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Blessed are you 

 

With the dramatic breakthrough 

of a good solution for the tower 

problems at FLCR, there is 

hardly a person among us who 

has not sensed a special time in 

the congregation’s life.  On Sun-

day, Sept. 13th, at an officially 

called meeting, the congregation  

heard about the technology now 

available to anchor masonry (the 

Cintec system) and stabilize it 

through  concrete rods which are 

durable enough to last perma-

nently. The system ensures tower 

safety and is able to be imple-

mented at a fraction of the cost of 

traditional masonry work. The 

vote to approve tower stabiliza-

tion seems to bring   a new win-

dow of opportunity to First Lu-

theran Church of the Reforma-

tion. 

 

The opportunity resonates with 

the Greek word makarios – 

blessed are you or happy are you, 

or just plain congratulations. 

Markios is the exclamation pre-

sent in the Beatitudes, found in  

 

Matthew, chapter 5.  These say-

ings, beginning with Blessed are 

you, are directed at those who do 

justice, love kindness and hum-

bly walk with God. They point 

out the already existing state of 

happiness brought about by the 

close walk with God. They claim 

the state of the nearness of the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

Many of you in the congregation 

practicing  the committed life of 

prayer will have no trouble un-

derstanding this sense of happi-

ness sent through divine grace 

which brings peace and joy 

amidst difficult realities of life. 

So we celebrate the blessing of 

opportunity. The tower work, 

indeed, does not indicate that all 

property problems  at FLCR are 

solved. Yet there is a way for-

ward, and with resolve, interest, 

and especially care on the part of 

the congregation, I am confident 

that  by God’s grace  we can to-

gether build up and grow the life 

of our church. 

 

 

We treasure the openings before 

us this fall to grow in grace to-

gether (under the expert direction 

of our new staff member, Jen  

 

Kilps, working with congrega-

tional life); to teach the gospel to 

the next generation in the ex-

panding church school and 

through the ever-solid youth pro-

gram (which, by the way, has 

found its capable new director in 

Breanne Johnson); to carry forth 

our mission to provide weekday 

life-empowering programs like 

Wednesday night pasta suppers; 

to reach out to new members of 

the community in ventures such 

as 6:30 “come as you are wor-

ship;” to sing praises through the 

music program in all its dimen-

sions and People Power partici-

pation to  the Holy One who pro-

vides such good care for us. 

 

I thank all of you for your 

prayers for FLCR, particularly 

those of you who are home-

bound. I thank you for I’m not 

sure you always realize how 

mighty a resource your gift of 

prayer continues to be for the 

church. Thank you, for God is 

answering prayers and blessing 

us in the new program year  of 

2009-2010. 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE POWER WORKSHOP ïSEPT. 27th, FOL-

LOWING WORSHIP 

If you are currently, or would like to become, a person as-

sisting at Sunday worship, please plan to attend  the 

“upgrade session” for People Power taking place the last 

Sunday of September. Following a coffee break, there will 

be notes on the “Cranberry Book”, revised handouts given 

out for all roles and Q and A. THERE WILL BE A SPE-

CIAL GIFT OF APPRECIATION GIVEN TO EACH 

PEOPLE POWER PARTICIPANT.  

October 18thðSPRITUAL RESOURCES FOR 

COPING WITH ILLNESS ...will be the focus of a 

session after the October 18th 9 A.M. service of heal-

ing.  We will focus on the needs we experience when 

coping with an illness.  We will consider answers to 

questions regarding how, why and when are spiritual 

resources essential and helpful.  We will look at some 

of the clinical evidence that spiritual resources can 

help us recover from illness, injury, or disease. Rever-
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What is òDistractingó You? 
 
éwas the theme at Hammonasset Beach State Park 
this past weekend.  Eleven of FLCRõs Youth packed 
into vehicles and headed down to the New England 
Synodõs annual Youth Gathering with the Jaksinas 
and myself for a weekend of camping, frolicking, 
dancing, bongo-ing and RAIN.  Yes, we had plenty 
of rain.  But we also had plenty of fun. 
 
 
The NE Synod volunteers working at Hammo ar-
ranged for a weekend focused on the topic of dis-
traction.  What distracts us from God? What dis-
tracts us in church?  From being fully present with 
our families and friends?  Much of the discussion 
was centered around the phenomenon of òtextingó 
ð writing notes and messages to friends on mobile 
phones.  Texting with teens can be a constant bar-
rage of messages going back and forthñfrom one 
friend to anotherñsometimes in the middle of 
class, during meals or even during other conversa-
tions.  The Bishop herself acted out a òtextingó con-
versation with God that was enlightening in many 
ways. 
 
 
But even with the very real and not very pleasant 
distractions of rain, damp tents and dripping sleep-
ing bags, the Youth were fully present with each 
other during the entire weekend.  I was very im-
pressed with the friendships that have developed 
among ALL of the youth present.  Though they at-
tend different schools and do not necessarily see 
each other much outside the Youth Group setting, 
these young people share real affection and respect 
for each other.  And even the lousy weather couldnõt 
stop this awesome group of kids from sitting in the 
very front row during the music sessions and wor-
ship on Sundayñdancing, singing and praying.  
They ran around the park together, laughing, being a 
little noisy at times, and having honest-to-goodness 
fun. 

