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I am somewhat of a train fan, 

having lived among an extended 

family fascinated with steam en-

gines, knowledgeable about US 

railroads and themselves hobby-

ists with 0-scale train yards. I 

have ridden our two Connecticut 

excursion rail lines in Naugatuck 

and Essex and I can appreciate, 

for example, the thrill of seeing a 

steam engine fully fired up and 

advancing in all its power. The 

billowing smoke makes it impos-

sible to see even 12 inches in 

front of you when you stand near 

enough to the train, and the world  

for miles around knows the en-

gineôs presence as it readies itself 

to run its appointed journey. 

Right now First Lutheran is in 

the process of ñsteaming up.ò  

The coals are being stoked: 

weôve added staff with the pres-

ence of Dr. Jennifer Kilps, Direc-

tor of Congregational Life, and 

expect a new youth director  on 

board ï none too soon, since 11 

youth are registered for the 

Hammonasset  campout. We are 

doing some mechanical work and 

ñpolishing up of the parts of this 

engineò  and the good news is 

that the Property  committee, ñ7 

for 77,ò and Church Council are 

very committed  and energized to 

make the church a safe space. It 

doesnôt hurt, also, that weôve re-

ceived good news about the fea-

sibility of a high-tech, low-cost 

(comparatively), permanent solu-

tion for the towers. 

Now although many of you are 

excited about the mission of 

FLCR, which ministers in the 

city of New Britain through its 

mission of outreach- particularly 

to youth, families and new mem-

bers of the community and its  

building up the body with  wor-

ship and weekday ñlife empower-

ing opportunities,ò yet you pon-

der how to have others join in the 

excitement.  How are others 

brought to live lives of faith? 

I came across a recent article in 

The Lutheran which recalled how 

disappointed church members get 

when they invite others ï friends, 

co-workers, families members- 

with no results.  We get discour-

aged about extending the invita-

tion, believing that no one will 

have an interest. The article ad-

vised this: Change the focus from 

sharing how important Sunday 

morning worship is to what God 

is doing ïin your own life. Yes, 

this might feel awkward at first.  

Most of us arenôt used to talking 

about our faith lives.  Yet, this 

openness and care for another 

might just open the door of the 

church to the person youôve in-

vited: ask for what you can pray 

for that person; notice how God 

might be at work in what you ex-

perience  with that person;  find 

someone to join you in a service 

project,  share an idea from a ser-

mon or something you are ex-

cited about at FLCR; be ready to 

answer questions about your 

faith;  say grace and lead by ex-

ample. 

In such a way, we start the steam 

building and will soon find that 

the world for miles around will   

hear the Good News at work at 

77 Franklin Sq.  Seeing godly 

power active and chugging forth 

is - like a steam engine ï truly a 

thrilling sight. 

Pastor Elisabeth Aurand 

 

 

 

 

  Congregational Meeting September 13th 
 

   Please plan on attending  ! 

 
There will be a special congregational meeting following worship on September 13th. A 

congregational vote will be taken  regarding property concerns, including a plan for re-

pair of the towers.  
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Grace and Peace to you,  

Dear Members of  First Lutheran 

Church of  the Reformation! 
 
I would like to thank you all for the warm welcome 
you have extended to me since my arrival in New Brit-
ain.  From helping me unload my U-Haul truck, to 
providing me with meals, giving me detailed tours and 
directions, loaning me a beloved automobile ð your 
assistance these past weeks has been warm and gener-
ous.  I know that I would not feel as at home here as I 
do without your gracious hospitality. 
 
As you know, I have just started as your new Director 
of Congregational Life.  This is a new position and will 
take not only the guidance of Pastor Aurand and the 
FLCR Church Council, but even more importantly, it 
requires the participation of you ALL as the members 
of this Church body of Christ.    
 
I have great hopes for this next coming year.  As you 
may have heard, I have a special interest in Christian 
hospitality.  Hospitality is an ancient tradition found in 
not only Christianity but in Judaism and Islam as well.  
It is the art and practice of making people feel wel-
come, of inviting people into our personal lives to 
share ourselves with them as they do with us.  It is 
about meeting peoples needs ð whatever those needs 
may be. 
  
Jesus teaches us in Matthew 25:35-36, 40  ôFor I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited meé Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my fam-
ily, you did it to me.õ 
 
As Christians we believe that when we welcome oth-
ers, and feed others and spend our precious time with 
others that we are welcoming Christ himself into our 
lives.  
 
So my hopes for this next year focus on hospitality.  
That we take the time and make the effort to be open 
and hospitable as Christ would have us do.   
 

That we welcome others as Christ has welcomed us 
into his body ð the life of the Church.   
 
