
                                                                                                                                    

 

 

Volumes XII - No 12.          FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION                                      December 2022 
 

Dear Members and Friends of First Lutheran Church of the Reformation: 

 The end of another year is upon us and it will be a full one at church. It starts with 

November 20th, Stewardship Sunday. Hopefully most members have received a letter with a 

pledge card in the mail. Please prayerfully consider your financial gifts for the coming year 

and either bring it with you on the 20th or mail it to the church. 

 On November 27th, the first Sunday in Advent, we will be celebrating a baptism during the 

service. We will be welcoming Joseph Murphy. Praise Jesus! 

 On December 4th, the second Sunday in Advent, two individuals will be received into 

membership. Carol Gee and Catherine Christensen. Please join us for this wonderful 

celebration of these two folks becoming a part of our family. Praise Jesus! 

 On December 11th, the third Sunday in Advent, Cindy Pavano has organized the 

distribution of flowers and cards to our Caring Network. It is so important to remember those 

unable to get out and about anymore. Of course, as always, we benefit from Pastor Will’s 

ministry to our shut-ins as well. 

 Finally, the ever important Christmas schedule. Saturday, Christmas Eve we will have a 

Candlelight service with Holy Communion at 4:00pm, and on Sunday, Christmas Day, we will 

also have a Candlelight service with Holy Communion at 10:00am. 

 As always, it is a pleasure to serve as your Pastor during this time of transition. 
 

Blessings to all and please join us if you are able. 
 

Pastor Joe 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1073&bih=742&tbm=isch&tbnid=S7RSF8-Bc7WklM:&imgrefurl=http://www.picstopin.com/544/red-christmas-candles-free-image-in-gallery/http:%257C%257Cwww*copyright-free-images*com%257Ccopyright-free-images%257Cholidays-copy
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1073&bih=742&tbm=isch&tbnid=S7RSF8-Bc7WklM:&imgrefurl=http://www.picstopin.com/544/red-christmas-candles-free-image-in-gallery/http:%257C%257Cwww*copyright-free-images*com%257Ccopyright-free-images%257Cholidays-copy
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Church Council Meeting - 9/20/2022 Minutes 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT – The Pastor reported on his availability, scheduling and 
some health issues. 

   

MISSION/OUTREACH- Both the Wednesday Grab & Go and the Monday Mingle 
programs are doing well. We plan possibly to restart pasta suppers in mid-
November. This will depend on whether we can re-establish our teams, and if 
COVID is still a problem. The clothing rack will be emptying the classrooms of 
stored excess clothing through HARTSPRING, which will be sending a team 
and truck to carry this out. VBS was a success with 15 area children 
participating. We are planning for a possible warming center in the lower 
classrooms, and Eric is making arrangements to rehab the rooms. As in the 
past, the Friendship Center would coordinate and supervise any participants, 
and we would receive a monthly stipend for use of the rooms. 

 

PROPERTY- Eric reported that a light pole was knocked down in the parking lot 
next to the Youth Center. Eric has received proposals to replace the poles in the 
lot with more efficient solar lamps. Eric reported that work on the roof of the 
sacristy will begin with scaffolding to be erected on 9/26. 

 

  FINANCE- We again observed a paper loss in our investments this month due to 
the stock market losses. The monthly finance reports were reviewed and 
appeared in order. 

 

STEWARDSHIP- Jim reported on a theme for Stewardship involving kindness and 
sharing, in addition to the monetary church pledges we normally emphasize. 
Pastor will work with Jim on a plan for Stewardship Sunday. 

 

WORSHIP AND ARTS- no meeting this month. 

 

TRANSITION/CALL- The committee is continuing its efforts and is in the process of 
interviewing. 

 

 OTHER – There was some discussion concerning the use of the Scholarship Fund 
to make contributions for a second intern in conjunction with St. Andrews 
Church in RI; and, to a fund for Honduran education aid being shepherded by 
Pr. Rinas. We had made contributions from this fund last year using funds from 
our Scholarship fund. Robert offered to review the Scholarship Fund documents 
and endowment issues and report as to the propriety of using this fund for 
worthy educational issues outside of the original scope (i.e., limitations to FLCR 
members attending seminary or secondary institutions).  

