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J ust as a patriot understands freedom not as  

freedom FROM  -rather, freedom FOR  (that 

is, folks must act responsibly for democracy to 

work), we have responsibility in faith life. As 

FLCR celebrates on May 15th the CT historic  

designation of the building as well as the church 

tower structural work that will allow the congre-

gation to remain at its current location for robust 

ministry, it is worthwhile to think about responsi-

bility in faith life, too.  Indeed, we say that Godôs 

grace fills our hearts to then do ñgood works.ò 

ñGood worksò might be thought of as deeds 

within the church community as well as those to 

the neighbor without.  It would be well for all  

active members of FLCR to be familiar with the 

expectations that new members understand as a 

benchmark for belonging to FLCR.  (The five 

items below were approved by the Membership 

Committee.) As the church moves forward, I hope 

each active member takes his or her responsibili-

ties seriously: 

 1. Worship.  Worship is the heart of the all we 

do.  Folks are expected to attend worship.  The 

Affirmation of Baptism service asks if we have 

the commitment to Live among Godôs faithful 

people. 

This has to do with developing relationships in 

this community and caring for folks, and we do 

this by touching base regularly.  Worship also 

connects us to the Word which refreshes us for  

what we do in this world. A minimum at  

worship might be once every three Sundays. 

Every Sunday worship is best. 

2. The giving of time is another way to develop 

relationships in the community.  As you sign up 

for various areas in church life in which you have 

an interest, you should be thinking of giving at 

least two hours a month. 

3. You are to be willing to use your skills as well,  

as needs arise. 

4. Christians are expected to give of their means 

to charitable causes.  Being a blessing to others is 

part of the ancient call of God to Abraham, and 

passed along to us as heirs of the promises.  We 

should be thinking of giving at least 3% of our 

income after taxes beyond ourselves.  Ten  

percent is a goal. 

5. The Christian life involves expectations of  

loving relationships.  Particularly in congrega-

tional life, where there is a variety of people 

from diverse backgrounds, it is important to 

treat everyone with respect.  We talk to people 

face to face first, if there are issues.  We pray 

for folks who need it.  We are open to whatôs  

going on in peopleôs lives.  We have a responsi-

ble, intentional way of caring for others.  
 

God bless congregational life ï life together. 

~Pastor Elisabeth Aurand  

  

LIFE TOGETHER     

Donõt miss the Trinity Sunday Extravaganza 
    Outdoor Worshipé(weather permitting) 

 Church picnicé 

      Planting the gardené 

     Sunday, May 30th  
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There is a difference between a plot of land on which 
vegetables grow and a garden. 
 
A garden is something that is tended.  It is cared for and 
loved.  It is tilled thoughtfully and with patience.  It is 
weeded, watered, planted and watched.   
 
Within a garden we can find hope.  Hope for seeds to 
germinate and produce flowers, pollen and food.  Hope 
for rain and bright sunny days.  Hope for a bountiful 
harvest. 
 
Christ himself tells us the story of the sower and the 
seeds.  If seeds are tossed thoughtlessly and land on 
rocks or amidst thorny patches, they will not grow.  But 
seeds sown in soil tended and loved bear 
fruit.  These seeds grow to provide food 
that in turn sustains the lives of us all.  
 
But an untended garden is a depressing 
place.  Sure, flowers can grow, but they 
may remain unseen.  Seeds can indeed 
produce vegetables, but they may rot and 
drop to the ground or whither from lack of 
water.  Untended gardens are places of 
thorns and weeds.  They are places 
forgotten.   
 
In the same way a church can be a garden or it can be  
a plot of land.   
 
Though we have a church building (hurrah), pews to fill 
and even liturgies to follow... These things mean nothing 
without the love and care we give themñnamely, the 
love and care Christ gives to us.   

 
A church building 
can be an empty 
placeñeven when 
filled with peopleñ
unless those people 
are bound together, 
in relationship with 
one another, 
through the love of 
Christ.   

Pews in that church will remain empty unless they are 
tended.  Can you see the physical similarities between 
the image of freshly 
plowed rows of dirt 
and the beauty of 
our rows of brown 
pews... wooden, 
hewn from the gifts 
of the earth itself.  
How do we tend 
our pews?  How do 
we care for  the 
òseedsó planted 
there?   
 

And our liturgy, the structure of our 
worship that holds together the Word 
and Sacraments.  The structure that 
provides the medium for our praise, 
prayer and singing.  Liturgy needs our 
thoughtfulness, our care and our loveñ
to be the garden where we can meet the 
risen Christ standing quietly outside the 
empty tomb. 
 
Our church is our garden.  How do we 
tend our garden?   
 

Are we planting our seeds with care?  Are we nourishing 
and watering our soil?  Are we doing what we need to 
do to grow in Christõs love?   
 
Are we watching with joy the fruits of our labor?  The 
voices raised in song on Easter Day... the trumpets... the 
flowers... the first communion of little Will Visalga... the 
HUGE choir we had at our Alleluia Service... the 
tending of our community garden and the care with 
which many have already donated seeds, tools and time. 
 
Our garden is a place of hope.  Christõs hope... in which 
we share. 
 
May we continue to live in that hope and share in the 
love of the One who loves us.  Peace! 
 
 Dr. Jen Kilps 

Director of Congregational Life 

 How does your garden grow? 