Hospitality has TWO important components.  We 
must equally extend our welcome to THOSE IN 
NEED and to EACH OTHER.  Both are equally im-
portant.  We must make space in our lives for those 
strangers we meet who may have, sometimes desper-
ate, needs ð as well as making time for each other, 
people we may have ôknownõ our whole lives but who 
still may be strangers. 
 
So my hopes for the year are that we grow together in 
love, spending time together, hopefully having some 
real fun as well as doing some hard work.  And that 
we reach out into the community in ways we have not 
even imagined yet.  That we practice the art of hospi-
tality togetherñas a Church.   
 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Jen Kilps,  
Director of Congregational Life 

*************************************************  

Celebrate Jenniferôs Arrival at Oktoberfest 

Dear First Lutheran Church family. 

Join us for a rousing welcome to Jennifer Kilps on 

Thursday September 10th at 7PM in the upstairs Mu-

nich Room and the rooftop Beer Garden. Where? New 

Britainôs new and improved Eastside Restaurant on 

113 Dwight Street. Order refreshments and light fare 

on your own (before or after your dinner) and enjoy 

the entertainment and the evening stars at New Brit-

ainôs most active, enterprising and fun pub. The beer 

garden is partially canopied so the weather doesnôt 

matter. 

You might want to drive by to see the beer garden con-

struction. The decorative ornamental iron shelter 

framework is now being assembled in the parking lot 

to be hoisted into position in the week of August 3rd. 

Hope to see you there for ñSeptemberfestò and a 

chance to show Jennifer how thrilled we feel to have 

her here. 

No need to RSVP. It will be fun to see what the East-

side has done and see everyone after the summer sea-

son.         Best regards, 7 for 77 
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Summer Fellowship Hour:  Our event will take 

place August 30th in the upstairs lounge and li-

brary following the 9:00 service.  Our special col-

lection will be for Soldiersô Angels and we will 

have a red, white, and blue patriotic theme. Re-

freshments will include lemonade, coffee and 

cookies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Door Access to the Chapel:  We would like 

to open the back door so that people can enter for 

the 6:30 worship from that door. There is a lot of 

cleanup that needs to be done before this can hap-

pen, outside and inside. The 7 for 77 group  are 

planning a cleanup event and we will see if this 

work can be included. 

 

 

Necessary Items for a Welcoming Worship: 

Pastor read an article that described what is 

needed for a church to attract people to worship.  

The committee felt we were OK with some items 

and fall short on others. One issue is the parking 

situation for visitors.  We decided to designate the 

parking area near the office entrance as visitor 

parking, with sandwich board signs showing the 

way to this area.  We will look into putting a small 

sign on the green in front of church.  We would 

have other signs on our church property as well.   

 

 

Fall Door Hanging Event.  We would like to 

have this early in the Fall and will ask Jennifer 

Kilps to help with the arrangements.  Details re-

lated to the area we will cover, number of hangers 

and postcards to order, etc. will be finalized in Au-

gust. 

 

 

Gail Buchholz 

 

Council: Church Council met August 17th.     

Minutes will be in the next edition. 

 

******************************************  

 

Executive Board  
The executive Board did not meet in July or August. 

 

******************************************  

 

Outreach 

 
Minutes of the July 26, 2009 Meeting of the  

Outreach Committee 

 
                                  

Present: Pat Brown, Bruce Fletcher, Pastor Au-

rand, Donnalee Santana, Gail Buchholz, Dave  

Keating, Crystal Dubois 

 

 

 

Web Site:  Dave shared some ideas he has for en-

riching the web site: posting information from the 

Sunday bulletins; posting historical data about 

First Lutheran; and emphasizing the activities of 

our youth group with lots of photos and a link 

from a Facebook page to the site.  The committee 

suggested the anniversary book as a source of his-

torical information and photos from the recent 

youth trip to Ohio and we will look into having a 

liaison with the youth group to help with the Face-

book link. 

 

 

Promotional Activities:  Pastor made some final 

changes to the brochure. Gail will review and re-

turn the mockup to her.  Gail placed a free item in 

the community events section of the Rare Re-

minder about our 6:30 worship service and the 

ñadò has been running for several weeks.  We 

would like to have something besides the flyer to 

give to visitors.   
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 Property Committee Meeting 

 

The Property Committee met August 11, 2009.  

Members present were Daivd Walentukonis, Karl 

Nilsson, Tom Abucewicz, Eric Nilsson. 

 

New Business 

 

North Glass Door (education building entry) Stick-

ing. Eric N. will address problem before next meet-

ing. 

 

Fellowship Hall Menôs room unhinged. Rich did 

temporary repair till Tom A. accomplished a perma-

nent repair. Thank you Tom! 

 

Office door to education building (cross door). A 

bent screw was interfering with door operator. Karl 

and Eric resolved problem. Thank you Karl and 

Eric. 