 We will review at the October meeting. 

 

 Barbara Pond offered to do devotions  
 at the October meeting. 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 Alan Robertson 
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Church Council Meeting 10/18/2022 Minutes 
 
The agenda presented was adopted. 
 

A motion to approve the September Council Minutes was passed. 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT – Pastor preached at the funeral service of Mrs. Baumgartner and will conduct the 
memorial service for George Fuchs on Oct. 22. Light refreshments will be served after the service under the 
leadership of Holly. Both Cindy and Bill Hively will play for the memorial service performing a couple of 
duets. Pastor is in need of medical intervention for one of his knees and is waiting for insurance approval of a 
gel injection. 
 

Committee Reports: 
 

MISSION/OUTREACH – Pasta suppers are scheduled to resume on November 16. Clothes have been 
picked up by Hartspring on two occasions and we anticipate more to be disposed of in the near future. 

 

PROPERTY – Eric reported that he has all the materials for the post lights and they will be fixed shortly.  
He will also look into some new racks for the clothing closet. Materials for the lower level ceiling will 
be dropped off tomorrow and work will begin on the ceiling replacement. Sacristy repairs are delayed 
until May 2023 due to the lack of scaffolding availability. The Friendship Center is committed to pay 
us $1200 per month for the use of three rooms commencing in December. 

 

 FINANCE- Gail distributed the September financials which showed considerable loss in the endowments. 
 

STEWARDSHIP - Jim reported that Stewardship Sunday is a work in progress. Food for 50 will be 
available after the service. Paradise Pizza is preparing the food at a cost of $8.00 per person. He hopes 
to meet with Pat Brown and pastor next week for some planning. 

 

WORSHIP AND ARTS - Barbara reported on the scheduled concert by the Liszt Society scheduled for 
October 30. Corbin will be performing with them and the revenue will be deposited into the Music 
Series Fund. A heated discussion followed regarding the responsibility of the reception after the 
concert. It is not the responsibility of the Congregational Life Committee. Organizers should be 
responsible for their own events. Gail offered to help Holly take care of only this one. Expenses were 
paid from the PDA account after a discussion between pastor and Gail. A concert proposed by Darrel 
Kahrman for December 4 was defeated by council. We are NOT accepting events other than those 
which involve our own members or staff at this time. The piano on the stage in Fellowship Hall needs 
to be tuned. Work on the piano in Corbin’s office is completed and work on the piano in the choir room 
is ongoing. 

 

NEW BUSINESS –With the start up of the pasta suppers in November, we are in need of kitchen protocol 
and cleaning of the facility. At this time council voted not to financially support an intern and the 
Honduras education program. More under old business. Gail asked to have the baby quilts blessed on 
November 6. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – Robert has done research on the scholarship fund and it is our fiduciary responsibility 
to use the money for college students and/or seminarians. The study will continue. Robert also 
suggested that we form a committee to prepare binders for every council member. These would outline 
our responsibilities, identify funds ad their uses, and other appropriate information. They would be 
passed on to new council members as other terms end. 

 

Our next meeting is November 15. Gail will provide the devotions. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gail Bates, Secretary 
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Financial Report 
 

Over a period of several months, our endowments lost a considerable amount of money based 
on the poor performance of the stock market. We had considerable gains prior to this.  
Fortunately, the month of October was good to us and we made some headway recouping 
some of our losses. I hope that this will continue through the next several months. 
 

Our weekly offerings have been on a steady decline, so I encourage everyone, if you are able, 
to catch up on your pledges or make whatever possible contributions you can. We are entering 
that time of year when our expenses increase significantly due to the cost of electricity, heat 
and plowing services. Please help us in any way possible. 
 

All contributions received by Friday, December 30, will be deposited and posted for 2022.  
Anything received after that date will be posted to 2023. 
 

