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ñHigh Commitment             

 Congregationò 

  

The weekend of my ñ call ser-

monò in May, 2005, I was invited 

after worship to go to a Church 

Council ñmini-retreat.ò  The sub-

ject of the retreat was renewal of 

the congregation and leaders 

were looking for ways to become 

a vibrant, faithful community.  

ñDotò sheets were done that day. 

That is, the attendees made 

choices for action by placing dots 

under the categories of action 

listed on chart paper hung over 

the walls.  One of the categories 

that had the most ñdotsò (votes) 

was  Become a high-

commitment parish. I wondered 

at the time if anyone knew in re-

ality to what they were commit-

ting themselves by this choice. 

But, it turned out, I was the one 

who was surprised in that we 

would have plenty of folks in the 

church who have proved to be 

highly committed to the cause: 

church school leaders who love 

teaching children;  volunteers 

who are present each Weds. night 

for pasta supper (and weôre into 

our third year); worship leaders 

who faithfully plan to help lead 

worship each time People Power 

has them scheduled. 

 

It is a blessing to be a pastor in a 

ñhigh commitmentò parish. In 

fact, it is often said that what 

makes a certain church a ñgoodò 

church isnôt actually the pastor ï 

itôs the congregation.  (This is a 

little like President Obama ac-

cepting the peace prize on behalf 

of the American people, who pre-

sumably have the aim of peace in 

their sights and thereby deter-

mine the correct leaders.)  I 

would also cite the staff as exem-

plary of high commitment, and 

an example of this would be Pam 

Andrews, who, though having 

moved on to a full-time position 

in another office has been com-

ing back to the church office at 

sunrise and again for a couple 

hours at 6 PM in order to ensure 

a smooth transition to the next 

administrative assistant. (Thanks, 

Pam!) 

 

The saints, whose memory we 

celebrate every Nov. 1st, were 

people of ñhigh commitment.ò  

They were able to hear clearly 

Christôs call and responded with 

hearts on fire.  As Fred Pratt 

Green writes, sometimes our re-

sponse is not that vivid and we 

need Godôs help to act: But if, 

forgetful, we should find your 

yoke is hard to bear: if worldly 

pressures fray the mind and love 

itself cannot unwind its tangled 

skein of care:  our inward life 

repair. We pray Godôs love will 

warm our hearts and make our 

inward lives ones of devotion.  

Then weôll find the fire for out-

ward commitment and serve God 

in righteousness and holiness. 

May we meditate about a ñhigh 

commitment identityò as we hear 

the Great Thanksgiving this No-

vember: ñBy the witness of the 

saints, you show us the hope of 

our calling and strengthen us to 

run the race set before us, that we 

may delight in your mercy, and 

rejoice with them in gloryé.And 

so, with all the saints, with the 

choirs of angels and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymnéò 

 

 

Fall and Winter can be Flu Seasonsé 

é.therefore at FLCR, as you have read in Church Council minutes, we are taking special pre-

cautions to reduced germ transmission. Pastor Aurand has revived the lavabo tradition, first 

popular in Lutheran circles with the liturgical renewal of the 1970ôs. The lavabo is the bowl 

which has been customarily used by the presiding minister to wash his/her hands after the of-

fertory.   A small bowl (though ours is somewhat larger) and finger towel are set on a cre-

dence table for hand-washing. You will also notice anti-bacterial liquid dispensers throughout 

the church which are also being used to sanitize hands. Anyone may use  these as needed. 
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If you have not had the opportunity to visit one of 
our weekly Wednesday night Pasta Suppers, then 
I implore you to make the time to participate in 
what is one of the finest examples of Church min-
istry I have ever witnessed.   
 
 
One thing is clear when you participate in Pasta 
Suppers: you have to leave presumptions and pre-
conceived notions at the door.  The folks who at-
tend the weekly dinner come from all walks of 
lifeðchurch members, neighbors, the McDonaldôs 
jazz set, guys from the Salvation Army and visitors 
from other churches.  This is not simply a dinner 
for those who are homeless.  While it is obvious 
that some folks are in dire need of a hot meal, 
many of those who gather come for the fellowship 
and the relationships they have formed.   
 