 
 
I have to say that I am incredibly impressed  
with these young people.  I went to Hammonasset 
figuring I would simply have fun camping with them 
and the Jaksinas.   I was a little surprised to discover 
the real depth of feeling that I developed for these 
young people in just a few days.  They are special 
individuals. They have each made a conscious 
choice to participate in this Youth Group.  They 
want to attend.  They have made a choice to form 
friendships with each other.  They have made the 
effort to look past differences and see each other as 
persons, as brothers and sisters in the family of 
Christ.   And the relationships they have formed are 
profound. 
 
 
FLCR should feel blessed to have such a fine group 
of young people in their midst.  We should look to 
them as examples of what it means to focus on each 
other as personsñNOT as preconceived notions of 
who each other might or might not be.   

They have taken the time, have made the effort, 
have opened their hearts and minds to each 
other and Christõs love is easily recognized among 
them.  May we each have the courage and trust in 
Godõs saving help to see each other as clearly.  To 
reach out toward each other in laughter, with affec-
tion and giving genuine comfort from the bottom of 
our hearts.  Look to Eric and Haley, Josh, Brittany, 
Jessy, Alyssa, Jonny P, Andrew, Karl, Katelyn and 
Crystal to see how itõs done! 
 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Dr. Jen Kilps 
Director of Congregational Life 
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Pastor submitted a request to go ahead with inter-

views for the 10 hour custodial position.  Council 

approved.  Reminder to the Property Committee to 

review all application for this position. 

 

 

Pastor also reported that Bill Hively has a program 

to involve the youth. More on that in the future. 

 

 

Our Sunday school will go forward with a new 

program this year. A report from our Director, 

Leslie Marchesi-Hughes is due soon. 

 

 

Allied Roofing will be assessing the leaky roof in 

the annex building on Thursday.  Pastor wondered 

whether we could submit request for any funds 

needed at the special congregational meeting in 

September since it all has to do with repairs.  

Our insurance will increase 33%.  We will con-

sider other estimates from other companies and 

pay our installment premium for the time being. 

Mickey Michalski will inquire and report on this 

issue. 

 

 

We have no security locks in place.  We will be 

reviewing the option of putting a security system 

in place for the safety of all. Property would be in 

charge of reviewing this situation. 

 

 

Stewardship campaign is ongoing we will “keep at 

it”.  Need a group of persons to serve on this com-

mittee.  Gale Bates has submitted an analysis re-

port on the pledges in her financial report. 

 

 

Pastor Aurands' full report is available on request. 

 

 

Jen Kilp, our new Director of Congregational Life 

reports she is pleased to be here and will have a 

full report of activities planned. 

 

 

Council: Minutes -August 17, 2009 
 

Council convened on the above date at 7:00 pm.  

Present were Alan Robertson, Bruce Fletcher, 

Nancy Gentry, Tom Abucewicz, Jennifer Kilps, 

Eric Nillson, Mickey Michalski, Bob Anderson, 

Dave Jones, Pat Brown and Pastor Aurand. 

 

 

First order of business was from Joe Porcaro of 

AJP Engineering.  He submitted a full oral and 

written report regarding the stabilization of both 

towers.  He had presented this report to the Seven 

for Seventy Seven Committee at their meeting on 

August 16, 2009.  The stabilization involves an-

choring the towers as they exist, thereby resolving 

the towers issue permanently.  This procedure will 

cost considerably less than the former estimates of 

either rebuilding or tearing down the towers.  

They will be safe, and invisible (to the outside 

view) and virtually invisible to the inner tower 

structure.   

 

 

Pastor Aurand related that Dave Carlson asked to 

inquire about rust jacking within the tower struc-

ture.  Mr. Porcaro stated he did not believe that we 

had any and would need to inspect further to be 

certain.  Alan Robertson inquired if this would 

prevent the procedure if rust jacking were found. 

Joe assured it would not prevent the anchoring 

procedure.  The council made a motion to accept 

the report of AJP Engineering and to proceed with 

bids from contractors to perform the anchoring 

process, and that the firm owned by Joe Porcaro, 

AJP Engineering would garner the bids and pro-

ceed concurrently with all necessary tests needed 

to go ahead with this repair. 

Joe Porcaro of AJP Engineering will supervise the 

contractor who is hired to complete the anchoring 

for a nominal fee to be submitted after the contrac-

tor is in place.  The vote was carried unanimously.  

We will send out notices to for a congregational 

meeting to approve the funds necessary for the 

procedure which will be $350,000.00.  Meeting to 

convene on September 13, 2009 after services.  

We will provide handouts of AJP’s drawings at 

the meeting for anyone who wishes to review 

them.  Seven for 77 will be available for questions 

as well. 
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Pastor states we need to review the parking space 

situation regarding the spaces we may lose due to 

the proposed sale of the Youth Center.  We will 

reach out to Craig Diangelo to review this and the 

parking lot entry and exits.  Outreach will be or-

dering signs to direct traffic to the lot on the other 

side of the church on Franklin Square. 