When we see land as a 
community to which we 
belong, we may begin to use 
it with love and respect. 
 

-Aldo Leopold  
A Sand County Almanac  

Be a gardener:  Dig a 
ditch , toil and sweat, and 
turn the earth  upside-down.   
Take this food and drink 
and carry it to God as your  
true worship. 
 

-Julian of Norwich 
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FLCR Council Minutes  

March 22, 2010 
 

Council called to order at 7:00pm on the above date. Pr. Aurand 

led the devotions with an inquiry. How do we view our steward-

ship and service to the church. Most of the council related that 

we are very upbeat and there but still a work in progress. 
 

Motion was made to accept the Annual Minutes-Carried. 
 

Motion to accept January minutes-carried with correction-delete 

ñwhose home was damaged by fire.ò 
 

Special February meeting minutes-to be revisited. 
 

Pastorôs report advised us of the Hazmat Study which we will be 

receiving matching funds from a grant . We reviewed appoint-

ment of Jon Peterson on the  Endowment committee, motion to 

appoint John was carried. Pastor reviewed the need for steward-

ship  volunteers. A motion to appoint Walter and Linda Carlson 

to be Synod Representatives this year. Motion was made and 

carried. Our Youth Advisors chaperones this year if approved 

will be Brad Bradford for the New York Trip. Motion to  

approve, carried.  
 

Pastor advised us of the Maundy Thursday volunteers needed. 

Craig Diangelo has volunteered to be our Thrivent Liaison for 

this year. Craig advised us that the mayorôs office will be doing a 

study for Historic Designation and that a meeting on Wednesday 

at 6:30pm on March 24, 2020 was open to the public, the areas 

they wish to designate include Franklin Avenue. 
 

The Census Bureau will be using our building on 3/23/10-

4/14/10. 
 

Jen Kilps, Director of Congregational Life, reported that the tee 

shirts will be ready for the events that we plan, the price is 

$12.00. If anyone serves at any of our service projects they will 

be able to purchase them for $4.00.  
 

Synod is holding their Book Of Faith project at First. It is an 

honor for our church to be chosen. The event will be held on 

May 1, 2010. We need volunteers for this event, too.   
 

Next, our ñtowering celebrationò will be held on May 15, 2010. 

Celebrating that the towers will be repaired by Cintec Corp at a 

cost much less than originally thought.  
 

Jen is putting together a welcome booklet, a very professional 

endeavor. The text was completed by Pastor Aurand, Nancy 

Gentry and edited by Jen Kilps, and Gail Buchholz.  
 

Our community garden is on track. We are applying for a grant 

to link our pasta suppers with our community gardens.  
 

We will be offering a Vacation Bible School this year. At no cost 

to the children. We will be co-sponsoring this with St. Johns  

Lutheran Church and perhaps other churches. Volunteers will 

need background checks. 
 

Outreach reported that they will be revisiting the evening service 

at 6:30 pm to improve it even more. Bruce Fletcher and Alan 

reported on 7 for 77. Bruce reported that we would be doing a 

parking lot study in conjunction with Outreach Committee to see 

if our entrance and exit can be accomplish from the driveway 

that we now use for the entrance only, we will implement this  

experiment next council meeting.  
 

Alan reported that we are in the process of creating a new  

mission statement. We will be sending out thank you letters to 

Eric Nilsson, Wendy Whicher, Jessica Sierra and John Darrow 

for all of the work they have done to help our church to be  

accepted on the Ct Registry for Historic places.  
 

Under New Business: Due to our recent designation as member 

of the Ct Register of Historic Places we have a grant from the Ct 

Trust of matching funds to do an environmental study. Hazmat 

will be retained to do the study. A motion to take the matching 

funds of $2235.00 from line item Mega account 2006 for this 

study was made and carried. 
 

Nancy Gentry reminded us that if we have submitted a requisi-

tion for payment, we can expect to be paid no sooner than 7 to 10 

days later. The bills must go to the accountant. 
 

A motion was made to donate funds to Literacy Volunteers of 

$500.00 from our Mission Funds, carried. 
 

We reviewed recent insurance options with companies Charity 

First, The Philadelphia Company, and Church Mutual who gave 

a very thorough inspection of the property and advised us that the 

stain glass windows were valued in the millions. Due to financial 

constraints at this time we will be continuing with the existing 

insurance company until June 2010 when the policy will be up 

for renewal. 
 

Property -A motion made to approve the removal of the shrubs 

and bushes from the Youth Center that may be causing damage 

to the basement due to overgrowth of roots, to be completed by a 

joint team from First Lutheran and the El Shaddai congregation 

volunteers, carried. 
 

Youth and Family-A motion was made to approve the scholar-

ship of Karl Nilsson for the Music Program at Lutheran Music 

Camp. To be taken from the Johnson Memorial Fund in the 

amount of $500.00, carried. 
 

Alyssa Hughes was accepted to Summer Theological Academy 

of the program Theological Education with Youth (TEY) as a 

participant. 
 

Any youth wishing to serve at our pasta dinners must report to 

the Pasta Captain. If they are not needed that night they may eat 

dinner and must be picked up by a family member. 
 

We adjourned at 9:00 pm with the benediction. 

