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Some of you have been guided by 

the image of pruning as part of the 

fruit bearing process of a tree - the 

stage of being cut back, in order for 

a plant or tree to have more vigor 

and focus on its task of bearing fruit 

instead of wasting energy producing 

unneeded limbs and vines. At one 

6:30  Sunday night service we spent 

a whole sermon looking at slides of 

how this happens in grape plants. 

Just now at the start of summer, 

grape vines will produce tiny white 

flowers which begin to bear fruit 

thereafter- first in the form of small, 

green knobs which will become the 

grapes. 

Metaphorically, this might describe 

the First Lutheran congregation, 

which has been numerically ñcut 

backò since the December vote to 

stay at 77 Franklin Sq. I, too, picture 

the congregation as a plant with 

more focus and vigor to bear fruit 

and know that the season could be 

upon us for fruit-bearing.  What 

would such fruit be, I wonder, as we 

begin this summer season of growth 

in the Spirit, where we wander 

through the events of Jesusô ministry 

during each Sundayôs gospel:  the 

sending out of the disciples;  the 

feeding of five thousand; miracles 

like the healing of the Syrophoeni-

cian woman. 

One vision of the type of ñfruitò this 

ñplantò would bear might be ñthe 

vigorous urban Lutheran ministry.ò 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Detroit, Michigan is such a church. 

Although Trinity is a Missouri 

Synod congregation, it has a vibrant 

ministry in a city which is full of 

problems and therefore, ministry 

opportunities.  It is the fastest grow-

ing church in downtown Detroit, 

with over 1800 members at a me-

dian age of 38. The church literature 

states that the congregation  is 

ñwhere the action isò in downtown 

Detroit, and that they are an innova-

tive leader in todayôs urbanite min-

istries. 

 Iôd like to believe that in New Brit-

ain, as opposed to Detroit, FLCR 

will parallel an ñurban renais-

sance.ò (Please note the corner of 

downtown now demolished and 

ready for the new police station, 

according to the downtown develop-

ment plan.) This renaissance, which 

is to include downtown residential 

units, would aid greatly in develop-

ing the fruit-bearing capacity of the 

congregation. The new Director of 

Congregational Life should  also 

aid, by adding onto FLCRôs already 

present ñinnovative ministriesò like 

the community garden, pasta sup-

pers, ñBook of Faithò  weekly eve-

ning Bible studies and Come As You 

Are Sunday night worship. The con-

gregation must make careful deci-

sions, with checks and balances of 

powers to fund these ministries and 

construct a ñsafeò base space for 

them. 

I like to imagine FLCR bearing fruit 

as a ñteaching congregation,ò some-

day hosting an urban ministry con-

ference, where congregations like 

Historic Trinity could be invited to 

share what they are doing to affirm 

Godôs love to diverse city popula-

tions.  Imagine how thrilling the 

examples would be of how self-

giving love has blossomed into ser-

vant ministries and artistic expres-

sions of faith in our American cities. 

After all, cities remain the nexus of 

culture in the US and our churches 

nurture a faith in tension with that 

culture. Our sister New England 

Lutheran city ministries in Provi-

dence, Waterbury, New Haven, 

Springfield and other places could 

benefit from such an event. Can you 

join me in the faith that in Christ all 

things are possible: that ñsmall, 

green stubsò can indeed turn to lus-

cious fruit? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor Aurand 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN RESULTS  
We thank all who came forward so enthusiastically this 2009 to pledge a total of $142,832.00 to FLCR as of June 22nd. 

This represents proportionally a greater stride on the part of the congregation than campaigns in the past.  We know that 

this stride will not always be easy to put into effect.  We are encouraged, though, that congregation heartily says ñYESò 

in giving back to God. May the pledging year on July 1st-June 30th bring growth in faith. 

 

 



2  

COUNCIL : Church Council Minutes 

June 15, 2009 
Present:  Pr. Aurand, Tom Abucewicz,, Gail Bates, Craig 

DiAngelo, Bruce Fletcher, Nancy Gentry, Leslie Marchesi-

Hughes, David Jones, Tameka Kelley, Eric Nilsson,  

Karl Nilsson, Sarah Zalewski 
 

Absent:  Robert Anderson, Alyssa Hughes 
 

The meeting was called to order by President, Tom Abucewicz, 

at 7:03 p.m. 
 

Karl Nilsson read the devotions and Pr. Aurand led a brief dis-

cussion followed by a prayer. 
 

The agenda for the meeting was adopted and the council min-

utes from the May meeting were approved.  Pr. Aurand pre-

sented her report which is on file in the office. 
 