 

ñThe Property Teamò is looking for spirited peo-

ple to step up to the challenge of property mainte-

nance and up keep. Outreach had a great turnout for 

the ñWeed and Feedò, ñWeed the Garden Ice Cream 

Social Eventò. Weôd like to keep this momentum 

going on the Property Committee. Anyone wishing 

to get involved should contact David, Tom,  Karl, 

Jeff, Pastor, or myself (Eric). Many hands make 

light work! 

 

Firstôs ñIò needs remounting in the sign. Eric and 

Karl will take care of this before the weekend. 

 

The floor refinishing project has been tabled due to 

high humidity and temperature. Weôll revisit this 

closer to the fall.  

 

Jenôs office leak will be looked into as soon as the 

drain inspection cam becomes available. 

 

Old Business 

 

Advance Energy anticipates starting conversion to 

energy efficient lamps and fixtures by the end of the 

month. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eric Nilsson 

  

  Synod Report 
 

What an impressive site to see, more than six hun-

dred Lutherans from the New England Synod in one 

hall discussing and voting on important resolutions, 

matters such as Disabilities, World Hunger, Darfur, 

Human Sexuality and others that will be brought to 

the Church Wide Assembly.  

 

We started our sessions with prayer and at least one 

hymn from the ñNew Hymnalò. Of course we knew 

almost all of them. The band and percussion were 

very evident.  

 

The Key Note speaker was excellent and brought the 

message that ñJesus has left the building and can be 

found in many different placesò. We shared with 

those around us where we found Jesus. ñI found him 

in a campground in Virginia where several had gath-

ered for a vesper serviceò. I think  this is happening 

all around us.  

 

The Friday night service at Trinity Lutheran Church 

in Worcester, MA was fantastic. The last communion 

hymn was ñI  Am the Bread of Lifeò. When the last 

refrain was sung, ñI Will Raise You Upò everyone 

stood with arms reached to the Lord. I was over-

whelmed and could not sing another word. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the 

Assembly. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Sylvia Herberts. 
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 Seven for Seventy Seven Minutes 

 
Seven for 77 met on July 26, 2009. Present were 

Tameka Kelley, Bruce Fletcher, Beth Allen, Eric Nils-

son, Pat Brown, Wendy Whicher, and Pastor Aurand. 
 

Wendy Whicher recommends that we make the effort 

to re=establish contact with the Connecticut Trust for 

Historic Preservation. On the committeeôs recommen-

dation she will pursue this action. Her fees for this 

preliminary work are $60.00. We will be requesting  

approval from council that funds of $500.00 be set 

aside for her efforts to obtain grants, and that the grant 

application work will also go forward. 

Eric Nilsson reported that consulting engineer Joe 

Porcaro has reviewed the preliminary design for the 

specialty anchors to stabilize the towers. Cintec Amer-

ica, Inc. feels that the towers can be saved. Bid docu-

ments have been developed, and estimates and timeta-

bles are being sought. 
 

Bruce Fletcher reported that Jen, our new Director of 

Congregational Life, will be arriving on August 2nd 

and will need some help moving in. We will be send-

ing her a fruit basket to welcome her and will arrange 

a welcome party at the East Side Restaurant Beer Gar-

den on September 10th at 7:00 P.M.. She also needs a 

car, if anyone can assist her with some direction in 

that vein. 

 

The next meeting will be held at 10:15 on Sunday Au-

gust 23rd. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Bruce Fletcher and Pat Brown 
***************************************************  

 HAVE YOU REMEMBERED FIRST  

LUTHERAN IN YOUR WILL?  
 

Although friends, family and acquaintances know 

that the church is dear to you, donations in your 

memory made or may not be made to the church 

when the time comes. You can be sure that a gift is 

given, however, by seeing that the church is written 

in as a beneficiary, the next time you revise your 

will.  
 

 

A Pasta Czar Leader: Lisa Jaksina 

 
Every Wednesday evening Pasta Supper brings 

so much delight and joy to those in the New 

Britain Community and our congregation, that it 

has become an event all its own. 
 

There are team captains who head each team, 

kitchen members, and gracious servers to deliver 

the over abundantly delicious meal.  To those of 

you who are unaware, the First Lutheran Church 

garden supplies the Pasta Supper with fresh pro-

duce each week for salads. 
 

Since this is a huge undertaking from all who 

help, I offered to volunteer my services to help 

co-ordinate volunteers, accept outside help from 

other area Churches, ensure gratitude is ex-

pressed to those who help, and coordinate winter 

coat and clothing drives for those who attend our 

weekly Pasta Suppers. 
 

We are always searching for generous members 

to spread First Lutherans commitment (found in 

the mission statement) to be:  first by reach-
ing out to new members of our com-
munity. If you are interested in joining a team, 

want to help out for an evening, join with a 

friend or a friendôs team, please do not hesitate 

to call Lisa Jaksina at 223-7278. If you volunteer 

weekly but are not on a designated team, please 

call me so I can place your name on the list. 
 