As a reminder, Stewardship Sunday is November 20, 2022.  Please bring your pledge card to 
church that day or mail it into the office.    
 

God’s Peace, 
 

Gail Bates, Financial Secretary 

 

Call Committee 
 

Your call committee has been meeting since February and most recently spent 
considerable time interviewing, meeting, and entertaining a candidate in person. We 
were very hopeful that this was the right person to lead FLCR into the future.  
Unfortunately, the candidate decided to withdraw her name from the search. So, we 
are back to the beginning and waiting to hear from the synod regarding any future 
possibilities. We ask for your prayers as we patiently wait. 
 

Gail Bates, Chairperson 

    FINANCIALS 

 
 

                       Month of October                                        Year to Date 
  

                    Income:    $15,215.00                            Income:  $228,767.00 
                    Expenses: $23,385.00                            Expenses: $258,442.00 
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News From the Property Committee 
 

          In the past four months, we have been preparing for our  
partnership with the City of New Britain and The Friendship Center 
to provide warming center space for the months of December through 
May. We are currently completing renovations on the unused 
classroom spaces on the Glen St. level of the education building.  
Work has included hallway ceiling repair, painting, cleaning and lighting 
upgrades. Use of the classrooms will allow The Friendship Center  
more housing  space for the winter and will free up Fellowship Hall for regular activities and 
allowing more opportunities to serve the community.  
   We have also hired a cleaning contractor to clean the Fellowship Hall floor on a weekly basis. With 
winter approaching and with a lot of salt traffic on the floor they will be able to keep up instead of a  
large cleanup at the end of the season.  
   We have also made some changes in the parking lot including drain repairs and sidewalks 
including an easier access ramp at the Fellowship Hall door as well as solar lighting replacing the 
1950’s “mushroom” lights.   
 

Respectfully Submitted   
Eric Nilsson  
Property Chair 

 
 

 
 

 
Please take note that Nancy will be on vacation  

the following days. 
 

November 28, 29, 30. 
December 5, 6, 7 
December 12 
December 16 
December 20, 21, 22 
December 26, 27 Christmas Holiday, and December 29, 30 
 
I will be here on various days during each of those weeks to 
do the bulletin, so if you have any prayer requests, let me 
know and I will be sure to include their names. 
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Caring Network 
 

The Altar Guild deeply appreciates donations at Christmas time to 
purchase plants and cards to bring to current people on our  

Caring Network.  
The plants and cards will be available on December 11th after the service to distribute. 

If you wish to make a donation in memory of a loved one, envelopes are now in the pews and will 
remain there until December 11th.  

 

Cindy Pavano 
Chair 

Worship & Arts Committee 
 

Worship and Arts is slowly pulling itself into Post Covid activities. Our congregation is returning and 
slowly adding new members. Eric Nilsson is providing live service coverage on Facebook and later 
on YouTube to those unable to attend services. Communion is provided in safe, sanitary cups that 
will not compromise anyone. 
Sylvia Herbert and Carol Anderson are making sure the altar is appropriately set for each season. 
Caring Network, lead by Cindy Pavano, has continued to provide sacrament, flowers, cards etc. 
appropriate for the occasion to members in need.  
The music program under our talented keyboard master Corbin Beisner, is growing very nicely. We 
have a beautiful new Kawai piano for the Sanctuary. Work has been done on the piano in Corbin’s 
office and continuing work on former Sanctuary piano, now in choir room. Choir is rehearsing in the 
Sanctuary at 2pm Wednesday and 9:15am on Sunday. Currently we have 2 Sopranos (Barbara & 
Nancy), 2 altos, (Sylvia & Diane) plus 1 (Carol) who can sing either alto or Soprano and 2 Basses 
(Eric & Jim). Even though we are doing a pretty good job for a small choir we are looking for new 
recruits, all parts. Cindy is looking to restart the Bell Choir too. I understand we have a few recruits 
already. 
Corbin has given two beautiful programs which were well received by the community. The most 
recent October 30th included two other pianists and one organist. These were professional friends of 
Corbin who donated their time with donations going to First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
Musical Fund. Several of the ladies of the church provided refreshments for a small “Meet the Artist” 
receptions after the concerts. Over $3,000 for our Food Outreach program was donated after the 
first program by the family that supplied us with the piano and subsequent service. Evelyn & Tony 
Hulmes. 