 

We presented Wendy Whicher’s report to have 

our church designated as an historical site.  7 for 

77 recommended that we approve her report and 

fund the application process to list our church on 

this roster.  This acceptance will open opportuni-

ties for funding in grants and loans that we may 

need to repair our sanctuary.  Council motioned to 

approve this action and $500.00 for fees for appli-

cations and grant writing.  Wendy has submitted a 

cost of $60.00 for her work so far at $15.00 per 

page for grant writing. The motion was approved. 

 

 

Secular activities are tabled for the time being un-

til the roofing situation is resolved.  This would 

involve opening up our church to other organiza-

tions for the purpose of sharing and growth.  It is 

our hope to share our space with our community 

for the good of all.  Groups such as Boy Scouts, 

Girl Scouts, sports teams, and other non-profit 

groups. 

 

   

Membership will be sending out a letter to all 

those folks who are not regular attendees to church 

to assess their status. Nancy Gentry, the chair of 

this committee, assures the letter is welcoming and 

inviting for members to consider staying on with 

First Lutheran. 

 

 

On October 3rd Pam Andrews will be making an 

appeal to walk for Diabetes, council approved her 

efforts to get a group together for this cause. 

 

 

We will be donating our tables that we do not use 

to the South Church seniors. They can have as 

many as they wish to have. 

 

 

Outreach will be holding a special coffee hour for 

Soldier’s and Angels.  We are requesting that the 

free will offering be designated for this cause on 

that Sunday.  Motion was made by Pat Brown of 

Outreach to have the free will offering donated to 

Soldier’s Angels on Sunday August 30, 2009. The 

motion was carried. 

 

 

Council retreat will meet on October 23-24, 2009 

at Camp Washington which is near Bantam Lake. 

 

 

Bruce would like folks to be aware of the condi-

tion of the back lot and to please weed and help 

groom the area. We did have some prize winning 

vegetables come from our community garden.  We 

may introduce an ice cream social after the clean 

up activity.  We wish to make it a fun event.   

Nancy Gentry suggested we contact the court 

house to see if anyone would like to make this a 

community service project although it should 

mainly be a congregational responsibility.  Prop-

erty committee will take charge of this issue. 

 

 

Rally Sunday will be coming up in September. 

 

Executive committee will meet on September 1, 

2009 at 7:00pm. 

 

Council will meet on September 23rd at 7:00 P.M. 

 

We adjourned with the benediction. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Pat Browm Secretary 

 

Church Council  

First Luther Church of The Reformation 
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 Property Committee Meeting 

 
PROPERTY- Sept 8, 2009 

1. One on One Learning is interested in using the 

facilities for after –school tutoring.  I haven’t heard 

for how many and whether it would be two days a 

week or five. With the Wheeler Clinic, we handed 

out a key and I think we would do this with them, 

too. You can check out the attached flyer.  I doubt 

that they should be in Fellowship Hall due to the 

lead paint chips.  Any comments? 

We discussed it and need more info such as hours 

and etc. We thought a price of $10.00/  hour  would 

be a base price to start. 

2. Greg Allen, of SAFE HOME SECURITY, is 

working on a quote for a system. Noted and tabled. 

3. Should we put a key switch back on the middle 

staircase that we have security on at all time? 

Discussed and the idea was approved. 

4. SORRY – I seemed to have misplaced the contract 

I signed with Allied Roofing.  It was for everything 

we (property folk and Allied Roofing) talked about, 

that is:  we will open up the holes in the wall (Jeff 

has agreed to do this) and they will come and do the 

water test.  I believe the rate is $90/hr.  They will 

also repair the mortar causing the leak in the pastor’s 

office while they are testing.  Then they will let us 

know what the problem is and we will go from 

there.  The onus is on us to begin and I hope we can 

do this soon because, you can see by the tiles in 

front of the lower room door….we will soon have 

exposed tiling in the hallway, which we definitely 

don’t want. Not sure what we need to do?  We want 

to move forward on this matter. 

Applications for the part-time custodian position 

were discussed. Applications were perused and 

sorted. There are quite a few to check references and 

we will wade through them. A meeting was set for 

next 9/15 to further discuss this matter. Hopefully 

interviews can start before the end of the month. 

 

Tom Abucewicz 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Secular activities are tabled for the time being until 

the roofing situation is resolved.  This would involve 

opening up our church to other organizations for the 

purpose of sharing and growth.  It is our hope to 

share our space with our community for the good of 

all.  Groups such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, sports 

teams, and other non-profit groups.   

Membership will be sending out a letter to all those 

folks who are not regular attendees to church to as-

sess their status. Nancy Gentry, the chair of this com-

mittee, assures the letter is welcoming and inviting 

for members to consider staying on with First Lu-

theran. 

On October 3rd Pam Andrews will be making an ap-

peal to walk for Diabetes, council approved her ef-

forts to get a group together for this cause. 

We will be donating our tables that we do not use to 

the South Church seniors. They can have as many as 

they wish to have. 

Outreach will be holding a special coffee hour for 

Soldier’s and Angels.  We are requesting that the 

free will offering be designated for this cause on that 

Sunday.  Motion was made by Pat Brown of Out-

reach to have the free will offering donated to Sol-

dier’s Angels on Sunday August 30, 2009. The mo-

tion was carried. 