 
The transformative power of Christôs hospitality is 
easily recognized in this motley group of people.  
Fellow members of FLCR have described their 
own experiences at Pasta Suppers.  One person 
explained how they used to complain about the 
people traveling across our parking lot and the lo-
cal indigent population.  This person told me how 
their attitude had completely changed as they got 
to know their neighbors on a one-to-one basisð
how their experiences of real-live relationships 
changed COMPLETELY how they saw their 
neighborsé and how happy this transformation 
made them. 

pen and Inviting 

Church... 

Another congregation member told me about how 
once, at a homeless shelter, they were mistaken 
for one of the people they were there to serve.  
This person recounted how poorly they were 
treated and how the experience was dehumaniz-
ing.  It is this personôs fervent hope that NO ONE 
who walks through the doors of FLCR is ever 
made to feel that way.  And I donôt think they 
ever do.   
 
Each person who serves at Pasta Suppers can 
probably tell you at least one story of how grate-
fully they were thanked by one of our dinner 
guests.  How much guests appreciate being served 
at a table instead of being made to stand in line.  
How much people appreciate our warmth and 
friendly service as well as the quality of our food. 
 
We are known to many in the larger community 
as the ñFood Churchò.  We should be proud to 
have 

a designation that so clearly reflects Christôs teach-
ing to clothe, welcome and feed the stranger.    
Thank you to everyone who helps make this tre-
mendous on-going event happen every week!   
And if you havenôt had the chance, stop byé we 
will put you to work!  Or better yet, stop by, sit 
down and have supper with our neighbors 
 

Dr. Jen Kilps 
Director of Congregational Life 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 An Open and 

Inviting Church... 

Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by doing that some 

have entertained angels without 
knowing it.  Hebrews 13:2 
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Outreach is working on a door hanging project. 

Property reports that Allied Roofing came out and 

did a great job fixing the leaking roofs. Membership 

asks us to let them know if there are any college stu-

dents that need care packages. Youth & Family re-

ported a great turnout on Rally Sunday and a won-

derful trip to Hammonassett. 

 

One on One Tutoring is looking to lease space from 

us from approximately 3 to 5:30 or 6 on Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  It was sug-

gested that we charge them $10 per hour with a 90 

day trial period. It was noted that the Sunday School 

will need a room to store their craft projects. 

 

Bruce Fletcher voiced a concern about virus control 

this flu season. It was decided that Sarah Zalewski 

will pick up hand sanitizers from A&P @ $1 each to 

be used throughout the church. 

 

There will be a clean-up day on October 17th from 8-

12. Property will make a checklist of jobs that need 

to be done.  It was discussed that Youth may have a 

lock-in and clean/paint on November 14-15. There 

will be mention in the bulletins that people should 

grab a pair of gloves and a bag and clean up around 

the church. There was discussion about placing a 

garbage can outside. 

 

We are still waiting for security evaluations; one of 

the companies we talked to couldnôt handle a build-

ing of this size. 

 

Next meeting is on October 19, 2009. Meeting was 

adjourned at 9:05pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Sarah Zalewski 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council: 

Church Council Minutes 

September 21, 2009 

 

Present: Pr. Aurand, Tom Abucewicz, Robert 

Anderson, Bruce Fletcher, Nancy Gentry 

Alyssa Hughes, Leslie Marchesi-Hughes, Eric Nils-

son, Karl Nilsson, Alan Robertson, Sarah Zalewski 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Presi-

dent Alan Robertson. Jen Kilps read the devotions 

and Pr. Aurand led us in prayer. 

 

The June minutes were accepted. The August min-

utes were accepted with the clarification that there is 

no report expected from Leslie Marchesi-Hughes, 

that the report referred to in the minutes is the news-

letter sent out to the Sunday School parents. 

 

The Special Congregational Minutes were accepted 

with the correction that, on page one paragraph 4, 

that Tom Abucewicz made the motion to accept. The 

spelling of Cintec was also corrected. 

 

Pastor Aurand gave her report next. Tom Abucewicz 

made a motion to ratify the decision to higher Bree, 

this motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Jen Kilps gave her report next, saying that volun-

teers were needed for door hanging on October 10th 

and that her first month here has been wonderful. 