Remember, in these trying times, outreach can 

be a vital and intricate part of someoneôs daily 

life.  Many individuals and families are feeling 

the stress and demands placed on them that are 

beyond their control. 
 

 

Pastorôs note: After a year of searching for 

a pasta program leader, finally someone has 

the call to this ministry.  Thank you, Lisa! 

We pledge our support to carry out this vital 

work of the church. 
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            Temple Chimes Goes Abroad 

 
                     Walking in Paulôs Footsteps 
This past July we took a Mediterranean cruise.  A high-

light of the week was our tour of Ephesus, Turkey, where 

Paul is known to have lived and preached.  Gail had read 

about Paulôs travels in Bible Study and Robert has a pen-

chant for old/ancient architecture and cultures so this tour 

was a must.  We traveled from the port city of Kusadasi 

with our guide Rika to Ephesus where our tour began at 

the top of the city. From here we could see the remains of 

many monuments and buildings stretching out before us 

as the city sloped down the hillside.  It was an amazing 

sight.  Ephesus was once a seaport and we could imagine 

how the city, in-tact and reaching out to the Aegean Sea, 

might have looked to Paul. 

We walked down the main street as our guide pointed out 

the sites on either side. We saw the Forum and Senate 

where city leaders would debate the political issues of the 

day. The street is paved in marble slabs and Rika said 

that when Ephesus was a working city, sand and rain 

could make walking the streets treacherous especially 

since the footwear worn then were leather sandals. 

Farther down are remnants of columns which once sepa-

rated upscale shops in an area our guide called the Rodeo 

Drive of Ephesus and also included the homes of wealthy 

residents. The city was quite modern, with a sewage sys-

tem and running water and central heat in some of the 

houses.  And the residents ate pretty much what we do 

today:  fruits, vegetables, fish, bread, honey, and wine. 

Continuing down the street we stopped at the Latrina, the 

public toilets.  Surrounding an open bathing pool are 

walls lined with seats and each seat has a hole in the mid-

dle. The Ephesians would sit side by side on the toilets 

chatting and gossiping. 

Still further down is the library with a two story façade 

that has been quite well restored.  As a retired librarian, 

Gail, of course, had to go inside. This city was among the 

first to begin to use parchment, since papyrus used by the 

Egyptians was difficult to obtain.  The library once held 

12000 scrolls. Directly across the street from the library 

stood the brothel, or Love House, as it was called.  Rika 

said the men of Ephesus would tell their wives they were 

going to the library when, in fact, they were planning to 

visit the Love House.  Then she said she was just joking 

because the Love House was openly acknowledged by 

the cityôs residents. 

And then, we saw the open air theatre where Paul 

preached! Over time additional sections have been added 

on so it can now seat 25000 people and is still used on 

occasion for concerts.  After viewing a short play pre-

sented by costumed actors, we headed back to the bus, 

past the ever present souvenir shops. Our guide had al-

ready warned us that the ñold coinsò offered for sale were 

just made last week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We returned to the port city where we visited a Turkish 

carpet shop and learned how these beautiful rugs are 

made by hand. Each square inch contains 640 double 

knots and the women who weave them can only work 

two or three hours a day to preserve their hands and eyes.  

We bought a Turkish prayer rug which now hangs in the 

entry of our house. And we wonder if Paul could have 

gotten it at a better price. 

Robert and Gail Buchholz 

Visit our web site at www.1stlutherannb.org to see where 

else Temple Chimes was this summer. Go to ñAbout Usò 

and then Temple Chimes. 

 

Camp Calumet Celebrates 50 Years of Ministry ! 

 On November 1st  there will be a celebration at Trin-

ity Lutheran Church in Worcester, MA. The celebra-

tion starts with a welcoming at 2:00 followed by greet-

ings.  At 3:15  there will be a display  of photoôs and 

videoôs of Calumet Summer Camp. Yummy appetizers 

will be served. At 4:30 the Music Camp Choir will 

perform a thirty minute prelude to worship in the sanc-

tuary. Reverend Jonathan Hopkins  will be the 

preacher. Jonôs grandfather is one of the founders of 

the camp. A number of his family members are staff 

alumni. No registration is necessary.  

********************************************  

       SPRITUAL RESOURCES FOR COPING  

                       WITH ILLNESS  

...will be the focus of a session after the October 19th 

9 A.M. service of healing.  We will focus on the 

needs we experience when coping with an ill-

ness.  We will consider answers to questions regard-

ing how, why and when are spiritual resources es-

sential and helpful.  We will look at some of the 

clinical evidence that spiritual resources can help us 

recover from illness, injury, or disease. 

Reverend William Baumgartner 