Next meeting on April 19, 2010 
 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown, Secretary 

EXECUTIVE MEETING MINUTES  

 MARCH 2, 2010 
 

Executive Committee met at 7:00pm.  

We discussed bringing the nomination of John Peterson to 

be appointed to the Endowment Committee. Approved - 

We will bring this to the Council. 
 

We also need volunteers to attend the Sturbridge event on 

June 3, 2010 thru June 6, 2010.  We will bring this to  

council as well.  The New England Synod is also  holding 

the Book of Faith event at First Lutheran on May 1, 2010 

Saturday  from 8:30am to 4:30 pm, and Jen needs volun-

teers for this event. 
 

The electrician has been paid for his services and has yet to 

perform the service.  Will refer to property. 
 

We will be abiding by a chain of command for future  

inquiries and comments.  Anyone who needs to have any 

situation or condition clarified will see the Pastor first. 
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Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 

March 14, 2010 
 

6:30 Service Evaluation:  Pastor distributed an article describing 

a process for evaluating this service.  She also requested that we 

think about any anecdotes or other information that we should 

share in our evaluation process. The evaluation will take place at 

our next meeting. 

Alleluia Service:  The second in our series of Jazz services will 

be at 6:30 on April 11th.  ñLite Bitesò: Gail will do early set up; 

Bruce to follow up.  Nancy Michalski will put an ad in the  

Herald. 

Advertising:  Nancy will put a paid ad in the Herald for our 

Easter Week Services.  Pastor has submitted news items to the 

Courant and Rare Reminder and will continue to do this. 

Towers Celebration, May 15th:  Outreach will have a table with 

flyers, tee shirts, and a special gift for members of the media. 

Takeaway Bags for Visitors:  Gail will look into bags and  

contents and we will finalize this project at our next meeting. 

New Church Banners:  This project is on hold pending evaluation 

of the 6:30 service. 

Jenôs Time: 

Annual Meeting Survey Results:  23 were returned.  The 

9:00 service is popular with the majority of those respond-

ing.  A reworked survey may be sent to members as one of 

Firstôs Stewardship Events this year. 

Sarah Zalewski has worked on the bulletin boards in the 

lower level. 

Jen is working on future Meet Up events. 

She distributed copies of the draft of the new Church Welcome 

Booklet for new members and new regular attendees and  

requested input from the committee members. Jen has de-

signed a Green Tee Shirt which will promote ñgreenò activi-

ties by First Lutheran members and First Lutheran as a com-

munity supporting green activities.  She presented a flyer  

promoting sales of the shirts.  Sign ups to purchase the shirts 

will be available in Fellowship Hall. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  

MARCH 2, 2010 
 

We discussed the process for the pasta Lenten supper on March 

10 and a couple of related items.  Gail brought Marianne  

downstairs to show her some things regarding the dinner. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Gentry, Chair 

She is also working on a catchy calendar that will promote 

our events two to three months ahead so members can plan 

for them. 

2010 Expenses: 

Social and Ministry Events:  Summer Movie Night, Summer 

Fellowship Hour, Bread for the World Sunday:  We will continue 

to host and promote these events. 

Church Brochures:  We will revise and reprint in summer. 

Takeaway Bags for Visitors:  In the works. 

Special Service Musicians:  We plan to have 4-5 special 

6:30 services this year. 

Door Hangers and Postcards:  We will have an event in the 

fall in another neighborhood using the remaining hangers 

and cards that we already have. 

Herald Church Directory:  Bruce will bring a copy to our 

next meeting so we can decide if we want to continue paying 

for inclusion in the directory. 

Herald Advertising:  This will be our primary paid print  

medium for 2010.  Nancy Michalski will manage this    

function on behalf of the committee. 

Web Site Hosting and Maintenance:  This item should move 

out of the Outreach Budget.  We will follow up with this for 

the next budget term. 

New Promotional Ideas for 2010:  We need to move toward 

including non-print media in our promotional activities, such 

as the use of social networks on the Internet. We need to find 

ways to capitalize on our web site. Billboards and Face Book 

ads will be considered.  Bruce has obtained information for 

us on Billboard availability and costs.  We will consider this 

for the summer when families traditionally move to new 

cities and towns. 
 

Next Meeting:  April 18th, 4:30 p.m.  Note: this is a  

departure from our current second Sunday meeting time. 

Respectfully submitted, Gail Buchholz 

We will note in the Temple Chimes and announce that a 

calendar of church events is located in the mailroom across 

from room five. It is updated weekly. If anyone wishes to 

arrange a function they may consider the calendar and then 

refer the scheduling of the event to the Pastor.  We request 

120 day notice if at all possible.  Our church secretary is 

also compiling a list of members of each committee so that 

anyone needing the information will know who the mem-

bers of each committee and their chair persons are. 
 

We recommend, and affirm, that our church member, 

Tameka Kelley is in compliance with our policy  to use the 

church facilities for two fundraisers so that her son, Elijah 

Morehead can attend a conference in Europe this summer 

in the capacity of Ambassador.  He will be attending  

conferences and have an agenda of studies and a service 

project to complete. Tameka will also be able to post the 

event in our newsletter if she would like to. 
 

A motion was made to donate the free will offering on 

March 10, 2010 service to Pathways Senderos.  Carried. 
 