 

Alan Robertson urged us all to review the personnel 

policies to be discussed at the next meeting. The of-

fice vacancy was next discussed, with mention that 

all resumes would be forwarded via email or fax to 

Nancy. Discussion was made as to how to thank 

Pam for all the extra work sheôs put in until we find 

someone. 

 

7 for 77 decided that Dave Carlson will be the point 

man for contact with the Cintec rep. Also it was de-

cided that Eric Nilsson, Dave Carlson and Tom 

Abucewicz would be the Tower Committee with the 

authority to approve disbursements and providing 

reports to the congregation. We will be waiting to 

hear a report from Craig on the Youth Center/

Parking Issue. 
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October 6, 2009 
Youth and Family Meeting 

Present: Lisa Jaksina, Jen Kilps, and Bre Johnson 

 

Lisa Jaksina discussing doing a service project 

with the youth and confirmation class in conjunction 

with her Mission work.  Re: Seafarer International 

collecting tee shirts, sweatshirts, hat, candy for sail-

ors at sea during the holiday season. It is called 

ñChristmas at Seaò program.  Bre will discuss it with 

the youth to see if they are interested. 

So far there are 56 pie orders. Last year the total 

was 80.  The pies are $8 each and can still be pur-

chased.  Extras will be made in case someone did 

not pre-order. 

Pie making will be October 10th. 

The youth group will be attending ñFright Festò 

at Lake Compounce. Looking for chaperones. Price 

will be made available thru Bre. 

Bre would like to do a ñSOUPòer bowl Sunday 

in conjunction with the Super bowl.  There will be 

instructions forthcoming.  It short, it is a collection 

of spare change to benefit a program. 

Bre is looking into Mission trips for next Spring/

Summer with Youthworks. 

Discussion for ñLOCK ïINò on November 14th 

or 15th at 1st. Bre is looking into having it as a work 

lock in, however opening it up to her friends youth 

group who resides in New Haven. 

December 6th discussion was raised to deviate 

from the Youth Group activities as regularly sched-

uled and attend a Christian Rock Concert with ñLost 

and Foundò at 1st Church-Simsbury.  Cost is $10 per 

person. Chaperones and transportation will be 

sought. Concert starts at 4 pm. 

October is Youth and Family month for Pasta 

Suppers.  Lisa was thinking that the Youth could 

attend on October 28th to help serve. Dressing up in 

costume would be nice. Also, if you have Halloween 

decorations they can be displayed on tables that 

would be great.   Discussion can be made prior to 

the 28th. 

Jen brought up the urgent need to have a chair-

person for this committee.  Leslie Marchesi-Hughes 

is not the chair and does not wish to be.  She is in 

charge of the Sunday School program and would 

like to continue in that role. 

Next meeting- SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST-5 PM. 

Bre would like the meetings changed to Sundays if 

possible. She attends choir practices on Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this communion  or blessing of the animals? 

 

Itôs both. On October 4th the 6:30 worship was held 

outdoors it because it was St. Francis worship it in-

cluded the blessing of the animals. 

 

 

 

 
Mission Task Force 

Minutes of 09/29/09 

 

In attendance ï Jen Kilps, Lisa Jaksina, Bruce 

Fletcher and Pastor Elisabeth 

 

In discussion were mission possibilities such as the 

InterValley Project (Merrill Gay), Habitat for Hu-

manity day trips for adults and youth, Rebuilding 

New Britain, Honduras trip with S. Congregational 

Church, Iraqi family resettlement, Ghana, Africa 

connectionsé 

Advent   

compact fluorescent bulb sale 

 Christmas at Sea (Seafares in Newport and 

NYC) 

 Woolies Collection continued 

 

Find a bicycle rack so folks can bike to the church. 

Next meeting is October 20, 2009 at 7PM 
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Bread for the World Sunday: Pat has not received 

the packet yet so we donôt know what the theme is 

this year.  She will handle the letter writing cam-

paign.  We moved the event to Sunday, Nov. 

15th.  Once Pat receives the information she will 

email us and we will make the arrangements for the 

event. 

 

Holiday Promotion Activities: Thanksgiving and 

Christmas.  We have ordered postcards with the 

same information as the door hangers.  At our next 

meeting, Nov. 21st we will address and stamp them 

to send to people in the area in which the hangers 

were distributed. We will firm up other ideas at our 

next meeting. 