Jennifer Kilps, candidate for Director of Congregational Life, 

was introduced and was interviewed at length by the church 

council. 

 

New Business: 
 

Stewardship Committee:  Gail Bates reported on the 

Stewardship Campaign with the numbers that were most cur-

rent.  Letters and pledge cards were sent to those who did not 

complete a pledge card on Consecration Sunday.  Pastor Au-

rand thanked those who worked on the campaign, especially co

-chairs Craig DiAngelo and Alan Robertson. 

Annual Meeting:  Postcards were prepared to be sent to 

the congregation announcing the annual meeting on June 28, 

2009.   Election of council members and officers will take 

place and there will be a presentation of a revision to the 2005 

resolution.  A report by the ó7 for 77ô Committee will also oc-

cur.  Our second candidate for Director of Congregational Life 

will be present to meet the congregation and will be inter-

viewed by the church council after the meeting.  There will 

also be a presentation on the pasta suppers. 

Nominating Committee:  Tameka reported that Alan 

Robertson and Michael Michalski were willing to serve on the 

church council and that officers recommended for 2009-2010 

are:  President ï Alan Robertson, Vice-President ï Eric Nils-

son, Treasurer ï Nancy Gentry.  A secretary is yet to be found. 

Scholarship Committee:  Gail Bates gave the recommen-

dation of the scholarship committee.  The council approved 

granting scholarships to:  Daniel Berlandy, Zachary Hughes, 

Anna Newberg, Kelsey Newberg, and Michael Soneson. 

 ñ7 for 77 Committeeò:  Craig Diangleo reported that the 

committee had received a report from the Eagle Environmental 

Company which outlined what hazardous materials had been 

found during the inspection of the Youth Center.  The total cost 

to remove the hazardous materials is $37,316.88.  This in-

cluded asbestos, lead paint, and batteries among other things.  

A price for the Youth Center has not yet been determined but 

the environmental costs will need to be considered as a part of 

it.  Eric Nilsson reported that the committee met with Joseph 

Porcaro, structural engineer, on the towers and what might be  

done.  He provided costs for the removal of one and two levels  

 
 

of the towers and needs to determine the cost of stabilization 

with the use of anchors.  The council approved the following 

motion: ñthat we hire Cintec North America at a cost of 

$1470 to determine the cost of stabilization of the towers 

and that the cost be paid from the building fund.ò 

Security:  No action has been taken and information has 

been sought on possible vendors to contact. 

Sharing of space:  A question was asked regarding the sharing 

of our facilitites by El Shaddai.  No further discussions with Pr. 

Pedro have occurred.  It was also noted that Pathways Senderos 

was not interested in sharing any of our space. 
 

Committee Reports:  All of the committee reports are on file 

in the office. 

 

Gail presented a report from both the Endowment and 

Finance Committees.  Two new line items will be added to 

the budget to accommodate expenses for interviewing the  can-

didates for Director of Congregational Life as well as provid-

ing for the salary and benefits of the person hired.  Necessary 

funds will be taken from the unrestricted memorial fund.  The 

endowment committee will be recommending to the congrega-

tion that the size of the committee be reduced from 5 to a mini-

mum of 3 and reviewed the distribution policy of the funds.  It 

was felt that no other changes were necessary at this time until 

we know for sure what direction we will be taking with the 

towers. 

 

Property Committee:  The property committee is plan-

ning a work night on June 26 from 5:30 p.m. until dark.  Many 

hands are needed to do all the work. 

 

Youth and Family:  Plans are being made for a trip to 

Lake Compounce on July 25.  Additionally, forms for 

Hammonasset will be made available. 

 

The next council meeting is June 28, 2009 immediately after 

the congregational meeting.  The second candidate for Director 

of Congregational Life will be interviewed.   If necessary, the 

council will meet on June 29 to discuss the selection of the 

candidate for Director of Congregational Life. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gail Bates  
 

Gail Bates, 

Secretary 
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Outreach Committee      

 Minutes of the 6/09/09 Meeting of the Outreach Commit-

tee.  Present: Bruce Fletcher, Holly Erickson, Pastor Au-

rand, Jesse Matthews, Gail Buchholz 

New Outreach Committee Meeting Time:  In order to 

allow more committee members to attend, we are going to 

move the meeting to Sunday afternoon prior to the 6:30 

worship service.  Our next meeting will be July 26th at 

4:30p.m. 