Our next meeting will be on April 6, 2010 
 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown 

Special Church Council Meeting Minutes 

February 28, 2010 
 

A special meeting of the Church Council was brought to order by 

President Alan Robertson at 10:18 A.M. Pastor Aurand led us in 

prayer. 
 

Special Guest was Cindy Pavano. 
 

Alan asked Cindy to express her concern about the 11:00 A.M. 

service on Easter. Cindy explained her situation and how the 

time of the service would affect her responsibilities as concerns 

bell choir and the band. 
 

After some discussion, it was decided that any future changes 

and departures from the routine would be brought before all  

concerned well in advance of any action being taken. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:50 A.M. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Nancy Gentry, Recorder 
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Minutes from 7 for 77 meeting  

March 7, 2010 
 

 Committee met at approximately 10:40am. We had a guest 

speaker Steve Hard, Executive Director from the New Britain 

Arts Alliance. 
 

We began with a prayer -Led by Steve Hard 
 

Mr. Hard spoke about the New Britain Arts Alliance and their 

function. The have a web site, on which FLCR is pictured and 

listed. The New Britain Arts Alliance acts as an liaison between 

the cultural groups and activities, and the community at large. In 

this capacity the events at FLCR are of interest to this Alliance 

because it benefitôs the community at large.  Mr. Hard gave us 

many suggestions and information  regarding our special ñTower 

Eventò. That is, celebrating the repair of the towers using the 

Cintec anchoring method, and First Lutheranôs acceptance into 

the Ct Historic Register as well as our application to the National 

Historic Register.   
 

We discussed the letter we received from the state Dept. of  

Tourism, about the effects of being on the National Historic  

Register. One of the items in the letter was reference to a set of 

statutes which are designed to give state citizens standing to  

challenge unwarranted destruction of historic structures." See the 

reference to the statute as follows. 
 

Regarding the National Historic Register, in addition to the many 

benefits this designation offers FLCR, we also are grouped under 

section 22a-15 through 22a-19. ñ This statue, directs that the  

provisions of section 22a-15 through 22a-19  inclusive, of the CT 

Environmental Protection Act, which permit legal recourse for 

the unreasonable destruction of the states resources, shall also be 

applied to the historic structures and landmarks of the state.ò 
 

We will be testing the new parking situation on March 22, 2010. 

We will be entering and exiting from our normal exiting drive 

way in an effort to assess the feasibility of changing our exiting 

area to both an entrance and an exit process. 
 

Pastor reported that Joe Porcaroôs firm had sent out all of the bids 

to begin the tower work and that the expected start date would be 

after May 1, 2010. 
  

We are working on a new mission statement. Some of the 

thoughts regarding this are as follows: 

First in outreach to youth and families. 

First with in-reach providing inspiring worship and weekday 

opportunities to enrich Christian living. 

First by reaching out in mission and hospitality to those in 

greater New Britain and beyond. 

First in nurturing our youth and families. 

First in providing inspiring worship to enrich Christian faith. 

First in reaching out to our neighbors in need. 

First puts First things First-First our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

First is a place where you can seek and find God, and his plan 

for you. 

First in caring for our neighbors.   
 

Jen Kilps presented an outline for our Great Towering  

Celebration and we divided into sub teams to work on pulling 

this celebration together. Pastor, Pat and Nancy will work on  

publicity and put together a Press Pack. 
 

Jen, Craig, and Bruce will work on the speakers and whom to 

invite, plan the tours of our church, and timing of the events. Jen, 

 Tameka, Beth, and Pat will work on what kind of celebration we 

are presenting, High Tea, or, catered affair, with champagne and 

canapés, a tent with crafts and events and games for the children 

in the community who attend.    
 

Our next meeting will be on April 11, 2010 after church service 

& another on April 18, 2010 if necessary. 
 

We adjourned at 11:59am 
 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Brown 

Youth & Family Minutes 

3/14/10 
 

Vacation Bible School: 

ñBaubob Blastò version- K-6th grade 

It will be a ñno stress VBSò in the mornings 

The week of August 1st 

Free 
Pasta Suppers: 

New Pasta Supper Policy: 

Come to eat dinner 

Come to serve when you are member of 

monthôs pasta team 

Come to serve when working on service 

project, cleared with Pastor 

If bring friends, need to check in w/ pasta 

captain that month or Pastor 
 

We are recommending, to Pastor, that Pasta Dinners have 

their own committee 
 

Youth Group: 

Extra help! : Tracy Ellis has been helping out with 

the youth group every week 

Youth Sunday- March 21st 

Final worship rehearsal- Sat. 20th @ 7:00  (cancelled. 

Not needed) 

Youth raised $165 on carnation fundraiser (our 1st 

fundraiser of the year!) 

Bread selling fundraiser will be Easter weekend 

At the Tower Party in May, we are considering  

selling grinders for fundraiser 

Considering doing a car wash in summer for another 

fundraiser 

NYC trip- April 16 th-18th. Leave Friday at 4:00 p.m. 