Council retreat will meet on October 23-24, 2009 at 

Camp Washington which is near Bantam Lake. 

Bruce would like folks to be aware of the condition 

of the back lot and to please weed and help groom 

the area. We did have some prize winning vegetables 

come from our community garden.  We may intro-

duce an ice cream social after the clean up activity.  

We wish to make it a fun event.   

Nancy Gentry suggested we contact the court house 

to see if anyone would like to make this a commu-

nity service project although it should mainly be a 

congregational responsibility.  Property committee 

will take charge of this issue. 

Rally Sunday will be coming up in September. 

Executive committee will meet on September 1, 

2009 at 7:00pm. 

Council will meet on September 23, 2009 at 7:00pm. 

  We adjourned with the benediction. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pat Brown, Secretary 

Church Council 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
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     Seven for Seventy Seven 
 

Minutes for 7 for 77 meeting on  

August 23, 2009 

 

Present were Alan Robertson, Craig Diangelo, Beth 

Allen, Eric Nilsson, Jennifer Kilps, Susan (Wendy) 

Whicher, Pat Brown and Pastor Aurand. 

 

Alan began the meeting with advisement to look at the 

big picture.   

 

He and Craig discussed the Church boundaries -

parking issues with the sale to Carlson Funeral Home, 

they cannot give us assurance of the use of parking 

spaces for the future. We need to have the correct 

amount of spaces to comply with the rules and regula-

tions of the City.  We considered that the likelihood 

that Carlson may sell their business is a distinct possi-

bility.  If that is so, then we would not know who we 

would be dealing with in the future. 

 

We might be better served to sell to El Shaddai who is 

interested in the property. And who would be amena-

ble to sharing the parking as is. At this time we will 

continue to wait for an answer from Carlson Funeral 

Home since they have the right of first refusal. 

 

We celebrated the news about the towers. Cintec sta-

bilization will cost about $350,000.00 at the outside, 

we had a motion approved to go forward with the esti-

mates and will go before the Congregation at a special 

meeting on Sept 14, 2009 to gain approval to begin 

the work. 

 

Sue (Wendy) Whicher reported that she has begun her 

work to have FLC listed on the Ct Trust for Historic 

Preservation focusing on grants for the repair of the 

sanctuary.  She will have further reports within the 

month. 

 

More good news, the inspection of the roof in the an-

nex building revealed that the cost to repair would not 

be as expensive as we first thought, Eric Nilsson ad-

vises that we may do well to repair the entire roof 

rather than patch because the greater cost is in moving 

in the equipment in and in the labor which will be 

there to do a patch or a complete repair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 celebrated the news about the towers. Cintec stabili-

zation will cost about $350,000.00 at the outside, we 

had a motion approved to go forward with the esti-

mates and will go before the Congregation at a special 

meeting on Sept 14, 2009 to gain approval to begin 

the work. 

 

Sue (Wendy) Whicher reported that she has begun her 

work to have FLC listed on the Ct Trust for Historic 

Preservation focusing on grants for the repair of the 

sanctuary.  She will have further reports within the 

month. 

 

More good news, the inspection of the roof in the an-

nex building revealed that the cost to repair would not 

be as expensive as we first thought, Eric Nilsson ad-

vises that we may do well to repair the entire roof 

rather than patch because the greater cost is in moving 

in the equipment in and in the labor which will be 

there to do a patch or a complete repair. 

 

Pastor Aurand handed out a graph of financial con-

cerns for the future for 7 for 77 to review. 

 

Pat reported that the movie night was well received by 

a small group.  

 

The next family movie nite will be September 26, 

2009 at 6pm.   

 

Outreach will be hosting a special coffee hour for 

“Soldiers Angels” on August 30, 2009 in the Library 

after services. 

 

Jennifer Kilps reported on her views of outreach, ser-

vice, and relationship building for our congregation.  

She handed out a survey which is well thought out and 

sound.  We all will be completing it and handing it in 

to Jen in the next week. She will use this survey as a 

guide to ascertain what we as a congregation would 

like to accomplish in the years to come.  She also has 

many superb ideas about growth and service as well. 

 

7 for 77 adjourned agreeing to meet on September 6, 

2009 after services. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pat Brown 

7 for 77 Committee 
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 Hello  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ  

at FLCR!!! 
My name is Bre, and I am sooo grateful and very 

excited to tell you that I am your new Youth Direc-

tor!  I have now lived in Connecticut for almost one 

whole month, and can’t wait to get to know you and 

begin ministry here! 

Here is a little bit about myself: 
I’m 29 years old . . .I am from a small town called 

Harmony, Minnesota . . .I love to sing and play pi-

ano . . . .my fiancée is from Ghana, West Africa and 

his name is Kwame (he’s going to yale, that’s why 

we’re here) . . .I just finished seminary in Dubuque, 

IOWA at Wartburg Theological seminary, & before 

that practiced as a Child and adolescent psychiatric 

nurse in Madison, Wisconsin . . .I lived in the Do-

minican Republic for a summer where I studied 

Spanish and danced a lot of Salsa and Merengue . . .I 

like quiet time to think and dream. And Pray . . I 

need and love my girlfriends. . .I see ministry as a 

privilege and blessing. . .And most importantly,  I 

couldn’t live without the Grace of God that contin-

ues to overwhelm me with it’s strength and beauty, 

and I trust will carry both you and I as we  journey 

together with Christ this year. 