Web Site:  We have noticed that some of the other local 

churches do not have web sites and we feel that ours is 

very rich and up-to-date, particularly with the photos and 

worship service recordings.  Dave Keating provided the 

following statistics for activity on our web site. 

  Month   Unique Visitors    Total Visits        

 Jan         279                     466        

 Feb         314                     456        

 March    329                     450        

 April       313                     448        

 May       489                     649      

Dave will add a button, ñContact Usò.  This will lead to an 

email set up through which people at the site can send 

questions to the church office.                                        

6:30 Worship Service: Review: After 8 weeks, we feel 

the new service is going well.  We have had up to 14 peo-

ple attend the services. The Pastorôs messages and inclu-

sion of videos are highlights.  We will tweak a few things, 

such as having the back, garden entrance open for people 

to reach the Chapel that way.                                                                                   

Promotion: While realizing that a new service takes time 

to catch on, we discussed ways to promote the service. In 

addition to the banners and Big Sign, we have already 

placed a listing in the Heraldôs church directory for both 

services. Other ideas we will pursue  include having a 

presence/ad on Face Book; contacting  CCSU about pub-

lishing information about the service on campus; the Nut-

meg Youth Event in the Fall as another avenue; a free list-

ing in the Courant for both services; having information 

about the service at the Health Center.                           

Service Needs: We discussed the various needs we have 

to make the service work.  We will continue as we have 

for now and plan to have a sign up in the fall for people 

attending the service to help. 

Brochure Redesign:  Ongoing                                       

Special Summer Fellowship: We will discuss this at our 

next meeting. 

Fall Outreach Activities:  We plan to have a door hang-

ing event, followed up with postcards in another New Brit-

ain neighborhood. We also talked about how we might 

work with the new Director of Congregational Life and 

feel this activity might be a good one for that person to 

arrange.  We are planning to invite our youth to help dis-

tribute the door hangers, making this an intergenerational 

activity.  

 

Gail Buchholz 

M ISSION AND SERVICE  TASK FORCE 

 

Minutes of 06/01/09 attended by *Jan Picerno, 

Cheryl Brideaux, Pastor Aurand and Bruce Fletcher 

 

 Decision reviewed and reversed. FLCR will not col-

lect school supplies to take to Steubenville, Ohio but 

rather encourage church members to donate travel 

money for the youth trip. 

 

Reminder that folks can email photos to our web-

master David Keating at 1stlutherannb@gmail.com 

 

Cheryl reported on Lutheran World Relief projects -

opportunities pertaining to hunger and thirst. Does 

FLCR want to target drinking water shortages or ir-

rigation infrastructure deficiencies? Is FLCR more 

food and hunger oriented (irrigation) or more con-

cerned or interested in addressing the clean drinking 

water problem in the 3rd world. Cheryl and Pastor 

Elisabeth will investigate. 

 

The N.E. Synod has companion synods in Honduras 

and Jordan. Mission and Service projects in these 

countries will be explored. 

 

The Iraqi Christian family decided ñat the last min-

uteò not to leave the Lebanon refugee camp for New 

Britain. Another family may come to NB later, aided 

by the Assyrian Church and FLCR. 

 

A garden weeding party followed by an ice cream 

social will take place on Thursday July 23 starting 

6:45PM. We will weed for 1 hour and then enjoy ice 

cream. Mark your calendars. Rain date is July 30th. 

A bike rack for members riding to worship and vol-

unteering will be sought. Letôs be greener at 77 

Franklin Sq. 

 

The next meeting will be at 7:45pm during the ice 

cream social on July 23rd after the weeding  (rain 

date in July 30th). 

 

A collection of small gifts for international sailors 

may be encouraged as a service project for October 

and November. Donated items will go to the Christ-

mas at Sea program. 
 

 

mailto:1stlutherannb@gmail.com
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Executive Board Meeting June 1, 2009 
Present:  Pr. Aurand, Tom Abucewicz, Nancy Gentry, Gail 

Bates 

The board discussed the plans to interview the two candi-

dates for Director of Congregational Life and potential ques-

tions that might be asked of them.  Funds will be needed to 

provide for their transportation to New Britain as well as 

expenses while here. 

Jennifer Kilps will have the opportunity to meet the congre-

gation at a wine and cheese reception on June 13.  She will 

be interviewed by the council on June 15.   Eric Kretzmann 

will be present the weekend of June 28 and will be inter-

viewed by the council that Sunday after the annual meeting. 

Nancy reported that she had transferred an additional 

$15,000 from the unrestricted endowment fund to pay our 

present expenses. 

It was noted that Don Foberg and Greg Soneson have 

stepped down from the Endowment Committee and some 

thought might need to be given to their replacements. 

