand & Members of the Church Council, 
 

On behalf of our Board of Directors, staff, tutors, and 

especially the students of Literacy Volunteers of  

Central CT, Inc., I would like to express our sincere 

gratitude for FLCRôs Silver sponsor donation of $500. 

All gifts donated to the 8th Annual Scrabble  

Tournament will directly support the cost of providing 

quality programs to help low literate adults improve 

their lives through literacy. It is our promise that every 

donation will be used efficiently and effectively.  

Because we utilize volunteers and donated space for 

classes, every dollar you contribute is more than  

doubled in value. 

With FLCRôs help we hope to make an even bigger 

difference in the lives of low literate adults and their 

families this year. Your continued support means so 

much to us! 

                    Sincerely,  

  Darlene Hurtado-Executive Director 

Dear Elisabeth, Alan, and Members of FLCR, 

Thank you for the gracious invitation to attend 

ñTowering Celebration.ò it sounds like a wonderful 

event, and I believe I know just how amazing and 

blessed this milestone is for the people of First. As it 

looks now, Nancy and I will be out of town and un-

able to be with you in person.  

There are biblical words used to describe the patience 

of the people of God learned from our Hebrew ances-

torsðwho waited centuries. One of them describes 

both God and Godôs people as ñlongsuffering.ò you 

have been so. You have waited, endured, prayed, 

maybe even dreamed. But more important, you did 

not let a building stand in the way of doing ministry. 

Your many doings for neighborhood people is noticed 

by all. 

This same building welcomed many of our synod to 

the Book of Faith Festival last Saturday and you 

showed the hospitality and class I admire. The wel-

come and attention to everyoneôs needs were marked. 

Thank you. 

We have a fondness for First that makes us want the 

best for you, and so we will participate in the gifting 

when that time comes. For now we rejoice with you 

and for you, giving thanks to our longsuffering God 

and the particular people known by the initials FLCR. 
 

David and Nancy Olson 

To FLCR,  

I regret that I was unable to attend the day of the 

ñTower Celebration.ò But I wish you Godôs blessings 

on the festive occasion. 

Pr. Paul D. Sinnott 

Ministry Specialist, New England Synod 

Dear First Lutheran Members & Altar Guild,  

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers that were 

delivered to me on Motherôs Day. Theyôre certainly 

lovely and uplift my spirits. Thank you for thinking of 

me. 

 Love to you all, 

Edna Carroll 
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