 

Now I want to get to know you better!  Please come 

and say hi to me in church or get in touch with me 

another way, even if you’re not a youth and espe-

cially if you are!!!  We are blessed to have one an-

other.  Thanks be to God for the family we have in 

Christ Jesus!    

 

You can contact me at  

 bjohnson@1stlutherannb.org   

Yours in Christ, 

Bre 

 
 

 

 
 

Outreach Committee Minutes August 23, 2009 

Present: Bruce Fletcher, Pat Brown, Pastor  

Aurand, Jen Kilps, Donnalle Santana, Crystal 

 Dubois, Jesse Matthews, Gail Buchholz 

Summer Fellowship Hour 

All set for our Soldiers’ and Angels coffee hour fol-

lowing 9:00 service August 30th. 

Promotional Activities 

6:30 Flyer:Pastor printed up a number of flyers about 

our 6:30 service. Some were offered at the service it-

self for people to take to friends and neighbors. In ad-

dition 50+ were placed on car windows Sunday August 

23rd in the morning at the Newingotn Stop n Shop. We 

had observed a number of 20-30 year old couples 

shopping there on Sunday morning. 

Church Brochure” The Revised brochure is closer to 

being printed and will be available in the Narthex and 

to all committees. 

Take-a-Way Item for Visitors. Donnalee is working on 

this and Jen will assist. We are planning on an item 

like a magnet, something tha tpeople ten to keep. In 

addition we have on hand, bags with the church logo 

that we can brainstorm how to best use in the future. 

CCSU Contact:Pastor will contact the former Christian 

liaison to ascertain the current status of ministry there. 

Jen is also interested in this connection. In addition the 

interiem pastor at Yale has offered to meet with us to 

discuss how to form a relationship with our in-town 

college community. 

First Promotion at UCONN Health Center ito discuss 

promoting the new worship service  and other activi-

ties at First. 

Back Door Access to Chapel Update”Hiring a part 

time custodian is in the works for 7 for 77 and this 

would be a good first project . 

Visitors’ Parking Lot Update” Pastor obtained some 

cost information regarding the signs directing visitors 

to the parking lot  on the office side of the building. 

She will follow up with Craig Diangelo.   

Fall Door Hanging Event:On October 10th we will re-

prise our door hanging event from 9-12. Jen will lead 

this event wichi will focus on placing door hangers in 

New Britain neighborhoods. Pastor and Jen will target 

the neighborhoods. Robert Buchholz will provide 

routes for the drop offs. Jesse and Crystal will help to 

engage the youth.Bruce will provde refreshments a for 

after. There will be a follow up post card campaign. 

Jen shared with the committee her approach to the po-

sition she has been hired for and distributed a question-

naire for committee members to fill out that will aid 

her in developing plans for congregational fellowship, 

mission, and outreach. 

Gail Buchholz 

mailto:bjohnson@1stlutherannb.org
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   “In autumn, what appears to be dying or dead, is still 

very much alive.”  So goes the quote I jotted down a 

year or two ago that just resurfaced among the flotsam 

and jetsam of my life. 

 

   I’ll admit it made me feel good.  After months of tend-

ing my modest gardens and feeling relatively pleased at 

their response to my pampering, over the last week 

things have changed.  The hostas and lily-of-the-valley 

have shriveled and turned brown. Hydrangea blossoms 

have lost their color. Petunias are far from perky.  The 

pots of impatiens seem impatient  to be done with their 

sassy display. 

 

   It is sad when the annuals complete their brief time on 

stage.  But it is reassuring to know that most of the 

plants, the hardy, dependable perennials, will return on 

schedule next spring. 

 

   With a little TLC now their downtime will assure their 

reemergence next April or May, and hopefully they will 

be bigger, better, and more plentiful than ever. 

 

   It pays to do a careful fall weeding, to protect tender 

plants from the elements, and to diligently trim or re-

move diseased or damaged stems and branches. 

 

   Maybe it’s time to move a few things to new locations 

where they will have a better chance to survive. 

. 

  There’s always room to dig in new bulbs as nothing 

says spring like waves of daffodils and colorful drifts of 

tulips.  New growth is essential and rewarding. 

 

   The flow of nature in our gardens, with times of 

healthy growth and bountiful harvest followed by peri-

ods of withdrawal, rest, and inactivity, patterns the flow 

of society: emerging nations thrive and then retreat; in 

our own lives, growth and productive decades are fol-

lowed eventually by reduced vigor and our own fading 

away. 

 

   Think of the world 100 years ago and our current 

times- the changes are astounding (both wonderful and 

dreadful); the flow of time is inevitable and reassuring 

nonetheless. 

   So too is the life of our church.  This church.  Our re-

cently published church history recounts the life of First 

from the beginning.   

 

This “garden” of God was planned and plotted and nur-

tured lovingly. 