 

Coffee Service for Fellowship Hour: To improve the 

flow of coffee service we will use the air pots in ad-

dition to the coffee pots. 

 

Name Tags:  We want to improve the use of our 

name tags.  We are considering moving the tags to 

Fellowship Hall where most people come in. We 

will get some simple stick-on tags and markers for 

visitors. Bruce will bring the idea of a name tag 

campaign to 7 for 77 and Council.  Eleanor Nygren 

has reviewed the tags so they reflect our current 

members and will do this again for our committee. 

 

Jen discussed the Block Party which was a great 

success, mentioned other activities she has partici-

pated in and that she is working on getting to know 

the members of the congregation. 

 

Gail Buchholz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

            Minutes of the Meeting of the Outreach 

 Committee   October 18, 2009 
 

Present: Jen Kilps, Bruce Fletcher, Pat Brown, Don-

nalee Santana, Gail Buchholz 

 

Blessing of the Animals:  A nice change from our 

usual 6:30 service; outside with the fire pit and visi-

ble to passersby. We definitely plan to do it again. 

ñCome As You Are Serviceò: Continues to attract 

new people.  Staff and committee members will 

manage tasks related to the service for now with the 

expectation of a system similar to the People Power 

Schedule to be put in place in the future. 

 

Promotional Activities 

Door Hanging Event: Six people distributed 620 

door hangers and then shared lunch. There will be a 

ñthank youò in the Temple Chimes.  We plan a simi-

lar event around the Easter season next year. 

 

Church Brochure: The updated flyer is now available 

and will be in the narthex for visitors to take. 

 

Newspapers: Nancy Michalski placed a paid in the 

Herald for the Blessing of the Animals.  The Herald 

also agreed to run a free item about our pasta suppers 

and the 6:30 service.  Nancy thinks we should ask for 

more exposure for unpaid ads whenever we run a 

paid ad. 

 

Saturday Movie Night Promotion: Pat is thinking of 

preparing a skit to promote the movie nights.  We 

thought that next year in the warmer weather we may 

have an outside movie night in the back parking lot. 

 

Take-Away Item for Visitors: In the Works 

 

Other Activities 

CCSU and UCONN Health Center Involvement: 

Pastor Aurand is meeting with the former CCSU 

chaplain this month to discuss the status of Christian 

ministry there. 

 

Visitorsô Parking Lot:  Pastor has the dimensions for 

signs we can use without permission from the 

city.  We want to advertise the lot near the office 

door as space for new attendees at worship. We are 

thinking of two signs on metal frames and will ask 

the Property Committee to complete this project. 
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    Seven for Seventy Seven 
Meeting minutes were after publication. 

 

Property Committee Meeting 

 
The Property Committee met on October 5, 2009. 

Members present were Jeff Soneson, Pete Olbrick, 

Pastor Aurand, Karl Nilsson, Tom Abucewicz, Eric 

Nilsson 

 

New Business 

 

Jim Smith is repairing the lectern side handrail 

 

Eric Nilsson will be installing a Weird door buzzer on 

the office front door. 

 

Rhodes Oil will be installing an upgrade on two boil-

ers to meet safety standards. 

 

The Property Team will be revisiting the Benassi 

report to work on report goals. 

 

Eagle Abatement will be doing an evaluation of the 

church building. 

 

Baruffi Landscaping contract for snow removal 

signed with sand removal stipulation. 

 

Work Day 8:00 A.M. October 17th Volunteers 

needed to cleanup Glen Street entry and paint. Jenôs 

office will be painted. 

Sand removal, weather permitting. 

 

El Shaddai with the help of Pastor Pedro Marquez 

there was a clean up of the Youth Center Property. 

Thank you Pastor! 
 

Old Business 

 

Advanced Energy They have completed most of the 

energy efficient conversion lighting. The sanctuary is 

part of the final phase left to complete. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Eric Nilsson 

 

 
 

You are cordially invited to a  

 

POTLUCK 

   DINNER 
 

 

       

       

    

BRING SOMETHING TO SHARE! 
   