Chaperons: Brad Bradford, Jen Kilps, and Bre Johnson 
 

Church School: 

1st lock-in!- March 26th-27th 

May 15th, Tower Party: Church School chalk por-

traits for $1 & candy booth 

Average of 11 kids 

Saturday, June 5th @ 1:00 p.m.: CJôs Fund (benefit for 

CJ Farr)- 

862 Babcock Hill Rd. Coventry, CT.  
 

**Next Meeting: April 25 th @ 4:30**  
 

Respectfully Submitted, Alyssa Hughes  
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Mission Task Force Minutes 

February 23, 2010 
 

Open with Prayer 
 
Seafarers:  Lisa Jaksina reported that she wrote a Thank 

You letter to Ruth Setaro for her Temple Talk on Feb. 7th. 

She also talked with Ruth about planning a cookie bake 

sale to fill the Seafarers Tins. We hope to schedule this 

event for summer or fall. An ad will be placed in Temple 

Chimes to ask for volunteers and a coordinator. From 

LisaðAt our last meeting, Jan 19, 2010 we spoke of going 

to NYC on a mission trip. I contacted Ruth Setaro from 

Seafarers and asked if there was mission work we could do 

there and she directed me to Mark Drige about mission in 

NYC. He stated we were welcome to stay at Seafarers. 

Rate $85 a room=$44 for 2 people in a room. Mark sug-

gested I contact Pastor Bill from Trinity Lutheran East Side 

in Manhattan. Mark informed me that they do have a soup 

kitchen at TLC and opportunity to volunteer. Staying at 

TLC is available also for $20 per person per night, how-

ever it is on the Church floor and we need to bring our own 

bedding. I did not contact Pastor Bill, however, Mark 

stated they are booked through April 2010. I would be will-

ing to contact Pastor Bill with the committeeôs approval. 
 
Church World Service relief kits for Haiti:  As of today, 

the congregation created 52 Hygiene Kits and 8 Baby Kits 

to be sent to Haiti though CWS with a total of $120 in 

processing fees. The kits are BEAUTIFUL and the  

congregation did a wonderful job!!!!! Jen is proud! 
 

We agreed on the following planned Mission  

Opportunities:  

March 16th, Tuesday at IRIS in New Haven to help 

refugees learn English by acting as ñConversation 

Partners.ò We will leave church at 11:30 am and  

return by 3pm. We will have lunch with our refugee 

partners at IRIS. 

April 24th 10:00am, Saturday at Urban Oaks organic 

farm in New Britain. 

May 30th 10:00 am, Sunday - Our Garden Planting Day 

+ lunch. 

June or July  - overnight trip to NYC  

August ï overnight in Boston. 
 

Preparations and plans for community garden 

March 21st ï Claire Matthews from Shoreline Soup 

Kitchen Garden will be our guest at coffee hour to  

discuss the spirituality of community gardening and to 

give us tips for organizing our garden. The youth will be 

leading worship that Sunday and plan to focus on growth 

and the garden.   

(May 2nd Outreach is hosting a coffee hour around the 

theme of ñplanting seedsò.) 

Jen will be heading up a plan to plant seedlings for our 

garden. These will be set to germinate in the Library since 

it gets such good sunlight. Every effort will be made to 

involve the congregation especially the Sunday School. 

Leslie said she will try and work this theme into the  

curriculum. Urban Oaks will also donate plants to us for 

volunteering. 

Bruce will be organizing efforts to till the ground and  

putting down groundcover in preparation for Planting Day. 

He and Jen will gather volunteers for this event. 

May 30th is our Garden Planting Day with a picnic after-

ward. We hope to make this a church wide event asking 

property if they wanted to have a clean-up day that same 

morning so we could all picnic together.   

We are going to publish a ñWish Listò for the garden in 

the bulletin and Temple Chimes asking for donations of 

picnic tables, large pots and containers for plants and  

plastic childrenôs swimming pools (which also make good 

plant holders) and a compost tumbler.   

We would also like to clear the ground on the south side 

of the education building (beside Jessicaôs office) to possi-

bly plant pumpkins and squash (which tend to spread). We 

are looking for volunteers to help with this.  

We are going to make the bulletin board in the lounge area 

of Fellowship Hall as our Community Garden bulletin 

board. 
 

Tower Party on May 15th 

Since each committee is being asked to contribute in some 

way to this effort we talked about what we could do. We 

are going to think about this but would like to somehow 

feature our churchôs work in the community. Maybe a tent?   
 

T-Shirts 

An idea brought up also at Outreach meetings is that of 

ordering T-Shirts that can be used when we work outside 

and around the neighborhood. We want the t-shirts to be 

green reflecting  our ñGreen Ministryò and gardening 

themes and to include the ELCA tag-line ñGodôs Work - 

Our Hands.ò Lisaôs nephew Todd Sandquist works at All 

Star Apparel and she is sure he would give us a good deal 

(he was baptized here).   Jen and Lisa will follow up.  
 

We didnôt have time to talk about these  3 topics: 

Pasta supper items 

Funding/grant ï Jen, Lisa, Tameka & Craig 

Pasta thank you partyé it is the 3rd anniversary of Pasta 

Suppers on July 1st weekend.  This might be a good time 

for a party. 

Refugee family resettlement for fall? 

Advertizing the Fletcherôs Mission Trip to Bolivia  this 

summer as an opportunity to the whole congregation!!! 
 