Bishop Payne will preside at the service on June 7 and will 

be available at the coffee hour that follows worship to visit 

with members of the congregation.  Because we are expect-

ing new members to join the congregation that day a cake 

will be provided by the membership committee. 

It was decided to renew a one-year contract with Network 

Solutions for our website. 

Staff reviews will be conducted this month. 

The executive board approved an honorarium of $400 for 

John Prosen, our coach for the stewardship campaign.  The 

fee will be paid from the Edith Johnson Fund.  John will 

preach on Consecration Sunday, June 14. 

 

Pastor will be away from June 28 through the second week 

of July.  Sunday evening services will be covered by:  Chris 

Dion on June 28, Steve Brisson on July 5 and John Prosen 

on July 12.   Pr. Joseph Bourret will preach at the morning 

service on July 5 and Pr. Baumgartner will preach on the 

morning of July 12 

South Church is having a Vacation Bible School and the 

information will be made available to our congregation.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Gail Bates  

Gail Bates, 

Secretary 
***************************************************  

Minutes from Endowment and Finance  

Committees  June 11, 2009 
The finance committee reviewed the budget in light 

of the addition of two new positions, Director of 

Congregational Life and part time custodial position 

(10 hrs. per week). Tow new line items will be added 

to our budget to accommodate the expenses to inter-

ciew candidiates for the Director of Congregatinal 

Life position and the expense associatedwith this 

new position. Joyce Leone at Abateôs will be in-

formed of these new line items.Additional operating 

expenses related to these positions will be funded 

from the Unrestricted Memorial funds or the Re-

The endowment committee reviewed a report form 

Future Benefits on all of our investments and espe-

cially noted what monies are available in non-

restricted funds for operating expense and capital 

improvements. The 2005 Resolution was reviewed 

and the committee will be making a recommenda-

tion to the congregation at the June 28, 2009 meet-

ing to reduce the size of the Endowment Committee 

from five to a minimum of three. Distribution poli-

cies of the Funds was reviewed and discussed and ti 

was agreed that the distribution policy adopted in 

June 2008, which applied to the Restricted and Un-

restricted Memorial Funds, would allow flexibility 

needed to meet unexpected needs over the near-

term. This will be reviewed with the Church Coun-

cil. 

Property Committee Meeting 
The Property Committee met June 7th 2009.  Members pre-

sent were David Walentukonis, Jeff Soneson, Tom Abuce-

wicz, Pr. Aurand, Eric Nilsson.  

New Business-   

 Special thanks to all who came out to the cleanup day May 

16th and all who helped cleanup for the  Pentecost cleanup, 

gardening and picnic. It was great seeing everyone in their 

red shirts working outdoors. 

 Pew PadsðCheck on possibilities of changing pews for 

comfort of elderly and special needs.  Find a vendor for 

padding some of the pews   for the comfort of those who 

canôt tolerate wooden pews.      

  StorageðAsk Bill Hively if property can relocate clean-

ing supplies to robe room storage area. 

 Work Dayð Next work day planned for June 26th from 

5:30pm to 8pm in the evening to see if more help is avail-

able in the evening.    

Security Systemð  Waiting to hear from council members 

for recommended companies for monitoring and fees. 

LightingðAdvanced Energy.  Signed contract for SBEA 

refit of interior lighting to energy efficient lamps and fix-

tures. 

 Lonsdale Elevator -  Signed a new modified 5 year service 

contract for savings.  

Old Business -   
 New rugs have been placed. 

 Door Bell- Still seeing malfunctions in remotes. Ace Hard-

ware and Consumer Reports reflect only homeowner units                 

like the ones we have..Jeff will seek enclosures to try to 

lengthen their longevity. 

Exterior Lighting - Pole lightsð Eric will contact Michael 

Bane to coordinate re-feed of pole lights from FLCR Build-

ing and disconnect from YC. 
Other Business -   Equipment Donated    Tom has re-

cently acquired and installed a good used industrial can 

opener for the kitchen.                                                                                

Thank you Tom! 

 

 Respectfully Submitted  Eric Nilsson 
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MINUTES FOR 7 FOR SEVENTY SEVEN - MAY 17, 2009 

 

The committee for 7 for Seventy Seven met on May 

17, 2009 at approximately 11:15 am..  Present were 

Alan Robinson, Craig Diangelo, Brad Bradford, Beth 

Allen, Eric Nilsson, Nancy Machowski and Mickey 

Machowski, and Pat Brown. Visiting with us was 

Wendy Wincher. 