SALAD VEGETABLE MAIN DISH 

  DESSERT BREAD 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP HALL  
 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURC H 
OF  

THE REFORMATION  
 

77 Franklin Square, New Britain  
 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13 6 P.M.  
SIGB UP IN FELLOWSHIP HALL  
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Mission Activities 

City Cleanup: Dave spoke about some clean up 

work he has done in the city. A reprise of the clean 

up day we held a few years ago was referred to our 

Mission and Service Task Force.  

Dave will work on his idea of a clothing item for 

volunteers to wear with First Lutheranôs name on it, 

so people will recognize us as doing the clean up. 

Bread for the World Sunday: Scheduled for Nov. 8th. 

We will discuss details at our next meeting. 

Visitorsô Parking Lot: Pastor is working with Craig 

Diangelo to get permission from the city for signs 

indicating the lot near the office door is designated 

for visitors. 

 

Report of the Director of Congregational Life: Jen 

discussed several activities she is involved with, in-

cluding the Block Party, Lisa Jaksinaôs organization 

of a winter coats and wool items collection in con-

junction with Pasta Nights, and the Saturday Movie 

Nights Pat Brown is hosting. We will talk about pro-

moting the movies at our next meeting. Jen also led 

a discussion of the interaction and possible tweaking 

of the organization of fellowship, outreach and mis-

sion activities at FLCR. We need more people to be 

involved in our committees and planning for events  

in order to make all the great ideas people have hap-

pen. 

 

Next Meeting: Sunday, Oct. 18th, 4:30 p.m. in the 

Library. Pastor will be teaching Confirmation class 

but will meet with Gail or other committee members 

prior to the meeting in order to give us her input. 

 

Gail Buchholz 

 

 

 

 

  Outreach Committee 

       Minutes September 20, 2009 

 

Present: Bill Hively, Dave Keating, Bruce Fletcher, 

Jen Kilps, Pastor Aurand, Gail Buchholz 

Summer Soldiersô Angels Coffee and Lemonade 

Hour Review:  Well received with a lot of conversa-

tion and mingling. 

 

Annual Blessing of the Animals, Oct. 4th: Bill 

brought us up to date on this event which will take 

place outdoors at the front of the church weather 

permitting. The blessing will be incorporated into 

our regular ñLite  Bitesò and 6:30 worship.  Pets of 

all types and their owners as well as children and 

their stuffed animals are welcome.  Bill and Pastor 

will plan the service with committee members com-

ing early to help with set up. October 4th commemo-

rates St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals.  

Promotional Activities 

 

Church Brochure: Pastor has the revised brochure 

and Gail will have 150-200 copies printed. 

 

Take-Away Item for Visitors: Donnalee and Jen de-

signed a magnet. Jen will order 500.  Ina Knapp pro-

vided the committee with another idea that we will 

look into implementing in the coming months. 

CCSU and UCONN Health Center Involvement:  

Pastor continues to investigate a Christian presence 

at CCSU and Jen has begun to look into what activi-

ties might be started with UCONN students. 

 

Newspapers: Nancy Michalski submitted an article 

and listing about our services and pasta nights to the 

Hartford Courant.  Gail will ask Nancy to prepare an 

article and/or a paid ad for the Herald promoting our 

Blessing of the Animals service. 

 

Web Site: Dave will post information about Jenôs 

arrival, the recent vote to stabilize the towers and 

Sunday School photos. 

 

Door Hanging Event, Oct. 10th, 9:00 a.m.ï 12.  Gail 

has ordered door hangers inviting people to  FLCR. 

Jen and Robert Buchholz chose a neighborhood just 

south of church and routes have been prepared. We 

need a few volunteers to help hang the flyers on 

door handles. Bruce is arranging lunch to follow.  

We will each invite one or two people to join us. 

Gail will look into post card follow-ups for the 

event. 
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      ñIf onlyò are two of the saddest little words in 

the world.  They scream ñmissed opportunity.ò  

They decry unwise or tragic decisions. They keep 

us from moving forward.  They are an excuse for 

so many things.  If only we could abolish them! 

 

   There are times when the words are totally futile.  

Think of all the ñif onlysò relating to 9/11.  Or if 

only Mr. Madoff had been caught years earlier.  If 

only the child hadnôt darted out in front of the car.  