Our next meeting is set for April 6 th at 7pm. 
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M  other's Day is here 
again!   Even though it is a Hallmark Holiday, 
it's a nice one -  a day of remembering and   

appreciating.   I don't remember having a 
grandma -  one died long before I was born, the 

other when I was but three.   My mom made 
up for that by being so terrific.   Being  a mom 
is great; being a  grandmother is absolutely 

grand.  
   But I have another mother on my mind right 

about now.   One who is, obviously, universally 
respected and sometimes feared.   That would 
be Mother Nature.  

   Lately she's been going overboard, strutting 
her stuff.   She's been doing this foreveré    

literally -  with variations of ice and heat, flood 
and drought through ages beyond our ken.  

   Recently, though, she has been downright 
shameless in showing off her power.   In the 
past months her range of abilities have       

become frighteningly evident. The power of 
sudden upheavals of the earth's surface have 

wrought astounding destruction, loss of life, 
and horror.  
   Haiti and Chile, and now the Tibet section of 

western China are the most spectacular among 
the earthquakes that have shaken us to 

pieces.   Wild fires, floods, melting glaciers   
tornadoes, and mudslides have had a go at it 
as well.  

   Currently Mother Nature is making  a major 
point about who is in charge as the Iceland 

volcano spews its innards into dark and     
dangerous (not to mention slow moving) 
clouds making their way eastward across 

Europe.  
   Her latest power show makes it perfectly 

clear who is in charge. It is not only an      
ecological and health problem, but also it has 
hit the human population right in its wallet.  

   Airlines have lost huge sums of money as 
planes languish in airports and their would be 

passengers lives put on hold.  
   Other tricks of this Mother are less obvious 
but also potentially lethal.   Bats, bees, and 

butterflies -  just little things -are dying       
mysteriously and disappearing and we seem to 

be powerless to save them.   Without this 
threesome to fill their appointed roles the   
balance of nature is thrown out of sync.   Ditto  

for the creatures inhabiting our brooks, lakes, 

and oceans.  
   Is all of this a part of the natural evolution of 

life on this planet or are we pesky humans   
capable of causing some of these potential  
disasters?   Are we capable of reversing        

apparent trends?   Or are we merely laughable 
as we talk "green" on one hand and continue 

to pollute indiscriminately on the other?   Have 
we the power to barricade against an angry 
tsunami?   Are we, perhaps, pitifully arrogant in 

our attempts?  
   Could it be that Mother Nature simply is   

determined to flex her muscle over our        
behavior and express her frustration and     
anger?   We all know how powerful and single 

minded mothers can be when driven to the 
wall, and "if mama ain't happy, ain't nobody 

happy" as the T -shirts tell us.  
   But we all know, deep down, that mothers 

love us anyway and eventually relent.   Thank 
God!  
   And Relent Season is upon us.   Mother     

Nature annually softens her hard heart and 
gifts us  with the month of May.   Is there a 

more beautiful, gentle, more miraculously 
awesome time of the year?   The amazing 
shades of green unfurling in the woods, yards, 

and gardens make us catch our breath and we 
think about running barefoot in the cool 

grass.   Even the dandelions are welcomed in 
the early days.  
   The intense blue of the sky showcases puffy, 

white, non -storm clouds.   The early drifts of 
daffodils and tulips have pleased and passed, 

but they are followed rapidly by much, much 
more.   Lilacs perfume the air. Magnolia petals 
carpet lawns, azaleas compete with one      

another in a riot of colors.   Blossoming trees 
offer the promise of fruits to come.  

   Garden paths beckon us to follow to quiet 
places where we can linger and reflect on the 
exquisite landscape that Mother Nature      

presents once more.   Hope and promise are in 
the air as are bird song and nesting rituals.  

   All  may not be forgiven, but for now all is 
well and we seize the moment.   Let's each 
take some time to celebrate our own mothers 

and Mother Nature as together we enjoy God's 
gift of this season of renewed life.   Share May.  
 
~Diane Wolf  

Celebrate Mother  
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WOW! WERE THEY THREE GREAT DAYS WOW! WERE THEY THREE GREAT DAYS 
é AND MORE!é AND MORE!  
  

Our own indefatigable musicians and our welcome guests Our own indefatigable musicians and our welcome guests 
made worship a moving experience throughout Aprilmade worship a moving experience throughout April   

 
Without thanking everyone by name as usual, 
let me thank the adult and youth choirs, band, 
bell choir, vocal section leaders, professional 
instrumentalists, and the Alleluia Choir for all 

they did from Palm Sunday through the Alleluia Service April 
11. Please check out samples of  our work at http://
www.1stlutherannb.org/MusicArts/Lent2010.aspx. 
 

I must name and thank Cindy Pavano and Wayne Dixon for 
their huge investment of  time and talent. Cindy played piano 
and keyboard throughout Holy Week and directed the Bell 
Choir on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Wayne made the 
Alleluia Service a joyful and Spirit-filled occasion with his soul-
ful vocals and upbeat music. 
 

Sincere thanks also to each member of  our church family who 
took the time to show your appreciation to our singers and 
instrumentalists. Your support is the feedback we need to con-
tinue doing ministry among you. 
 

Two special individuals made a big difference to us allTwo special individuals made a big difference to us all   
 

Gail Buchholz put on a splendid Easter Sunday 
brunch with able assistance from Jennifer 
Kilps. The brunch was given in memory of  
Carolyn Magnuson, who had put on a brunch 
for the choir, band and bell choir for as long as 
anyone can remember. A good time was had by all. 
 