 

We opened with a prayer.  The minutes from our last 

meeting were accepted. 

 

Reports were read.  

 

Alan Robertson reported that Carlson Funeral Home 

would not be paying for the expense of the survey or 

the report on the abatement, but needs this informa-

tion in order to decide if they wish to purchase the 

Youth Center for demolition. 

 

Craig reported that he had completed the revised sur-

vey which will be accepted by the City of New Brit-

ain. He reported on the boundaryôs square footage for 

the footprint of the building and that we would end up 

with 53 Parking spaces for First Lutheran Church. 

 

Brad reported that of the resumes that were received, 

one was very promising and two others very good.  

Pat Brown inquired whether we had reached out to 

enough arenas.  Brad stated we did have a good re-

sponse from the areas we explored and would like to 

stay within that frame while the interviews were pro-

ceeding.  The best candidate has a Lutheran back-

ground. 

 

Eric Nilsson reported that the examination of the tow-

ers and the re-enforcing procedure we are hoping to 

apply is progressing. We will have a definite report at 

the end of the month. Report from Joe Porcano states 

that the anchoring or structural stabilization seems 

feasible and would cost less than the dismantling of 

the towers. His statement is contingent upon the re-

ports of the two contractors, the anchor representative 

and the further investigation of the structural engineer.  

 

Pat and Beth reported on their meeting with Pastor 

Liberty at the Southington Congregational Church at 

which Pastor Liberty mentioned that if we have a mis-

sion in New Britain to reach out to our community it 

can be successful.  She is an Interim Pastor, that is her 

field, and as such was not part of the successful 

growth of the Church in Southington in the last 20 

years. A different exceptional pastor was the person 

who helped the congregation grow from 10 to over 

300.   

Pat reported that she will be reaching out to Pathways 

Senderos, as she received a report that they might be 

looking for either a temporary home or a permanent 

one. The committee agreed this would be a good  ave-

nue to pursue.  Wendy Wincher commented that Path-

ways Senderos has done wonderful work helping 

young mothers in our community.  

 

We adjourned , agreeing to meet at 8:00 on Sunday,  

June 14, 2009.  

 
****************************************************  

             Minutes for Youth and Family Meeting 

                 June 7th  

                           Sunday School                                                                  

Sunday School is over.                                                                     

A meeting for teachers will occur over the summer to 

plan.                                                                           

Still Center based.                                                          

10:15ð11:00 with option to go over.      

                            Youth                                                                                   

Ready to go to Ohio.                                                                    

Temple talks next two weeks.                                            

Peter coming back 6/26/09.                                                                 

Pool partyðAugust 2nd. (Rain Date is August 9th).       

Lake Compounce in July 25th (more info coming).        

HammoðTameka has volunteered to take the youth, 

the Jaksinaôs will host.                                                                          

                   Pasta                                                                                

Revamping pasta meetingðJuly 12th.We need or-

ganization.                                                                                    

                   Other                                                                                     

More movie nights over the summer.                            

David Jonesðvolunteered to join Youth and Family, 

possibly chairman.                                                                

Movie night July 24th @ 7:00 P.M. ñFire Proofò. 

Flyer making in progress. 

**Next meeting July 12th w/ pasta,  focused mostly 

on pasta.** 
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Recent graduatesééé.. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate Ponte graduated with honors from Muhlenberg 

College in Allentown, PA. She majored in English and 

Spanish instruction. She will be making her home and 

career in Pennsylvania, where she will continue teach-

ing bilingual classes. 

 

Adam Robertson graduated from Paier College of Art 

in New Haven CT. 

 

Alison Allen graduated from Colby Sawyer in New 

London NH. On May 9th. 

 

Ellen Roberts graduated from University of Bridgeport 

with a psychology degree. Sheôll be continuing her 

education working on her masters degree. 

********************************************  

Thrivent members will cele-

brate Faith & Family Day at 

the Rock Cats game on Sun-

day, August 23, 2009 at 1:30 

PM. Please e-mail Nancy 

Gentry at Gentle-

roc@sbcglobal.net, or call me 

at 229-2927. You can also 

leave a note in my box at 

church telling me how many 

tickets you would like. This a 

Thrivent member event and 

the tickets are free. 

******************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Aurand will be away from June 28th to July 

18th at Continuing Education and then on vacation. 

Pastor Baumgartner will be on call. He can be  

reached on his cell phone at 860-655-3745. 

 

Mission trip to Biloxi Mississippi.  