If only the driver had decided not to drive after that 

last drink.  If only. 

 

   Then there are wishful thinking ñif onlysò  If only 

I had bought the winning Lotto ticket.  If only she 

had married someone else.  If only he had been 

chosen captain of the team; if only he could hit the 

ball like Tiger, or if only we could look like Sophia 

Loren at seventy-something.  Oh yes, the ñdream 

onò approach for idle moments, day dream time.  

Sure, we all do it sometimes. (Would we really be 

that much happier if we were rich and famous?) 

 

  The regretful ñif onlysò are so common for all of 

us, and if we changed a bit, many of them might be 

avoided.  If you knew you had only ten minutes to 

live, who would you call and why are you waiting? 

 

   Iôm writing on this topic because for the last few 

days Iôve been suffering an ñif onlyò of my own.  A 

long time friend died last week.  The death itself 

was unexpected, but his health had been poor for a 

very long times, long enough for us to think of him 

much less often as our lives had taken such differ-

ent paths.  It had become an ñI wonder how he is 

doingò kind of relationship. 

 

   Mid summer I had read a lengthy review in a 

Boston newspaper about a new novel by an author 

that we and our friend and his wife all had been 

anticipating.  I tore the page out and put it aside to 

mail to them with a ñfinally heôs back in print- 

have you read it?ò  note.  I tucked it in a safe place 

and proceeded to devour the novel myself over the 

next several days.  You guessed it.  I never sent the 

note, never made the contact. 

 

     In the meantime, my husband heard that two 

other old friends had gone to visit and have lunch 

with our in-common shut-in friend. I suggested that 

next time Bill should ask to join them.  He agreed.  

It never happened. 

 

    Instead, we reconnected last night at funeral  

home calling hours.  Our neglect bothered both of 

us.  However it was great to talk to all the family 

members (this goes back 60+ years) and to meet 

other old friends who quite likely were sharing 

some of our ñif onlyò thoughts.  Alas, we are all 

only human and good intentions donôt equal ac-

tions all the time for any of us. 

 

 Perhaps an ñif onlyò incident such as our most re-

cent one will remind us, at least for a while, to fol-

low through on the things that we know are impor-

tant if not immediately necessary. (I know of a card 

and note I will  send off today!)  If it seems really 

right, or considerate, or kind, why not attend to it 

now?  Weôll be happy that we did, even if disaster 

does not follow!  We all benefit by keeping up with 

friendships, forming new relationships and nurtur-

ing them, and sharing ourselves with those who 

matter to us on all levels. 

 

   If only I can remember to do that. 

 

   If only reading this causes you to avoid even one     

ñif onlyò of your own. 

 

                                  Diane Wolf   

  

 IF ONLYé. 
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Altar Guild News  

WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN, ALL AGES, IN OUR CONGREGATION!  
Please see Ina Knapp, Greta Kobylarz, Diane Glaser, or Cindy Pavano and consider joining us. We are al-

ways looking for new members.  

When making memorial donations for flowers, the check should be payable to Altar Guild. It should inidi-

cate who is making the donation and who the flowers are in memory of. Also, there are memorial flower 

envelopes at the back of the sanctuary. 

           Adoptive Parents Needed 
 

Have you ever considered becoming a foster or 

adoptive parent?  Connecticutôs children need you! 

 

Community Residences, Inc. is a non-profit organi-

zation that provides therapeutic foster care and adop-

tion services to children throughout Connecticut.  

The children cared for by our foster families have 

been abused and neglected, and often have behav-

ioral and emotional issues to work through.  We also 

care for children who have complex medical needs.   

 

Foster parents are just like you and me...they are 

families, single people, or couples.  They have no 

children, young children, children who are going off 

to college, and are retirees.  Community residents 

foster parents all have the desire to provide a safe 

and loving environment for a child who is in need. 

 

Community Residences, Inc. foster and pre-adoptive 

parents receive training and support to help them to 

parent their children.  They also receive a monetary 

stipend to help cover their expenses. 

 

If you would like more information about foster or 

adoptive parenting, please call Jen at (888) 737-7775 

x117 or via email at jkay@criinc.org.  