These two ladies also spearheaded the joyful Alleluia Service 
Sunday evening, April 11. To be handed a willing choir of  20 
members, most of  whom had never sung for me before, was a 
priceless gift. We had fun praising God for giving Jesus to take 
away our sins. Many of  the Alleluia Choir singers said they 
enjoyed the experience and would sing again. 
 
The New Britain Chorale sang their spring concert hereThe New Britain Chorale sang their spring concert here  

 

The New Britain Chorale, in permanent residence 
here since the first of  the year, sang six cantatas of  J.S. 
Bach with four professional soloists and the Connecti-
cut Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra Sunday, April 18. An 
audience of  about 200 enjoyed the full chorus opening 

and closing each work, and the excellent soloists carrying the 
inner sections of  each. A highlight for one concertgoer was 
Cantata #50 for double choir, in which the four soloists 
formed an antiphonal choir which alternated with the Chorale. 

They converged near the end of  the cantata with a brightness 
of tone befitting the text, òNow is the health and the strength 
and the kingdom and might of  our God and of  his Christ 
come to us, for he is cast down now who was accusing them 
day and night to God.ó 
 

The final week of the Easter season will be exciting!The final week of the Easter season will be exciting!  
 

Sunday, May 23 is the Day of  Pentecost, the fiftieth 
day of Easter. The Easter season is a òweek of 
weeks,ó seven Sundays, plus Pentecost Sunday, when 
we celebrate Godõs gift to us of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Sunday, May 30 is our Memorial Day Weekend outdoor wor-
ship in the south parking lot. The band leads the upbeat music 
in praise of  the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
whom we celebrate that day. 
 
 

Two Special ConcertsTwo Special Concerts  
  

On Sunday, May 2 at 5:00 P.M., the formidable talents of  The 
Hartt School Choruses, Hartt Symphony Orchestra, Con-
necticut Children's Chorus, Hartford Chorale, and the choir 
of  the Cathedral of  St. Joseph combine to perform Benjamin 
Britten's War Requiem, conducted by Christopher Zimmerman. 
Featuring soloists Jonita Lattimore, soprano; William Hite, 
tenor; and David Murray, baritone. Marked by the juxtaposi-
tion of  Wilfred Owen's poetry and the text of  the Latin Mass, 
the Requiem presents in strong and poignant terms the brutal-
ity and, for Britten, futility of  war. 
 

Thursday, May 13 at 7:30 P.M. and Saturday, May 15 at 8:00 
P.M., The Hartford Chorale joins the New Haven Symphony 
Orchestra conducted by William Boughton in Beethovenõs 
Ninth (òChoraló) Symphony, with its òOde to Joyó finale. 
Thursday is at Woolsey Hall at Yale, tickets newhavensym-
phony.org; Saturday at the Quick Auditorium at Fairfield Uni-
versity, tickets quickcenter.com. 

  

MUSIC SCHEDULEMUSIC SCHEDULE  
Season of Easter 2010Season of Easter 2010  
Sun., May 2, 9, 16: 9:30 A.M. Bell Choir rehearsal, Rm. 5 
Wed., May. 5, 19, 26: 7:00 P.M. Choir rehearsal, Choir Rm.  
NO CHOIR WED., MAY 12 
Thu. May 6, 20, 27: 7:00 Band rehearsal, Nave 
NO BAND WED., MAY 13 

 
 

Happy Easter Season, 
Bill Hively, Minister of Music, (860) 224Bill Hively, Minister of Music, (860) 224--2475, ext. 14; 2475, ext. 14;   

bhively@1stlutherannb.orgbhively@1stlutherannb.org  

Music NewsMusic NewsññMay, 2010May, 2010  
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Prayer List 
 

May 2010 
 

 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. Please 

write names on the welcome cards or yellow cards in the 

pews or call them in to the office. Thank you. 

 

Note: Names in parentheses are those who submitted 

the names they follow 

 

Kathy G. (Pat Brown), Lori (Pat Brown), Pat 

Hamilton (Gail Bates), Gale Anderson (Pat 

Brown), Karen, Donald, Maria P. (Pat Brown), 

Jamie Botteon & her family, Jesse, family & 

friends mourning the death of Nick Salza, Toby 

Salza, Adam & John (Wendell Wood), the Johnson 

family (Pat Brown), Irene Lukasiewski (Pat 

Brown), Laura Dion (Pat Brown), Mae Eisen-

hardt, Mike Armando (Louis Sacco) Dale Foberg 

(Don Fobergôs wife), the Clark family (Pat 

Brown), the Dubois family (Pat Brown), Wayne 

Lord (Pat Brown), Dean Lord (Pat Brown), Penny 

Kinney (Pat Brown), Joe Pavano (Cindy Pavano), 

Rose Huie (Pat Brown), Rita & Keenen Black (Pat 

Brown), the Bradley family mourning death of 

Tyrone Bedell (Jessica Sierra), Rick Guinness, 

Sister & Mom of the Chamber family (Pat 

Brown), Lois Arena (Ralph Holmstrom), Julia (Pat 

Brown), Craig (Pat Brown). 

From the office ñ 
 

Deadline for the June 2010 Temple Chimes is, 

May 17, 2010.  
 