Barbara Pond, 
Chair 
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There is one Christmas Carol that has always baffled me. Have you ever wondered about 
THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS? What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, 
swimming swans, and especially the partridge who won't come out of the pear tree have to do 
with Christmas? 
Today, I found out. 
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith 
openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. It 
has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to 
members of their church. Each element in the carol has a code word for a Catholic reality, 
which the children could remember. 
 
The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 

Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 

Three French hens stood for faith, hope, and love. 

The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

The five golden rings recalled the Torah or law, the five books of the Old Testament. 

The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 

Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, 

Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 

The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 

Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 

The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 

The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 

The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' 

Creed. 

I now know how that strange song became a Christmas Carol... 

Search “First Lutheran Church of the Reformation”  
on YouTube and Facebook to Watch the Services  

Advent/Christmas Schedule 
 

Advent 1 Nov 27 2022 10am  
Advent 2 Dec 4 2022 10am  
Advent 3 Dec 11 2022 10am  
Advent 4 Dec 18 2022 10am  

Christmas Eve Dec 24 2022 4pm 
Christmas Day Dec 25 2022 10am 

http://varietyreading.carlsguides.com/christian-stories/twelvedays.php#
http://varietyreading.carlsguides.com/christian-stories/twelvedays.php#
http://varietyreading.carlsguides.com/christian-stories/twelvedays.php#
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CHRISTMAS EVE 
On Saturday, Dec. 24th, we will be having a 

Candlelight/Holy Communion service at 
4:00pm.  

We hope to see you there! 
Pass it on to your neighbors and friends! 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
On Sunday, 25th, we will also be having a 
Candlelight/Holy Communion service at 

10:00am.  
We hope to see you there! 

Pass it on to your neighbors and friends! 

 

If you have an email to share with us, please let me know.  
It will cut down on the cost of mailing the Temple Chimes  
and you will receive it instantly when it’s ready to be sent.  

Plus, you will receive it in color. How great is that? 

Thanks to the following people for volunteering 
to be a part of the holiday services  

 

 

                                 12/24/2022         12/25/2022 
 

Worship Assistant - Robert Buchholz      NEEDED 
 

Reader -                    Gail Buchholz      NEEDED 
 

Videographer 
Eric Nilsson 

 

We still need a worship assistant and reader for 
Sunday, Christmas day. If you are able, please 

contact the office. 
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CHRISTMAS 
MEMORIALS 

 

Envelopes for the 
Christmas flower memorials 
are currently in the pews 
and will remain their until 
Sunday, Dec. 11. ALL 
requests for these memorials must arrive in 
the church office by Wednesday, Dec. 14 in 
order to be printed in the Christmas 
bulletins. Late entries will not be able to be 
printed.  

On November 6, All Saints Sunday, we lifted up all 
the faithfully departed in our congregation who 
passed on during this past year. We lit a candle and 
rang the bell for all the people below.  
 

Thomas F. Grant Sr. 
Donald G. Erickson 
Richard T. Legnani 
Gloria Christensen 
Donald H. Foberg 
Louis (Lou) Hively 
Melinda Baumgartner  
 

The congregation also had the chance to come 
forward and light candles in memory of loved ones 
that had passed on. The altar glowed brightly with 
the light of Christ. 

Please note: Prayer names will remain for two weeks unless 
renewed in the church office. Named in parentheses are those who 
submitted the names they follow. 
 