 

   Its early years of growth and vitality were a joy.  But 

nothing lasts forever and First Lutheran has not been 

spared in the uncertainty of the early 21st century.  We 

appear to have slipped into the autumn of our congrega-

tion’s life cycle. 

 

   Our once huge congregation has dwindled; our beauti-

ful church is bearing the indignities of old age; our fi-

nancial plenty of yesteryear is gone, like soil depleted. 

 

      But perhaps we follow the pattern of nature’s gar-

dens.  What appears to be dying may still be very much 

alive.  Things are NOT what they used to be.  They will 

never be the same again.  Times have changed and sur-

vival means changing with the times. 

 

   Our leaders are hoping to give the old FLCR some 

TLC much as the gardener does.  Address our strengths 

and  feed them.  Get rid of what cannot survive, what is 

eroded and outdated.  

 

Get outside help.  Reach out to attract new members.  

We need youth and enthusiasm.   This church was 

ALIVE- 

 

Can’t spring come again? 

 

   This “garden” at 77 deserves the nurturing that will 

bring it back to a place of vibrant growth and harvest. 

 

   For this season, we need to minister to a troubled com-

munity.  We must make life more pleasurable and fulfill-

ing to our older members and include them in the 

changes to their lifelong church home. 

 

They have long nurtured this garden.  We can reach out 

to our NB neighbors and offer support.  We can work 

with other churches and city agencies to improve the 

city, supporting the arts and education as well as aiding 

the homeless and hungry. 

 

   As we take a winter break from tending our own gar-

dens, let’s put that effort into the tending tasks that await 

us on Franklin Square. 

                                    Diane Wolf 

 

 Attending Gardens...   
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Altar Guild News  

WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN, ALL AGES, IN OUR CONGREGATION! 
Please see Ina Knapp, Greta Kobylarz, Diane Glaser, or Cindy Pavano and consider joining us. We are al-

ways looking for new members.  

When making memorial donations for flowers, the check should be payable to Altar Guild. It should inidi-

cate who is making the donation and who the flowers are in memory of. Also, there are memorial flower 

envelopes at the back of the sanctuary. 

           Adoptive Parents Needed 

 

Have you ever considered becoming a foster or 

adoptive parent?  Connecticut’s children need you! 

 

Community Residences, Inc. is a non-profit organi-

zation that provides therapeutic foster care and adop-

tion services to children throughout Connecticut.  

The children cared for by our foster families have 

been abused and neglected, and often have behav-

ioral and emotional issues to work through.  We also 

care for children who have complex medical needs.   

 

Foster parents are just like you and me...they are 

families, single people, or couples.  They have no 

children, young children, children who are going off 

to college, and are retirees.  Community residents 

foster parents all have the desire to provide a safe 

and loving environment for a child who is in need. 

 

Community Residences, Inc. foster and pre-adoptive 

parents receive training and support to help them to 

parent their children.  They also receive a monetary 

stipend to help cover their expenses. 

 

If you would like more information about foster or 

adoptive parenting, please call Jen at (888) 737-7775 

x117 or via email at jkay@criinc.org.  

 

The Altar Guild is planning a luncheon meeting on 

October 5th in Room 5 at 11:00 A.M.. Shirley Hiser, 

Dotty Nelson and Norma Wallace volunteered to 

serve the lunch. 

You are more than welcome to  join our group. 

Please speak to Ina Knapp, Cindy Pavano, Greta 

Kobylarz or Diane Glaeser. 

Fresh flowers on the altar in memory of loved ones 

will be gratefully received starting in September. En-

velopes are in the pews as well as on the back table.  

 

 

 

Prayer List 

 

October 2009 

 
 

 

 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. 

Please write names on the welcome cards or yellow 

cards in the pews or call them in to the office. 

 

Note: Names in parentheses are those who sub-

mitted the names they follow 

Irene Lukasiewski, Donald Ruta, Dean Lord 

(Pat Brown), Jessy Matthews, the youth of 

FLCR, Carl Gustafson, James Buys, Richard 

Buys, Eleanor Calderone, Allan Peterson 

(Eleanor Calderone’s brother), the Johnson 

family and friends (Tameka Kelly), Irene 

Kelly, Kathy G. (Pat Brown), Wallace Peter-

son, and the grieving families of Susan 

Chmielecki, Eda Johnson, Norman Hedenberg 

J. Hernandez (Louis Sacco), Pamela Downes 

and Michael Carbone 

mailto:jkay@criinc.org
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 Music NewsñOctober, 
2009  

 
Summer thanks 
Many thanks to the choir and band for their ongoing commitment 
to our 12-month music ministry. Not only did we have choir an-
thems and special band music all summer, the band and choir really 
stepped up to the plate on May 24 and September 6 at our outdoor 
services. We welcomed the return of  Alyssa Hughes and Cindy 
Pavano to the band. Well done, one and all! 
 

Top 25 hymns to be sung in worship 
While we learn a new hymn each month in our Hymn of  the Month 
program, I continue to plan at least one hymn each Sunday from our 
Top 25 list. 
 