 

Thrivent members can join a team to help rebuild housing 
in a Gulf Coast community as part of the Thrivent Builds 
Worldwide program.  
 

There is still a great need for volunteers to help with the 
rebuilding efforts in the Gulf Coast area. This year we 
have four teams scheduled over two different 
weeks.  You can join any one of the teams during these 
weeks: 

September 14-September 19 Team Captains - Joel 

Slesak & Jon Trottier 

November 2 - November 7 Team Captains - Karen & 

Michael Hickey 
 

The room and board cost for Thrivent Benefit members is 

$185.00 for the week and for non-Thrivent members the 

cost is $270.00.  Your only other additional cost is Trans-

portation to and from Biloxi.  
 

Please consider joining our team.  Call Joel Slesak for 

detailsé.1-888-207-5413 or e-mail him at 

Joel.Slesak@Thrivent.com  
Loret R W Schur  

Lutheran Engagement Associate  

Northeast Region  

Toll Free: 877-733-1208  

 

74 Chace Hill Rd, Sterling, MA 01564-1519  

Direct: 978-733-1208  

Cell: 978-399-4186  

Email: loret.schur@thrivent.com  

Pasta Supper Continues even in the sum-

merð Come and join us any Wednesday night at 

6:00 P.M.  

Pasta, salad, bread,  coffee, beverages and dessert 

are served. Serving ends at 6:45 P.M. 

The Pasta Teams are always looking for additional 

volunteers. Please contact Leslie Marchesi-Hughes 

at 860-582-1292 if you are interested in joining a 

team. Feel free to stop in any Wednesday for dinner 

and/or to help out even if it is just for that day. 

 

 

mailto:Gentleroc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Gentleroc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Joel.Slesak@Thrivent.com
mailto:loret.schur@thrivent.com
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In the June Temple Chimes, Diane Wolf wrote about some 

things we could  this summer that were short on expense 

and long on enjoyment. 

Have you done any of the things listed below? Some of the 

events will have been hampered by the rainy weather 

weôve had, but there is always the remainder of the sum-

mer to and engage and explore some of these things to do. 

 

Answer the music of the approaching Good Hu-

mor man and order an old favorite. 

Walk barefoot in the grass. 

Tend a garden plot and share your bounty. 

Make real lemonade with real lemons and as 

much sugar as you want. 

Nap on a hammock. 

Root, root, root for the home team! 

Pick your own strawberries for a special shortcake 

treat. 

Go clamming and slurp the freshest of bivalves 

from their shells. 

Spend an afternoon with an old friend and revisit 

days past. 

Laugh with pure joy! 

Arrange flowers in a simple vase and give them to 

an acquaintance for no reason in particular. 

Write a poem!  (Or at least read one.) 

After a thunderstorm, splash in a puddle. 

Look for fireflies tonight. 

Thank God for your life. 

Pick fresh herbs to stuff a chicken for the grill. 

Reread an old favorite book. 

Take a day trip to some place within 25 miles of 

home that you have never made time to visit. In-

vite a friend to go with you. 

Attend an open air church service. 

Play croquet. 

Read a book on faith or spirituality- try Thomas 

Cahillôs writings. 

Eat a slice of watermelon outside- and see how far 

you can spit the seeds. 

Ride on a Ferris wheel. 

Use sunscreen. 

Go to a small town parade and cheer on the locals. 

Give thanks for the special people in your life. 

Take a youngster to the beach if you need an ex-

cuse to build sandcastles. 

Have a triple decker  ice cream cone. 

Remember, the homeless still need a helping hand 

in the summer. 

Weed a garden- itôs good thinking time. 

Sing, hum, whistle. 

Know joy. 

Know that sometimes laziness is OK. 

Bring fresh flowers and a few berries to a shut-in. 

Fill the birdbath regularly. 

Go to a drive-in movie and bring popcorn- lots of 

it. 

Pray for those in need. 

Invite someone who is lonely to share a cookout 

with you. 

Enjoy fresh picked corn, dripping with butter. 

Put aside calories, cholesterol and concerns for the 

season. 

Read some of the books on the best seller list- Try 

The Shack, Art of Racing in the Rain, or The 

Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. 

Dig your toes into the beach sand as you listen to 

the calls of the gulls and the laughter of children.  

Nap a bit. 

Look at the stars with someone you love. 

Pack a picnic lunch with all of your favorites. 

Say grace before you enjoy it. 

Hold hands. 

 

 

   Enjoy !!!  
   