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

 

November 2009 

 
 

 

 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. 

Please write names on the welcome cards or yellow 

cards in the pews or call them in to the office. 

 

Note: Names in parentheses are those who sub-

mitted the names they follow 

Jay Sullivan (Pat Brown), Joyce Swanson 

(Mae Eisenhardt), Candance Dailey (Gail Jor-

den), Pete Olbrick, Sandy Lockery, Cari 

Walentukonis, Jessy, Dawn , Keith Trevor Mat-

thews Dawn Rollins, Querida Bonomo.  (Jessy 

Matthews) Elaine Soneson,, Henry Marchesi 

(Leslie Marchesi), Irene Lukasiewski, Donald 

Ruta, Wayne Lord (Pat Brown), Len Bisaccia 

(Sue Bisaccia, Audrey (Cindy Pavano), Wayne 

LaFountain (Pat Brown) Grieving families & 

friends of C. Johnson (T. Kelley) 

mailto:jkay@criinc.org
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Music NewsñNovember, 2009  
 
Not a singer? Be a ringer 
Cindy Pavano directs our all-ages Bell Choir. Itõs really 
fun. The first rehearsal is October 25 at 10:00 A.M. in 
Room 5 on the upper floor the Education Building. 
After that, we rehearse at 8:40 A.M. and play at 9:00 
A.M. through Christmas. 
 

Fun Music Days 
Thanks to all who volunteered to play and sing 
at our Fun Music Days so far. Check back fre-
quently to keep up with new opportunities to 
make and enjoy music together! Thanks for all 
youõve done so far this year to make our music 
really special! 

 
 
 

 

CREATION SERIES BEGINSñMORE TO COME 
We began the Creation Series of  four Sundays on October 11 sing-
ing about the goodness of  the universe, the earth, the plants and 
the animals. We continue on November 8 with the introduction of  
humans to the scene. Special hymns and anthems are highlighting 
this series each Sunday. It continues on November 15 and  con-
cludes on November 22. 
 

Candlelight Concert December 16 
The choir and band and its friends invite you to 
celebrate in song the season of Christõs coming 
among us on Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00 P.M. 
in the nave.  
 We begin right after Pasta Supper. Everyone is 
invited to this event. A freewill offering to support our music minis-
try will be gratefully received from those able to help. 
 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Bill Hively, Minister of Music, (860) 224-2475, ext. 14;  
bhively@1stlutherannb.org 

COMMUNITY MUSIC EVENTS *=Bill is in these. 
 

THE MUSIC SERIES AT SOUTH CHURCH, 90 MAIN ST. 
Soprano Emma Kirkby; Lutenist Jakob Lindberg 
òOrpheus in EnglandñDowland and Purcelló 

Tuesday, November 3, 7:30 P.M. at South Church, 90 Main St., 
New Britain. Tickets: $25 premium, $15 general, $10 senior/student. 
 

THE YALE CAMERATA (Our Bre Johnson is in this concert) 
Aaron Kernis: Symphony of Meditations (East Coast Premiere) 
Joint concert with the Yale Schola Cantorum, Yale Glee Club 
and Yale Philharmonia 

Friday, November 6, 8:00 P.M. at Woolsey Hall, New Haven. 
 

Second Sundays at South ChurchñStephen Corma, Tenor 

Sunday, November 8, 12:05-12:35 P.M. followed by brunch in the 
parlor. Freewill donation.  

*NEW BRITAIN CHORALE FALL CONCERT 
òSemi-Sacredó conducted by Bill Hively 
Special Guests: Bethesda Apostolic òChoraliersó 
and the winners of the 2009 New Britain Chorale Scholarship 
One of them is our own Karl Nilsson, bassist. 
Sunday, November 8, 4:00 P.M. at Trinity-On-Main, 69 Main St., 
New Britain. Freewill offering ($15 suggested), reception. 