Karl Nilsson completes second year at Lutheran  
Summer Music 
Our band bassist, choir tenor, and son of  Eric and Lisa had another 
great experience learning about music and church this summer. Check 
out LSMõs Website:  
www.lutheransummermusic.org 
or their Facebook page: 
http://www.facebook.com/search/?
q=lutheran+summer+music&init=quick#/pages/Lutheran-
Summer-Music-LSM/18234650629?
ref=search&sid=1548737213.4204148821..1 

A SUMMER OF 
FUN MUSIC DAYS  
 
Thanks to all who volunteered to play and sing at our Fun 
Music Days this summer. 
 

FUN DAY #1:  
Talent Show 
10:15 A.M. Sunday, July 19 
Summer schedules seemed to keep this from rising far off  the 
groundñbut we had a great time playing jazz standards from 
The Real Book, and decided to have Real Book Sunday once 
in a while throughout the year. Stay tuned! 
 
Everyone at church (and everyone they know!) is invited 
to perform. You donõt need to be able to improvise on 
your instrument, but itõs more funñBill Hively can teach 
you how! 
 
 

 
FUN DAY #2:  
Outdoor Worship 
9:00 A.M. Sun., Sept. 6 
Having two former band members back made this a lot of  
fun. The band and choirõs energy were caught by the congre-
gation as well . 

 

LSM was recently the cover feature in Lutheran Witness magazine. 
Check out the article at: 
http://www.lcms.org/pages/wPage.asp?
ContentID=492&IssueID=31 
 

Please share your talentñand yourselfñwith our 
church family 
Our band and choir are neither perfect musicians nor perfect peo-
pleñleast of  all your Minister of  Music! We put our robes on one 
sleeve at a time. But we do our best every week, and strive to im-
prove our skills all the time. Weõre saving a place for you to make 
music alongside us. 
 If you  sing and youõre new to First Lutheran, consider coming 
out the first Wednesday of  the month. After choir, we have a great 
coffee hour with little sandwiches and good cake. 
 

Not a singer? Be a ringer 
Cindy Pavano directs our all-ages Bell Choir. Itõs really fun. The first 
rehearsal is October 25 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 5 on the upper floor 
the Education Building. After that, we rehearse at 8:40 A.M. and 
play at 9:00 A.M. through Christmas. 
 
 

Peace in Christ, 

  Bill Hively, Minister of Music 
(860) 224-2475, ext. 14;  

bhively@1stlutherannb.org 
 

 

PLAYING OUTDOORS 
Block Party brings our music to the community 
One of  my goals this year is to use the talents of  our musi-
cians to make a difference on our community. Director of  
Congregational Life Jen Kilps provided a great chance to do 
this with her very first event, the Block Party outdoors Sep-
tember 23 with free food and music. Our band, choir members 
and friends performed for our peopleñand our neighborsñ
and I thank each and every one for their fine effort. 

 

YOUTH MUSIC FOR CREATION SUNDAYS 
Youth Director Bre Johnson is a fine musician. We are consider-
ing ways to bring music performed by our youth into the seven-
Sunday Creation series Pastor Aurand has planned for this fall. 
Please be ready to say òYes!ó when we ask you to participate. 

 

 

Rehearsal & Performance Schedules 
 

Choir (9th gradeðadult: ôcuriousõ always welcome) 
Wednesday Oct. 7, 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal, then òCoffee andéó 
Wednesday Oct. 14, 21, 28, 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal, Choir Room 
Sundays 8:30 A.M. Warm-up, Choir Room; sing at 9 AM. 
 

Band (all ages welcome, all instruments needed!) 
Rehearse Thursdays at 7 P.M.; Play every Sunday at 9 A.M. 
 

http://www.lutheransummermusic.org
http://www.facebook.com/search/?q=lutheran+summer+music&init=quick#/pages/Lutheran-Summer-Music-LSM/18234650629?ref=search&sid=1548737213.4204148821..1
http://www.facebook.com/search/?q=lutheran+summer+music&init=quick#/pages/Lutheran-Summer-Music-LSM/18234650629?ref=search&sid=1548737213.4204148821..1
http://www.facebook.com/search/?q=lutheran+summer+music&init=quick#/pages/Lutheran-Summer-Music-LSM/18234650629?ref=search&sid=1548737213.4204148821..1
http://www.facebook.com/search/?q=lutheran+summer+music&init=quick#/pages/Lutheran-Summer-Music-LSM/18234650629?ref=search&sid=1548737213.4204148821..1
http://www.lcms.org/pages/wPage.asp?ContentID=492&IssueID=31
http://www.lcms.org/pages/wPage.asp?ContentID=492&IssueID=31
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Autumn GalaðCovenant Village of Crom-

well Benefit Event 

 

 
Covenant Village of Cromwell will hold their 

“Autumn Gala” on Sunday October 11th at 5:00 

P.M.  

A silent auction and social hour will be held prior to 

dinner. GLAD  will present a program after dinner 

of contemporary Christian music. This group places 

a strong emphasis on complex vocals with classical 

and jazz overtones.  

Tickets are $60.00 for the evening. To purchase 

tickets or for more information, call Janet Carlson at 

860-754-3045. Reservation deadline is October 6th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

Vistorsô Parking Lot Update:  

 

Pastor obtained some cost information regarding 

signs directing visitors to the parking lot on the of-

fice side of the building.  She will follow up on pos-

sible criteria necessary for “permanent” signs on our 

property with Craig Diangelo. 