 Summer Update       July  and August 2009  
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Altar Guild News  

WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN, ALL AGES, IN OUR CONGREGATION!  
Please see Ina Knapp, Greta Kobylarz, Diane Glaser, or Cindy Pavano and consider joining us. We are al-

ways looking for new members.  

When making memorial donations for flowers, the check should be payable to Altar Guild. It should inidi-

cate who is making the donation and who the flowers are in memory of. Also, there are memorial flower 

envelopes at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

                            ATTENTION    

   NEW BRITAIN RESIDENTS  
 

 Did you know  that you can shops for groceries once 

a month at the New Britain Food and Resource Cen-

ter at no cost?  Simply bring proof of residency, in-

come and number of family members in your house-

hold.  You will be given shopping bags to fill ac-

cording to the amount of people living in your 

house.  

 

The pantry is located at the former Osgood Pool pool 

house, 460 Osgood Ave. (near PAL). It is open Mon-

days from 12-4 PM, Wednesdays from 3-7 PM and 

Saturdays from 9 AM to 1 PM. 

 

Other services offered are referrals to job postings at 

the Department of Labor and connections to food 

stamp programs and other government services 

through case management. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

 

 

July/August 2009 

 
 

This list is current as of the publication deadline. 

Please write names on the welcome cards or yellow 

cards in the pews or call them in to the office. 

 

 

Note: Named in parentheses are those who sub-

mitted the names they follow. 
 

. 
Susan Gentry (Nancy Gentryôs daughter), Carl 

Gustafson (Laura K.), Darren & Tina Kelley 

(Tameka Kelleyôs brother), The Ruta family (Pat 

Brownôs friends), Kathy Goslee (Pat Brownôs 

friend), Kayla Fislee (Pat Brownôs friend), Angela 

A. (Alyssa Hughes), Joyce Swanson, Elaine 

Soneson, Fran & Roland Ouellette, Robin Brown 

(Hazel Pottsô friend), the grieving families of Gail 

Johnson (Ruby Wilsonôs relative) and Dudley 

Root, our Youth Group traveling to Ohio. 
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Music NewsñSummer, 2009 
 
 
Ascension thanks and more 
Many thanks to the choir and Tom Abucewicz for making time for 
an extra Sunday afternoon rehearsal May 17. The choir of  St. 
Johnõs, Arch St., and the choir and instrumentalists of Gloria Dei, 
Forestville, and the Bristol Ecumenical Bell Choir  joined us as we 
prepared really special music for the Conference Ascension service 
Thursday, May 21. The choir of  St. Andrew, Bristol, joined us at 
the service. A very special treat was hearing 11-year-old Rachel 
Seleman of St. Paul, Terryville, sing òAnywayó by Martina McBride 
during Communion. Rachel sang another solo about a week later at 
the New England Synod Assembly in Sturbridge, MA. We can say 

we knew her whené! Well done, one and all! 
 

Keeping Hymns of the Month in play. 
Along with a weekly hymn from our top 25, I will be 
programming the new hymns we have learned and 
enjoyed singing from ELW, lest we forget how they go. 

 
 

Peace in Christ, 

Bill Hively, Minister of Music 

Rehearsal & Performance Schedules 
Choir (9th gradeðadult: ôcuriousõ always welcome) 
Wednesday July 1, 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal, then òCoffee andéó 
Wednesday July 8, 15, 29, 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal, Choir Room 
Sundays 8:30 A.M. Warm-up, Choir Room; sing at 9 AM. 
No Choir Sunday, July 19 
 

Band (all ages welcome, all instruments needed!) 
Rehearse Thursdays at 7 P.M.; Play every Sunday at 9 A.M. 
No Play Sun., July 19; No Reh. Thu., July 23  
 

Bell Choir (all ages welcome)ñCindy Pavano, Volunteer Dir.  
Fall Rehearsals begin Sun., Oct. 25 at 11:00 A.M. in Room 5. 

FUN MUSIC DAYS AHEAD: 
GET IN ON THE FUN NOW! 
 
Hello, musicians, 
 
I hope you can be part of  any or all of  
these three fun days when we invite your 
volunteer participation. Please let me 
know whether or not youõll be there to 
perform. 
 

FUN DAY #1: Talent Show 
10:15 A.M. Sunday, July 26 
At our Mardi Gras talent show some of  
the performers said theyõd like to do an-
other show before too long. Now that 
school is ending, itõs time to put it to-
gether. Everyone at church (and every-
one they know!) is invited to perform. 
 
Like the Mardi Gras show, this show 
would start right after church, during 
coffee hour. I have a new book of  Mo-
town songs with all the horn parts. You 
can also pick your own song and sing 
with the band or a CD. 
 