Sandy Abucewicz; Myrtle Caswell; Anna Clayton; Pat 
Brown; Jeffrey Merkle; Eileen Buys; Mickey Michalski; 
Carolyn Ekeberg (Pastor Joe); Ryan Pavano (Cindy 
Pavano); Jim, Lin, Dorothy (Eileen Buys); Sandi 
Quarello, (Susan Bisaccia); Maya (Robert Buchholz); 
Russell (Holly Erickson); Wendy Whicher; Louis Sacco 
and family. 
 

The family and friends of Dorothy Pearson Jensen  
 

Serving in the armed forces: Kevin Dubois; Wesley 
Givens (Beverly Walsh); Zack; Millind; Kienen Dyer 
(Barbara Pond); Shawn Dubois. 

Pasta Every Wed. 5:00-5:45 pm. 
   

At First Lutheran Church 

On Dec. 11, Christmas 
plants and cards will 
be available for our 
deliverers to distribute 

to all our shut-ins. 

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 

WORSHIP SERVICE IS AT 10:00AM 

COME-AS-YOU-ARE WORSHIP SERVICE 
Every Wednesday evening at 4:30pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
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                 PASTA DINNER DONATIONS 
As we begin to have our Pasta 

Dinners again, we also need to 

begin collecting donations of 

Penne pasta and Parmesan 

cheese. If you are able, could you 

please donate penne made by 

BARILLA and/or RONZONI? They are 

less starchy and easier to cook. We thank you in 

advance for your support and generosity for this outreach 

ministry.  
 

WE HAD TO GET RID OF MOST OF THE PARMESEAN 
CHEESE, SO WE ARE VERY LOW AT THE MOMENT. 

WE ARE REQUESTING YOUR HELP IN 
REPLENISHING BOTH ITEMS. THANK YOU! 

 

You can leave pasta and/or cheese on the 
usher tables at the back of the church on 

Sunday mornings or you can bring them to the 
church during office hours. Thank you so much! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On November 27, First Lutheran welcomes, 

through the rite of Holy Baptism,  

Joseph Murphy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On December 4, we welcome  
Carol Gee and Catherine Christensen  

as new members of First Lutheran Church of 

the Reformation. Welcome! 
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Bread from Helen’s Bakery 
In Massachusetts 

 
 

Debbie Peterson is making a trip to Helen’s Bakery this year  
on December 11th.  

(If it snows, the date will be  
December 18th). 

 
If you would like to place an order for the holiday,  

please fill out the form below, tear out, and  
Give it to Debbie by December 4th. 

 
 
 

Name ______________________________ 

 
Swedish Limpa Bread - $3.00 

 

Quantity ______ Total $ __________________ 

 
 

Cardamom Braid - $6.00 
Quantity ______ Total $ __________________ 
 
 

Raspberry Coffee Braid - $7.00 
Quantity ______ Total $ __________________ 

 

 

Total Owed at time of order $ _____________  

 
Your items will be available for pick-up after the service  

on either December 11th, or December 18th. 
 

THANK YOU! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
77 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

77 Franklin Square + New Britain, CT 06051 + Phone: (860) 224-2475 +  Fax: (860) 827-9848 

www.1stlutherannb.org 

 Welcome Statement:  We warmly welcome people of any race, nationality, sexual orientation, age, ability, possessions, or 
 education.  A community of believers, we are empowered by faith in Jesus Christ to make the Gospel open to all and visible  

 to all whose lives we touch.—Adopted June 28, 2003 

First Lutheran Staff 
 

Rev. Joe Ekeberg, Pastor 
Rev. Willard Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor 

Corbin Beisner, Minister of Music 
Nancy Peterson, Office Manager 

Holly Erickson, Sexton 
 
 

 

Sunday Worship Service 
 

Service 10 a.m.   
In the Sanctuary with Holy Communion  

 

Wednesday Worship Service 
 

Come-As-You-Are Service 4:30pm.   
In Fellowship Hall.  

Temple Chimes (USPS 537-740) is published monthly by First Lutheran Church of the Reformation,  

77 Franklin Square, New Britain CT 06051. Periodicals postage paid at New Britain CT 06050. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Temple Chimes, 77 Franklin Sq., New Britain, CT 06051. 