 

Fall Door Hanging Event:   

 

On Oct. 10th we will reprise our door hanging event 

of 2007, from 9:00 to 12:00.  Jen will lead this event 

which will focus on placing door hangers in a New 

Britain neighborhood.  Contributing to the event will 

be Pastor and Jen  identifying the neighborhood we 

will target,  Robert Buchholz providing “routes” for 

the hanger drop offs, Jesse and Crystal helping to 

engage our youth in the event, and Bruce providing 

the after event refreshments.  

We also plan a follow up postcard campaign to the 

addresses in the neighborhood chosen and we will 

work with Craig Diangelo to obtain the names and 

addresses of the people in the neighborhood we will 

canvass. We need to have postcards to send to them. 

 

Soldiers’ Angels Fellowship Hour 

 

The Outreach Committee wants to thank everyone 

who attended our Special  Coffee and Lemonade 

Hour on August 30.  We heard lots of nice com-

ments about the arrangements and  opportunities 

for conversation. We collected $132 for the Sol-

diers’ Angels Program and Thrivent is generously 

adding another $100 to it.  We’re sure that our 

men and women in the Armed Forces (and their 

families) will appreciate the services our donation 

will provide. 

 

 

 

INSTALLATION OF THE FLCR’S  

DIRECTOR OF CONGRE-

GATIONAL LIFE, 

DR. JENNIFER KILPS 

 
Please plan to be present with the entire church fam-

ily on Sunday, Sept. 27th,  to participate in the instal-

lation of Jennifer Kilps as FLCR’s Director of Con-

gregational Life.  Jennifer, though still young, has a 

resume full of previous church work, including work 

with the Minnesota Council of Churches, the Lu-

theran Volunteer Corps of Minneapolis and Washing-

ton, DC, and the congregation of Bethel New Life in 

Chicago, IL.  She has also worked in the Lutheran 

office for public policy in Wisconsin. We are pleased 

and energized that she has chosen  a “calling” at First 

Lutheran for the next couple years. We look forward 

to the lay ministry that she does and will develop 

with the congregation. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, THANK YOU½S, AND REMEMBRANCES 

Each month in the Temple Chimes, we would like to thank, congratulate and remember those in our parish.  Have you seen some-

one do a special deed around the church that you would like to thank?  Is there a special anniversary/birthday coming up?  Call the 

church office 224-2475 if you would like to add a few lines. 

 

Not really a congratulations or thank you, but... 

 

 

Hymn #365 

 

 

This is a hoot, but I suspect the minister didn't ap-

preciate it.  

 

 

A minister was completing a temperance sermon. 

With great emphasis he said,  

'If I had all the beer in the world, I'd take it and 

pour it into the river.'  

 

 

With even greater emphasis he said,  

'And if I had all the wine in the world, I'd take it 

and pour it into the river.' 

 

 

And then finally, shaking his fist in the air, he 

said,  

'And if I had all the whiskey in the world, 

I'd take it and pour it into the river..' 

 

 

Sermon complete, he sat down.  

 

 

The song leader stood very cautiously and an-

nounced with a smile, nearly laughing,  

'For our closing song, let us sing Hymn #365,  

Shall We Gather at the River.'  

 

 

Smile, life is too short not to!  

 
 
 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 

 

 

Eda Johnson 

September 11th 

 

 

Susan Chmielecki 

August 22nd    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From  the officeð 

 

Deadline for the November 2009 Temple 

Chimes is October 8th.  

 

Did you know that Temple Chimes was origi-

nally called Tempelklockon? Underneath it says 

Luthersk  Traktat-Tidnong. I’m not sure what 

that translates to. There is a picture of the 25th 

anniversary  from 1906 downstairs by Fellow-

ship Hall at the bottom of the stairs in the book 

that flips. Check it out. 

 

Call the church if you go into the hospital, con-

valescent home, or if you need pastoral care. We 

want to ensure that you are well taken care of. 

 

Please communicate any changes, updates, or  

questions that you may have. If I’ve missed any-

thing, please let me know.  

 

Pam Andrews 

 

 



 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

77 Franklin Square + New Britain, CT 06051 + Phone: (860) 224-2475 +  Fax: (860) 827-9848 

www.1stlutherannb.org 

Welcome Statement:  We warmly welcome people of any race, nationality, sexual orientation, age, ability, possessions, or 

education.  A community of believers, we are empowered by faith in Jesus Christ to make the Gospel open to all and visible to 

all whose lives we touch.ðAdopted June 28, 2003 

First Lutheran Staff 

 
Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Willard Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor 

Dr. Jennifer Kilps, Director of Congregational Life 

William Hively, Minister of Music 

Richard Legnani, Sexton 

Pam Andrews, Administrative Assistant 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

Service 9 a.m.  In the sanctuary. 
   Come as you are worship6:30 p.m. in the chapel. 

Holy Communion is served at both. 
Bible Studies 

1st and 3rd Wednesday at Paradise Restaurant 7 a.m. 
    and every Wednesday at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 10 a.m. 

at FLCR 
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