Please let me know by June 25 
whether you can be in the show, espe-
cially if  you play an instrument, so I have 

time to get parts 
ready for you. If  
you will sing, Iõll 
need the title and artist or composer of  
your song as soon as possible so I can 
purchase the music and learn it, or find 
an accompaniment CD for you. I have 
lots of instrumental solo books if youõre 
looking for ideas. Just ask! 
 

FUN DAY #2: Go Play Outdoors! 
9:00 A.M. Sun., Sept. 6 
Labor Day Sunday is one of  the three 
outdoor services each year (see below for 
another one). We bring everything and 
everyone outdoors. We will have lots of  
songs with a beat. We need lots of  play-
ers in the band. Please plan now to ôbe 
in that number, when the saints go out to 
swingõ. I will be checking back shortly 
after the July talent show to confirm your 
participation. 
 

FUN DAY #3: Pet Blessing  
and Alternative Worship 
6:00 P.M. Sunday, October 4 
October 4 is St. Francisõ Day, the com-
memoration of  the patron saint of  ani-
mals. We hold an annual Blessing of  the 
Animals on October 4. This year, it will 

precede our Alternative Service at 6:30 
P.M. After blessing the animals outside at 
6:00, we would go into Fellowship Hall 
and have our service. What is the alter-
native service like? We sing and play 
modern Christian songs, spirituals, Gos-
pel hymns and meditative songs (think 
Taiz®). We share stories of Godõs pres-
ence in our lives over the past week, see a 
video or hear a story from Pastor Aurand 
illustrating the Scriptures for the day and 
hold hands in a circle to pray in the 
Spirit. The service concludes with Holy 
Communion, and normally takes less 
than an hour. 
 
We can have a praise ensemble with a few 
players and a few singers that day. We can 
do instrumental jazz pieces, as well as 
sing with the people and on our own. I 
hope youõll save this date now, so when I 
check back with you around Labor Day 
youõll be ready to start learning the music. 
 
Thanks for all youõve done this past year 
to make our music really special! 
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Movie Night  
FREE TO ALL  

Popcorn and Lemonade Served 
All are welcome 

 
 
 

òI REMEMBER MAMAó 
First LutheranChurch 
77 Franklin Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  ñSTAYCATIONò 

   SOUND BORING? 

Then come to Ephesus, Turkey, for the summer. 

The second lessons between July 12 and August 23rd 

all come from the book of Ephesians.  While schol-

ars disagree about whether this letter was actually 

directed to the congregation in Ephesus, or to early 

Christian congregations in general, the book is filled 

with opportunities to talk about the city of Ephesus, 

the third largest of the Roman Empire, and the an-

cient Christian community located there.  Ephesus is 

located in the western part of Asia Minor, close to 

the Aegean Sea and is a major tourist destination 

because of the many Roman ruins located there.  So 

come, tour the town, and hear about the spiritual and 

worldly concerns of these and other early Christians.  

Pastor Aurand will be preaching a sermon series, 

beginning Sunday, July 19th on Ephesians through 

August  23rd .  If you want to read the texts in ad-

vance, they are printed below.  Enjoy the trip minus 

the searing Mediterranean sun and heat. 

  July 19th: Ephesians 2: 11-22 

 July 26th: Ephesians 3:14-21 

 August 2: Ephesians 4:1-16 

 August 9: Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

 August 16: Ephesians 5:15-20 

 August 23rd: Ephesians 6: 10-20 

Pastor Aurand     

Pat Brown has scheduled two movies for your en-

joyment this summer.  

The first will be "I Remember Mama"  from a novel 

by Katherine Forbes, about a Norwegian family who 

settled in San Francisco at the turn of the century. 

 It will be shown on August 22, 2009 at 6:00 P.M. in 

Fellowship Hall.   

It is free to all and popcorn and lemonade will be 

served.  

This will be family move night showing the great 

movies all about families and how they coped with 

their situations.  

My hope is that these films will provide a night of 

entertainment and remembering that the ideals of 

family values are still alive and well in our hearts. 

GARDEN ICE CREAM PARTY  
 

Mission and Service committee invites you to a fun 

and festive ice cream party with a twist! The twist is 

that you will also get the opportunity to help weed to 

help keep up the community garden beforehand.  The 

party is set for July  23rd at 6:45 PM.  It will be held in 

the garden area behind the educational unit on Glen 

Street. The rain date for the event is Thursday, July 

30th.  Come down and enjoy a fine summerôs evening 

and cool down with ice cream and toppings. 

 

 

 