Please call the church if you go into the hospital, 

convalescent home, or if you need pastoral care. 

We want to ensure that you are well taken care of. 

      With the new privacy laws no institute will  

       provide us with your info. 

 

Please communicate any changes, updates, or  

questions that you may have. If Iôve missed  

      anything, please let me know.  

Administrative Assistant 

Jessica Sierra 

(860) 224-2475 ext.10 

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a 

SPECIAL COFFEE HOUR  

Sunday May 2  

 

Planting Seeds in Our Community 

 

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring this 

special coffee hour to raise awareness of the 

importance of reaching out to our friends and 

neighbors in order to plant the seeds of Jesusõ 

love. 

 

At this event will be planting seeds for our 

community garden in starter pots while sharing 

in fellowship and fun!  

 

Please join us! 

GARDEN PLANTING AND  
CHURCH PICNIC  

 

May 30 
Sunday 10am 

In our garden out back! 
 
Come join us as we plant our FLCR Community 

Garden!  Proceeds of which feed the gardeners 

and supply veggies for our Pasta Suppers!   
 

Church Picnic to follow at noon!  
 

More details coming soon! 
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New Members, New Columnééééé. 
 

Meet Rick Guinness  
Rick became a member of FLCR on 

January 31st, 2010, and you can usually 

find him playing the drums at 9 AM 

worship. Rick credits his remission from 

papillary carcinoma and lympho-

sarcoma, with which he was diagnosed 

in 1976-78, to Godôs healing. He has been in remis-

sion since 1980 and ñon the moveò ever since. First he 

received his media associates degree and  then a BA 

in political science, and a BS in communications. He 

became a staff writer for the New Britain Herald. 

Nowadays he writes a web site ï although otherwise 

isnôt writing due to disability. However we are very 

happy he is not too disabled to be a valued member of 

the FLCR band and our church. Join him sometime at 

coffee hour and let him tell you about the hope and 

assurance for the Christian by way of faith in Godôs 

mighty acts. 

National Day of Prayer: May 6, 2010. 
 

Holy God, in the beauty of a spring evening 
we bring to you our minds, our understanding. 
We bring to you our eyes, our seeing. 
We bring to you our words, our speaking. 
We bring to you our hearts, our thinking. 
 

Holy God, in the pathos of a warring world 
we need and ask for clarity of mind, 
for purity of eyes, 
for cleanness of mouth, 
for generosity of heart. 
 

Holy God, in the life of the Beloved Community 
we want to have articulate and expansive minds. 
We want to have perceptive sight and insight. 
We want to use speech than honors you. 
We want to have hearts that bring peace. 
We want to do acts that bring enemies together. 
Amen. May it be so. 
 

Muriel T. Stackley is the author of a chapbook of 

poetry calling for just-peace: War is a god that 

demands human sacrifice. 

STEWARDSHIP 2010 

GIVING TO GOD: the Bibleôs Good News about Liv-

ing a Generous Life  is the title of the book read by 

FLCRôs Stewardship Study group. If youôve never 

thought of stewardship as ñgood news,ò itôs time to hear 

the gospelôs word on the matter. We are indeed stewards 

ï giving ourselves to God and using all that God has 

given us in grateful and appropriate ways- as author 

Mark Alan Powell writes. Good stewardship counters 

the myth that we are the ñownersò in this life. Every-

thing we are and have belongs to God. The group     

studied how faithful stewardship is 1) an act of worship 

2)an expression of faith and 3) a spiritual discipline. The 

way we use money is one of the most important topics in 

matters of stewardship, because we spend so much of 

our time with it. Hereôs one question each congregant  

might ask him or herself in preparation for the June 

stewardship campaign:  What would happen if God were 

in control of your finances? 

A note from the Administrative Assistant:  
If there is anyone who would 

like to donate their used ink 

cartridges to the church office 

it would be much appreciated. 

They reduce the cost of  

supplies by giving us a $30.00 

rebate from Staples every 

month. I thank you in advance 

and if there are any questions 

please let me know. They ac-

cept every kind of cartridge. 

-Jessica Sierra  

DID YOU OR YOUR PARENTS GROW UP IN THE AUGUSTANA SYNOD? IF SO, THEN YOU MIGHT BE  
INTERESTED IN JOINING THE AUGUSTANA HERITAGE ASSOCIATION. 2010 WILL BE THE 150th  
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE AUGUSTANA SYNOD. IN 2010 THE AUGUSTANA HERITAGE ASSOCIA-
TION WILL BE HAVING A GATHERING AT AUGUSTANA COLLEGE IN ROCK ISLAND. THE DATES WILL BE JUNE 10
-13, 2010. 

They will be remembering the work of Augustana Synod, celebrating the heritage of the church, and looking at the work of 
the church today. Special guest speakers will be Bishop Mark Hanson of the ELCA and the Archbishop of Sweden, Anders 
Wejryd. They will celebrate Midsommar with a majst¬ng and dancing. They will have a concert of singing and piano by 
scholarship winners from Sweden. There will be worship, hymn songs, interest groups, and time to visit with friends. All are 
invited to join at Gathering VII in Rock Island June 10-13, 2010. If interested in a brochure or membership form please con-
tact Jessica at the church office. You can also check out their website at:www.augustanaheritage.org.    