*4 of our choir members are  also in this concert 
 

*BRAHMSõ òHUMAN REQUIEMó 
The Hartford Symphony Orchestra, Constantine Kitsopoulos, 
guest conductor; The Hartford Chorale - Richard Coffey, music 
director Thurs., Nov. 12, Fri., Nov. 13, and Sat., Nov. 14 at 8:00 
P.M.; Sun., Nov. 15 at 3:00 P.M. in the Belding Theater at the Bush-
nell in Hartford. $30.00-$62.00 To purchase, call 860-244-2999 or 
go to www.hartfordsymphony.org 
 

*CONCORA 35TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 
Sunday, November 22, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. at South Church, New 
Britain. Tickets $10-$60. Call 860-224-7500 or visit 
www.concora.org. 
 

 

Rehearsal and Worship Schedules 
 

Choir (9th gradeðadult: ôcuriousõ always welcome): Wednesday Nov. 4, 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal, then òCoffee andéó New members are 
especially welcome the first Wednesday. NO REHEARSAL WED., NOV. 11 (Veteransõ Day) Wednesday Nov. 18, 7:00 P.M. Re-

hearsal, Choir Room NO REHEARSAL WED., NOV. 25 (Thanksgiving Eve) Warm-up Sundays at 8:30 A.M.; sing at 9:00 A.M. 
 

Band (all ages welcome, all instruments needed!): Rehearse Thursdays at 7 P.M.; Play every Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 

NO REHEARSAL Thu., Nov. 12 
 

Bell Choir (all ages welcome)ñCindy Pavano, Volunteer Dir.  
Play the prelude every Sunday from Nov. 1 through Dec. 27 at 9:00 A.M. worship. Warm up every Sunday at 8:40 A.M. in Room 5. 

FOR SALE: Antique upright piano in fine 
working condition. Buyer to move. Moti-
vated seller. Ask Bill Hively for details. 

MUSIC CLASSIFIED 
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The First Lutheran Quilters normally meet on the 

second Tuesday of each month, September through 

June, at 9:30 a.m. in Room 5.  November's meeting 

is scheduled for November 10th.  Sewers and non-

sewers are welcome to join us.  We can always use 

help with the cutting and tying. 

  NEW LIGHTING  

 

A major improvement in the lighting of the FLCR 

educational unit and Fellowship Hall has come 

about through accessing a Connecticut state pro-

gram run through the Connecticut Energy Effi-

ciency Fund. The fund, generated by a surcharge of 

$.003 per kilowatt hour on electric bills, provides 

for several steps towards transformation to energy 

efficient products and lighting.  At the church the 

fund financed an initial, noïcost, facility walkï

through assessment producing an audit as to where 

the church could save energy if it replaced high-

wattage traditional light bulbs with compact fluores-

cents.  Advanced Energy Management, LLC, of 

Bristol, CT  has installed the new lighting, whose 

various types of lamps  will be specified in a list 

when the project is completed. It is anticipated that 

even the church nave will be retrofitted with dim-

mable fluorescent fixtures. 

 

 The costs of materials and installation is to be paid, 

over time, by the regular charges on the church  CL 

&P electric bill.  The churchôs new energy savings 

will bring  a lower monthly  wattage usage and 

therefore monthly cost,  however the church will 

still receive its traditional electric bill. The addi-

tional funds paid on the normal monthly bill will 

then pay back, over a  time period estimated at three 

years, the costs of installing the new energy-

efficient lighting. 

 

Congratulations to the Mission and Service Task 

Force, for its Green Ministry work**, which initiat-

ing the connection, and to the Property committee, 

for following up with Advanced Energy Manage-

ment on the technical work  done in the building. 

 

**The task force reminds you that compact fluores-

cent bulbs make  great stocking stuffers.  They will 

be selling, for the third Advent season, various types 

of energy-saving bulbs, following 9 AM worship 

during Advent.  

 

Altar Guild News ! 

New white paraments given in memory of Elsie 

Bjorklund will be dedicated on All Saints Day No-

vember 1, 2009. 

Please consider making memorial donations with a 

check for $25.00 payable to the Altar Guild. Indicate 

who is making the donation and who the flowers are 

in memory of. Envelopes are available on the table in 

the back of the church. 

We need large juice or soup cans to put floral ar-

rangements in to deliver to the sick or shut ins. This 

would be like 48 ounce metal cans. 

Welcome to all who would like to join our group. 

Please speak to Greta Kobylarz, Diane Glaser, Ina 

Knapp, or Cindy Pavano. 

 

 

 


